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Romans 8:28 (28-30) 

 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 44 

Introduction: 

     Romans chapter number eight? You know I was talking to the Lord early this morning. 
Meditating upon these passages from Romans chapter number eight; and it just hit me! 
When I get to heaven in the presence of all His Glory, when my hope and faith has been 
fulfilled with the final victory in the presence of Christ. I will no doubt during one point in 
eternity reflect upon the truths of this passage. I will then no doubt ask myself, why did I 
worry so much, when I knew that God was in control and He was causing all things to work 
together for my great good in the end? 
 
     Now, may ask you this? Can I ask you to think about what is your favorite, most blessed 
promise of this book? Most would say, Romans 8:28, of course. ‘And we know that all things 
work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His 
purpose.’1 When one truly understands the complexity of this passage it brings with it such 
a blessedness, such a hope, such a joy that cannot be explained.  

     The truth of this passage can calm any fear, comfort any pain, all the while leaving us to 
still wonder and marvel at the Sovereign Grace of our loving God. All things work together 
for good, or as the New American Standard Bible has it translated, ‘And we know that God 
causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called 
according to His purpose.’2 

     This gives certainty to the doctrine of eternal security because of the Sovereignty of God. 
His Plan, the Son’s purchase, and the Holy Spirit’s process in, with and through us to ensure 
that all is accomplished according to the will of God. This is exactly what we will be dealing 
with in this message, the working of our security. 

__________________________________________                                                
1 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28. 
 
2 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Romans 8:28. 
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Romans 8:28-30 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to His purpose.  

29 For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

30Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them He 
also justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified.3 

     Just bear with me a moment and let us review Dr. John MacArthur’s breakdown of these 
three verses. He divides these verses into four sections for a better understanding. Verse 28 
talks about the extent of our security, it talks about the recipients of security and it also 
speaks to the source of our security.4 Then in verses 29 and 30 it gives the certainty of our 
security.  

1. The Extent of our security - it covers all things; 'And we know that to them that 
love God all things work together for good,' 5 

• Within the Section dealing with the Extent of our Security, we find the good 
of our security and the working of our security.  

2. The Recipients of security - those who love God; 'that all things work together 
for good to those who love God,'6 

3. The Source of our security - God is the Source, to they that are the called; 'to 
them who are the called according to His purpose.'7 

 
 
 
 
__________________________________________                                                
3 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28-30. 
 
4 John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Romans 1-8, (Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers), 
1991. 
 
5 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Romans 8:28a. 
 
6 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Romans 8:28a. 
 
7 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28b. 
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4. The Certainty of our security - Once again God, His purpose; in that whoever He 
foreknew, whoever He predestined, whoever He called, whoever He justified, 
them He also glorified. Because, ‘For those whom he foreknew he 
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might 
be the firstborn among many brothers.’8 

     If anyone would ever ask you where in the Bible it speaks of eternal security, this is 
where you go first and foremost. The first part of the theology of our security deals with the 
extent of our security. Moreover, we can see the extent of this security through the purpose 
of God in this one simple statement.  

Romans 8:28 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to His purpose. 9 

     We know that in order to better understand eternal security, to go deeper into the truths 
of it, with the how and the why, one must deal with the study of the Sovereignty of God. I 
have previously read to you John 10, dealing with the doctrine of Eternal Security, but the 
key focus is upon the Sovereignty of God. I also read and discussed the text of Ephesians 
chapter 1, verses 3 through 14; leading weight to the extent of our security, however the 
key main focus there also was upon the Sovereignty of God.  

     It is because of His plan, purpose, will, grace and faithfulness we have the blessed truth 
of any security at all. All security that comes from God is eternal, because it is completely 
His work that accomplished this so that He may receive all honor, all power, and all glory, 
forever and ever Amen! This is the working of our security in that; we know that God 
causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called 
according to His purpose. The extent comes in the first section of that verse; And we know 
that all things work together for good.10 That is the extent of our security. That is a 
tremendously reassuring statement; there could not be a more reassuring statement than 
that, when understood with the rest of the context of these three verses and knowing that 
this is all the good work of God, according to the counsel of His own will. 

__________________________________________  
8 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Romans 8:29. 
 
9 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28. 
 
10 Ibid., Romans 8:28a. 
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     Turn with me if you would back to the Old Testament book of Ezekiel, chapter 11 to see 
the work and the promises of God, in for those that love Him, who are called according to 
His purpose He is causing all things to work together for their greater good.  

     May we first look and the promise of the New Covenant from Jeremiah 31. ’31 Behold, 
the days come, saith Jehovah, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and 
with the house of Judah: 32 not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in 
the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my 
covenant they brake, although I was a husband unto them, saith Jehovah. 33 But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith Jehovah: I will put 
my law in their inward parts, and in their heart will I write it; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. 34 And they shall teach no more every man his neighbor, and 
every man his brother, saying, Know Jehovah; for they shall all know me, from the least of 
them unto the greatest of them, saith Jehovah: for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin 
will I remember no more.’11 

     Now turn to the book of Ezekiel -  

Ezekiel 11:19-21 

19 And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the 
stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh: 

20 That they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall 
be my people, and I will be their God. 

21 But as for them whose heart walketh after the heart of their detestable things and their 
abominations, I will recompense their way upon their own heads, saith the Lord GOD.12 

     This is the Sovereign faithful blessings of the New Covenant given by God, not just to 
Israel – but to all His elect, to all those that are the called according to His purpose, but I 
want you to see just exactly how God promised to cause all things to work together for 
good. Which is the working of our security, yet it is the awesome, mighty work of God. 
Because the working is clearly seen here, and we can see who it is that is doing the work; 
all for His glory.  
__________________________________________                                                
11 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Jeremiah 31:31-34. 
 
12 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Ezekiel 11:19-21. 
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Ezekiel 36:22-32 

22 Therefore say unto the house of Israel, thus saith the Lord GOD; I do not this for your sakes, 
O house of Israel, but for mine holy name's sake, which ye have profaned among the heathen, 
whither ye went. 

23 And I will sanctify my great name, which was profaned among the heathen, which ye have 
profaned in the midst of them; and the heathen shall know that I am the LORD, saith the 
Lord GOD, when I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes. 

24 For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will 
bring you into your own land. 

25 Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and 
from all your idols, will I cleanse you. 

26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away 
the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 

27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep 
my judgments, and do them. 

28 And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I 
will be your God. 

29 I will also save you from all your uncleannesses: and I will call for the corn, and will 
increase it, and lay no famine upon you. 

30 And I will multiply the fruit of the tree, and the increase of the field, that ye shall receive no 
more reproach of famine among the heathen. 

31 Then shall ye remember your own evil ways, and your doings that were not good, and shall 
lothe yourselves in your own sight for your iniquities and for your abominations. 

32 Not for your sakes do I this, saith the Lord GOD, be it known unto you: be ashamed and 
confounded for your own ways, O house of Israel.13 

 

 
__________________________________________                                                
13 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Ezekiel 36:22-32. 
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     God promised Ezekiel, and all of His people, 570 plus years before Christ came as the 
substitute that for those that love Him, those that are the called according to His purpose 
(His Elect). God promised to cause all things to work together for good.  No statement made 
to a believer could contribute more hope, more happiness, more freedom and more joy in 
the heart then that specific statement when properly understood.  Because what the extent 
consist of, what it is really saying here; is no matter what amount of suffering, no matter 
what pain, no matter what problems, and matter what failures' all things work together for 
good.  

     This my friend is the greatest promise that we can have in this life. Because the good 
spoken of here is, the final end product of what God has purposed. It is not what your think 
it might be, it is not your better life now, but the good is the victory in the latter end; the 
conforming of His children to the likeness of His Son, and the final product of glorification. 

Deuteronomy 8:14-16 

14 Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the LORD thy God, which brought thee forth 
out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage; 

15 Who led thee through that great and terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and 
scorpions, and drought, where there was no water; who brought thee forth water out of the 
rock of flint; 

16 Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which thy fathers knew not, that He might 
humble thee, and that He might prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end. 14 

     This is the extent of our security, this is the good of our security and this is the working 
of our security through the ministry of God the Holy Spirit. All these verse tell me that there 
are no limits. This is all dependent upon God's faithfulness, upon His promises. Therefore, 
He is for certain the certainty of the believer in He is working together all things for the 
greater good, for those that love Him, who are the called according to His purpose. 

     It is all by God’s work, by God’s grace, for God’s purpose. Salvation is not of man, but this 
glorious plan is God working in His election through His Sovereign grace. As the Apostle 
Paul writes, ‘For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; 
__________________________________________                                                
14 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Deuteronomy 
8:14-16. 
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it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that 
we should walk in them.’15 Through all this God is through His providence, all things 
together for good.  

     That word ‘works,’ συνεργεῖ - sunergeo' is where we get the word synergism from. 
Meaning ‘to work together.’16 Or as in the NASB translation used in the sense as ‘causes to 
work.’ 17 God is the source, the cause and the effect of the extent of our security, all for the 
greater good according to the purpose of His own will. Moreover, it is a good that reaches 
far beyond the human capacity of understanding. Because it is a good that comes only from 
God.  

James 1:17-18 

17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of 
lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 

18 Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of 
his creatures.18 

     Every good gift comes from God, and God causes all things to work together for our good. 
This word ‘good,’ is the Greek word, ἀγαθόν – agathon, which means; inherently good; 
(intrinsically) good; as to the believer, the Strong’s word number 18 (agathós) describes 
what originates from God and is empowered by Him in their life, through faith.19 All these 
things in our life, all the pain and the suffering, all the temptations, turmoil and sin, all these 
things; God is causing to work together for good.  

 

 

__________________________________________  
15 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 
2015), Ephesians 2:8-10. 
 
16 James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 
συνεργεῖ - sunergeo' (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
 
17 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 
2013), Romans 8:28. 
 
18 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), James 1:17-18. 
 
19 James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 
ἀγαθόν – agathon, 18; (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
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     Now may we see this working as Paul illustrates from the book of Philippians as Paul 
writes, ‘12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, 
but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.’20 

God working in you both to will and do His own good pleasure, and it is according to the 
purpose of His own will.  

     Church, this is the process by which God brings you to the final state of glorification. By 
the which, He is working in you, with all things according to the purpose of His own will, to 
do His good pleasure. ‘And we know that all things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.’21 This is the Certainty of the 
Believer in Christ Jesus, this is the extent of eternal security. God will indeed accomplish 
what He has set forth to do in you through the plan of the Father, the purchase by the Son, 
and the process of the Holy Spirit. God will work, and who shall let it? 

- Philippians 1:6 – ‘And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will 
bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.’22 Or as the Authorized version 
translates it, ‘Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good 
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:’23 

- Psalm 138:8 – ‘The LORD will accomplish what concerns me; Your lovingkindness, 
O LORD, is everlasting; Do not forsake the works of Your hands.’24  

- 1 Corinthians 1:8 – ‘Who will also confirm you to the end, that you may be blameless 
in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.’25 

 
 
 
 
__________________________________________                                                
20 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Philippians 2:12-13. 
 

21 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28. 
 
22 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 
2015), Philippians 1:6. 
 
23 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Philippians 1:6. 
 
24 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 
2013), Psalm 138:8. 
 
25 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), 1 Corinthians 1:8.  
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- Jude 1:24-25 - Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you 
faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, 25 To the only wise 
God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. 
Amen.26 

     So you may know be asked, why do you believe in the eternal security of the believer? 
You may respond with, Romans 8:28, within the context of 8:28-30. Just verse 28 alone we 
have seen thus far contains the extent, the good, and the working. The working of God in us. 

Romans 8:28-30 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to His purpose.  

29 For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

30 Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them He 
also justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified.27 

      Because of God’s plan, because of God’s providence in working us through this process, I 
am assured of the final product, which is me being conformed to the image of His Son, with 
the final state of glorification.  

- All the while, God is causing, God is working all things in my life to work together for 
good, to accomplish His final purpose in me.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
__________________________________________                                                
26 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Jude 1:24-25. 
 
27 Ibid., Romans 8:28-30. 
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