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Mat 20:1  For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which went out
early in the morning to hire labourers into his vineyard. 

Mat 20:2  And when he had agreed with the labourers for a penny a day, he sent them into his
vineyard. 

Mat 20:3  And he went out about the third hour, and saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 
Mat 20:4  And said unto them; Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right I will give

you. And they went their way. 
Mat 20:5  Again he went out about the sixth and ninth hour, and did likewise. 
Mat 20:6  And about the eleventh hour he went out, and found others standing idle, and saith

unto them, Why stand ye here all the day idle? 
Mat 20:7  They say unto him, Because no man hath hired us. He saith unto them, Go ye also into

the vineyard; and whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive. 
Mat 20:8  So when even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith unto his steward, Call the

labourers, and give them their hire, beginning from the last unto the first. 
Mat 20:9  And when they came that were hired about the eleventh hour, they received every man

a penny. 
Mat 20:10  But when the first came, they supposed that they should have received more; and

they likewise received every man a penny. 
Mat 20:11 And when they had received it, they murmured against the goodman of the house,
Mat 20:12  Saying, These last have wrought but one hour, and thou hast made them equal unto

us, which have borne the burden and heat of the day. 



Mat 20:13  But he answered one of them, and said, Friend, I do thee no wrong: didst not thou
agree with me for a penny? 

Mat 20:14  Take that thine is, and go thy way: I will give unto this last, even as unto thee. 
Mat 20:15  Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil, because I

am good? 
Mat 20:16  So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen.

I. Whether the kingdom up there—Or at hand—It is lawful for the King to be King
Joh 17:2  As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as

many as thou hast given him. 

Rom 9:13  As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. 
Rom 9:14  What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 
Rom 9:15  For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have 

compassion on whom I will have compassion. 
Rom 9:16  So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth 

mercy. 
Rom 9:20  Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say 

to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? 
Rom 9:21  Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto 

honour, and another unto dishonour? 

II. Lest you err—The kingdom of heaven at hand is not a pay for service works system
Mat 19:27  Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed 

thee; what shall we have therefore? 
Mat 19:29  And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother,

or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall 
inherit everlasting life. 

Mat 19:30  But many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be first. 

III. Kingdom living requires kingdom thinking, which is a backward kind of thinking

A. Our natural thinking tends to look at others with a spirit of jealousy
Luk 15:25  Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he 

heard musick and dancing. 
Luk 15:26  And he called one of the servants, and asked what these things meant. 
Luk 15:27  And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted 

calf, because he hath received him safe and sound. 
Luk 15:28  And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father out... 
Luk 15:29  And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither 

transgressed I at any time thy commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I 
might make merry with my friends: 

Luk 15:30  But as soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy living with harlots, 
thou hast killed for him the fatted calf. 

Luk 15:31  And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine.



Joh 21:19  This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when he had 
spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me. 

Joh 21:20  Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following; which 
also leaned on his breast at supper...

Joh 21:21  Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do? 
Joh 21:22  Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow 

thou me. 

B. Our natural thinking tends to look upon others with a spirit of judgment
Jon 4:1  But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry. 
Jon 4:2  And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD, was not this my 

saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew 
that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and 
repentest thee of the evil. 

Jon 4:3  Therefore now, O LORD, take, I beseech thee, my life from me; for it is better for me 
to die than to live. 

Jon 4:4  Then said the LORD, Doest thou well to be angry? 

Luk 15:2  And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and 
eateth with them. 

C. Our natural thinking tends to think more highly of ourselves than we ought
Luk 18:13  ...God be merciful to me a sinner. 

Luk 17:10  ...when ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you, say, We are 
unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty to do. 

Mat 5:41  And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain. 

IV. Kingdom kind of thinking is ‘I-Feel-Blessed-To-Be-His-Servant’ kind of thinking

A. Oh, the blessing of living life while working in the field of the rich man!
Rth 2:14  And Boaz said unto her, At mealtime come thou hither, and eat of the bread, and dip 

thy morsel in the vinegar. And she sat beside the reapers: and he reached her parched corn, 
and she did eat, and was sufficed, and left. 

Rth 2:15  And when she was risen up to glean, Boaz commanded his young men, saying, Let 
her glean even among the sheaves, and reproach her not: 

Rth 2:16  And let fall also some of the handfuls of purpose for her, and leave them, that she 
may glean them, and rebuke her not. 

Luk 19:13  ...Occupy till I come. 

B. Those who start early are far more blessed than the 11th hour starters 
Ecc 12:1  Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not,

nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them; 



2Ti 3:15  And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make 
thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

Luk 23:43  ...Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise. 

V. Yet, we tend to grow weary in the work of the kingdom—(Or maybe it’s selfish?)
Mal 1:13  Ye said also, Behold, what a weariness  is it! and ye have snuffed at it,  saith the

LORD of hosts; and ye brought  that which was torn, and the lame, and the sick; thus ye
brought an offering: should I accept this of your hand? saith the LORD. 

Mal 1:10  Who is there even among you that would shut the doors for nought? neither do ye 
kindle fire on mine altar for nought. I have no pleasure in you, saith the LORD of hosts, 
neither will I accept an offering at your hand. 

Mat 13:18  Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. 
Mat 13:19  ...the wicked one...catcheth away that which was sown in his heart...
Mat 13:21  ...tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word...he is offended. 
Mat 13:22  ...the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word...

Luk 9:62  And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking
back, is fit for the kingdom of God. 

VI. The heat of the day is hard—But the blessings of the kingdom exist within you
Act 14:22  ...we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God. 

Mat 5:3  Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Mat 5:16  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven. 

Mat 7:24  Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him 
unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: 

Mat 7:25  And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that 
house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 

Mat 13:44  ...the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man 
hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that 
field. 

Mat 13:45  ...the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: 

Mat 25:23  His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant...enter thou into the joy 
of thy lord. 

VII. Last first...first last—Many called...few chosen—Many go...few find
Mat 19:30  But many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be first. 



Mat 20:16  So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen.

Mat 7:12  Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to
them: for this is the law and the prophets. 

Mat 7:13  Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 

Mat 7:14  Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few 
there be that find it. 


