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“It looks like Eden, but it’s more like Egypt” 

Genesis 13:1-13 

Introduction: 

Context: 

1. The Characters. Vs 5 

There are 2 men that we must identify within the context of our scripture. 

Abram- The Man who lives by Faith! 

God calls out Abram in Genesis 12 and instructed him to leave the Ur of 

the Chaldees. To which Abram responded in obedience by leaving all that 

he knew and responding to the call of God. 

Lot- The Man who lives by his Flesh! 

Lot was the nephew of Abram. It is unclear and there is much debate on 

wither or not Abram should have brought him along, but nevertheless he 

did. 

2. The Conflict. Vs 6-7 

Because of each of their success the land was not able to bear them both 

and this led to conflict between their herdsmen.  

3. The Choice. Vs 8-9  

Abram comes up with a solution to their conflict. He suggests that they 

both go their separate ways. To show that Abram’s intentions were correct 

in this manner he offers Lot the opportunity of choosing which direction he 

wanted to go.  

4. The Consideration. Vs 10 

Our text tells us that when Lot lifted up his eyes toward the direction of 

Sodom (all the plain of Jordan) that it looked like the Garden of the LORD, 

like the land of Egypt. 



This caught his attention and Lot made his choice based on what he saw! 

The Garden of the LORD could only refer to one place, Eden. 

But it also looked like Egypt. 

John Phillips said: “Eden was his Religious reason, while Egypt was his 

Real reason.” 

Eden was a place of; Perfection- Pleasure- Prosperity. 

Egypt was a place of: Perversion- Plagues- Prison. 

Point: There are many people that make decisions in their life based on 

what they see. To them it looks like Eden, it looks like a perfect place! But 

in reality, what they are choosing is not Perfect, it is Perverted! 

Sodom may have looked like Eden, but it was more like Egypt! 

Just because it is Good, does not mean it is God! 

End of Introduction: 

I. Lot was Deceived.  

Lot thought that he was gaining something great and grand, but he was 

actually making a choice that would cause him great pain and suffering in 

the days to come.  

1. The Appearance.  

Vs 10- And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it 

was well watered every where, before the Lord destroyed Sodom and 

Gomorrah, even as the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, as thou 

comest unto Zoar. 

When Lot lifted up his eyes in the direction of Sodom, there was an 

appearance that captivated his attention.  

It “looked” like a good place to go! 

2. The Appeal.  

Vs 11-12 Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed 

east: and they separated themselves the one from the other. 



12 Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of 

the plain, and pitched his tent toward Sodom. 

Once Lot got a good look in this direction, everything he saw “appealed” 

to him. It was exactly what he wanted! 

The devil knows exactly how to get your attention and deceive you! 

James 1:13-15 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: 

for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: 

14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and 

enticed. 

15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is 

finished, bringeth forth death. 

The word “Enticed” here means to bait, catch by a bait to allure, entice, 

deceive  

Word picture: A  fisherman has a desire to catch fish. Thus he will “bait” 

his hook with a “lure” 

A. Deception  

Think about it, they call it a fishing lure.  

When considering a fishing lure there are many different types because 

certain fish are attracted to certain lures.  

The devil knows what he can use to lure you.  

These lures have the Appearance of something that’s good and desirable.  

These lures have the Aroma of something that’s good and desirable.  

These lures have an Attraction to the fish that seems good and desirable.   

 

But all lures have some Attached to them that is dangerous to the fish and 

that is the hook.   

This is exactly how sin works, it looks good to the eye, it smells good, in 

other words it doesn’t seem to be harmful but there is always a hook that 

will get us into sin.   



B. Drawing. 

Once that fish has bit the bait and is hooked the next thing the fisherman 

will do is set the hook and begin to reel that fish to shore.  

Think about this; he is taking that fish away from where God designed him 

to be.   

When we are enticed to sin we will be drawn away from the will of God for 

our lives.  

Every time that reel is turned that fish is drawn further and further away 

from where he is supposed to be as a fish.  

When we are enticed to sin it will bring us away from the church, from our 

family and from where we are supposed to be in the will of God.   

C. Devouring   

Those fishermen who do not fish for sport but rather fish for food the end 

result of that fish is to be devoured by the one who enticed him.   

I Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a 

roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:  

Yes, there are some fishermen who practice catch and release, but even 

the fish that are released have scars on them from where they are lured 

and enticed by an attractive hook. 

3. The Abomination.  

Vs 13- “But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the Lord 

exceedingly.” 

The first 13:13 in the Bible is in reference to the wicked men of Sodom. 

13- Rebellion. 

Lot thought that he had made a good decision by going this direction, but 

he soon found that the city was full of abominations!  

Lot took his family to a wicked place, all because he was deceived!  

II. Lot was Defiled. 



Lot’s involvement in Sodom was a Progression that was actually a 

Digression, which was a Transgression! 

1. Lot Looked toward Sodom, this was the Idea stage.  

Vs 10- And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it 

was well watered every where, before the Lord destroyed Sodom and 

Gomorrah, even as the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, as thou 

comest unto Zoar. 

Every sin begins in the mind. You will not commit a sin with your hands 

that you do not first commit in your heart! 

This is why it is so important that we guard our minds and our thoughts! 

You cannot even entertain the thought of Sin!! 

Romans 7:23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the 

law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in 

my members. 

II Corinthians 10:3-5 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after 

the flesh: 

4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God 

to the pulling down of strong holds;) 

5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself 

against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to 

the obedience of Christ; 

How do we guard our minds? Paul tells us in Philippians 4 

Philippians 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 

things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, 

whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if 

there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 

2. Lot Leaned toward Sodom, this was the Interest stage.  

Vs12 -Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities 

of the plain, and pitched his tent toward Sodom. 

Once you have entertained the thought of sin, you will start leaning in the 

direction of sin! 



Whatever direction you are leaning will be the direction that you will fall! 

I’ve seen people get the wrong thought life, and that lead to a change of 

direction.  

3. Lot Lived in Sodom, this was the Infected stage.  

Genesis 14:12 And they took Lot, Abram's brother's son, who dwelt in 

Sodom, and his goods, and departed. 

Genesis 19:1a And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat 

in the gate of Sodom: 

In this Eastern culture being seated at the gate was a place of prominence 

and authority. 

Lot did not infect Sodom, but rather Sodom infected Lot. 

Although we understand that Lot should have never been in Sodom to 

begin with, we also see a lesson that applies to the believer. We are living 

in a wicked land, and a dark world. We are commanded not to conform to 

this world, but rather let our light shine! 

Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 

good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

III. Lot was Devastated.  

Because of Lot’s decision, he lost everything that he had! 

1. The Tragedy of his Family.  

Genesis 19:5-8 And they called unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are the 

men which came in to thee this night? bring them out unto us, that we 

may know them. 

6 And Lot went out at the door unto them, and shut the door after him, 

7 And said, I pray you, brethren, do not so wickedly. 

8 Behold now, I have two daughters which have not known man; let me, I 

pray you, bring them out unto you, and do ye to them as is good in your 

eyes: only unto these men do nothing; for therefore came they under the 

shadow of my roof. 



These wicked men of Sodom, want the 2 angels to come out of the house 

so that they might “know” them which was a term for wicked immorality. 

Lot does not want this to happen, so he offers his 2 daughters to the men 

of Sodom, to be treated however they would like. THIS IS WICKED! 

Genesis 19:24-26 Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah 

brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven; 

25 And he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants 

of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground. 

26 But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of 

salt. 

His wife was so in love with Sodom that she looked back! 

Genesis 19:30-38- His 2 remaining daughters commit incest with their 

Father, producing Ammon and Moab. 

2. The Testimony of his Faith. 

II Peter 2:7-8 And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of 

the wicked: 

8 (For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, 

vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;) 

Often times we make this statement that if it was not for Peter in the New 

Testament we would assume that Lot died and went to hell. 

He had no testimony of righteousness within the city of Sodom! 

3. The Telling of his Future. 

We do not know how Lot’s life ended. The last time we see him is in that 

cave committing wicked acts. 

We never hear from him again! 

Conclusion: 

Lot chose to take Sodom because it looked like Eden and Egypt, but when 

he left it looked like the judgement of God had fallen upon it! 

We must be careful making decisions based on his things feel and look! 



2 Corinthians 5:7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) 

In contrast we note Abram. 

1. He Waited on God. 

Genesis 13:8-9 

He did not rush into making decision on which way to go, he simply 

waited! 

2. He got a Word from God. 

Genesis 13:14 

3. He Won with God! 

Genesis 25:8 Then Abraham gave up the ghost, and died in a good old 

age, an old man, and full of years; and was gathered to his people. 

 

 


