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Covering or Confession of Sin!
Pastor Jose F. Maldonado Hillburn Drive Grace Baptist Church Dec. 5, 2010

Proverbs 28:13, “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso

confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.”

I would like to speak to you on the subject of, ‘Covering or Confession of Sin.’ There is
so much instruction and light in this one verse to save the whole world. This one verse
deals with the issue of man’s primary problem and that problem is SIN! Though
covering and confession of sin are distinct, yet they are also closely related. One
commentator says, “Sin is in a man at once the most familiar inmate and the greatest stranger.
There is nothing that he practices more and yet in reality knows little of. Although he lives in it,

because he lives in it, he is ignorant of it.” Isn’t it amazing, that though man does not really
know what sin is, he covers it up? No matter how invasive sin is in a lost person, they
are so blind to its presence. We were in the same blindness until God opened our eyes
and heart in the grace of salvation. Being blind to sin and its nature does not in any
form remove its effect on us. If a person were to put poison in my drink, my ignorance
of not knowing would not remove its fatal effect on me. In other words, ignorance in not
an excuse nor is ignorance an exemption from the judgment of God. Our ignorance of
sin does not change nor alter the law of God. The LAW of God still condemns the
sinner guilty before GOD! Let us beware of that atheistic philosophical blunder that
says; nothing exists that cannot be seen. I can’t see the wind, but it exists, I can’t see
the soul but it exists, I can’t see God, but He exists, I can’t see sin but it exists! We
know so much because of the technology of our day, but we know little of sin and of its
powerful propensity in the heart. May our Great God be pleased to open your eyes to
see the sinfulness of your heart, so that, you can confess your sins and forsake your
sins. Be mindful that covering of sin leads to condemnation and that confessing of sin
leads to conversion. Sin is the reason for all misery and pain, sin has turn angels and
man in devils. Man will try anything and everything to cover up their sins, but only God
can do what you seek to do; that is, only God can cover sin with the precious blood of
Christ. God covers our sins in grace whereas man covers his sins in guilt.

I. It is the Nature of Man to Cover Their Sins.

A. From the beginning man has always attempted to cover their sins.

1. Job 31:33, “If I covered my transgressions as Adam, by hiding mine iniquity in

my bosom.” The word Adam here means, ‘after the manner of men.”
2. From the very beginning everyone born into this world has sought to

cover their sins. They have sought to perfect the covering, but God
uncovers all sin. Both Adam and Eve tried to cover their sins.
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Gen.3:7, “And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they

were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.”
a. The fig leaves represent a religious covering.
b. Mark 11:13 & 20, “And seeing a fig tree afar off having leaves, he came, if

haply he might find anything thereon: and when he came to it, he found
nothing but leaves; for the time of figs was not yet. 20 And in the morning, as

they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the roots.”
3. The Lord’s all seeing eye uncovered their sins, Gen.3:9 & 10, “And the

LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? 10 And he
said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and

I hid myself.”
a. Adam made an excuse. Gen.3:12, “And the man said, The woman

whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.”
b. Eve made an excuse. Gen.3:13, “And the LORD God said unto the

woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent

beguiled me, and I did eat.”
c. Before we judge Adam and Eve too harshly, we all make excuses

for ourselves.
(1). At work, from the boss.
(2). At home, from the spouse, children, from the parents etc.
(3). Anywhere we find ourselves in trouble.

************Illustration: Christopher hitting Melissa with a rock.

B. The Bible is full of examples of people covering and or making excuses
for their sins.

1. Cain: Gen.4:8 & 9.
2. Joseph’s brothers: Gen.37:28-34.
3. King Saul: 1 Sam.15:1-3, 8, 9, 13-15, 20, 21.
4. Achan: after the battle with Ai, Joshua 7:11-25.
5. Ananias and Saphirra: Acts 5:1-5, 8-10.

C. No matter how hard we try to cover or excuse our sins --- THE ALL
SEEING EYE OF GOD see everything. His Omnipresence and
Omniscience means HE is everywhere and knows everything; therefore,
there is nothing we can hide from God: Numbers 32:23, “…behold, ye

have sinned against the LORD: and be sure your sin will find you out.”

1. Proverbs 15:3, “The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil

and the good.”
2. Jeremiah 16:17, “For mine eyes are upon all their ways: they are not hid from

my face, neither is their iniquity hid from mine eyes.”
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3. Job 34:21 & 22, “For his eyes are upon the ways of man, and he seeth all his
goings. 22 There is no darkness, nor shadow of death, where the workers of

iniquity may hide themselves.”
4. But man continues to cover and excuse their sins because they think

God has forgotten cannot see all things, Ps.10:11, “He hath said in his

heart, God hath forgotten: he hideth his face; he will never see it.”
5. But again the Word of God declares otherwise, Psalms 90:8, “Thou

hast set our iniquities before thee, our secret sins in the light of thy

countenance.”
6. But man in his rebellious heart still things they can cover their sins,

Proverbs 16:25, “There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end

thereof are the ways of death.”

****NOTE****No matter how well man seeks to cover or excuse their sins----God will
reveal each and every one of them on judgment day----everything will be brought out in
the open, every idle word, every idle thought, every sin shall give account. To cover sin
means not to confess sin, therefore no mercy shall be given to those who seek to
cover their sins.*********************************************

II. Those that cover their sins shall not prosper.

A. This is so clear in the Scriptures, it is an absolute, no one who covers
their sins will prosper.

B. Those that try to cover their sins shall not succeed in their design of it.
1. They shall not avoid punishment because the soul that sinneth shall

die. Ezek.18:20.
2. They will not avoid hell because the wages of sin death. Rom.6:23.
3. They will not have pardon or forgiveness of sins.
4. They will not have mercy, but only the wrath of God. Proverbs

28:13A, “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper...”

III. The Way to Obtain Mercy.

A. By Confession and forsaking of sin. Prov.28:13B, “…but whoso confesseth

and forsaketh them shall have mercy.”
1. Notice the two-fold prerequisite for mercy: confession and forsaking

or if you wish faith and repentance.
2. Confession and forsaking or faith and repentance are twin sisters that

cannot be separated.
3. Confession of sins alone without forsaking them will not obtain mercy.
4. The mandate is confession and forsaking!
5. Many confess their sin and do not forsake them.
6. Many are in hell who confessed their sins only w/o forsaking them.
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a. Pharaoh----“I have sinned.” Ex.9:27-35.
b. King Saul----“I have sinned.” 1 Sam.15:24.
c. Balaam----“I have sinned.” Numbers 22:34.
d. Achan----“I have sinned.” Joshua 7:20.
e. Judas----“I have sinned.” Matt.27:4 (see also verse 3).

7. Confession of sin is inseparable w/forsaking them. You must have
both to obtain mercy. Psalm 38:18, “For I will declare mine iniquity; I will be

sorry for my sin.”
B. Confession is agreeing with God about sin. True confessing causes you

to take sides with God against yourself because you see sin as God
does.

C. Forsaking of sin is repentance, that is, the true definition of repentance
is turning from sin. Anti-Lordship people hate repentance.
1. Isaiah 55:7, “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his

thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him;

and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.”
2. Luke 13:5, “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.”
3. Acts 20:21, “…repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus

Christ.”
4. Ezekiel 33:11, “Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no

pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and

live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?”
5. Psalms 7:12, “If he turn not, he will whet his sword; he hath bent his bow, and

made it ready.”
6. Old or New Testament, they both proclaim the necessity of

repentance, that is, turning from or forsaking sin.
7. This was the message of Jesus at the beginning of the gospel along

with John the Baptist, Mark 1:14 & 15, “Now after that John was put in
prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 15
And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye,

and believe the gospel.”
8. If Jesus preached repentance, then repentance shall be preached

from this pulpit.
9. I’ve this once, I’ve said it hundreds of times, the missing jewel of

God’s holy gospel is REPENTANCE!
D. God is merciful to those who confess and forsake sin, that is, those who

believe and repent. Believing is confessing and forsaking is repentance.
1. Psalm 32:5, “I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity
have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD; and thou

forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah.”
2. Ps.86:5,13 & 15, “For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous
in mercy unto all them that call upon thee. 13 For great is thy mercy toward me: and
thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest hell. 15 But thou, O Lord, art a God full

of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth.”
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****NOTE****Jesus Christ has fully satisfied God, Christ has fully satisfied the demand
of justice, but the sinner must acknowledge his sins, confess his sins, forsake his sin,
the sinner must sue God for mercy, the sinner must look to Christ alone for salvation.
Jer.3:12 & 13, “…Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith the LORD; and I will not cause mine anger
to fall upon you: for I am merciful, saith the LORD, and I will not keep anger for ever. 13 Only

acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the LORD thy God...”

IV. Only God Can Cover Sin.

A. Man tries to cover sin in many ways.
1. By denying sin.
2. By excusing sin.
3 .By generalizing sin in saying, we’re all sinners.

10. By looking at others and saying that person is a worse sinner
than me.

B. Though all try to cover their sins----only God can cover sin.
C. The Blood of Christ is the only way to have our sins covered.

1. Romans 3:24-26, “Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus: 25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through
faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are
past, through the forbearance of God; 26 To declare, I say, at this time his
righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in

Jesus.”
2. Exodus 12:12-14, “For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will

smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all
the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD. 13 And the blood shall
be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I
will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I
smite the land of Egypt. 14 And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye
shall keep it a feast to the LORD throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a

feast by an ordinance for ever.”
3. What a glorious picture of our salvation, when I see the blood I will

pass over you. When God see the blood of Christ applied to you He
will pass over and His judgment shall not be over you to destroy you.
a. Ps.85:2, “Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people, thou hast covered all

their sin. Selah.”
b. Ps.32:1 & 2, “Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is

covered. 2 Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity,

and in whose spirit there is no guile.”
c. I John 1:9 & 7B, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us

our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. and the blood of Jesus

Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”
4. Not only does God cover our sins by the blood of Christ but He

imputes His righteousness on us as a holy covering.
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a. 2 Cor.5:21, “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that

we might be made the righteousness of God in him.”
b. Isa.61:10, “I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my

God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered

me with the robe of righteousness…”
c. Gen.3:24, “Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats

of skins, and clothed them.” It is a glorious type of God clothing us
with the righteousness of Christ and a type of God covering us by
the blood of Christ.(Read notes in my Bible) (Luke 15:21.22 if time)

(Romans 10:9-13)

I admonish you this morning that you come to faith in Christ and come in repentance
towards God. We will all did one day and what covering will you have for your sins?
Your own covering for sin that will destroy your soul in hell or God’s covering that will
save your soul? Will you not look to Christ alone as your only covering for sin, will you
not plead the blood of Christ before God this morning!

Let’s sing, When I see the blood.


