
Radical Decisions 
Matthew 7:13-27 

 

Good morning, everyone.  It’s week two in our Radical series.  We’re learning during these weeks to consider 

how radically different the Christian life is from any other alternative.  And to do so we’re taking a good, hard 

look at some of the teachings of Jesus and asking ourselves to consider the cost of following Jesus Christ in a 

world that is going the other way. 

 

Unfortunately, the Christianity in many circles and among many whole denominations, and often times 

individual churches, has gradually lost its distinctiveness from the world.  Often times the Good News of the 

Gospel is shared and taught as that which only changes a person’s status with God and eternal destination.   

Such Gospel presentations fall far short of communicating the different life path that the Gospel requires 

believers to travel. 

 

We’re going to be looking at a stunning passage of scripture this morning from the Sermon on the Mount.  Go 

ahead and turn in your bibles to Matthew 7. 

 

We’ll eventually be coming back to finish the Sermon on the Mount series, and so I’m not going to be as 

detailed and thorough in my handling of this text today.  I’m simply going to aim at showing you the way Jesus 

challenged people who were considering following Him.   

 

A couple of context reminders to refresh our minds on the sermon as a whole that our passage is a part of: 

 

1. The Sermon on the Mount comprises teaching and preaching about the kingdom of God. 

2. Jesus has taught on the values of the kingdom -- the beatitudes. 

3. Jesus has corrected much unbiblical teaching of the Law that had been done by the Scribes and Pharisees: 

“You have heard it said …but I say to you…”  These teachings contrasted obedience from the heart vs.  

merely rule keeping and shaping and changing scripture to fit ones behavior. 

4. In Chapter 6 He exposed the hypocrisy of the religious leaders as those whose works are more for the eyes 

of man rather than genuine desire to please God. 

 

So He has contrasted the good fruit that comes from a good heart with bad fruit that comes from a bad heart; 

and now in the text we are about to read He is calling His listeners to make some costly decisions.  Primarily the 

decision to follow Him, and not the ones they had been following.  

 

Decision #1: Take the more challenging life-path 

 

Matthew 7:13-23 "Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide, and the way is broad that leads to destruction, 

and many are those who enter by it. 14"For the gate is small, and the way is narrow that leads to life, and few 

are those who find it. (NASB)   

 

Think of the wide path as a road that has been made level and spacious.  Its’ broad and many people can fit on it 

safely.  Like an interstate going one way or a big airport corridor.  It’s not treacherous.  There are no    

dangerous spots where a slip could mean a fall to your death.  It’s an easy path to walk on, and that is why it’s 

crowded.   

 

The narrow path to picture is like a trail through the mountains.  You might think of the hiking trail up the hills 

of  Devil’s Lake.  No room to pass.  It requires careful steps and so. 

 

The teachings that Jesus has given would be far more difficult to live by.  The social implications of deciding to 

follow Christ would make life more difficult to navigate.  It is a decision to swim upstream rather than 



downstream.  It will call for sacrifice and unselfishness.  It will call for living counter to the culture you’re 

surrounded by.  It is a more difficult path and that’s what makes it a radical decision. 

 

Choosing life or destruction isn’t radical.  Everyone wants to do that.  But the problem is that the easy path is 

not the one that leads to life.  And this is why sharing the Gospel as only a decision between destination and 

status with God is deceiving.  Jesus talks about the narrow path.  We must be careful not to just talk about a 

decision between heaven and hell.  But between two different life roads.  This is the essence of repentance.   

 

One must abandon the wide path to get on the narrow road and go through the narrow gate.  For the wide path 

does not lead to the narrow gate and eternal life. 

 

Decision #2: Walk Away from Popular Religion 

 

Matthew 7:15-23 "Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are 

ravenous wolves. 16"You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes, nor figs 

from thistles, are they? 17"Even so, every good tree bears good fruit; but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18"A 

good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. 19"Every tree that does not bear 

good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20"So then, you will know them by their fruits. 21"Not everyone 

who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in 

heaven. 22"Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name 

cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?' 23"And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew 

you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.'  

 

Now in the context of the Sermon on the Mount who do you suppose the false prophets are? 

Who are ravenous wolves but appear innocent and harmless as sheep? 

Who are bad trees that produce bad fruit? 

Who will one day call Jesus Lord but don’t really believe Him or know Him? 

 

He’s got to be talking about the Scribes and Pharisees who teach rule keeping and come off as having the 

spiritual answers for the common people, but are leading them to destruction. 

 

The word “BEWARE!!” should not be underestimated.  Discern and steer clear. 

 

Whether in suits and ties or smocks and collars, our nation’s churches and pulpits are filled with what seems 

like harmless and helpful teachers of the Word, yet are on the path to destruction themselves and taking a 

multitude of undiscerning sheep with them. 

 

And why is it a costly decision for people to cast aside churches, pastors and teachers who speak the popular 

message of rule keeping and works-based religion?  Because they will be misunderstood.  Because they will be 

thought of as arrogant and religious nuts. 

 

At first glance the fruit of such false teachers appears to be good.  They look good. They sound good. But their 

teaching doesn’t produce faith-filled self-sacrificing unworldly flocks.  It produces flocks and followers that 

have a religious coating on them, but whose lives are no different than the rest of the world. 

 

These leaders care more about the religious system they promote than the members of their flock.  It was true of 

the Scribes and Pharisees, and it’s true of works-based churches in our day.  They have a system, they have a 

regimen, and they are slaves to the protocol.   

 

They will marry two unequally yoked couples as long as they meet the protocol.  But they will turn away two 

believers who don’t. 



 

They will serve communion to church members who are seeking to make up for their sin, and turn away 

genuine believers because they are members of a church with a different label. 

 

Religious behavior that lacks Godliness.  Good trees produce good fruit.  And bad trees produce bad fruit. 

 

Any person who turns away from mainstream religion to follow the radical teachings of Christ is going to catch 

it.  Especially in countries where it means turning away from Islam, Hinduism, or Buddhism.  Those folks will 

stand before the judge of the earth and call Him Lord, Lord, thinking that their religion will make them right 

before God only to find out it doesn’t. 

 

The same thing is true when people of religionized forms of Christianity find themselves before Christ on 

judgment day relying upon their own works and religious faithfulness to have made them right before God.  

Their end will be the same as a Buddhist, Muslim, Hindu or Satanist.  Separation. 

 

It’s a costly decision to reject mainstream religion for Christ, but a requirement for joining His kingdom. 

 

Decision #3: Build your life on the teachings of Christ  

 

Matthew 7:24-27 "Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine, and acts upon them, may be compared 

to a wise man, who built his house upon the rock. 25"And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the 

winds blew, and burst against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded upon the rock. 26"And 

everyone who hears these words of Mine, and does not act upon them, will be like a foolish man, who built his 

house upon the sand. 27"And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst against 

that house; and it fell, and great was its fall."  

 
Once again we have a costly decision.  The teachings of Christ are the foundation.  The teachings of man and 
world religions are sand.   
 
Jesus’ teachings will carry through anything.  The teachings and the ways of man won’t hold up through all 
that life can throw at you. 
 
What it seems Jesus is trying to say here is that both decisions our costly decisions.  Building your house on the 
rock is going to be costly in the short run.  But building your house on the sand is ultimately going to fall apart 
in this world and will carry people beyond the grave to a big surprise on judgment day. 
 
Jesus calls for decision and He assures us that the end is better if we lay our lives down at the beginning.  But 
He assures us also that if we don’t, we can’t have both our way now and also withstand what’s coming.    
 
Conclusion:  Have you made these costly decisions?  Are you on the narrow path headed for the narrow gate?  
Or are you trying to walk down the wide road and building your life on the sinking sand thinking it’s all going 
to turn out okay?  As long you’re a good person, by human standards… 
 
Jesus is saying “Beware of the broad road!”  Beware of the false prophets and their message!  Beware of 
facing Him on judgment day standing in your own righteousness.  Beware of building your life on sand. 
 
It all comes down to embracing the person of Christ, the teaching of Christ,  the death and resurrection of 
Christ, and the Christ-like life. 
 
Let’s pray. 


