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John 3.1-3 

Born Again To See The Kingdom Of God 

 

 

Aim: to embrace the new birth as a divine act of God that ushers us into His Kingdom. 

 

Scripture Reading: John 3.1-10  

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

Thinking all the way back, I remember the day that I was born.  It was cold day in January.  Of 

course, I do not remember the day I was born.  But I do know this, that on January 16
th

 1975 I 

had absolutely nothing to do with my birth and being born into this world.   And since that day, I 

have been alive and living and the whole world knows Keith Blessing is alive. 

 

I can’t take credit for my birth, for my being born into this world.  That is a special work of God 

producing a new life from my mom and dad.  It had nothing to do with me.  I didn’t choose when 

I would be born.  I didn’t choose where I would be born.  I didn’t choose how I would be born.  I 

didn’t choose why I would be born.  It was a special work of God in both my mom and my dad’s 

life where I would be the fruit of God’s special work. 

 

Psalm 139.13-16 “For You formed my inward parts; You wove me in 

my mother’s womb.  I will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and 

wonderfully made; Wonderful are Your works, and my soul knows it 

very well.  My frame was not hidden from You, when I was made in 

secret, and skillfully wrought in the depths of the earth; Your eyes 

have seen my unformed substance and in Your book were all written 

the days that were ordained for me, when as yet there was not one of 

them.”   
 

In Scripture we are told of another birth that happens in people’s lives.  It is the new birth or it is 

called being born again or being born from above.  I think I remember the first time I heard the 

term born again.  It was when my older brother came storming through our front door on one 

Sunday afternoon proclaiming he had been born again.  We had no idea what he was talking 

about, but I did see a new life in him and as a matter of fact a totally different life. 
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Last week we studied John 2.23-25 and we learned of Jesus’ all-knowing knowledge of man and 

what is in man.  Jesus knows things about you that you do know and that you do not know about 

you.  All of those sin filled thoughts you have.  All of those lustful desires that you have.  All of 

those acts of unrighteousness that that you do.  He knows them all and He knows the origin of 

those thoughts, desires, and acts.  He also knows your righteous thoughts.  He knows your holy 

desires.  He knows every righteous deed that you do.  He knows them all and He knows the 

origin of those righteous thoughts, desires, and deeds. 

 

It is in this overflow of Jesus’ all-knowing knowledge that He has of man and what is in man that 

leads us into chapter 3 today.  A man named Nicodemus comes to Jesus to talk with Him and 

something profoundly great is revealed to Nicodemus and the whole world.   

 

Let’s read it together John 3.1-3. 

 

Title: Born Again To See The Kingdom Of God 

Aim: to embrace the new birth as a divine act of God that ushers us into His Kingdom.  

 

 

 

A Man Named Nicodemus (v.1) 

 

“Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of 

the Jews;” 
 

Isn’t it interesting that the Apostle John just told us that because Jesus knew all men and what 

was in man that He did not entrust Himself to those who were believing in His name and 

observing His signs and now in the next verse into chapter 3 we have a man who comes to Jesus 

because he was observing His signs and believed Him to be from God and Jesus receives Him?  

Well more on that in a minute…so who was this man that comes to Jesus? 

 

John tells us that he was a man of the Pharisees and his name was Nicodemus and he was a 

ruler of the Jews.   
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He was a Pharisee.  Most of you are familiar with the term and label Pharisee.  We often use it 

in the context of someone who is being holier than thou, a legalist, an outward show-off, or a 

hypocrite.  But what was a Pharisee?   

 

(Phillips) “A Pharisee identifies them as religious exclusives, separatists by belief and practice.”  

As a matter of fact the term Pharisee may even mean “to separate or separated ones”.  “They 

were strict about all matters pertaining to the keeping of the law like: the Sabbath, tithing, 

circumcision, ceremonial cleanliness, eating only certain foods, fasting, observing holy days.  

They maintained that the oral law was as necessary and as binding as the written law and they 

were thus the champions of those “traditions of the elders” denounced by Christ.  Nicodemus 

was a Pharisee, an outwardly righteous man with a well-developed religious conscience.” 

 

(MacArthur) So where did they come from?  The origin of the Pharisees happened sometime 

during the intertestamental period between the Old Testament and the New Testament.  During 

this time the Pharisees opposed the Hellenistic practices that were influencing Jewish culture.  

Hellenistic means everything that pertained to Greek thought, politics, and its practices under 

Alexander the Great.  So the beginning of this group of Pharisees had to do with them separating 

themselves from Hellenistic or Greek thought, philosophy, practice and politics of the Greeks. 

 

But this is actually pretty interesting because Nicodemus who is a Pharisee has a Greek name 

which means “victorious people” and this shows just how Hellenistic and Greek that Judaism 

had actually become over this period of time even though they began as separatists away from 

Hellenism.  Josephus the first century historian said that there were probably around 6,000 

Pharisees during the time of Herod the Great.  We can understand very quickly how these 

Pharisees permeated the Jewish people and their culture.  They were actually beloved by the 

common man in Jewish times. 
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But John also tells us in verse 1 that Nicodemus is also a ruler of the Jews.  This simply means 

that he was also a part of the Sanhedrin that we have already talked about in length in John 1.19 

& John 2.13 when we discussed the leaders of the Jews.  Nicodemus was one of those men.  He 

had an incredible amount of influence over the Jewish people.  Nicodemus was a Pharisee and 

a ruler of the Jews. 

 

Nicodemus Came To Jesus By Night (v.2) 

 

“and this man came to Him by night, and said to Him, “Rabbi, we 

know that You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can do 

these signs that You do unless God is with him.” 

 

If you’re at all like me, you have heard from just about every bible teacher and preacher that 

Nicodemus was afraid of the other Pharisees and Jewish leaders, so he comes to Jesus under the 

protection of night/darkness.  Maybe he was afraid, but I think when you actually study verse 2 I 

don’t think that’s there at all.  When you look at Jewish culture and the simple fact that both 

Jesus and Nicodemus would have been busy teaching and preaching throughout the day, it was 

customary to gather in the night, at the end of the day to relax and discuss the deep things of 

God.  So I don’t automatically believe that Nicodemus went at night because he was afraid.  It 

could have simply been customary of the day and what their day allowed. 

 

Nevertheless, look in verse 2 and notice just how beautiful and humble Nicodemus approaches 

the Christ, the Son of God, Jesus.  He calls Him Rabbi.  Which is to demonstrate to Jesus that 

Nicodemus recognized that He had authority and to demonstrate that Jesus was at least His 

equal, and perhaps Nicodemus, by calling Him Rabbi was even submitting Himself to Jesus, 

since the term Rabbi can mean my great one and my master.   

 

But also notice in verse 2 that Nicodemus says, we know that You have come from God.  

Who’s the we?  Man, this is sweet.  It’s some of the other Pharisees.  It’s others on the 

Sanhedrin.  Isn’t it awesome that God still works among the hard and callous groups of people 

that are hell bent against Him?  We see this everywhere in Scripture and everywhere in life that 

there is always a remnant of God’s people or soon to be God’s people in every place and in every 

group. 
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Even when the Apostle Paul was afraid for his very life the Lord comforts him with these 

words…“Do not be afraid any longer, but go on speaking and do not be silent; for I am 

with you, and no man will attack you in order to harm you, for I have many people in this 

city.” (Acts 18.9)  God has a remnant in every place.  And here we see at least the beginnings of 

something really sweet in Nicodemus’ life and at least a few others’ lives in the Sanhedrin court.   

 

Nicodemus tells Jesus we know that you have come from God.  In Nicodemus is an 

understanding that Messiah will come from God.  To come from God means to come from one 

place to another.  It was right for Nicodemus to know that the Messiah would come from God.  

Just like the Apostle John declared that for all eternity the Word was with God, the Word was 

face to face with God.  So for Nicodemus, perhaps this Jesus performing these signs is the long 

awaited Messiah.    So… 

 

What Convinced Him And Them He Came From God? (v.2) 

 

“for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.” 
 

Nicodemus and the we (these other Pharisees) knew that no one can do what Jesus was doing 

unless God was with him.  And right here we see yet another moment of mental belief and 

intellectual understanding.  Nicodemus and these other Pharisees knew that only God can do 

what Jesus was doing in these signs.  These signs and miracles were simply amazing. 

 

So perhaps Nicodemus strolls over to where Jesus is and wants to talk about the miracles the 

signs and wonders that Jesus was performing for all of these people and Pharisees to observe.  

So how does Jesus welcome Nicodemus’ conversation? 

 

Jesus Cuts To The Quick (v.3) 

 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 

kingdom of God.” 
 

What’s the purpose of the signs?  John 20.31 “So that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.” 
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So if believing in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God and having life in His name is the 

purpose and aim for every sign/for every miracle, then in essence what Jesus is confronting 

Nicodemus with is not to get bogged down in only being amazed by the signs, but to get to the 

destination of where the sign is pointing to…to the ultimate aim and that is who Jesus is and 

believing in Him. 

 

So Jesus cuts to the quick and says, “Truly, truly I say to you, unless one is born again he 

cannot see the kingdom of God.”  We don’t usually say things like “Truly, truly”.  But in 

Jesus’ day these words meant that something important was about to follow.  These words were 

used to get your full attention.  These words were used so that the listener would have sober 

thoughts about what was about to be said.  And that everything that followed was of the utmost 

importance and of the utmost truth.  And this truth that was about to be spoken was a faithful 

truth…a truth that would never be not true.   

 

“Truly, truly I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

 

And I bet you didn’t know that Jesus was from the mid-south because the word you in verse 3 is 

actually in the plural and literally means, “Truly, truly I say to ya’ll”.  You know Nicodemus 

and those few other Pharisees.  If this is what ya’ll believe about My signs, then, “Truly, truly I 

say to ya’ll, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

 

Nicodemus this truth, this faithful truth, this forever truth, of being born again, this goes for 

you and for those other few Pharisees that will be mine really soon.  “Truly, truly ya’ll must be 

born again or you will not see the kingdom of God.” 

 

Even for an outwardly righteous, clean, and separated man like Nicodemus he was born into sin, 

he was born with a sin nature inherited from his father and ultimately from Adam.  Nicodemus 

was born in sin and that sin alienated him from God.  He was born lost and on his way to a lost 

eternity, as an alien and an enemy of God.  He was a prey to evil desires, evil deeds, and an evil 

disposition.  Even the outwardly righteous and pious Nicodemus must be born again.   
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We too were born the same way and in the same condition as Nicodemus.  We were all born into 

sin with a sin nature.  We too have been alienated and separated from God.  We to are enemies of 

God because our sin, every sin, is an attack against His holiness.  We too are all prey to evil 

desires within us, evil deeds, and an evil disposition.  Even on our best day we are filled with sin 

against God and you and me both, just like Nicodemus, must be born again.  

 

Two Camps = Synergism vs. Monergism 

 

So what does it mean to be born again?  Well, here we go this morning.  J.C. Ryle says, “A man 

may be ignorant of many things in religion, and yet be saved.  But to be ignorant of the matters 

handled in this chapter is to be in the broad way which leadeth to destruction.”   

 

So what does it mean to be born again?  Either you believe and think that being born again is a 

command from Jesus that must be obeyed or you believe that it’s a statement of truth and reality 

that is done to you or for you. 

  

If you think and believe that to be born again is a command from Jesus then you must believe 

that in some way shape or form you must make yourself be born again.  What this means is that 

your belief, your actions, your faith, your repentance, your conversion and everything you do 

towards Christ precedes your new birth in Christ.  I must do all of these things and then I will be 

born again.  That’s one position/belief. 

 

If you believe that it’s a statement of truth and reality, then you must believe that in some way 

shape or form something must happen to you in order for you to be born again.  Something 

outside of yourself must take the initiative and cause you to be born again. 

 

These are the two camps of belief when it comes to your salvation, conversion, and regeneration.  

These two camps of belief are called Synergism and Monergism. 

 

Synergism means that men/women work together with God in certain aspects of salvation, for 

example, his/her faith and regeneration.  So salvation is both a God and man work.  Monergism 

means that your salvation, conversion and regeneration is accomplished totally by the working of 

God only. 
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So what is it?  Is being born again something you do or is it something that happens to you?  

Well let’s look at verse 3 again.  The way the phrase you must be born again is written in the 

original language is in the passive voice, it is not in the imperative.  So Jesus is not commanding 

Nicodemus to do anything, He is telling Nicodemus what must happen to him in order for him 

to see the kingdom of God.   

 

In essence it is like saying you must become born again.  You must be given a new birth from 

above.  Just like your natural birth had nothing to do with you, your spiritual birth has nothing to 

do with you either.  It is something that happens to you.  Being born again, the new birth, born 

from above is a divine act of God that precedes any act of man.  This is the way Jesus said it to 

Nicodemus, you must be born again.  You must be born from above.  And truly the Apostle 

John has already stated this very clearly in John 1.12-13 

 

“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become 

children of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were 

born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, 

but of God.”  
 

But what about another Apostle who was very close to Jesus.  What about the Apostle Peter? 

 

1 Peter 1.3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a 

living hope…” 
 

Just like it can be said that your earthly father “caused” your natural birth, here Peter, through the 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit, teaches us that our Heavenly Father caused our spiritual birth.  He 

is the one who has chosen you and adopted you and therefore has sent His Holy Spirit to 

regenerate you, to give you new life, to cause you to be born again, this new birth.   

 

So being born again from above is a divine act of God alone where you are created new.  You 

are born again as a new person, another person, where the old self is taken away and behold a 

new person is now alive.   This new birth comes from above not from the world and most 

definitely now from you. 
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Lord willing we will talk a little further/deeper into how you are born again next week. 

 

A Passage Of Scripture For An Unregenerate Person 
 

A couple of weeks ago Jason threw this out to the men on The Table…”I would like to know 1 

passage of Scripture that you believe is exactly what an unregenerate person needs to hear that 

would cause them to stop and consider.”  Jason just wanted us to cut to the quick and tell us what 

we use to captivate a lost person’s mind.  There were a few really good suggestions of Scriptures 

given.  But Pastor Mike threw out John 3.3, “you must be born again.”   

 

2,000 years ago this stumped Nicodemus and stopped him in his tracks.  And today, we continue 

to see that men and women who are not in Christ are still be stumped and stopped by this one 

thought from Jesus…”you must be born again.”   

 

Jesus cut to the quick with Nicodemus.  Nicodemus wanted to talk about the signs, but Jesus’ 

response is basically telling Nicodemus let’s get to what My signs and miracles were pointing 

to.  They were pointing to Me.  They were pointing to My Kingdom, but before you can truly 

see Me and see My Kingdom you must be born again. 

 

Jesus’ response to Nicodemus puts on display v. 24 & v.25 of John 2 and Jesus’ all-knowing 

knowledge of mankind and what is in man.  Jesus knows what is in Nicodemus and He knows 

what Nicodemus needs.  Nicodemus is full of the flesh and nothing but the flesh.  There is no 

Spirit in him.  He only has been born once as a natural man.  He needs to be born again.  But as 

a Pharisee he doesn’t see the need nor does he understand what Jesus means.  Nicodemus 

initially thinks it’s something that he must do.  He says in verse 4 (READ). 

 

Nicodemus missed it.  Once again, you must be born again is not a command…it is a statement 

of truth.  Jesus is telling Nicodemus that he must be born again in order to see the kingdom of 

God.  He is not telling Nicodemus something that Nicodemus must do, but something that must 

happen to him.  He must be born again.  He must have a second birth.  He must have a new 

birth.   
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There is nothing about your natural birth where you have ever had the thought that it was 

something that you did.  You have never thought even for one second that you participated in 

your natural conception and birth.  I mean, right!!! 

 

And just like Zech said last Wednesday night….Nicodemus is confused and resorts to thinking 

that he must do something like enter the womb again to be born again.  So from even this 

moment right here in John 3 we have been stumbling over works-based salvation.  I must enter 

into the womb again, so that I can be born again and see the Kingdom of God.  I must cause 

myself to be born again so that I can see the kingdom of God.  This is the understanding of the 

flesh not the Spirit.  This is the flesh thinking.   

 

Fast forward 2,000 years and it sounds like this now…I must be baptized in order to see the 

kingdom of God.  I must say a prayer in order to be born again and see the kingdom of God.  

I must do this and I must do that in order to be born again and see the kingdom of God. 

 

How have you personally thought about this faithful truth from Jesus?  How have you thought 

about your own spiritual new birth?  Do you believe in the biblical way or do you believe in 

man’s way…the way that Nicodemus first believed?  Do you believe that your new birth your 

new life in Christ is your work or is it a work of God? 

 

Because I need you to know this right now…there’s only two ways to think about you being 

born again.  There’s God’s way and there’s man’s way.  God’s way is being born again from 

above by God alone and God receiving all the glory.  Man’s way is you doing the work and you 

getting all the glory and attention, but you get all the glory and attention while in hell!  You must 

be born again from above from God and not from below from man. 

 

Why The New Birth (v.3) 

 

 “unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
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So why the new birth?  Why is Jesus so concerned about telling this faithful truth, truly, truly 

unless one is born again, to Nicodemus?  Because as significant and meaningful and necessary 

as the belief and doctrine of the new birth is…it is not the ultimate aim for Christ here.   

 

Many of you have, as Jude tells us, have contended earnestly for the faith and have spent many 

hours and many prayers showing many people from Scripture the true way of salvation.  Many 

of you have poured countless hours in helping brothers and sisters to see the truth of our 

salvation and even their salvation.  You have contended earnestly with them to see from God’s 

Word His way of saving us and regenerating us to new life in Christ.  You have fought the good 

fight of faith shunning man-centered salvation, which is no salvation at all, to show that salvation 

is a total work of God and has nothing to do with man’s efforts. 

 

I know this about you and your labor for a true gospel.  And we still contend earnestly today, 

because every man’s flesh and pride wants the praise and glory and honor for their salvation.  I 

know that you have contended earnestly and therefore because of our fight for the true gospel, 

sadly sometimes we miss the end of verse 3. 

 

“unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

 

Jesus’ desire for Nicodemus is for him to understand that he needs to be born again, so that 

Nicodemus can see the kingdom of God.   

 

What Jesus is saying in verse 3 is that the goal of a man’s life is not simply to be born again, 

but to see the Kingdom of God.  But before you can see it, you must be born again…you must 

be born from above.  It takes an altogether new life, a new mind, a new heart in order to see the 

kingdom of God. 

 

And not only to see it, but to embrace it and to enjoy it.  The Kingdom of God is the goal, it is 

the aim, and it is the extended gift of the new birth.  This is why Jesus came preaching about the 

Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of heaven.  This is why the apostles in Acts preached about 

the Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of heaven.  There is a realm for us to behold. 
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So even as significant and necessary as being born again, being born from above, and the new 

birth is…it is not the end itself, but a means to something else.  The Kingdom of God is the aim 

for being born again.  The Kingdom of God is that something else.  And Jesus desires for 

Nicodemus and these few other Pharisees to see the Kingdom of God. 

 

So what is the Kingdom of God? 

 

The Universal Sweep Of God’s Sovereignty (v.3b) 

 

The Kingdom of God is really what every soul longs for.  This is what is at war in the 

unbeliever.  There is the depravity of mankind, the sinful nature and sinful corruption that pushes 

the unbeliever to hate God, to be at war with God, and to be at enmity with Him.  But yet we 

know that every person is created in the image of God and therefore their deepest longing is 

actually for God, but because of their depravity and their sinfulness they do not even know what 

it is that they long for, so they hate God…the very One who can truly satisfy this longing in their 

soul.    

 

So in the deep, deep parts of every human soul is this longing for the Kingdom of God.  So 

what is the kingdom of God?  The Kingdom of God is the realm of Jesus’ rule, His reign, His 

Sovereignty, and His Sovereign grace.  (Hendriksen) It’s the realm where Jesus’ rule is 

recognized and obeyed and in which His grace prevails.    

 

Every kingdom has a king and every kingdom has citizens of that king.  And those citizens live 

under the sovereignty of the king and they obey his statues, ordinances, and they love the king.  

This is what Jesus desire for Nicodemus.  He desires for Him to see the glory of Jesus’ 

kingdom.  To see it and to enter into His Kingdom.  And this is what Jesus desires for mankind.  

But because of sin and its corruption we cannot even see our desperate need for Christ and His 

rule over our lives. 
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It’s almost like every rebellious child.  We see their hatred against their parents and authority, 

but we all know that every rebellious child is really screaming for authority and screaming for 

their parent’s hearts in many ways.  They long for their parents, but they have no idea what they 

long for, so they continue to hate them and rebel against them. 

 

In Psalm chapter 2 the nations raged against God.  The kings of the earth took their stand and 

they all counseled together against the LORD and they said, “Let us tear their fetters apart and 

cast away their cords from us!” 

 

The nations and the kings of the earth, didn’t want to be ruled by God.  They didn’t want to be 

under His authority.  They didn’t see the grace in His fetters and in His cords restraining their 

evil.  So they wanted the fetters and the cords of God to be torn apart and thrown away. 

 

And the Psalmist says in the next verse, “He who sits in the heavens laughs, the Lord scoffs at 

them.  Then He will speak to them in His anger and terrify them in His fury.”  People have no 

idea how sweet the fetters and the cords of the LORD are.  They keep us in check.  They keep us 

restrained from evil.  They keep us from sin and wickedness against God. 

 

Even today we see that people in our nation will do just about anything to remove any kind of 

fetter and cord that keeps them from doing and being evil against the LORD.  And they hate the 

Kingdom presence of the power of the gospel and the church of God and so one day they will go 

so far as to remove the church and its people from their lives so that they are unhindered in their 

evil deeds.  They hate the fetters and the cords of God’s restraining graces.  They hate the 

presence of His Kingdom, they hate the power of the gospel and the glory of the King’s church 

and the King’s sovereign rule. 

 

This is why Paul tells us that there is power in the gospel, because in the gospel of Jesus’ death 

and His burial and His resurrection Jesus is demonstrating to the world that His Kingdom has 

come and He has conquered sin, death, the grave and hell.  He has overcome all worldliness and 

He stands victorious and triumphant over every creature great and small.   
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And the only way to see His Kingdom and the only way to abide in His Kingdom, and the only 

way to enjoy and delight in His Kingdom is to be born again from above into it.  You must be 

born again from above to see it, to abide in it, and to enjoy and delight in the King’s Kingdom 

and dominion. 

 

Listen my brothers and sisters….by all means of the Holy Spirit contend earnestly for the true 

gospel of Holy Spirit regeneration in the new birth, but please don’t forget that the new birth is a 

means to an end.  It is a means to the Kingdom of God.  It is a means to Jesus.  To See Him for 

who He is…the Christ.  To Believe in Him for who He is….the Son of God.  To Savor Him for 

who He is…the eternal King of glory. 

 

Can you see your King high & lifted up as He sovereignly reigns over you and over all the earth? 

 

Do you believe in your King’s sovereign reign this morning? 

 

Do you savor in your King’s sovereign reign this morning? 

 

There is something greater than the kingdom of this world…it is the Kingdom of The beloved 

Son in  whom we have redemption the forgiveness of sins.   

 

Worship your King this morning. 

Adore your King this morning. 

Reverence your King this morning. 

Exalt in your King this morning. 

Extol your King this morning. 

 

Come before Him with joyful shouting…Know that the LORD Himself is God; It is He who has 

made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.  Say among the 

nations, the LORD reigns and He has done great things for you.  And He has filled you with joy.  

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Him, what can mere man do to you?  Go 

into this world as I child of the King and proclaim His supremacy over all things and command 

people in the name of King Jesus to repent and to turn to Him and bow down and call Him Lord! 
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v.4 –  

 

v.5 – options for born of “water and Spirit” 

 

born of water = John MacArthur on understanding John’s baptism and if water means baptism 

then Jesus would have been baptizing….everyone would have. 

 

MacArthur – page 105 one of the glorious passages Ezekiel 36 “water and spirit” 

 

v.5-6 – To possess the privileges of Judaism a man only needed to be born of the seed of 

Abraham after the flesh.  To possess the privileges of Christ’s kingdom, a man must be born 

again of the Holy Ghost.  ~J. C. Ryle (p.122) 

 

The truest description of the change which we all need in order to make us real Christians, is the 

expression, “new birth.”  ~J.C. Ryle (p.123) 

 

 

 

Build on the idea of the Spirit and the wind.  Can the sound of the Spirit be heard in our daily 

conversations from our daily lives?  Can the affects of the Spirit wind be seen in our daily lives?  

Or is it the sounds/affects of the flesh? 

 

What is opposite of wind? 

 

Invisible Movement of God – But you see the affects of the movement of God.  ~ Card (p.60) 

 

 

 

 

v.6 – Phillips (p.67) on the flesh reproducing flesh only…of its kind. 

 

New birth means no past only a future.  A brand new baby has no past only his/her future. 

 

 

Nicodemus  

 

The Kingdom of God – The reign of God and particularly about His reign over earth through 

Jesus Christ.   
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You must be born again…you must be birthed anew from above to enter this kingdom of God.  

In order to see it and to abide in this kingdom you must be born again into it.  In order to see His 

kingdom, to see the beauty of His sovereignty, His majesty, and His supremacy you must be 

born again spiritually.  In order to abide in His Kingdom, to live and dwell as an righteous citizen 

of the King you must be born again into it.   


