
7 
 

Prepared by C. Stephen David [Email: cstephendavid@gmail.com] [Blog: www.messageforourage.blogspot.com] 

FINDING GOD’S WILL  
FOR MARRIAGE 

THE BIBLICAL VIEW 

Part A) Old Testament: What is the authority for believers in the Old 
Testament? 

The first five books of the Bible are called Torah, which means, law, for much of the 
Torah has God-given laws.  

How many laws are there in Torah? According to early Jewish scholars, 
there are 613 laws.  

Question: What condition did God lay for the Israelites about whom 
to marry? 

v Deuteronomy 7:1,3-4—[1] "When the Lord your God brings you into the 
land that you are entering to take possession of it, and clears away many 
nations before you, the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, 
the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven nations more numerous and 
mightier than you…[3] You shall not intermarry with them, giving your 
daughters to their sons or taking their daughters for your sons, [4] for they 
would turn away your sons from following me, to serve other gods. Then the 
anger of the Lord would be kindled against you, and he would destroy you 
quickly.  

o Exception Deuteronomy 21:10-14 [Marrying female captives] 

v Numbers 36:6, “This is what the LORD commands for Zelophehad's 
daughters: They may marry anyone they please as long as they marry within the 
tribal clan of their father.” 

Question: From the numerous laws in the Old Testament, do we find any law that 
says, “God has a specific individual for you to marry; seek the mind of the Lord, find 
who that person is through signs [inner peace, Scripture, situation] and marry that 
person”? 
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Part B) New Testament: What is the essential authority for believers in the 
NT? Gospels and Apostolic writings 

How many books are there in the New Testament? 27 books. 

1) Gospels [Jesus’ Teaching]: 

• Teaching about Divorce (Matthew 5:31-32; 19:1-9; Mark 10:1ff; ) 

• Celibacy (Matthew 19:10-12) 

• No marriage in resurrection (Matthew 22:23-33; Mark 12:19ff; Luke 20:28ff) 

Question: From the teaching of Jesus in the gospels, do we find, “God has a specific 
individual for you to marry; seek the mind of the Lord, find who that person is 
through signs [inner peace, Scripture, situation] and marry that person”? 

2) Epistles [Apostles Teaching]: How many letters are written to churches? 
Paul [13 letters] General [9 letters] 

• Marriage and Celibacy [1 Corinthians 7] 

• Family Life [Ephesians 5:22-6:4; Colossians 3:18-21] 

• Elder’s Family Life [1 Timothy 3:4-5; Titus 1:6] 

• Conduct of a Believing Wife [1 Peter 3:1-6] 

• Conduct of a Believing Husband [1 Peter 3:7] 

Question: From the teaching of the apostles, do we find, “God has a specific 
individual for you to marry; seek the mind of the Lord, find who that person is 
through signs [inner peace, Scripture, situation] and marry that person”? 

When is the only time in the entire Holy Bible where God directly 
spoke to a person whom to specifically marry? In Hosea 1:2-3, “Go, 
take to yourself a wife of whoredom and have children of whoredom, for the land 
commits great whoredom by forsaking the Lord.” So he went and took Gomer, the 
daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son.  

WHAT IS GOD’S WILL FOR MARRIAGE? 
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v Gen. 2:16-17, “And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to 
eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.” 

You are free to eat from any tree in the garden: Does this speak about 
asking God from which tree they have to eat? or Do they have the freedom to eat 
from any tree? 

But you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil: 
Does this speak about God’s moral command? 

v 1 Corinthians 7:39, “A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. 
But if her husband dies, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in 
the Lord.” 

1) He/she must be a believer [only in the Lord]—moral command or condition 

J. Robin Maxson, coauthor of “Decision making and the will of God”: Where 
God commands, we must obey. 

2) Which believer to marry is a freedom of choice [whom she wishes] 

J. Robin Maxson: Where there is no command, God gives us freedom and 
responsibility to choose. 

DOES THE SCRIPTURE SAY ANYTHING ABOUT GOD SPEAKING TO HIS 
PEOPLE TO MARRY A PARTICULAR PERSON? 

The only condition God lays is to marry a believer: 

v 1 Corinthians 9:5, “Do we not have the right to take along a believing wife, 
as do the other apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas?” 

Who is a believer? Not a nominal Christian but… 

1. The one has a right understanding of the Gospel that Jesus Christ died for the 
sins of people and rose again from the dead. [not the gospel of healing, 
prosperity, self-esteem] 
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2. The one who repents of his sins and believes solely in the Lord Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of sin and eternal life. [not believing in Christ for personal 
comforts] 

3. The one who bears the fruit of the gospel (progressive growth in love and 
holiness) 

Caution: Some say, “I can marry an unbeliever and later convert that person.” 
Beware of deception! 

v 1 Corinthians 7:12, “To the rest I say (I, not the Lord) that if any brother 
has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he should 
not divorce her. [13] If any woman has a husband who is an unbeliever, and he 
consents to live with her, she should not divorce him. [14] For the unbelieving 
husband is made holy because of his wife, and the unbelieving wife is made holy 
because of her husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it 
is, they are holy. [15] But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so. In 
such cases the brother or sister is not enslaved. God has called you to peace. 
[16] For how do you know, wife, whether you will save your husband? Or how 
do you know, husband, whether you will save your wife? 

Comment: Paul says to a believing spouse to let her unbelieving spouse go if he/she 
wishes to. He taught not to force your unbelieving spouse to stay with you 
unwillingly with an intention to convert, for how do you know whether you will save 
your spouse? If this is what is written to a believing spouse within the context of 
marriage, how can you think about marrying an unbeliever and converting that 
person? This is nothing but deception and destruction of a godly marriage. 

v 2 Corinthians 6:14, “Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For 
what partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has 
light with darkness?” 

Warning from Solomon’s life: 

v 1 Kings 11:1, “Now King Solomon loved many foreign women, along with 
the daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite 
women, [2] from the nations concerning which the Lord had said to these 
people of Israel, "You shall not enter into marriage with them, neither shall 
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they with you, for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods." 
Solomon clung to these in love… [4] For when Solomon was old his wives 
turned away his heart after other gods, and his heart was not wholly true to 
the Lord his God, as was the heart of David his father.  

Summary: What is God’s will for marriage? 

§ Marry only a believer in the Lord. 

§ Which believer to marry is a freedom of choice.  

§ Of course, we need to pray and use God’s wisdom and discernment to make a 
wise choice. [3rd Session] 

Concluding Factors: 

1. God is the author of the institution of marriage.  

v Matthew 19:6, “What therefore God has joined together, let not man 
separate.” 

2. God has given you the freedom to marry.  

v 1 Corinthians 7:8-9, To the unmarried and the widows I say that it is 
good for them to remain single, as I am. But if they cannot exercise self-
control, they should marry. For it is better to marry than to burn with 
passion. 

3. God has given you the freedom to marry whomsoever you wish 
but commands you to marry only a believer. 

v 1 Corinthians 7:39, A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. 
But if her husband dies, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only 
in the Lord. 

4. Your responsibility is to follow the revealed will of God (marry 
a believer) and not be worried about the mysterious plan of 
God.  



12 
 

Prepared by C. Stephen David [Email: cstephendavid@gmail.com] [Blog: www.messageforourage.blogspot.com] 

v Deuteronomy 29:29, The secret things belong to the Lord our God, 
but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, 
that we may do all the words of this law. 

5. God knows who you would marry since He is omniscient.  

v Psalm 139:1-4, O Lord, you have searched me and known me! You 
know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from 
afar. You search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all 
my ways. Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O Lord, you know it 
altogether. 

6. God is sovereign, and when required, He can turn the events of 
your life to accomplish His will for His glory. 

v Isaiah 46:10-11, "For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and 
there is none like me, declaring the end from the beginning and from 
ancient times things not yet done, My counsel shall stand, and I will 
accomplish all my purpose,’ calling a bird of prey from the east, the man of 
my counsel from a far country. I have spoken, and I will bring it to pass; I 
have purposed, and I will do it.” 

Application: The teaching that, “God has a specific individual for you to marry; 
seek the mind of the Lord, find who that person is through signs [inner peace, 
Scripture, situation] and marry that person” is a traditional view, which is based 
mostly on personal feelings (intuition), and not a biblical perspective.  

Why this subject is important? 

1. People would not be deceived.  

2. People would not manipulate others to marry them. 

3. People would not blame God when they make unwise choices in marriage.  

4. People would be wise and discerning in choosing their life-partner.  

5. People would learn to read the Holy Bible appropriately without imposing 
their views on it.  
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Next Session: Although we have freedom to marry whichever believer we wish in 
the Lord, we need to pray for God’s wisdom in making a wise choice. We will look in 
the next session what practical wise steps we can take to marry a person.  


