Things Most Surely Believed Among Us:
An Exposition of the 1689 Baptist Confession of Faith
Chapter 1: Of the Holy Scriptures

I. THE NECESSITY OF THE SCRIPTURES
A. THE DECLARATION OF SCRIPTURE’S NECESSITY
1. It’s Unique Characteristics
A. SUFFICIENT
B. CERTAIN
C. INFALLIBLE

2. It’s Sphere of Necessity
A. KNOWLEDGE
B. FAITH
C. OBEDIENCE

B. THE LIMITATION OF GENERAL REVELATION
1. The Elements of General Revelation
A. THE LIGHT OF NATURE
B. THE WORK OF CREATION
C. THE WORK OF PROVIDENCE

2. The Ability of General Revelation
A. IT MANIFESTS THE GOODNESS OF GOD

B. IT MANIFESTS THE WISDOM OF GOD
C. IT MANIFESTS THE POWER OF GOD
D. IT LEAVES MEN INEXCUSABLE

3. The Inability of General Revelation

C. THE GRANTING OF SPECIAL REVELATION
1. The Different Times and Manners of Special Revelation

2. The Purpose of Special Revelation
D. THE INSCRIPTURATION OF SPECIAL REVELATION
1. The Purposes Behind Inscripturation
A. THE BETTER PRESERVATION OF THE TRUTH
B. THE BETTER PROPAGATION OF THE TRUTH
C. THE MORE SURE ESTABLISHMENT AND COMFORT OF THE CHURCH
i. Against the Corruption of the Flesh
ii. Against the Malice of Satan
iii. Against the Malice of the World

E. THE REASON WHY THE SCRIPTURES ARE NOW INDISPENSIBLE



