
Jesus Christ: How Faith Responds 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Turn in your Bibles to Matthew 2.  Tonight we’ll be reading the story of the peculiar visit of the magi to 

Jerusalem.   

 

Matthew’s gospel establishes pretty clearly in Chapter 1 that Jesus’ identity, birth and mission is the most 

unique and significant of all.  And apart from knowledge of what makes Jesus unique and significant, the 

magi’s visit doesn’t make much sense at all.    

 

This is a story which is not only peculiar, but also somewhat confronting.  It shows how human response to 

Jesus started and was prophetic in terms of how Jesus would be responded to through the rest of history.  And I 

dare say that each of us in this room may well identify with one or more of the types of responses to Jesus that 

we will see in the story. 

 

Before I read the story though, permit me to remind everyone briefly of how Matthew presented the arrival of 

Jesus as the most unique and significant of all: 

 

1) He was the final person in the royal line of David.  While many before Him would have qualified as the 

royal line, He is the only one who never had a descendant either by procreation or adoption. 

2) He was both God and man - no earthly father, He was conceived by God and yet was of human seed of 

the woman.   

3) He was God’s one and only answer to the inescapable damnation of the human sin nature.  The only 

human without sin such that He could pay sin’s penalty in behalf of hopeless sinners from among both 

Jews and Gentiles. 

 

These are just a few the major marks of distinction.  Now let’s read the story, and I want you to notice as I read 

who is in the story and how they responded to the arrival of God in human flesh. 

 

Matthew 2:1-12 (NASB)   
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, magi from the east 

arrived in Jerusalem, saying, 2"Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the 

east, and have come to worship Him." 3And when Herod the king heard it, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 

with him. 4And gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he began to inquire of them 

where the Christ was to be born. 5And they said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by 

the prophet, 

  
6'AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH, 

ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS OF JUDAH; 

FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME FORTH A RULER, 

WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.' " 

  
7Then Herod secretly called the magi, and ascertained from them the time the star appeared. 8And he sent 

them to Bethlehem, and said, "Go and make careful search for the Child; and when you have found Him, report 

to me, that I too may come and worship Him." 9And having heard the king, they went their way; and lo, the star, 

which they had seen in the east, went on before them, until it came and stood over where the Child was. 10And 

when they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And they came into the house and saw the 

Child with Mary His mother; and they fell down and worshiped Him; and opening their treasures they presented 

to Him gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And having been warned by God in a dream not to return to 

Herod, they departed for their own country by another way.  

 

Ok, we’ll start with the magi. 



 

Response #1: Faith-based Worship    (Magi) 

 

Last Sunday we delved into this, so I won’t spent much time here except to point out that the purpose of their 

visit was not curiosity.  It wasn’t sentimentality- that is they didn’t come all that way to see a baby. 

 

It was not even religious based.  This was a one time experience that was not required by whatever their religion 

might have been.  Somehow they had experienced a revelation, much like the shepherds in Luke’s story did, 

and they believed.   The belief is demonstrated by both their actions and their declaration. 

 

Actions: Their trip, their expense, their gifts, their falling down before Jesus all were actions rooted in belief of 

whatever revelation they had received.   

 

What was the declaration:  “Where is he who was born king of the Jews?”  As I explained last Sunday, they 

believed Jesus was King before He was ever born.  This is a statement of belief that Jesus was God.  Not only 

that He was a pre-existant person, but His identity was fixed -- and not by human methods and coronations. 

 

They walked right by the human king of the Jews, named Herod, holding their gifts for the divine King, named 

Jesus.  It was Jesus they worshipped. 

 

What do you believe about Jesus?  You may not have had your own personal divine revelation by an angel’s 

visit or some kind of bright illumination of the glory of God from the night sky, but you have certainly heard the 

testimony of scripture as to who Jesus is?  And to that I ask you what has been your response? 

 

Faith? Skepticism? Mere accumulation of knowledge?  If the truth of the identity of Jesus has not moved you 

from ignorance to faith to worship, then I would say you are in some real trouble. 

 

Perhaps your response is more like one of the next two: 

 

Response #2: Arrogant Indifference   (Chief Rulers and Scribes) 

 

The reader of this story, with any biblical knowledge at all, should find the response of the chief priests and 

scribes to be shocking and ironic.   

 

Of all people who should have made the trip to Bethlehem, it should have been them.  Here come Gentiles from 

the east, who are ignorant of the prophecies and biblical education, and they have come to worship Messiah 

upon His arrival. 

 

This is the crowning moment that every Jewish Israelite longed for and waited for.  The magi’s announcement 

stirred up the whole city so the chief priests and scribes had to have known about the reason why Herod asked 

where the Messiah was to be born.  

 

And it’s as if they just dig out the info and give Herod his answer, then yawn and go back to whatever they were 

doing. 

 

Friend, this is how most of the world responds the message of the best news the planet has ever received.  For 

God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever would believe in Him should not perish, but 

have everlasting life.  Yawn, yawn, ho-hum, pass me the carrots!  By the way, what time do the Packers play 

today? 

 



I say, this is a response of arrogant indifference because the only way you could be indifferent to Messiah is to 

believe or to think that you can save yourself, or that you’re good enough to compensate for your sin somehow 

and the you don’t deserve hell and eternal death separated from God.   

 

But let me tell you what.  If you realize that you have been hopeless to save yourself or erase your sin since the 

day you were born, indifference to the person who is the only One who can save you is unthinkable.   

 

Response #3: Defensive Opposition   (Herod) 

 

I would applaud Herod’s initial response as having more congruence to it than the chief priests and scribes.  

Herod knew enough to at least be threatened by the arrival of Messiah.  Although he has no intention of 

worshipping Jesus or paying homage to Him as a king greater than he could ever be, he at least reacts viscerally.   

 

Herod’s response is the normal human response to one whose royalty and kingdom would demand absolute 

submission and total surrender.  And such would be what Jesus would call for from all would-be subjects.  

Those who realize who Jesus is either worship Him and surrender or they oppose Him. 

 

Herod opposed Jesus and planned to do Him in.  Of course, no one can out-fox God. 

 

But my point tonight is to help us all see and think about our response to Jesus.  There are a great many who fill 

churches today who have never yielded unconditionally to Jesus as their king.  The idea of embracing His far-

out teaching and casting aside all other allegiances and following Him, having resigned all material and 

monetary ownership and rights to Him, is just unthinkable. 

 

If that is you, you’re not alone.  But if something doesn’t change you, like Herod, will die in your sin.  And then 

what? 

 

What does it profit a man to gain the whole world, keep his reign and seeming control, and forfeit his soul? 

 

Conclusion: 

 

Matthew does us all a service through this story and shows us how utterly delightful it can be to worship Jesus.   

 

The magi rejoiced exceedingly with great joy the scripture says, and bowing down before Christ and yielding to 

Him their expensive gifts was no trouble at all.  It was the delight of their life. 

 

And it can be yours as well.  What is it for you? 

 

Opposition, hold on to what you have? 

Indifference, I’m good enough as I am? 

or  

Faith in who Jesus is: God in flesh, Promised Messiah, Savior:  and surrendered allegiance and worship? 

 


