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Turn in your Bibles to Deut 34.  This is a transitional text appended to the book of Deut, likely by Joshua, 

Moses‟ successor.  It is the conclusion to both the book as well as the life and ministry of Israel‟s first and 

greatest spiritual and national leader prior to Jesus Christ. 

 

It is an epitaph on the life and ministry of Moses as well as the record of his death.  Ch 34 was likely written 

near the death of Joshua and appended by Joshua to Deuteronomy.
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  I want you to try to listen to this text as 

though you had been under Joshua‟s tremendous leadership through the conquering of the Promise Land.  Your 

about to suffer the loss of your larger than life leader and you are reading about or hearing the story of Moses‟ 

passing.     

 

Deut. 34:1-12 (NASB)  Now Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, 

which is opposite Jericho. And the LORD showed him all the land, Gilead as far as Dan, 2and all Naphtali and 

the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, and all the land of Judah as far as the western sea, 3and the Negev and the 

plain in the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, as far as Zoar. 4Then the LORD said to him, "This is the land 

which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, 'I will give it to your descendants'; I have let you see it 

with your eyes, but you shall not go over there." 5So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of 

Moab, according to the word of the LORD. 6And He buried him in the valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth-

peor; but no man knows his burial place to this day. 7Although Moses was one hundred and twenty years old 

when he died, his eye was not dim, nor his vigor abated. 8So the sons of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of 

Moab thirty days; then the days of weeping and mourning for Moses came to an end.  
9Now Joshua the son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands on him; and 

the sons of Israel listened to him and did as the LORD had commanded Moses. 10Since then no prophet has risen 

in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face, 11for all the signs and wonders which the LORD sent him 

to perform in the land of Egypt against Pharaoh, all his servants, and all his land, 12and for all the mighty 

power and for all the great terror which Moses performed in the sight of all Israel.  

 

When I was 14 years old Jay Piper came to FBC of St. Charles to become our pastor.  I was in the 8
th

 grade and 

holding out on God.  We called him Brother Jay.  I remember Brother Jay‟s many appeals from the pulpit for 

me to give my life to Jesus and trust Jesus as my savior.  That first summer under his ministry I gave my life to 

Jesus.  A few weeks later I walked forward and professed Christ before my church and was then baptized Him. 

 

God began to work mightily not only in my life but in our church under his pastoral ministry.  The church was 

growing both numerically and spiritually.  The congregation quickly fell in love with him.  A year after I gave 

my life to Christ I spoke with him about sensing a call to ministry.  To my great surprise he confirmed it and 

told me he not only concurred but already assumed this was the case.  In a congregation of 800 or so he was 

somehow observant of a 15 year old teenager.   

 

Long story short to me he had become a larger than life spiritual leader.  Then in 1983 he was struck with brain 

cancer.  And in December of that year, my senior year of highschool, I remember getting the news in my Senior 

writing workshop that he had died.  It was as if my world stopped.  How could he die?   

 

Our church suffered terribly as did his family.  He had become so well loved in those 4 years that he kind of 

became the standard for what our church was looking for in a pastor and no one measured up.  It was as if we 

had forgotten that our spirituality was founded on Jesus Christ and truth of Gospel, not a pastor and his 

leadership.  Perhaps some of you can recollect a similar experience in the transition of leadership. 
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 V. 10 indicates a significant time frame had elapsed before this account was written and we know from many other biblical 

references that Joshua was the only person who tagged along with Moses when he had his face to face encounters with God. 



 

Well the children of Israel were faced with a difficult transition to a far greater degree than FBC was back in 

1983.  Perhaps Joshua was helping those who looked to him for leadership to learn from a season some years 

earlier that spiritual leaders are merely men who are SERVANTS of God and that God is the only one who we 

can‟t do without.  Let‟s take a look once more at v. 5. 

 
5So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the LORD. 

 

Now let me make a handful of quick observations: 

1) God let Moses see the PL with his eyes but didn‟t let him in. 

2) God gave Moses an unmarked grave.  (The bones of Joseph were carried into the land (Josh 24) but for 

the leader who led them out of Egypt no one could visit his grave site or a memorial of any kind. 

3) The sons of Israel mourned his death and for all the years of Joshua there was no leader who compared 

in their eyes. 

4) Moses was physically empowered by the Lord 

5) Moses was led by the Lord face to face 

6) Moses died according to the Word of the Lord.   

 

When God was ready for Moses he called him.  When God was through with Moses he caused his death. 

 

Let me ask you this question.  Who is charge in Deuteronomy chapter 34?  God is!  What is Moses in Chapter 

34? V. 5 has the answer.  He is a Servant of the Lord. 

 

Word Study:  Servant - „ebed.  OT:5650, "servant." This noun appears over 750 times in the Old Testament. 

Ebed first appears in Gen 9:25: "...a servant of servants shall he [Canaan] be unto his brethren," meaning "the 

lowest of slaves" (NIV). A "servant" may be bought with money Ex 12:44 or hired 1 Kings 5:6. The often 

repeated statement of God's redemption of Israel is: "I brought you out of the house of slaves" Ex 13:3; Heb 

2:15; KJV, RSV, "bondage"; NASB, NIV, "slavery". ±Ebed was used as a mark of humility and courtesy, as in 

Gen 18:3: "...pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant" (cf. Gen 42:10). Moses addressed God: "O my Lord, 

I am not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant..." Ex 4:10. It is the mark of 

those called by God, as in Ex 14:31: "...[they] believed the Lord, and his servant Moses." God claimed: "For 

unto me the children of Israel are servants..." Lev 25:55; cf. Isa 49:3. "And the Lord spake by his servants the 

prophets..." 2 Kings 21:10. 
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God saw Moses as his servant and Moses saw himself as God‟s servant and the people needed to merely see 

Moses as a fellow servant of God only that he had a divine appointment by God to be God‟s spokesman and 

their leader.  But when it came right down to the bottom line, Moses, like all the children of God was no more 

than a servant of God. 

 

Now what strikes me most in this text is how he was viewed by the people vs. how he was viewed by God.  By 

the people no one was like Moses.  He was larger than life but to God he was a servant and a faithful one but 

one who deserved no special treatment.  Moses was disciplined by God and not permitted to enter the 

Promiseland the same as all those other Isrealites who left Egypt but refused to go into the land 40 years earlier. 

 

Lesson 1: God puts leaders in place and God takes them out  

 

In Exodus 3 God called Moses to this roll to do God‟s bidding.  And here 40+ years later God called him out of 

his roll.  In Joshua 1 God‟s call comes to Joshua and the day comes when God calls Joshua home.  The same for 

Samuel, Saul, David, Jeremiah, and Jesus‟ Disciples.  It is the same for all of us. 
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 (from Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, Copyright © 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers.) 

 



 

Church, God‟s call on my life is clear in my mind and a day is coming when God will be through with me.  And 

the timing will be God‟s.  May God strengthen me to fulfill his use of me and in no way cut that short due to my 

own unfaithfulness. 

 

Nonetheless it is not a matter that I control.  It is a matter of God‟s control.   

 

Lesson 2: Leaders of people fulfill their task as SERVANTS of God 

 

This is true whether a leader realizes it or not. Even lost political leaders are to be viewed as servants of God. 

(CR Rom 13).   

 

Moses is not referred to as the Leader of Israel, he is referred to as a Servant of God.   

 

Deut 34:5 So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the 

LORD. 

 

He is called this 5 times in Joshua 1.  Joshua saw him that way and God saw him that way.  Turn a few pages to 

the right and take a look. (CR Joshua 1:1,2, 7, 13,15)   

 

For those of us whom God has raised up into leadership of any kind whether in the church or in government or 

in business we must learn to see ourselves as servants of God.  And therefore accountable to God. 

 

Our leadership is service to God. 

 

I may be your pastor and a leader in your life but it is important that both you and I see me as no more than a 

servant to God no matter how you may feel toward me.  And the same is true for any of you with some kind of 

divine appointment on your life.  And if we remember this and our heads don‟t to get enlarged perhaps we can 

stay under his appointment until its time for us to leave this earth. 

 

So if we can only remember that we are in leadership as service to God and not to ourselves and quite frankly 

not even to other people it would serve the Lords purpose well.  In him we live and move and have our being.  

He alone do we fear and serve and to him alone shall we stand accountable on the day of judgment. 

 

Lesson 3: God is no respecter of persons 

 

If God disciplined Moses and forbid him to enter the land at the end of a life of faithful service to God how 

shall any leader in service to God think they are worthy of some kind of special treatment.   

 

Man hungers for significance in the eyes of men but no matter how much a persons leadership may be 

appreciated by people God is not impressed.  God is not swayed by human opinion.  His love in unconditional 

and will remain that way.  Because that is just who He is.  If you pay careful attention to Moses he held little 

sway with God.   

 

The prayer of child today is no less powerful than the prayer of Moses centuries ago.  God is no respecter of 

persons. 

 

When the Christian Jews in the church thought their special status with God was at stake when the Gospel was 

being extended to the Genitiles without requiring circumcision, God didn‟t much care what they thought.  It was 

his intention all along to bring in the Gentiles.   

 



When the disciples craved places of importance in Christ‟s kingdom he told them instead to seek to be like 

servants and leave all that to God.   

Conclusion:  There is no greater status in all the world than to become a faithful servant of God in your time on 

earth.  The ladder goes no higher than that and no lower than that. 

 

Hebrews 3:1-6 (NIV)   Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, 

the apostle and high priest whom we confess. 2He was faithful to the one who appointed him, just as Moses was 

faithful in all God's house. 3Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder of a 

house has greater honor than the house itself. 4For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of 

everything. 5Moses was faithful as a servant in all God's house, testifying to what would be said in the future. 
6But Christ is faithful as a son over God's house. And we are his house, if we hold on to our courage and the 

hope of which we boast.  

 

So don‟t set yourself up for disappointment or disillusionment by putting a man on a pedestal and certainly 

don‟t seek to be on a pedestal in man‟s eyes.  Remember that every human being is dispensible and replaceable.  

Only may we serve God faithfully during our time and stay and then pass on into heaven seeking the approval 

of the one who issues the “Well done thou good and faithfull………Servant.” 

 

Let‟s pray.



Larger than Life – Still Mortal 

Deuteronomy 34 

 

Personal Preparation 
Context 

Deuteronomy means “second law.”  At the end of the fortieth year of wilderness 

judgment, Moses, the servant of the Lord, reissued the law a second time.  

Deuteronomy is both historical and legal genre.  He recounts the event that 

brought on the 40 year wilderness in judgment (Chapter 1), and reissues the 

basic content of the law given in Exodus.   In the final chapters of Deuteronomy, 

Moses gave specific instructions and encouragement for entry into the land. 

 

Deuteronomy 33 is the parting blessing of Moses.  He speaks a blessing over all 

12 tribes and over the people of Israel as a whole concerning their conquest and 

soon coming occupation of the Promised Land. 

 

Chapter 34 is the conclusion of Deuteronomy and the epitaph of Moses.  It is the 

record of Moses‟ final “face-to-face” encounter with God, and the account of his 

death, given likely by Joshua. 

 

Pray: Take time now to pray and ask God to speak to you through His word as 

you prepare to read and study. 

 

Read Deuteronomy 34. Then read the following supporting passages:  

Deuteronomy 32:44-52; Hebrews 3:1-6. 

 

Meditations 

From what you know about Moses, describe what it would have been like for 

the people of Israel and Joshua, his servant, to lose Moses right before they 

entered Canaan? (For the Israelites, Moses had been the only leader they had 

known since they left Egypt.) 

 

 

 

 

 

Describe a leader in your life that it was or would be difficult to lose, and why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pray for God to help you to increase your dependence upon Him, whom you 

can‟t lose, and decrease your dependence upon people who you can lose. 



Small Group Interaction 

 

Ice Breaker: Have someone share about the loss of a spiritual leader that was 

instrumental in their life and spiritual growth.  

 

 

Scripture/Prayer Exercise 1: The early chapters of the book of Hebrews were 

written to elevate in the minds of Jewish readers the superiority of Jesus Christ.  

Read Hebrews 3:1-6.  Have someone pray for the group concerning keeping our 

perspective of Jesus as our superior life leader over all human leaders. 

 

 

Q1:  Read Deuteronomy 34:9-12.  Describe in your own words how the people 

who had been under Mosaic leadership viewed Moses. 

 

 

 

Discussion Exercise 1 

Q2: When people experience a good and godly leader in the church for many, 

many years, what might be an inherent danger?   

 

 

 

Q3: Based upon Deuteronomy 34 (from individual preparation), what would 

have been the Israelites challenges/adjustments of having a leadership transition 

at this point in time?  What might have been the advantages? 

 

 

 

 

Q4: God obviously allows us to benefit from highly influential human 

leadership.  God leads people through men and women He calls to lead.  How 

do we keep from becoming too dependent upon human leaders and not 

dependant enough upon the Lord‟s leadership? 

 

 

 

Scripture Exercise 2 Read again Deuteronomy 32:44-52.  

 

Q5: Why did God not permit Moses to enter the land and continue leading even 

though he was faithful in regard to God‟s call on his life (according to Hebrews 

3:1-6)?   

 

 



Q6: Read Deuteronomy 34:5-6.  This is a fulfillment of God‟s word spoken in 

Deuteronomy 32:48-52.  Discuss the significance of this statement: “but no man 

knows his burial place to this day.” (This day is likely many years after they had 

entered the Promised Land, but before Joshua died.)  What might have been the 

significance of the Israelites not being given Moses‟ body to take and bury in the 

Promised Land, and thus have no burial site? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bringing it Home: Do you feel sorry for Moses or feel he got a raw deal?  

Some people might.  God called Moses to a monumental task which he didn‟t 

seem to want (Exodus 3 at the burning bush).  He led them out of Egypt, and the 

job assignment got extended by 40 years because of the unfaithfulness of the 

generation that left Egypt.  Then, when the 40 years ended, he had to be satisfied 

with merely looking on the Promised Land from a distance.  Then God gave him 

a burial place with no grave marker.  Here‟s the question of the hour for each of 

us to consider and pray through: 

 

Who are you in God‟s service for?  Is it enough simply to be His and have the 

privilege of serving Him, even if it means you don‟t get to enjoy the earthly 

rewards of your service to Him?   

 

 

 

 

Share and Prayer Exercise: Share with each other what you need prayer for 

that would help you to: 

 Have a proper perspective of divine/human leadership, and /or  

 Maintain an attitude of servanthood in any leadership God may have seen 

fit to give you. 

 

 

 


