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Oral Tradition Rules Jewish Life

0 Began during the Babylonia Diaspora
7 When Temple destroyed priests lost their importance
Synagogues began among Jews to keep culture alive

Leaders (Rabbis) rose up to study and explain the Old
Testament based on oral traditions

Oral traditions became more important than Bible

When Temple destroyed 70 A.D. Pharisces only Jewish
sect surviving: Sadducees [Priests} faded away

What Was the Sanhedrin?

0 Sanhedrin was ruling body of elders over the Jews after
the Diaspora composed of Sadducees and Pharisees
Sadducees represented priesthood
Pharisees represented the people

Scribes began with Ezra assisted in interpreting the Law
SNe L

Held ar local and national level Sanhedrin decided all
religious-political marrers
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Differences Among the Sects

e

N Chart discusses various T =
differences between sects Ry

0 Essenes isolated, ignored o b el
in Gospels e —

) None of these groups . = = =
understood the Bible — - —
Oral Traditions Over Bible

0 Pharisees {Set apart) developed a set oral interpretive

traditions assisting people to understand the Scriptures
Oral raditions considered greater than written law
" Believed given to elders while Maoses talking with God

0 Composed of beliefs, opinions and contradictory
musings of many men over the centuries

M Written down & known as Talmud, Midrash, Mishnah

N

O

Written and Oral Jewish Laws

Torah. peneal reeen for all of ewssh Law and Erhics. Inchudes the writren
Torah (5 books of Moses, term can ometinaes include also 1est of Tanakh)
and Oral Torah (Talmead, Midrash, Mishna esc.)

Tanakh- acromym tor Torah {5 books of Moscs), Novi'im (8 books of the
Prophets) and Keruvim (1] books. Psalies, Peoverbs erc.)

Mashas Codeficarion of Oral Tonbh.

Talmud- explananons of Mishnah and other sources within the Written and
Oral Torah,

Midrash- Explanations of Written Torah. Often alkegornic,
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Examples of Oral Traditions

Here are several examples of Pharisaical oral rraditions
r.v

Frequent ceremonial washings before meals, prayers, etc.

M

Corban - Gift to God used as excuse 1o ignore parents
M T g

God acted at Babel as people valued bricks over people
Non-Jews are animals: No conviction for murder or rape

O Excuses/justifies pedophilia

0

Jesus Challenged All Groups

Common people hardened by sects” hypocrisy

Sadducees - Controlled Temple despising the sacrifices

M

Pharisees - Made Law burdensome with many rules

Scribes/Lawyers - Bible interpretation/legal judgments
5

Little unanimity in teaching people of God's salvation

God & Christ blasted these groups for rejecting Bible

O L0 M 2514 1HNT4e

Dialogue Placement in Time

0 Not possible to place this dialogue precisely in Christ’s

ministry as few clues are presented
Probably later in His ministry as Jesus well known o
national Sanhedrin: Authenticating signs and teachings

M Nicodemus acknowledges this from his greeting

O Nicodemus' maotives are clearly suspect based on his

greeting vo Christ: smooth as silk, full of flattery
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Why Did Nicodemus Come?

0> John never explains why Nicodemus came to Christ,
only that Nicodemus came to Jesus at night

7 Did Nicodemus come to learn more from Chrise?

7 Is Nicodemus point man for others who acknowledge
Jesus” authenticity!

M Or, did Nicodemus come to have Christ join him
thereby giving Christ an out from the stauros while
empowering the right people - Kingdom now [Flesh)!

What’s in a Name!
atrs in a IName.
0 Nicodemus - Champion of the People
m  Nico - Victor or champion
0 Demas - People
O John presents him as a ruler [Sanhedrin} and reacher of

Judaism who champions the people for God {Sincere}

0> Christ shows him that he knows nothing abour God

making Christ the true protector of God's people

Nicodemus Opens the Dialogue

0 Comes by night - Wants his visit to remain a secret

0 Later in Christ’s ministry Sanhedrin threatened to oust
amyone who proclaimed Jesus as Christ goosen

1 Qusted from the synagogue meant banishment from
Jewish society - Worse than a Gentile

" Or, did he not want others to know of his political
maneuverings guiding this powerful teacher 1o the
proper goals - Pragmatism {Secular humanism}
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Worldview Context for Facts

0 Nicodemus' Judaizing worldview was the matrix by
which he thought he understood Jesus' teachings
He filtered all he heard through his Judaizing worldview
0 This translated Jesus' teachings into a system of works
0 He probably saw Jesus as a great Rabbi, even surpassing
Gamaliel who was alive at this time o 030

His greeting did not acknowledge Jesus as Son of God

Christ’s Response to Greeting

0> Unless one is borm from above one cannot discern the
Kingdom of God - Essence of the New Covenant ce.wim

Nicodemus came believing himself 1o be a believer
7 Christ tells him he is separated from God - Lost

" Without being bom from abowve [not again}, he cannot
discern or understand anything about God nes 1110

™ Nicodemus balks at being bom from above; he conceives
only of being born again [Spiritually dead, no rebirth}

Wy 2300

Christ Tells Him About New Birth

0 Christ answers Nicodemus' question; being born from
above requires:
Warter - Repentance which John spoke of earlier ou 14
v Spirit = Indwelt by Holy Spirit based on Christ's death
Fo 12326, 85110
O Without these one cannot enter God's Kingdom

Eliminares works meaning Nicodemus is not saved
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Christ Makes Important Distinction

0 All who are not born from above are of the flesh
0 They can only act consistent with their fleshly nature

0 They cannot will themselves into a spiritual birth

0 Christ uses the wind as an example of His truth

0O Invisible but known force whose effects are observable

 God's Spirit determines who is born from above and the
changed nature is selfevident to believer and others

Nicodemus’ Wrong Assumptions

0 Christ told Nicodemus not to be confused bur think
based on the Scriprures - Exegesis versus Eisegesis

Essence of the New Covenant - God's Image w/o Sin
e NG 51D

" Bible clearly discussed importance of God's Spirit
Gl L2520
O .., one’s nature is cither fleshly {Lost) or Spiritual

{Saved}; bur not both {Law of Excluded Middle} s =5

Metaphor of Birth/Rebirth

N Physical birth a metaphor for the spiritual birth

~

Conception & birth occurs withour the person’s consent

Growth requires by both the person's and body's inpur

N Spintual Birth follows this same pattern

Geod determines who will be spinitually born g ceaes, 50500

~

Spiritual growth a work of God & person e s 015, 201530
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Nicodemus Astounded

0 Nicodemus, nor hardly anyone else, had conceived of
anything other than a continued physical existence
Believed spiritual would simply be an epiphany
0 Christ’s teaching defied this; there must be a new

essence: bom from above dco 1s4sen

O The saved spiritual nature in fleshly body can dimly
discern God's truth; fleshly nature cannot. e ses 10

Nicodemus Ignorant Teacher

0> Christ chides Nicodemus for being teacher of the Law
in Israel and ignorant of this foundational concept

Christ says He sees and knows what He wimesses
7 Nicodemus, and others, reject His wimess, corroborated
by His signs, which they acknowledged are from God

" Confused by Christ speaking of garthly spiritual issues
" Without spiritual maturity heavenly spiritual matters
would be incomprehensible & 42

Reference to Israel’s Dream ...

0> Christ's heavenly claims allude to Israel’s {Jacob’s)
dream at Bethel - God's words are His source

Angels ascending & descending: instructions from God

')

Christ has descended {physical) and will ascend w 1ean

0 Christ references His coming death for sin symbolized
by Moses lifting up Serpent in Wilderness o e
" Christ bases His claims on Bible Nicodemus teaches!




