
A Path Toward Maturity
#4 in series “Doing What We Believe”

(A Study in the Book of James)
We return today to our study of the book of James.  So far, we have seen how the human author, whom 
the Lord uses to give us this book, James, who was actually the half-brother of Christ – provides for us 
an example of what a mature follower of Christ looks like…
Then we considered the challenge of verses 2-4 of how we are to look upon the challenges we face in 
life – that they are opportunities for our growth and mature as we learn to live out the truths God is 
giving us…
In the last message we shared from this book, we saw in verses 5-8 how we can gain wisdom…
If you missed any of these messages, may I encourage you to go our church’s website and you can find a 
link to listen to them online…  My encouragement is not because I have such an ego as to think that they 
are the best sermons you would ever hear on this text, because they are not, – but at least you can catch 
up and continue on this journey with us as we seek to grow in our walk with the Lord and mature in the 
faith He has given us…
With that – let’s look at our text today:
James 1:9-12 (NASB)
9 But the brother of humble circumstances is to glory in his high position; 10 and the rich man is to 

glory in his humiliation, because like flowering grass he will pass away. 11 For the sun rises with a 
scorching wind and withers the grass; and its flower falls off and the beauty of its appearance is 
destroyed; so too the rich man in the midst of his pursuits will fade away.

12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the 
crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

1.  Maturity Understands the Attraction of Possessions
9 But the brother of humble circumstances is to glory in his high position; 10 and the rich man is to 

glory in his humiliation because like flowering grass he will pass away. 11 For the sun rises with a 
scorching wind and withers the grass; and its flower falls off and the beauty of its appearance is 
destroyed; so too the rich man in the midst of his pursuits will fade away.
This is the first time James will bring up the issue of money and social status – but apparently, it was a 
real issue in that day.  (see James 2:1–7, 15–16; 4:1–3, 13–17; 5:1–8)…  It seems that people then – just 
like people now – will determine their value – or the value of others on the bases of what they possess…
Possessions don’t define you
The world has the tendency to believe that what one possesses determines who they are…  That is 
simply not true!...  Jesus Himself said –

Luke 12:15 (NASB) “Then He said to them, ‘Beware, and be on your guard against every form of 
greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions.’”

God has revealed this truth in so many ways and in so many places throughout His Word – but one of 
the most sobering is found in –
Pro. 19:1 (NASB)

Better is a poor man who walks in his integrity
Than he who is perverse in speech and is a fool.

Possessions don’t define who you are… but we must also be aware that possessions have the tendency to 
want to control us…
Possessions can control you
A mind and heart that is in bondage to a materialistic worldview – will find itself constantly thinking 
about the possessions they have – or the possessions they still want…  I think that is why James gives so 
much ink to this point:



10 and the rich man is to glory in his humiliation because like flowering grass he will pass away. 11 For 
the sun rises with a scorching wind and withers the grass; and its flower falls off and the beauty of its 
appearance is destroyed; so too the rich man in the midst of his pursuits (of this world’s goods) will fade 
away.
Possessions have a purpose
God gives us the possessions that we have in order that we may use them to meet needs and to be a 
blessing – all in accordance to His will. 
James will have much to say about our attitude toward our possessions and God’s purpose in providing 
them – and we will deal with it as it comes in the text – but at this point, we simply need to acknowledge 
that God gives us what we have for greater purposes than meeting our own needs and desires…
The Apostle John will also point to what our attitude should be – when he wrote –

1 John 3:17 (NASB) “But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and closes 
his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him?”

I like Warren Wiersbe’s observations of our text – when he wrote –
Warren Wiersbe – “When testing comes to the poor man, he lets God have His way and rejoices 
that he possesses spiritual riches that cannot be taken from him.  When testing comes to the rich 
man, he also lets God have His way, and he rejoices that his riches in Christ cannot wither or fade 
away.  In other words, it is not your material resources that take you through the testings of life; it is 
your spiritual resources.”

2.  Maturity Acknowledges Legitimate Positions
Follow me closely on this point…  I’m afraid it is a truth that has escaped so many Christians.
Let me try and point out the “legitimate positions” every mature follower of Christ is in… I want to read 
verses 9-11 with the insertion of some “Petty-phrasing”…
9 But the brother (the qualifying identifier – the Christian) of humble circumstances (in this world’s 

goods) is to glory in his high position (spiritual position in Christ); 10 and the rich man (in this world’s 
goods) is to glory in his humiliation (the mature spiritual attitude) …
James is reminding, if not instructing, believers that the world does not define your position…  You may 
be poor in the world’s estimation, but you are in the highest position imaginable in Christ!...  But, even if 
you are among the wealthy in this world’s goods – be informed that such possessions do not determine 
your true position…  You are to seek and embrace the genuine humility that comes to the spiritually 
mature.
Look at that word “humble” in verse 9, and the word “humiliation” in verse 10…  James is expressing 
something of a play on words…  The words sound almost the same in the Greek as well…
Being of “humble circumstances” in what the world has to offer – is something we naturally want to 
avoid…  But being in the position of “humiliation”, as stated in verse 10, is something that we should all 
strive to obtain…
Let me try to explain:
The word translated “humiliation” is a word found only four times in the NT.  Its literal meaning is 
“lowness, low estate”…  Metaphorically it speaks of “spiritual abasement, leading one to perceive and 
lament his (moral) littleness and guilt”(Strong’s)
The more mature we become in Christ, the more aware we are of our “littleness and guilt”…

In his book, What’s So Amazing About Grace?, Philip Yancey said – 

“The proof of spiritual maturity is not how pure you are but awareness of your impurity. That 
very awareness opens the door to grace.”

The position we should seek – is not so much the wealth of the world – but the understanding of the high 



position we hold in Christ, while at the same time being very aware of the “littleness” of ourselves…
3.  Maturity Expresses Appropriate Passion
Let me try and explain…  What is it that you get passionate about?  What excites and motivates you 
most in your life?  
James does lean into this issue of our motivations in this passage when he uses the terminology “glory 
in”…
9 But the brother of humble circumstances is to glory in his high position; 10 and the rich man is to 
glory in his humiliation … 
The term translated “glory” here – actually appears 38 times in the Bible…  It is a very positive word 
that conveys the idea of joy and rejoicing…  It has the idea of “boasting”.  Sometimes it is used as in 
glorying in something with reason – and sometimes it is glorying in something without reason…   But, 
when it comes to glorying / boasting in our high position, or in our humiliation – it is with GOOD 
reason!
God calls us to glory in Him! –
Jer. 9:23-24 (NASB)

    23 Thus says the Lord, “Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast 

of his might, let not a rich man boast of his riches; 24 but let him who boasts boast of this, that he 
understands and knows Me, that I am the Lord who exercises lovingkindness, justice and 
righteousness on earth; for I delight in these things,” declares the Lord.
1 Tim. 6:17 (NASB) “Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix 
their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.”

4.  Maturity Pursues the Ultimate Prize
12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the 
crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.
As I meditated on this passage – there is a progression in it dawned on me:  Perseverance is the 
mechanism that God often uses to mature us…  As we grow and mature, we experience God’s approval, 
and that approval really brings about the greatest blessing – which is our ever-maturing relationship with 
Him!...
Think through that progression with me:
Perseverance leads to maturity
Have you ever said, or heard someone say; “I came up through the school of hard-knocks”?...  That 
idiom is all about how enduring through trials and seasons of perseverance is the very process that 
causes us to “grow up”…  God uses the struggles we experience in this fallen world to accomplish in us 
the great work of making us more like Christ – which is genuine maturity.
Character-building happens in the crucible of applying truth to our lives, especially during times of 
testing…  
Maturity occurs – not by merely reading about God-given truth in His book – but by appropriating those 
truths into our lives – and that will allows lead to conflicts we must endure…  Character is developed in 
us as we make decisions and responses to the truths God is wanting to teach us.
Ps. 119:71 (NASB)
   It is good for me that I was afflicted,
   That I may learn Your statutes.
The Psalmist recognized the benefits of maturity that comes when he endures the afflictions of life…  He 
learned to lean into God’s Word, identified here as His statutes.
I love how Elisabeth Elliot expressed this truth, when she said – “When ours are interrupted, his are 
not. His plans are proceeding exactly as scheduled, moving us always (including those minutes or hours 
or years which seem most useless or wasted or unendurable) ‘toward the goal of true maturity’ (Rom 
12:2 JBP)”.
Perseverance leads to maturity…
Maturity precedes approval



Now don’t misunderstand the point before it is even made…  God’s ultimate approval of His children is 
based solely in our relationship to His Son.  If you are “in” Christ – you are “accepted in the beloved”
Eph. 1:6 (KJV) “To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the 
beloved.”
James’ point is that the one who matures through the trial – that is – that one who perseveres, as God 
intends for us to do – will find that on the other side of that trial – they will find His “approval”.  God is 
pleased when He observes His children maturing in, and through the trials of life!  Your and my maturity 
in Christ is His desire for us, and when we experience steps toward maturity – HE “approves”…  HE is 
pleased – and we are blessed!
Peter also spoke to this:
1 Pet. 1:6-7 (NASB)
6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed 

by various trials, 7 so that the proof (or genuineness) of your faith, being more precious than gold 
which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

1 Pet. 5:10 (NASB) “After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you 
to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.”

Perseverance leads to maturity…  maturity precedes approval… And –
Approval brings blessing
… once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised …
The term translated “crown”, is found 18 times in the Bible…  It is a term that is also translated 
“wreath” or “garland” – which is an item given to as a prize to the victors in public games…  Paul was 
also inspired to use the term to speak to what should motivate us in the spiritual race we run:
1 Cor. 9:25 (NASB) “Everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. They 
then do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.”
Strong’s Concordance says that the term is also used as a – “metaphor, (referring to) the eternal 
blessedness which will be given as a prize to the genuine servants of God and Christ: the crown (wreath) 
which is the reward of the righteousness” (Strong’s Concordance στέφανος stéphanos)
Five of the passages, where the term is found, has been identified by many, as “five heavenly crowns” – 
that will be awarded to faithful believers…  They are the “imperishable crown, the crown of rejoicing, 
the crown of righteousness, the crown of glory, and the crown of life.”  It is not only a fascinating study, 
but I think it is an essential one for us to better understand what the Lord desires to bless you with – if 
you are committed to faithful maturity…  It’s a study we may share together someday, but you have the 
basic references, and I would encourage you to spend some of your quiet time with the Lord and learn 
about these crowns: 

• The Imperishable Crown – (1 Cor. 9:24-25) 
• The Crown of Rejoicing – (1 Thess. 2:19) 
• The Crown of Righteousness – (2 Tim. 4:8) 
• The Crown of Glory – (1 Pet. 5:4) 
• The Crown of Life – (Rev. 2:10) 

Perseverance leads to maturity…  maturity precedes approval… Approval brings blessing – and –
The blessing is a relationship
… to those who love Him.
James tells us that this crown of life is for all those who love God…  This statement obviously speaks to 
relationship – and it is our relationship with the Lord that is the greatest blessing one can ever know!
Do you love the Lord?...  How do you know you love Him?  Is it because you have warm feelings in 
your heart?...  The emotive expression of our love is good – but that is NOT the test of whether or not 
you love Him…  The Lord, through the apostle John tells us EXACTLY what loving the Lord looks like 
– 
1 John 5:3 (NASB) “For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His 
commandments are not burdensome.”



As His children we must keep His commandments, obeying Him, always remaining faithful…  So, as 
we endure the inevitable trials, pains, heartaches, and tribulations – as long as we live – may we ever 
move forward, always –
Heb. 12:2 (NASB) “fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith…
If we remain faithful – we will receive the crown of life that awaits us.

C.H. Spurgeon – “There are no crown-wearers in heaven who were not cross-bearers here 
below.”

Questions to consider in Community Group:
• How can one’s attitude toward wealth and possessions, an indicator of their maturity?
• What does Jesus mean when He said; “…for not even when one has an abundance does his life 

consist of his possessions” (Luke 12:15)?
• How can possessions “control” us?
• What are your thoughts about the Warren Wiersbe quote? – “When testing comes to the poor 

man, he lets God have His way and rejoices that he possesses spiritual riches that cannot be taken 
from him.  When testing comes to the rich man, he also lets God have His way, and he rejoices 
that his riches in Christ cannot wither or fade away.  In other words, it is not your material 
resources that take you through the testings of life; it is your spiritual resources.”

• What are your thoughts about the Philip Yancey quote? – “The proof of spiritual maturity is not 
how pure you are but awareness of your impurity. That very awareness opens the door to grace.” 

• What does it mean to “glory in” our “high position”, or our “humiliation”?
• Pastor said – “Perseverance is the mechanism that God often uses to mature us…  As we grow 

and mature, we experience God’s approval, and that approval really brings about the greatest 
blessing – which is our ever-maturing relationship with Him!”  Does this statement reflect your 
experience, if so, how have you seen this principle reflected in your life?

• Have you ever studied “The Five Crowns” mentioned in the message?  Which one(s) challenge 
you the most?  

• Do you refer to your relationship with the Lord as a blessing?  If so, what makes it so?
• What do you think about the C.H. Spurgeon quote? – “There are no crown-wearers in heaven 

who were not cross-bearers here below.”


