
 
Before I Pray: Grasp the Riches of God’s Grace 

Ephesians 3:8-9  

  

LESSON: Two Grace-filled Gifts that Will Prepare You to Live as God’s Display 

  

I. __________________________________ (v.8) 

●  
●  
●  
●  

II. _______________________________________ (v.9) 

●   
●  
●  
●  

 
Reflections: 
1. The Christ You Serve Reigns Forever! God is sovereignly moving His plan into its final 
stages just as He designed it before the foundation of the world. Rejoice, with humility, that 
you are a part of something so eternally great. 
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2. Christ was, is, and will always be the center of God’s plan. It is all for Him, in Him, 
through Him (Colossians 1:16), and for the glory of God the Father. Your union with 
Christ makes you a sharer and participant of God’s will and reward in Christ (Ephesians 
1:3-14; 3:8-10) 

  

Illumination by J.I. Packer: 
The work of the Spirit in imparting this knowledge is called “illumination,” or 
enlightening. It is not a giving of new revelation, but a work within us that enables us to 
grasp and to love the revelation that is there before us in the biblical text as heard and 
read, and as explained by teachers and writers. Sin in our mental and moral system clouds 
our minds and wills so that we miss and resist the force of Scripture. God seems to us 
remote to the point of unreality, and in the face of God’s truth we are dull and apathetic. 
The Spirit, however, opens and unveils our minds and attunes [tunes] our hearts so that we 
understand (Eph. 1:17-18; 3:18-19; 2 Cor. 3:14-16; 4:6). As by inspiration he provided 
Scripture truth for us, so now by illumination he interprets it to us. Illumination is thus the 
applying of God’s revealed truth to our hearts, so that we grasp as reality for ourselves 
what the sacred text sets forth. 
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