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When you figure out your household budget, you don’t exclude the needs of your infant or small children. 
Why? Because they are members of the household. When you pay for family insurance, you don’t exclude 
your infant or small children. Why? Because they are members of the family. If you defend your house against 
intruders, you don’t exclude your infant or small children. Why? Because they are a special gift from God in 
your house. Should infant or small children be excluded from the members of the house for whom you are to 
care in 1 Timothy 5:8?  
 
I would never exclude infants and small children from my household, family, or house in the examples above. 
However, I did earlier in my Christian life exclude infants and small children from household, family, and house 
when it came to the sacrament of baptism. I failed to understand that infants were considered members of a 
house in the Old Testament when God commanded that not only Abraham (who believed the gospel) was to 
be circumcised with the sign of God’s Covenant of Grace, but that also all the male infants (who could not yet 
believe) were likewise to be circumcised because they too were members of the house of Abraham. And I 
likewise failed to understand that the same Covenant of Grace in the Old Testament that was realized in Jesus 
Christ included infants in the New Testament household of Christian parents.  
 
This did not mean that all who were circumcised were God’s elect (Ishmael vs. Isaac) any more than that all 
who were baptized were God’s elect (Simon the sorcerer in Acts 8 vs. Lydia in Acts 16). Neither circumcision in 
the Old Testament nor baptism in the New Testament was intended to mark out only God’s elect. Both 
circumcision and baptism were outward signs and seals pointing to the promise of salvation to all who believe. 
If the promise of the gospel signified and sealed in circumcision or in baptism was believed, there was 
salvation (Jacob, the Philippian jailer). However, if the promise of the gospel signified and seal in circumcision 
or in baptism was not believed, there was condemnation (Esau, Judas Iscariot).  
 
 This Lord’s Day let us consider the conversion of Lydia and not only her baptism, but the baptism of her 
household in Acts 16:13-15: (1) God Initiates Regeneration as He Did in the Heart of Lydia (Acts 16:11-14); (2) 
Baptism Is not only Applied to Christian Parents like Lydia, but also to the Children within the Household (Acts 
16:15). 
 
I. God Initiates Regeneration as He Did in the Heart of Lydia (Acts 16:11-14).  
 
 A. After Paul received the vision from the man in Macedonia (Acts 16:9), Paul, Silas, Timothy, and 
now Luke (Acts 16:10) set sail for Macedonia (moving from Asia to Europe, Acts 16:11). As the Apostle Paul 
and the other members of his team arrive in the chief city of Philippi (Acts 16:12), they found no synagogue 
(10 men were needed to form one). They heard that there were a few Jews who gathered on the Jewish 
Sabbath for prayer alongside the river (Gangites River).  
  1. At the time that Paul and his team arrived, there were a few women meeting there for 
prayer. Paul did not consider this to be a step down and hardly worthy of his attention or time because there 
were so few or because there were only women present, but rather he saw this as God’s appointment and 
spoke to them, giving them the gospel of Jesus Christ in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies (just as he 
normally did when speaking to a Jewish audience).  



2 
 

  2. The first recorded convert in Europe was a woman. The first recorded witnesses to see 
the resurrected Christ were women. The women who faithfully and fearlessly stood with Christ at His 
crucifixion were women (along with the Apostle John). Women have always held an honorable place (not 
authoritative place) within the ministry of Christ and the apostles (consider the number of women whom Paul 
greets at the end of his letters). And the service of women within the Church of Jesus Christ continues to be 
needed. Thank you, ladies, for your work! 
   
 B. At this point, the historical narrative found in the Book of Acts focuses on a particular woman 
that was among the women praying by the riverside outside Philippi. Her name was Lydia.  
  1. We are informed by the Holy Spirit that Lydia was from the city of Thyatira which was 
situated in Asia Minor on the east side of the Aegean Sea (in what is now modern Turkey). A church was later 
established there to whom Jesus sent a letter (Revelation 3:18-29). 
  2. She was “a seller of purple” we are told, which means that she likely had a lucrative 
business in which she sold cloth that had been dyed in purple, a commodity that was in great demand at that 
time, particularly among the wealthy.  
  3. It would appear that Lydia was a widow and unmarried, for we read that her family (or 
“household” in Acts 16:15), is called “her household” rather than “her husband’s household”.  
  4. And though she was a Gentile from the city of Thyatira, and had a Greek name, she had 
become at some point one who “worshipped God” (“a God-worshipper”, or a proselyte to the Jewish religion). 
She obviously took her religion seriously because she had assembled on the Jewish Sabbath with other Jewish 
women to pray.  
   a. Though Lydia was very religious and very committed to her religion, she had not 
yet come to trust in Jesus Christ alone for her eternal salvation. Contrary to the view of many in the world 
today and in churches today, there are not many different roads to heaven, there is only one way as Jesus, the 
Son of God, declared in John 14:6. Only Jesus Christ has died and borne the sin and God’s judgment for sin on 
the cross on behalf of all sinners who will trust Him.  
   b. Thus, let us never think that simply because we are religious (and even sincerely 
religious like Lydia) that our sincerity or “good intentions” are our salvation from sin and hell (Proverbs 14:12; 
Acts 4:12). No, just as Lydia had to come to cast herself by faith alone upon Christ and upon His mercy for her 
salvation (though she was very religious), so must we all do, if we are to enjoy the forgiveness of all our sins 
and if we are to inherit eternal life in heaven. 
 
 C. But notice here. Did Lydia attend to the Word of God preached by Paul and believe it and then 
God opened her heart? Or did God first open her heart, and then she gave heed to the preached Word and 
believed it? God first opened her heart by His regenerating power (Acts 16:14). Do we believe in order to be 
born again? Or are born again by the Spirit of God in order to believe? Until we are born again, we cannot see 
by faith the kingdom of God (John 3:3). 
  1. You see, dear ones, none of us would come to Christ if it merely depended upon us to 
will to come to Christ (Romans 3:11). The Bible, in fact, describes all who are outside of Jesus Christ as dead in 
trespasses and sins (Ephesians 2:4-5). Before Jesus comes to us and sovereignly opens our hearts to trust in 
Him for our forgiveness, to trust in Him to be our righteousness, and to trust in Him to grant us freely 
everlasting life, we are all like Lazarus dead and buried in a tomb—a tomb of sin. Just as Lazarus did not have 
the strength or the ability to will himself to become alive physically apart from the free grace and power of 
Christ who gave Him life and made him able and willing to come forth from that tomb, so not one of us has 
the strength or ability to will ourselves to become alive spiritually from the grave of our trespasses and sins 
apart from the free grace and power of Christ, who must give us life and make us willing to cast ourselves 
upon His mercy and to receive by faith His forgiveness, righteousness, and everlasting life (John 6:44, the  
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word “draw” is the same Greek word used in John 21:11).  
  2. You see, dear ones, if it depended on us to come to Christ, we would never do so 
because we are by the nature inherited from Adam dead to Christ. But when the Lord mightily and opens our 
hearts and makes us willing, He works within us both to will and to do His good pleasure (Philippians 2:13). 
This the Lord did with Lydia, and this the Lord has done with every single person who has ever received by 
faith alone Jesus Christ as his/her Savior from sin. It is as Jonah declared from the belly of the whale, 
“Salvation is of the Lord” (Jonah 2:9).  
  3. You see, salvation is not partly from the Lord and partly from you or me, but rather our 
faith in Christ and the promise of salvation He offers is entirely a free gift of the Lord, lest anyone should boast 
(Ephesians 2:8-9). How will you know if the Lord has opened your heart? You will know by the faith God gives 
you to rest in Him as your only hope of forgiveness, as your only hope of righteousness, and as your only hope 
of everlasting life, not looking to yourself, but away from yourself to Christ. This is what the Lord did for Lydia 
when He opened her heart to hear and to receive the good news of Jesus Christ. 
 
II. Baptism Is not only Applied to Christian Parents like Lydia, but also to the Children within the 
Household (Acts 16:15).  
 
 A. Upon professing her faith in Jesus Christ, Lydia was baptized. Clearly, the Scripture teaches that 
all adults who come to faith in Jesus Christ from outside the Church of Christ (like Lydia) ought to be baptized. 
But carefully note that she was not the only one who was baptized. For the text goes on to say, “And when she 
was baptized, and her household” (oikos—Acts 16:15; 1 Corinthians 1:16). Since Lydia was most likely 
unmarried, who does that leave as a part of Lydia’s household or family that were baptized? Children and 
perhaps servants who lived under the authority of her roof. Are small children (even infants) members of a 
household? To ask the question is to receive the answer; for of course, who would deny that infants and small 
children are members of a household (oikos)? The Apostle Paul certainly believed so. 
  1. 1 Timothy 3:4. Here the same Apostle Paul that baptized Lydia and her household states 
that one who would hold the office of a “bishop” (which is called in other passages of Scripture a pastor or an 
elder) ought to be one who rules his own house well (not in terror, but in love and faithfulness, teaching and 
setting an example to follow). This is the same Greek word (oikos) translated “house” here (in 1 Timothy 3:4), 
as is translated “household” in Acts 16:15. 
   a. Who does Paul include here as members of a house or household? Children: 
“having his children in subjection with all gravity.” Paul does not restrict the children here to only those who 
have professed faith in Christ, but states that children of all ages (without qualification) within the house are 
to be under control (even small children). Thus, the same apostle who baptized Lydia’s household (oikos) 
states that children (even small children) are members of a Christian household (oikos) here in 1 Timothy 3:4. 
If Paul did not remove small children from a “household” when talking about a pastor’s family, why should 
they be removed from Lydia’s household when addressing those who were baptized?  
   b. It will be objected that if there were any children in Lydia’s household that were 
baptized; they were old enough to profess faith in Christ. But Acts 16:15 does not make any such qualification. 
If it were stated that all members of the household believed, we would have some basis for drawing that 
conclusion, but not in this case. Though we are not told in Acts 16:15 whether Lydia had small children in her 
household, the word “household” (oikos—as in 1 Timothy 3:4) would certainly include small children (without 
the need of any further qualification—the Holy Spirit could not have chosen a more inclusive term than oikos). 
Since the Greek word, oikos, first means a house (as in the mortar and brick dwelling), all those who live 
together under the roof of that house (whether young or old) are called “a house” or “a household”. Though 
only a few examples of household baptisms are recorded in the New Testament, we can certainly infer this 
was a common practice (and that many of those households would include infants and small children).  
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  2. Genesis 17:12. Here we see that not only Abraham who believed in the Lord was to be 
circumcised as a sign and seal of the promise of God’s merciful salvation, but the same sign and seal of the 
promise of God’s merciful salvation (namely, circumcision) was to be applied to infant males (the females 
being represented by the males in the Old Covenant), when the males were only 8 days old. Paul teaches in 
Romans 4:11 that circumcision was a sign and seal of the imputed righteousness received in justification, and 
yet that same sign and seal of justification was appointed by God to be applied not only to Abraham who 
believed, but to Isaac who was only 8 days old—to infants and small children born in the “house” of Abraham. 
Circumcision is that it is the Old Testament equivalent to New Testament baptism—it was a sign of 
justification. What circumcision meant to Old Testament belivers and to the small children within their 
“household”, baptism meant to New Testament believers and to the small children within their “household” 
(Romans 4:11; Colossians 2:12-13—baptism signifies a spiritual circumcision—they mean the same thing—
removal of sin). 
  3. Moreover, the New Testament addresses the children of believers (without 
qualification) as holy (visibly set apart unto God) members of the church rather than being those who are 
unclean and outside the church—1 Corinthians 7:14. The “holy” children of believers are members of the 
visible “holy” nation, the church (that is likewise set apart unto God, 1 Peter 2:9). 
  4. Since small children were members of the Old Testament Church (Acts 7:38) and 
received circumcision as the sign of the Covenant of Grace and seal of the righteousness of faith (as did 
Abraham in Romans 4:11), how could there be absolute silence in the New Testament about children being 
removed from membership in the New Testament and forfeiting the sign of the Covenant to which they were 
entitled in the Old Testament? We have controversies in the New Testament over Old Testament ceremonies 
being abolished, where is the controversy and discussion about membership of children in the Covenant being 
abolished? Nothing would be more important to believing parents than the place of their children in the 
church, especially if they had now been put out of the New Covenant Church. Since there is no command in 
the New Covenant to forbid baptism to infants and small children, we should assume continuity that infants 
and small children were included in household baptism in the New Covenant just as they were included in 
household circumcision in the Old Covenant.  
 
 B.  Objection: The New Covenant pattern is that the sign and seal of baptism require first a 
profession of faith.  
  1. That is true when it comes to adults coming into the Covenant of Grace (per Abraham in 
Romans 4 and the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8), but it is not true when it comes to the children of parents that 
profess faith (per Ishmael and Isaac; Esau and Jacob; an per the children in household baptisms).  
  2. What about Mark 16:16? If this is excluding the possibility of infant baptism, it is also 
excluding the possibility of infant salvation (for Mark 16:16 states that none can be saved without faith). 
Because we know that God is able to save infants (like John the Baptist), this is not addressing infants at all, 
but rather adults coming into the Covenant of Grace.  
 
 C. As we conclude, keep the following two points in mind. 
  1. First, the mere administration of baptism does not forgive the sin of a child or an adult. 
Only Jesus Christ can forgive sin. As was said earlier, baptism is a sign and seal of that forgiveness and 
cleansing of sin by Christ (our need of that forgiveness and the promise of that forgiveness). Both adult and 
child who are baptized must receive by faith the promise of Christ’s forgiveness (because they are sinners), 
must receive by faith the promise of Christ’s righteousness credited to their account (because they have no 
righteousness of their own which they can offer to God for their salvation), and must receive by faith in Jesus 
Christ the promise of life (because they deserve eternal death in hell).                                                       
  2. Secondly, everyone who has been baptized (whether adult or child) is bound and  
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obligated by God to act upon their baptism by casting himself/herself upon the mercy of God in Christ Jesus 
who has come to save sinners. We who have been baptized cannot simply ignore and neglect what our 
baptism means (whether we received baptism as a child or as an adult) and then think that everything will be 
ok with us and that God will receive us and accept us into His heaven when we die simply because we have 
been baptized. To the contrary, if we ignore and neglect what our baptism means (namely, our need of Jesus 
Christ and the promise of salvation through Jesus Christ), we are not excused by God, but rather stand more 
accountable before God for having treated the Lord’s most precious and holy sacrament of baptism (and the 
promise of salvation that it represents) with carelessness and contempt.  
 
Dear ones, your only hope of eternal salvation is in Jesus Christ. Baptism cannot save you. The Church cannot 
save you. A minister or pastor, a priest or pope, cannot save you. Your good works cannot save you. Nothing 
within you can save you. Only Christ, whom God sent into the world to save sinners, only He can save you. And 
that is what baptism means. Receive Christ by faith alone as He is offered to you in the gospel preached today 
and as He is offered to you in baptism. Amen. 
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