A SERVICE OF WORD & SACRAMENT
January 28, 2024

The Prelude
The Welcome & Announcements
The Silent Preparation

-THE LORD CALLS US TO WORSHIP-

Salutation
Galatians 1:3
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Call to Worship
Psalm 29:1-2

1 Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 2 Ascribe to the Lord the
glory due his name; worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness.

Psalm #148B
Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah

1. Hallelujah, praise Jehovah,
from the heavens praise his name;
praise Jehovah in the highest,
all his angels, praise proclaim.

All his hosts, together praise him,
sun and moon and stars on high;
praise him, O you heav'ns of heavens,
and you floods above the sky.

Refrain:

Let them praises give Jehovah,
for his name alone is high,
and his glory is exalted,
and his glory is exalted,
and his glory is exalted
far above the earth and sky.

2. Let them praises give Jehovah,
they were made at his command,;
them forever he established,
his decree shall ever stand.

From the earth O praise Jehovah,
all you seas, you monsters all,
fire and hail and snow and vapors,
stormy winds that hear his call. [Refrain]



3. All you fruitful trees and cedars,
all you hills and mountains high,
creeping things and beasts and cattle,
birds that in the heavens fly,
kings of earth and all you people,
princes great, earth's judges all,
praise his name, young men and maidens,
aged men and children small. [Refrain]

Invocation & Prayer of Praise
Unison:

The earth is yours, O LORD, and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell in it. You have
founded it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers. Who shall ascend your hill, O Lorb? And
who shall stand in your holy place? The one who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift
up his soul to what is false and does not swear deceitfully. That one will receive blessing from the
LorD and righteousness from the God of his salvation. Such is the generation of those who seek you,
who seek your face O God of Jacob. We cry out, “Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O
ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. (-continues)

Who is this King of glory? The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle! Lift up your heads,
O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. Who is this King of
glory? The LoRD of hosts, he is the King of glory!”

You, O LORD, are our King and Savior. Empower us now to lift your name on high, to express
gratitude truly from our hearts, and to praise you with our whole being. May you, Father, Son, and
Spirit be honored by your children this day. Through Christ our Savior, Amen.

-THE LORD ASSURES US OF HIS FORGIVENESS-

Call to Confession
Romans 6:23

2 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Confession of Sin
++ Silent Prayers of Confession
++ General Prayer of Confession
Unison:

Almighty, everlasting God and Father, we acknowledge and confess that we indeed were
conceived and born in sin and, therefore, inclined to all evil and slow to all good; that we unceasingly
transgress your holy commandments, and corrupt ourselves more and more. But we are sorry for
this and desire your grace and help. Therefore, have mercy upon us, most gracious and merciful
God and Father, through your Son our Lord Jesus Christ. Grant to us and increase in us your Holy
Spirit, so that we may recognize our sin and unrighteousness from the depth of our heart, feel true
contrition and grief for them, die to them completely, and please you wholly in a new, godly life.
Amen. (from Martin Bucer’s liturgy)

Assurance of Pardon
Micah 7:18-20

8Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over transgression for the remnant of his
inheritance? He does not retain his anger forever, because he delights in steadfast love. ° He will again
have compassion on us; he will tread our iniquities underfoot. You will cast all our sins into the depths of
the sea. 2° You will show faithfulness to Jacob and steadfast love to Abraham, as you have sworn to our
fathers from the days of old.



Hymn #350
Beneath the Cross of Jesus

1. Beneath the cross of Jesus
| fain would take my stand,
the shadow of a mighty Rock
within a weary land;
a home within the wilderness,
a rest upon the way,
from the burning of the noontide heat
and the burden of the day.

2. Upon the cross of Jesus

mine eye at times can see

the very dying form of One

who suffered there for me:

and from my stricken heart with tears
two wonders | confess,
the wonders of redeeming love

and my unworthiness.

3. | take, O cross, thy shadow
for my abiding place:
| ask no other sunshine than
the sunshine of his face;
content to let the world go by,
to know no gain nor loss;
my sinful self my only shame,
my glory all the cross.

Prayer of the Church
1 Peter 5:6-7

8Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt
you, ' casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.

-THE LORD INSTRUCTS US FROM HIS WORD-

Old Testament Reading
Joshua 5:13-15

3 When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, a man was standing before
him with his drawn sword in his hand. And Joshua went to him and said to him, “Are you for us, or for our
adversaries?” * And he said, “No; but | am the commander of the army of the Lord. Now | have come.”
And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped and said to him, “What does my lord say to his
servant?” '® And the commander of the Lord's army said to Joshua, “Take off your sandals from your feet,
for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.

New Testament Reading



Galatians 1:11-2:14

1 For | would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man's gospel.
12 For | did not receive it from any man, nor was | taught it, but | received it through a revelation of Jesus
Christ. ¥ For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God violently
and tried to destroy it. 1* And | was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people,
so0 extremely zealous was | for the traditions of my fathers. 1° But when he who had set me apart before
| was born, and who called me by his grace, ®was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that | might
preach him among the Gentiles, | did not immediately consult with anyone; " nor did | go up to Jerusalem
to those who were apostles before me, but | went away into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus.
8 Then after three years | went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and remained with him fifteen days. *° But
| saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord's brother. 2° (In what | am writing to you, before
God, | do not lie!) 2! Then | went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia. 2 And | was still unknown in person
to the churches of Judea that are in Christ. 22 They only were hearing it said, “He who used to persecute
us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” 2* And they glorified God because of me.

1Then after fourteen years | went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along with me. 2|
went up because of a revelation and set before them (though privately before those who seemed
influential) the gospel that | proclaim among the Gentiles, in order to make sure | was not running or had
not run in vain. 3 But even Titus, who was with me, was not forced to be circumcised, though he was a
Greek. % Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in—who slipped in to spy out our freedom that we
have in Christ Jesus, so that they might bring us into slavery— 5to them we did not yield in submission
even for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you. ® And from those who
seemed to be influential (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)—those, |
say, who seemed influential added nothing to me. “On the contrary, when they saw that | had been
entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel to the
circumcised 8 (for he who worked through Peter for his apostolic ministry to the circumcised worked also
through me for mine to the Gentiles), ® and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars,
perceived the grace that was given to me, they gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me,
that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. ° Only, they asked us to remember the
poor, the very thing | was eager to do. ' But when Cephas came to Antioch, | opposed him to his face,
because he stood condemned. ?For before certain men came from James, he was eating with the
Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and separated himself, fearing the circumcision party. ** And
the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their
hypocrisy. 14 But when | saw that their conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel, | said to Cephas
before them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles
to live like Jews?”

Sermon
Rev. Dr. Michael J. Matossian

Proof of a Divinely Revealed Gospel
Gal.1:11 - 2:10



Hymn #544
Lead On, O King Eternal

1. Lead on, O King eternal,
the day of march has come;
henceforth in fields of conquest
thy tents shall be our home:
through days of preparation
thy grace has made us strong;
and now, O King eternal,
we lift our battle song.

2. Lead on, O King eternal,

till sin's fierce war shall cease,
and holiness shall whisper
the sweet amen of peace;

for not with swords' loud clashing
nor roll of stirring drums,
but deeds of love and mercy,
the heavenly kingdom comes.

3. Lead on, O King eternal:
we follow, not with fears,
for gladness breaks like morning
where'er thy face appears;
thy cross is lifted o'er us;
we journey in its light:
the crown awaits the conquest;
lead on, O God of might.

-THE LORD FEEDS US FROM HIS TABLE-

Confession of Faith
The Apostles’ Creed
Unison:
| believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
« Words of Institution
«+ Breaking of the Bread
+«+ Sharing of the Cup

-THE LORD DISMISSES US TO HIS SERVICE-

Benediction
2 Corinthians 13:14

14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.

Doxology
#150C (vs. 1) Sing Hallelujah! Praise the LORD!

1. Sing hallelujah! Praise the LORD!
Praise God within his sacred courts!
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

Praise, praise him in his heav’nly height!
Praise, praise him for his deeds of might!
O praise him! O praise him!
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
Hallelujah!

Postlude. Scripture quotations taken from the ESV. All Lyrics Used by Permission: CCLI #11063671



