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The Testing of Saving Faith – Part 1
Introduction
a. objectives

1. subject – true faith will inevitably face trials, but believers must count them as all joy
2. aim – to cause us to count it all joy when we face various trials, for they strengthen our faith
3. passage – James 1:1-4

b. outline
1. The Reality of Trials of Faith (James 1:1)
2. The Response to Trials of Faith (James 1:2)
3. The Result of Trials of Faith (James 1:3-4)

c. opening
1. note: I will have a tendency (ironically!) to say “Paul” rather than “James” during this study!
2. the outline of the book

a. before we “dive” into the text itself, we should have a clear vision of the entire letter first
b. it is highly likely that James had a clear reason for writing this encyclical letter (see Introduction)

1. maybe he saw some issues in his church in Jerusalem that caused him to fear for Christians 
scattered throughout the empire, or he was led by the Spirit to address a concern that he knew 
would be prevalent throughout the history of the church (i.e. he was being proactive)

2. in either case, James had a purpose in writing – something caused him to pen this letter
a. because the letter is proverbial in nature, it is difficult to establish an outline for it, but …

c. (again) an examination of the book seems to indicate that James’ statement in 1:22 is the thesis
of the entire work: “be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves”
1. i.e. he is concerned that Christians would “deceive themselves” into thinking incorrectly about 

what it means to be a follower of Jesus Christ, and then living in that deception
2. e.g. he had used the same word (deceived) in 1:16, and the idea of Christians “deceiving” 

themselves is rampant throughout the letter:
a. in 1:1-18, being deceived about how life is going to go along after becoming a believer

1. failing to see that the Christian life is hard, and trials are essential to growing in faith
b. in 2:1-13, being deceived about the importance of status and position

1. failing to recognize our new place under Christ by still thinking in terms of human status
c. in 2:14-26, being deceived about genuine saving faith and its relationship to everyday life

1. failing to be doers of what we have learned, thinking that faith is just “hearing”
d. in 3:1-18, being deceived about our effect in teaching or lead others with our words

1. failing to be speakers of what we have learned, failing to consider our words
e. in 4:1-5:6, being deceived about the value and importance of worldly things (longest)

1. failing to recognize the hold that materialism continues to have upon us as believers
d. (again) the tendency within us: to “disconnect” what we believe from what we do; the “natural” 

condition of the flesh whereby we tend to think one way but act another (a self-deception)
1. the self-deception we have a tendency to embrace: to assume (in our minds) that we are 

followers of Jesus, but not to act in those beliefs – to say that we are believers, 
but to deceive ourselves (and others) in either:
a. not actually having come to genuine faith in the first place (i.e. claiming to be a “Christian” 

[expediently] but showing no evidence of a regenerated heart through a changed life), or
b. not making the moment-by-moment connection of that faith to life (i.e. being inconsistent in 

claiming certain truths but not actually living out the ramifications of those truths)
1. e.g. those who “recognize” that worship is the primary mission of the believer (and the 

church), yet will never strive or sacrifice to make worship a priority over everything else
2. IOW: what is genuine saving faith (vs. a faith that is only “professed” but not lived)?

a. what does it mean to be a person of “faith” – what does it mean to truly trust in Christ?
e. IMO: the letter of James can be outlined along this line of thought – he was absolutely convinced 

that saving faith is always between what we believe and what we do
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1. The Testing of Saving Faith (1:1-18) – the recognition that the Christian life is hard, trials are 
an essential part of faith, but we must seek wisdom, humility, and steadfastness from the Lord
a. James first addresses the reality which causes him to write the letter (i.e. opposition)

2. The Consistency of Saving Faith (1:19-2:13) – the statement of the thesis, the importance 
of aligning true belief with true action as the measure of true religion
a. James then states his thesis, and gives an example of failing to be a “doer” of the Word

3. The Substance of Saving Faith (2:14-26) – the connection of faith and life (works), making 
clear the substance of true faith as it demonstrates itself in everyday life
a. James then warns his readers about false faith, to insure true faith in action

4. The Speaking of Saving Faith (3:1-18) – the application of this consistency to the speech of 
the believer, the consistency of the words of the believer to his actions
a. James then makes an important connection to his thesis: faith speaks consistently

5. The Sacrifice of Saving Faith (4:1-5:6) – the importance of submitting the passions of the 
flesh in this world to a sacrificial, humble existence before God
a. James then makes another connection: faith sacrifices material things consistently

6. The Patience of Saving Faith (5:7-20) – the need to wait patiently for the coming of the Lord, 
to be found faithful doing what we are called to do
a. James ends by encouraging patience in faith, and to uphold one another in that faith

f. IOW: true saving faith is tested, it is consistent, it has a true substance, it is spoken consistently, 
it demands sacrifice, and it endures patiently throughout all of life

I. The Reality of Trials of Faith (James 1:1)

Content
a. the greeting of the letter (v. 1)

1. the author identifies himself: “James” – the half-brother of Jesus, the leader (pastor?) of the church 
in Jerusalem, the leader of the Jerusalem council of Acts 15, the earliest writer of a N.T. letter, the 
most influential leader of the primitive (i.e. post-Pentecostal) church (see Introduction)

2. James identifies himself as a “servant” of the Lord Jesus Christ (like Paul in many of his letters)
a. “servant” (doulos) = a slave; a bondservant; someone under the direct control and purpose of 

another; not a “chattel-slavery” bond, but a bond of infinite love of the master for the servant that 
is expected to be requited by servant to the master

b. note: the idea of Christians being “slaves” to Jesus is (then) one of the most original and primitive
concepts of conversion in the early church – i.e. that conversion by faith produces a change of 
status such that one is now “owned” by this Christ, not just “connected” to him by “profession”

c. note: this becomes the essence of the entire letter = what does it mean to be a “servant” of Jesus?
3. James writes this letter “to the twelve tribes in the Dispersion”

a. “Dispersion” (diaspora) = a scattering; the scattering of Jewish Christians throughout the world
b. “twelve tribes” = not a reference to the twelve tribes of Israel (i.e. to Jews everywhere), but to the 

Jewish believers that were numbered amongst the Jews scattered throughout the world
1. remember: at this point, virtually all Christians were Jews (i.e. the Gentile church is yet future)
2. “twelve” is assumed by many to be the 12 apostles, given that the 12 tribes of Israel are (at this 

time) virtually non-existent (i.e. the 10 N tribes virtually disappeared after 722BC)
3. it is obvious that James (a servant of Jesus Christ) would not be writing a “morality tale” to his 

ethnic Jewish brothers; he would be writing to those who knew Jesus by faith (as he did!)
4. e.g. James uses the term “my brothers” 17x in the letter – he is writing to his brothers and 

sisters in Christ
c. note: this scattering of Jewish Christians directly fulfills the intention of Jesus in Acts 1:8:

“you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth”

1. it is this scattering out from Jerusalem that moves the gospel to “all nations” (Matt. 28:18f)
d. and: this scattering of Jewish Christians is where James begins his letter

1. the scattering of Jews (and the Christians amongst them) was due to opposition and 
persecution – first by the enemies of Israel (i.e. Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians, Romans), 
but also by the enemies of Christ (i.e. the Jews who rejected Jesus as their Messiah)

2. IOW: the diaspora of believers was caused by persecution, and this the reality to start …
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b. the reality of trials of faith (v. 2)
1. “when” = not “if” – the reality of trials in the life of believers in Jesus is assumed (i.e. just as the 

Christians of James’ day had all experienced opposition, both as Jews and as followers of Jesus)
a. “trials” = examinations; temptations; tests; experiments; causes of infirmity; i.e. attacks

1. clarified by James in v. 3 as “the testing of your faith” = circumstances that might test your trust 
in the promises of God; things that might “shake” you and cause you to question the veracity 
of God’s word that you belong to him, are saved by him, that he loves you, etc.

2. i.e. the ordinary “problems” of living in a sinful, fallen, corrupted, evil world that sometimes
make us question our relationship to Christ and his ways

3. e.g. difficulties that make God seem “unfair”; periods of loneliness where the presence of God 
is “far off”; opposition and wounds from both enemies and friends, etc.

b. “trials” (in this context) are assumed by James to be universal in nature (when, not if) = God 
purposes for his children to experience that which will strengthen their faith
1. principle: our trust in God is strengthened by testing, just as metal is strengthened by 

being passed through high heat
a. we inherently understand this to be true:
b. e.g. in order for Jesus to fulfill our righteousness, he had to suffer and die
c. e.g. Hebrews 12:3-11 is clear that discipline is essential to our relationship with God

2. however: there is a strong resistance amongst (modern) Christians against the idea of our 
faith being tested by circumstance – we are (often) taught that Christianity is “easy”
a.

2. James opens his letter addressing the reality in the lives of those he is writing to: they are 
experiencing many forms of difficulty, opposition, and persecution in order to follow Jesus
a. but, there is good reason for these things – and James will build on this reality in the verses ahead


