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Romans 12:8 
 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 80 

Introduction: 

     The Apostle Paul has listed some of these Spiritual gifts that are used in the body of 
Christ. He has expressed the diversity of these gifts in the body and that God is the source of 
these gifts. From our last lesson we discussed the proper Biblical understanding of the gifts 
of Prophecy, Service and Teaching. This lesson we will cover the remaining four of these 
seven gifts that Paul has listed here in Romans 12. However for the complete context I want 
us to go back up and start our reading at verse number three. 
 
Romans 12:3-8 
 

3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt 
to every man the measure of faith. 
 

4 For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: 
 

5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. 
 

6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let 
us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; 
 

7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; 
 

8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that 
ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. 1 
 
     Where we have seven gifts that the Apostle Paul goes over, Spiritual gifts. We know that 
these gifts come from God. These are gifts that God gives to individuals within the body of 
Christ, to work in the body, so that the body can function as a whole. We are not all the 
same, so therefore, everyone does not have the same spiritual gift. We will look at the 
Spiritual gifts within the body of Christ dealing with, Exhortation, Giving, Leadership and 
Mercy. May we apply Paul’s intent from his writing in Ephesians to understand the giving, 
and the purpose of these gifts. 
 
__________________________________________ 
1 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Romans 12:3-8. 
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Ephesians 4:11-12 
 
11 And He gave some to be apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers, 
 
12 for the perfecting of the saints for the work of the ministry, and for the edifying of the body 
of Christ,2 
 
     The gifts are given by God, according to His own purpose, for the work of the ministry, 
for the building up of the body of Christ, for the honor and the glory of God.  
 
Romans 12:8 
 
8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that 
ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.3 
 

1. The Gift of Exhortation: 
 
Romans 12:8a 
 

8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation:4 
 
     Another Spiritual gift, not to be overlooked because it is very vital to the working of the 
body of Christ.  
 
    He that ‘exhorts.’ This Greek word 3870,5 is the verb from the noun 3874 - (παρακαλεω), 
‘parakle’sei’, which carries with it the idea of saying something to someone in a way that 
will encourage, comfort, and admonish.6 An exhorter – is a call or a summon for 
encouragement. One who comes up right along beside someone, close-up and personal to 
lift that person up through exhortation. 
 
     The word for exhorter, comes from the Greek word, commonly known from John 14, as 
‘paraklétos’ - παράκλητος, you may have heard it referred to as (par-ak'-lay-tos). This is the 
Greek word for Comforter, (The Holy Spirit). Jesus said I will send unto you another, 
‘paraklétos’ - παράκλητος,7 Comforter. One who comes along beside, and lifts up. That is 
the Holy Spirit, He is the Comforter. Look at the Gospel of John, chapter number 14.   
__________________________________________ 
2 Holy Bible – K.J.V., Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Ephesians 4:11-12. 
 

3 21st Century K.J.V., KJ21 Bible, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible Publishers), Romans 12:8. 
 

4 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 12:8a. 
 

5 NOTE: 3870 parakaléō (from 3844 /pará, "from close-beside" and 2564 /kaléō, "to call") – properly, "make a call" 
from being "close-up and personal." 3870 /parakaléō ("personally make a call") refers to believers offering up 
evidence that stands up in God's court. 
 

6 [3870 (parakaléō), the root of 3875 /paráklētos ("legal advocate"), likewise has legal overtones.]James Strong, 
LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 3870 - 
(παρακαλεω), ‘parakaleo’,  (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
 
7James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 
3874 - (παρακαλεω), ‘parakle’sei’,  (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 

https://biblehub.com/greek/3844.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2564.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3870.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3870.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3875.htm
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     Looking at the Gospel of John, I want us to see just a few sections of Scripture here, to get 
a better understanding of this word.  
 
John 14:16-17 
 
16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with 
you for ever; 
 

17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither 
knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.8 
 
     There is that word, ‘paraklétos’ - παράκλητος, Comforter, the Holy Spirit. Now look over 
in the Gospel of John to chapter 16.  
 
John 16:7 
 
7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, 
the Comforter (paraklétos’ – παράκλητος) will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send 
him unto you. 9 
 
     This Greek word refers to the one who comes along and joins himself. One who comes 
along a side of a fellow believer. One who is there comfort someone, to lift someone up, to 
exhort. Most people think that an exhorter is a preacher. They think you have to be called 
to be a preacher in order to be an exhorter. No, my friend, these are two separate callings. 
This word carries with it the idea of a call or a summon for encouragement.  
 
     Some to come along a side of you and give you an encouraging word. Someone to come 
right up beside you and speak unto you words of comfort, whether it be through the 
Scripture, through a biblical truth or anything for that matter to lift you up. Friends, that is 
an exhorter. That is a person who has love in their heart for Christ, and they are able to 
come along side and encourage because they have been given that spiritual gift. 
 
     Now we know that everyone does not have this spiritual gift. Many people attend a 
funeral with good intentions, yet they would be better off if they just kept their mouth shut. 
Some preachers are even like that, in fact they too would be better off if they didn’t say 
anything. There are times, I go to funerals and honestly I do not know what to say. In that 
case let us just come up along a side someone, because often times it just more so our 
presence of being there far greater than our words, especially when we are at a loss of 
words. So you do not always have to speak to be an exhorter, just being in their presences, 
to be a comfort for someone. Just your very presences, just the fact that they know they are 
praying for me, they are here for me. They have come along side to comfort me, they care 
for me. A call or a summon for encouragement. 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
8 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 14:16-17. 
 
9 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), John 16:7. 
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     It is not by our knowledge or our own wisdom that we are able to perform this, but it is 
the grace of God, through His Spirit working in us. It is the Word of God through the 
Scriptures, this is why the Apostle Paul beings this discourse when he writes, ‘I beseech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world: 
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.’10 Our minds are like computers, you can only get out of 
it what you put into it. When you first get your computer, it just has the basics on it. The 
more programs, the more applications you install on it, the more capabilities it has to 
function better. This Bible is the program that you need to install, and we need to renew 
our mind to be transformed, so that we are able to do that which God has called us to do. 
 
     2.  The Gift of Giving: 
 
Romans 12:8a-b 
 
8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity;11 
 
This word (μεταδιδωμι) – 3330 metadidómi: to give a share of; it is a rare Pauline word. It 
is only used five times in the entire New Testament, and four of those times it is used by 
Paul,12 (Romans 1:11; 12:8; Ephesians 4:28; I Thessalonians 2:8) and one other time it is 
used by Paul’s close friend Luke (Luke 3:11). In the sense of giving a share of. This is a 
spiritual gift to be granted a giving heart.  
 
     It is not so much as to what you give, but more importantly in how that you give it. The 
attitude of the heart. The gift of giving is a special gift of God whereby God prospers 
someone so that he might give of his substance to the work of God and to the needs of 
others (i.e. Luke 3:11). ‘He answereth and saith unto them, He that hath two coats, let him 
impart to him that hath none; and he that hath meat, let him do likewise.’13 
 
     The word is not hard to understand, G. Abbott-Smith writes that, ‘The word literally 
means to give a share or to impart something to someone’14 Now I want you to notice here, 
Paul does not comment on the act of giving, but Paul’s comment is upon the state of mind 
and heart when one does give – this is the attitude of giving.  
 
 
__________________________________________ 
10 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 12:1-2. 
 

11 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Romans 12:8a-b. 
 
12James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 
3330 - (μεταδιδωμι), ‘metadidómi’: (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
 
13 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Luke 3:11. 
 
14 G. Abbott-Smith G., D.D., D.C.L., ‘Greek Lexicon of the New Testament’, (London, England: T. & T. Clark, 1922). 
286.  
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KJV - he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity;15 
 
NASB - he who gives, with liberality; 16 
 
ESV - the one who contributes, in generosity; 17 
 
     The focus here that Paul puts on giving, is not the act of giving itself, but the attitude of 
the heart when one does give. Yes God does bless people with the ability to give. So that 
they can help others, so that they in turn may do the work of the ministry to edify the local 
body. However, it is the spirit of giving that Paul focuses upon here in this passage that 
coincides with the Spiritual gift of giving. It is not the act of giving that God grants you, but 
it’s the Spirit of giving – it should be done with simplicity, liberality, with a generous 
unselfish spirit with no thought of self-gain.  
 
     Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse said ‘every Christian is to give to God, and if he does not, God 
will take His share through other means.’ 18 This text teaches us a very significant lesson 
about spiritual gifts – not only does God keep track of the gift, but also the attitude in which 
the gift is given. 
 
       3.   The Gift of Leadership: 
 
Romans 12:8a-c 
 
8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that 
ruleth, with diligence;19 
 
     This is the Spiritual gift, closely associated with Elders or the church pastors and 
administrative elders that lead and rule in the body; those that govern other people. They 
must rule in accordance with the Word of God, that is an implied given in the ability of their 
Spiritual gift, however, they must do so with ‘diligence.’ 
 
     Which is the Greek word – 4710 / σπουδή, ῆς, ἡ - (spoo – day), spoudé: haste, diligence; 
meaning quickly obeying what the Lord reveals is His priority, with earnest swiftness. 20 

This does not involve a long draw out process when it is clearly defined within Scripture. 
There should be no need for committees and meetings to discuss what is clearly outlined in 
the Word of God. 
__________________________________________ 
15 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 12:8b. 
 

16 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Romans 12:8b. 
 

17 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Romans 12:8b.  
 

18 Donald Grey Barnhouse, Romans - Expositions of Bible Doctrines, Volume 4.2 (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1977), 55. 
 

19 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 12:8a-c. 
 
20 James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 
4710 - σπουδή, ῆς, ἡ - (spoo – day), spoudé: (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
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     Dr. John MacArthur writes concerning this Spiritual gift of leadership, ‘he who leads’ – 
‘Literally meaning to stand before. The Apostle Paul calls this gift ‘administrations’ or 
‘governments’, as seen from 1 Corinthians 12:28, 21 a word that means to guide and is used 
of the person who steers a ship (Acts 27:1122 & Revelation 18:1723). In the New Testament, 
this word is used to describe only leadership in the home as seen from 1 Timothy 3:4, 5, 12; 
and in the church from 1 Corinthians 12:28, 1 Timothy 5:17. Again, the church’s leaders 
must exercise this gift, but it is certainly not limited to them.’24 
 
      4.   The Gift of Mercy: 
 
Romans 12:8 
 
8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that 
ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.25 
 
     The gift of Mercy - 1653 ἐλεέω – eleeo’ - eleon / meaning, to have pity or mercy on, to 
show mercy.26 This is a supernatural ability to demonstrate compassion to others. A person 
with a real loving heart that can identify and relate with those who are hurting or in a 
helpless condition. This is not just with temporal or material needs, but always with 
Spiritual needs as well, especially when dealing with sin in a person’s life. 
 

- With the Spiritual gift of Giving – you find Mercy. 
- With the Spiritual gift of Exhortation – you find Mercy. 

 
     The believer’s attitude of mercy should be exercised with cheerfulness. As John 
MacArthur writes, ‘This attitude is crucial to ensure that the gift of mercy becomes a 
genuine help and not a discouragement with those who are suffering.’27 

 
 
__________________________________________ 
21 NOTE: ‘And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondly prophets, thirdly teachers, then miracles, 
then gifts of healings, helps, governments, divers kinds of tongues.’ American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, 
(New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), 1 Corinthian 12:28. 
 
22 NOTE: ‘But the centurion was more persuaded by the pilot and the [d]captain of the ship than by what was being 
said by Paul.’  New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper 
Collins, 2013), Acts 27:11. 
 
23 NOTE: ‘For in a single hour all this wealth has been laid waste.” And all shipmasters and seafaring men, sailors 
and all whose trade is on the sea, stood far off.’  English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: 
Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), Revelation 18:17. 
 
24John MacArthur, The MacArthur NASB Study Bible Notes. (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 2006), 1684-
1685. 
 
25 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 12:8. 
 
26 James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 
1653 ἐλεέω – eleeo’ - eleon: (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
 
27 John MacArthur, The MacArthur NASB Study Bible Notes. (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 2006), 1685. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+27&version=NASB#fen-NASB-27867d
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     As our Lord proclaimed as He read from the scroll of Isaiah the Prophet – ‘The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath 
sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 19 To preach the acceptable year 
of the Lord.’28 A clear demonstration of mercy and Jesus demonstrated it throughout His 
entire life. 
 
     These are just seven gifts and Paul discussed here, but know this that each Spiritual gift 
is operated by faith. They are given by God as the source – and it is God that gives the grace 
and the faith for the operation.  
 
Romans 12:3-8 
 

3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt 
to every man the measure of faith. 
 

4 For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office:29 
 
     So what must we do to operate our Spiritual gift? In closing I want to give you seven 
steps, that will help you identify, confirm, perform and practice your spiritual gift. 
 
(Step #1) – Fulfill Romans 12:1 – ‘present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable service.’30 This is only logical for a believer to do this. 
 
(Step #2) - Stay focused on learning the Scriptures for this renews the mind. ‘And do not be 
conformed to this world [any longer with its superficial values and customs], but 
be [c]transformed and progressively changed [as you mature spiritually] by the renewing of 
your mind [focusing on godly values and ethical attitudes], so that you may prove [for 
yourselves] what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect [in His plan 
and purpose for you].’31 
 
(Step #3) - Pray and ask God to reveal your gift. Ask God, to guide you and show you your 
abilities in accordance with Scripture. 
 
(Step #4) - Take advantage of opportunities God gives you to serve in His local church. 
Don’t be afraid to walk through those open doors, and don’t be your own stumbling block. 
 
(Step #5) - Honestly ask yourself what you really enjoy doing. Do I have a true desire to 
this, and is my attitude and motives right? 
_________________________________________ 
28 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Luke 4:18-19. 
 
2921st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Romans 12:3-4. 
 

30 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 12:2. 
 
31 Amplified Bible, AMP Bible, (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, Zondervan, 2015), Romans 12:2 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+12&version=AMP#fen-AMP-28248c
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(Step #6) - Ask spiritual people to evaluate you and your gift. Ask a close spiritual friend to 
evaluate you and your gift. 
 
(Step #7) - When you utilize your gift, does it influence others in a God-honoring way? 
 
Is God honored and glorified through the practice of your gift? 
 

• Are the Saints being edified? 
• Is the Saviour being exalted? 

 
If you have done these seven things, and are currently practicing a Spiritual gift and 
the answer to those two questions are yes, then God is indeed being honored and 
glorified. Then my friend you have found your Spiritual gift – continue to cultivate it 
for the glory of God.  
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