
1 
 

Exposition of Romans       Sovereign Outreach 4 Grace 
SO4G – sermonaudio.com      3041 Terrance Blvd.                         
mgdouglas70@yahoo.com      Ashland, KY 41102 

 

Pastor, Douglas Salyer       January 23, 2019  

 

Romans 12:9-12 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 81 

Introduction: 

     Most people start to lose their focus of proper bible study after Romans 12:3. In fact I’ve 
heard it said that for the Armenian camp, the book of Romans has 7 ¾ chapters. They tend 
to stop after Romans 8:28. For the hyper-Calvinist, the book of Romans has 11 chapters and 
three verses.  
 
     However, for the mature believer that stands in awe at the Sovereignty of God, and still 
humbled into submission for fulfill their human responsibility because of the understanding 
they have – knowing why they are saved; the book of Romans has 16 full and complete 
chapters. 
 
     From this section of Romans, you will not receive a power-house message. I cannot give 
you anything deeply profound such as new insight or something that you have never ever 
heard before. Because if you are truly in Christ, this section should be common sense. In fact, 
it is only logical that you are fulfilling this type of practical application once you are rooted 
in Christ and have the foundation laid of the doctrines of the first complete eleven chapters.  
 
     This is only the natural behavior of a Christian. In addition, we ought to learn from this 
section. To understand the duties of practical Christianity, this is how the Lord wants us to 
live our Christian life.  
 
     We should get three things from this section: 
 

- Conviction / knowing in our hearts, this is the way I ought to live my Christian life. 
 

- Humility / knowing in our hearts this is our great desire to live pleasing unto God. 
 

- Comfort / knowing and seeing these traits in our life with a desire to do better. 
 
     You may read this text and say, I know I need to apply this in my life. Knowing that the 
great desire is there for the honor and the glory of God. Then being able to see these already 
at work in your life. Such comfort in knowing that God’s grace is at work in your hearts and 
lives. 
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Romans 12:9-12 
 

9 Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good. 
 

10 Be kindly affection one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another; 
 

11 Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; 
 

12 Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer;1 
 

     Paul has finish 11 chapter on theology, doctrinal truths by which one must be rooted in. 
Chapter 12, he begins a section on practical application, truths by which to live by. He first 
speaks upon Spiritual gifts, showing us that God is source and all gifts are necessary for 
operation of the body (the Church). Yet of all these gifts, like with all the Fruit of the Spirit 
and even with all our present and future blessings the greatest of all of these, is Love. In fact 
the love that God has supernaturally placed in our heart upon regeneration it is the greatest 
of all the Christian attributes. 
 
     This is nothing new to the saved, we know these truths yet may these applications never 
become common-place in our practice. Somehow, over the years within the American 
churches we have been conned into believing that numbers in the church equal success, but 
biblically speaking this is not the case. When a church a focused on God’s Word, when people 
are meeting, praying, sharing, worshiping, and fellowshipping together in Love, regardless 
of the numbers that is the marks of a successful Church. 
 
    When hearts are right, Attitudes will be right and the actions will be manifested as such. 
 
Romans 12:9-10 
 
9 Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good. 
 

10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another;2 
 
     The NASB opens up verse nine with – Let love be without hypocrisy. Christian Love is 
without hypocrisy – in other words it is not fake. The greatest sinner in the Bible was filled 
with hypocrisy and his hypocrisy is even displayed in his fake love for the Master. This most 
profound depth of hypocrisy was manifested with a kiss.  
 
Luke 22:47-48 
 

47 And while he yet spake, behold a multitude, and he that was called Judas, one of the twelve, 
went before them, and drew near unto Jesus to kiss him. 
 

48 But Jesus said unto him, Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss? 3 
 
__________________________________________ 
1 Holy Bible – K.J.V., Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 12:9-12. 
 
2 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible Publishers), 
Romans 12:9-10. 
 
3 Holy Bible – K.J.V., Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Luke 22:47-48.   
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     Hypocrisy is the most distasteful and ugly of all sins for it feigns affection and is filled with 
hate.  No sin is worse than hypocrisy.  No vice is more destructive than hypocrisy, and no 
virtue is more wonderful than love.  A true love is not a hypocritical love. In other words it 
cannot be on one day and off the next day. Now you might not always ‘feel’ like it. However, 
you renew your mind through and by the Word of God, and God will place you in a right 
relationship to where you can exercise that.  
 
     Christians are commanded to live a pure, true, genuine love. 
 

1. Unhypocritical Love: 
 

     So let your love, Paul says be without dissimulation – with hypocrisy. 
 
Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good. 10 Be kindly affectioned one to another 
with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another; 4 
 
John 13:34-35 
 

34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye 
also love one another. 35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one 
to another.5 
 
     How many times, again and again, throughout the Bible, does Paul, Peter, and John talk 
about having a love one toward another? A brotherly love for the brethren. We are to love all 
men, however in this context Paul is speaking a special love toward fellow believers in Christ. 
A love toward those of the same kind. These love that we have is indeed, our greatest 
Christian virtue.  
 

2. Wholehearted Love: 
 
Romans 12:11-12 
 

 11 in diligence not slothful; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord;  
 
12 rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing stedfastly in prayer;6 
 
     The Church is the vessels of mercy of display for the entire world, to manifest the love and 
amazing grace of God. But just in the church building on Sundays, but in all that we do.  
 
     This wholehearted love is displayed in our service and our perseverance.  
 
 
__________________________________________ 
4 Holy Bible – K.J.V., Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 12:9b-10. 
 
5 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible Publishers), 
John 13:34-35. 
 
6 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Romans 12:11-12. 
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      Church we are the light of the world, and we are the salt of the earth; and salt changes 
what it comes in contact with. Well, in love, that is what we are supposed to be and do. We 
are supposed to manifest this in love, everything we do, in love. 
 
     This is hard Church, yet the amazing grace of God enables us to do this. Not just in the 
church house on Sundays. ‘I love them in the Lord, Monday through Saturday, but on Sunday, 
I really love them.’ Oh please, let your love be without dissimulation – with hypocrisy. ‘Well 
you don’t know what they done to me pastor.’ Let me ask you this, what did you do to Christ? 
He has forgiven you of that hasn’t He? He nailed your sins to His cross. He blotted your sins 
out with His own blood and cast them into the depths of the sea to be remember no more. 
He has separated them as far as the east is from west. He forgave you, now why can’t you 
forgive them? Well, you get a little love in your system and you will be able to do that.  
 

1. Wholehearted love is not slothful, (Lagging). 
This means it is not lagging behind in diligence. Never shrinking or hesitating or being 
too timid to do manifest what God has graciously placed in your hearts. 
 

2. Wholehearted love is fervent.  
1 Peter 1:22 – ‘Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit 
unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart 
fervently:’7 

 
This wholehearted Christian love should be fervent in spirit. This Greek word picture 
used here to describe this unfeigned, fervent love is a human illustration in the 
stretching of a muscle to its absolute limit.  A wholehearted love stretches beyond the 
limits of human understanding. It is not hypocritical, it is not lagging, but it is fervent 
in that it makes every effort to reach in where others would not.  
 

3. Wholehearted love is serving. 
Serving the Lord - The present tense participle, “serving,” speaks of a continual 
service. What Paul means here is that spiritual and successful Christians are those 
who continually serve the Lord. 
 

- They are not perfect, and they will have setbacks – but they do not quit. 
- They may get knocked down – but by the grace of God they get back up. 
- They keep serving God because they love God and they love God’s people. 

 
(They love wholeheartedly – they love fervently – and they love in service). 

 
     Dr. John MacArthur writes, ‘whatever is worth doing in the Christian life is valuable 
enough to be done with enthusiasm and care (John 9:4; Gal. 6:10; Heb. 6:10-11). Sloth and 
indifference not only prevents that which is good, but it also promotes and allows evil to 
prosper.’8 
__________________________________________ 
7 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 Peter 1:22.  
 
8 John MacArthur, The MacArthur NASB Study Bible Notes. (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 2006), 1685. 
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     How does one serve in love? 
 
Romans 12:12 
 
12 Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer;9 
 
     Here is your message: the three ‘P’s’ to keep you focused upon exercising the greatest 
Christian attribute which of course is love: 
 

1. Praise. 
2. Perseverance. 
3. Prayer. 

 
     Make these three a constant practice in your life and you will see amazing results in your 
attitude and actions. However, without a grounding of the first 11 chapters of Romans, these 
are indeed going to be difficult and without the application of Romans 12:1-2 these three will 
be impossible: 
 
Romans 12:1-2 
 
1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.                                          
 
2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.10 
 
     I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God – what is Paul talking about here, 
the mercies of God? He is speaking of the doctrinal truths of the first 11 chapters; in that 
what God has done for us, to us, and through us. Our blessed promises, blessings and hope 
in Christ. 
 
     As Christ demonstrated this perfect love, we also likewise must show His love; the greatest 
Christian attribute. This type of love, is not the love that you were born with, it was not put 
into by your parents. By no human means, whatsoever. This is the perfect love that comes 
down from above and is shed abroad in our hearts. This love will persevere, because it is 
God’s love, and His love always wins.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
9 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 12:12. 
 

10 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Romans 12:1-2. 
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