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CBC’s Mission: Loving God and loving people as we grow, serve and share the Good News of
Jesus Christ.

And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” All the Law and the Prophets hang
on these two commandments.” (Matthew 22:39-40)
The fruit of God’s work in our lives is love.
The Example of the Early Church
Acts 2:41-47

God wants our church to be a caring community of Christians.

I.  The churchis to be committed to a common core. (v. 42)

a. Curriculum (teaching of sound doctrine)

So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly,
which was made up of men and women and all who were able to understand. He read it aloud
from daybreak till noon ... And all the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law.

Ezra the teacher of the Law stood on a high wooden platform built for the occasion...

Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing above them; and
as he opened it, the people all stood up. Ezra praised the LORD, the great God;and all the people
lifted their hands and responded, “Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed down and worshiped the
LorD with their faces to the ground.

The Levites...instructed the people in the Law while the people were standing there. They read
from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that the people
understood what was being read. (Nehemiah 8:2-8)

On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. Paul spoke to the people and,
because he intended to leave the next day, kept on talking until midnight. There were many
lamps in the upstairs room where we were meeting. Seated in a window was a young man
named Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep as Paul talked onand on. When he was
sound asleep, he fell to the ground from the third story and was picked up dead. Paul went
down, threw himself on the young man and put his arms around him. “Don’t be alarmed,” he
said. “He’s alive!” Then he went upstairs again and broke bread and ate. After talking until
daylight, he left. The people took the young man home alive and were greatly comforted. (Acts
20:7-12)

b. Commonality (koinonia: fellowship)




We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with
us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to make
our joy complete.

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no
darkness at all. 1f we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie
and do not live out the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. (1 John 1:3-7)

c. Communion (The Lord’s Supper)

Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ?
And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one
loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all share the one loaf. (1 Corinthians 10:16-17)

d. Conversationwith God (Prayer)

They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of
Jesus, and with his brothers. (Acts 1:14)

God, whom I serve in my spirit in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my witness how
constantly | remember you in my prayers at all times; and I pray that now at last by God’s will
the way may be opened for me to come to you.

| long to see you so that | may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you strong— that is,
that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith. (Romans 1:9-12)

| thank my God every time | remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, | always pray with
joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of
this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it onto completion until the day of Christ
Jesus.

It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since | have you in my heart and, whether |
am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me.
God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.

And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of
insight, so that you may be able to discern what is bestand may be pure and blameless for the
day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the
glory and praise of God. (Philippians 1:3-11)

Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is lacking in
your faith. (1 Thessalonians 3:10)

The consequence: God is glorified (v. 43)

Il. The churchis to be committed to concernand care for one another. (v. 44)




Two are better than one,
because they have a good return for their labor:
If either of them falls down, one can help the other up.
But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help them up.
Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm.
But how can one keep warm alone?
Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves.
A cord of three strands is not quickly broken. (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12)

As long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever he lowered his
hands, the Amalekites were winning. When Moses’ hands grew tired, they took a stone and put
it under him and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up—one on one side, one on the
other—so that his hands remained steady till sunset. So Joshua overcame the Amalekite army
with the sword. (Exodus 17:8-13)

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay
down our lives for our brothers and sisters. If anyone has material possessions and sees a
brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person?
Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. (1 John 3:16-
18)

A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed. (Proverbs 11:25)

The consequence: peoples’ needs are met (v. 45)

All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was
their own, but they shared everything they had. With great power the apostles continued to
testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in
them all that there were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned
land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles’ feet, and
it was distributed to anyone who had need. (Acts 4:32-35)

“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing
clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’

“He will reply, ‘Truly Itell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did
not do for me.’

“Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” (Matthew
25:31-46)

Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. Live in harmony with one
another... (Rom 12:15-16a)

I1l. The churchis to be committed to camaraderie and celebration. (v. 46-47a)




But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none of you may be
hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. (Hebrews 3:13)

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving
up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all
the more as you see the Day approaching. (Hebrews 10:24-24)

“Anew command | give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one

another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (John
13:34-35)

My command is this: Love each other as | have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to
lay down one’s life for one’s friends. (John 15:12-13)

“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their
message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and | am in you. May they
also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” (John 17:20-21)

The consequence: continuing conversions. (v. 47b)

The apostles performed many signs and wonders among the people. And all the believers used
to meet together in Solomon’s Colonnade. No one else dared join them, even though they were
highly regarded by the people. Nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in the
Lord and were added to their number. (Acts 5:12-14)



