
Matthew 1:1-17  

v1—While you may grimace a bit at the thought of the genealogies of the bible, genealogy was important 
in Israel.   

 1.  Think of Israel entering into the land of Canaan.  One’s genealogy determined what land you  
      got and how much you got.   
 2.  Think of genealogy in Israel after the exile into Babylon.  When they come out of  
      captivity, who will be priests?   
  a.  Only the sons of Aaron, the sons of Levi are to be priests.   
  b.  But how do you know that, unless you have your genealogy.   
 3.  The Jews had faithfully kept their genealogies throughout history and had continued to do so  
       even under Roman rule. 
.     a.  Many Jews still knew what tribe they were from in the New Testament. 
  b.  Paul was having to give warning concerning comparing genealogies 
  c.  Titus 3:9  But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and strife and disputes 
about the Law, for they are unprofitable and worthless. 
 4.  Genealogy was important in Israel  
  a.  For those Jews who had already trusted in Christ as the Messiah and were as a result  
      losing their families, their possessions, and their own physical safety, this genealogy  
      was extremely significant. 
  b.  The 3 primary points of this record are clear:  Abraham, David, and Jesus 

What we find in Matthew is more than a just a genealogy however. 

 1.  The record (biblos) Biblos generally referred to an entire scroll or book, not a brief section like  
      this 
 2.  Of the genealogy (geneseos).  His gospel bore a title similar to that of the 1st book of the  
      Greek Old Testament. 
 3.  My entire book is to record in large volume form the Genesis…the beginning of this new era   
 4.  With a play on words, my genesis will begin with the genealogy of the promised Messiah. 

Matthew is not only establishing Jesus’ pedigree here.   

 1.  He is setting forth the stage to show that Jesus had fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies  
      about the Messiah.  
 2.  We are going to see a massive number of quotes from the Old Testament.   
 3.  A study of Matthew is like reading an inspired commentary on the Old Testament. 
 4.  He is basically preaching a sermon from the OT Scriptures and his subject is the Messiah:  the  
      Savior King who had come to establish His Kingdom on earth and advance it through the earth 

READ/PRAY 

We see from this text 3 promises and hopes that we can hold on to together. 



I.  The Promise to Abraham and the Hope of the Gentiles v2-6  

Jesus ultimately is the son of Abraham, and therefore he is the fulfillment of all the promises of God to 
Abraham.  

 1.  Genesis 12:1-3  Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, And from your 
relatives And from your father’s house, To the land which I will show you; 2 And I will make you a great 
nation, And I will bless you, And make your name great; And so you shall be a blessing; 3 And I will bless 
those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse.  And in you all the families of the earth will 
be blessed. 

 2.  Genesis 22:17  indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars 
of the heavens and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their 
enemies. 

 3.  Galatians 3:29  And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs 
according to promise. 

He is not only the promise to Abraham, but also the hope of the Gentiles. 

 1.  In four instances the structure is slightly disrupted by an identification of the mother.  
 2.  The absence of mention of mothers in most genealogies suggests that the mothers are of  
      particular importance in these four cases.   
 3.  All four women:  Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba were regarded as Gentiles and for the  
      most part they had Gentile reputations. 
  a.  Tamar had a child via incest with her father in law 
  b.  Rahab was a harlot 
  c.  Ruth spend a questionable night at the feet of a man who was not her husband 
  d.  And we know the story of Bathsheeba, and if not, we will get to her in a moment. 

The presence of these Gentile women in Jesus’ family tree demonstrates God’s intention to include 
Gentiles in his redemptive plan. 

 1.  Matthew 3:9 
 2.  Matthew 12:18-21 
 3.  Matthew 28:19-20 
   
II.  The Promise to David and the Hope of Sinful Man v6-15 

He calls Jesus the Son of David.   

 1.  When he says that, he is telling you that Jesus is the one in whom we find the fulfillment of all  
      the promises that were made to David.  
 2.  2 Samuel 7:12-13  When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will 
raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He 
shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 

  a.  That was not fulfilled in Solomon as glorious as was his reign.   
  b.  And it was not fulfilled in the sum total of the kings of Israel as impressive as that  
       reign was.   
  c.  No, the fulfillment of that promise of God in II Samuel 7 was in Christ. 



Isaiah 11:1-3  Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And a branch from his roots will bear fruit. 
2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him, The spirit of wisdom and understanding, The spirit of counsel 
and strength, The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD…Then in that day The nations will resort 
to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a signal for the peoples; And His resting place will be glorious. 

He is not only the promise to David, but he is the hope of sinful man.  Look at the sinful men in this 
portion of the genealogy. 

 1.  Most obvious is King David listed with Bathsheeba here. 
 2.  The wicked kings were in the majority 
 3.  The wickedness of the kings increased and the influence of the kings decreases until the line of  
      David was virtually a non-issue. 
 4.  It is amazing to think that the great, great, great, great grandparents of Jesus hated God and  
      were leading other people to hate Him too. 
  
III.  The Promise to Israel and the Hope of all the World v16-17 

Matthew’s great purpose in setting down this genealogy is to bring home the point that Jesus is the 
Christ.  He is the Messiah.   

 1.  It is clear that he is different than the others listed in the genealogy…even different than  
      Abraham and David 

 2.  Until the last clause, the cadence of the genealogy is so regular that it is almost hypnotic.   
  a.  The disruption in verse 16 would have startled readers with an awareness that Jesus’  
       birth was different from that of any other.   
  b.  Throughout the passage, the phrase had been, and Abraham begot Isaac, and Isaac  
       Jacob, and so on.   
  c.  Here, however, we are told explicitly in verse 16 that Jacob was the father of Joseph,  
       the husband of Mary, by whom Jesus was born. 
 3.  The Greek grammar in this one case is what is called a “divine passive” which refers to an  
      activity of God and implies that God miraculously conceived Jesus by Mary.   
 4.  The Greek “of whom” is in the feminine form here…he was born of a woman.   

Joseph is the legal human father of Jesus, Matthew is reminding you, not his physical human father. 

 1.  He is the one miraculously sent by God to deliver Israel and the world from her sin and  
      oppression.  
 2.  The Hope of all the World! 

Luke 2:8-11   

There is good news!  Not just good news, but good news of great joy.  Not just good news of great joy but 
good news of great joy for all people! 

 1.  A Savior v11 for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior 

  a.  Matthew 1:21  She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will 
save His people from their sins. 
  b.  He came to save us from our sins! 
   1.  The penalty—hell 
   2.  The power 
   3.  The presence  



   
 2.  Christ v11b  for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord. 
  
  a.  In the words of Peter’s confession, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
  b.  The Messiah…the King of kings and Lord of lords 

 3.  This is the biggest and best news to ever be released!  A Savior has come, our Lord has come:   
      son of Abraham, son of David, Jesus. 

Conclusion:  The Gospel 

Discussion Questions:  

1. What did you learn about God in this sermon and in the biblical texts used? About Christ? About 
the Holy Spirit?  

2. What did you learn about yourself in this sermon and in the texts used?  

3. Were there any clear promises or commands in the biblical texts used?  

4. What is the hardest truth that stands out to you from this message or the verses referenced?  

5. What is the most impactful point or statement from the sermon?  

6. How can you respond to this message? 


