
“WE ARE AT WAR: IN IT TO WIN IT!”  
1 THESSALONIANS 1:1-10 plus 

PART 5: “WINNING AS A CHURCH” 
I.   BUILD ON A GOD-MADE COMMUNITY 
  A.  Know who we all are; a salvation common to us all 
  1.  Elect of God   v. 4     CCEE 
  2.  Called out of the culture/world by God  v. 1 
  3.  Founded and established by and in God our  
   Father and the Lord Jesus Christ  v. 1 
  4.  Blessed with God’s grace and peace   v. 2 
  5.  Experiencing and acting on a powerful   
   transformation by God   v. 9 
  6.  Encouraging each other about the nearness of 
   Christ’s return   v. 10 
  7.  Rejoice in the common grace given to deliver  
   you from the wrath to come; thanksgiving; no 
   complaining 
 B.  Get your faith active and work as a team 
  1.  Work of faith  - faith works: with what God  
   promised; with bold steps you would not have 
   done before; faith works proportionally to the 
   challenges to it you take; faith works on the  
   promises, principles, will and Word of God; 
   equip each other; hone your good works tools 
  2.  Labor of love  - Let the love of God invested in us 
   have free run to love one another, meet needs, 
   and be unafraid of vulnerability  3:11-13  make 
   ourselves available for the Lord to increase us; 
   call each other; visit one another; pray for  
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   pray for each other; practice purity with each 
   other; meet with others for Bible study and  
   fellowship together here on the church’s   
   campus or in your homes (great opportunity 
   coming next Sunday, Feb 07); take care of each 
   other; put together some healing packages;  
   make friends with your neighbors 
  3.  Patience of hope  - Don’t get ahead of God  
   and His Word with the headlines, it only  
   disappoints; but do take note of where we are 
   in history; think seasonal; don’t let the scoffers 
   get you down; God will keep His word to us; let 
   this blessed hope and glorious appearing be 
   your greatest anticipation and share it with 
   each other; watch and pray for Israel;  
 
NOTE:  there is an overall desire from all kinds of 
disparate groups for utopia but it is matched by an overall 
fear of dystopia!   God has put the dread/fear in the world 
that His judgment, the apocalypse, is coming. The biblical 
view is the one from the Creator about what He is going to 
do in a post-apocalyptic world.  It is the one TRUE hopeful 
one.  We have the most information about it just as Noah 
did in his day.   
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