
Leviticus 25
1 And the Lord spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying, 2 “Speak to the children of Israel, 
and say to them: ‘When you come into the land which I give you, then the land shall 
keep a sabbath to the Lord. 3 Six years you shall sow your field, and six years you shall 
prune your vineyard, and gather its fruit; 4 but in the seventh year there shall be a 
sabbath of solemn rest for the land, a sabbath to the Lord. You shall neither sow your 
field nor prune your vineyard. 5 What grows of its own accord of your harvest you shall 
not reap, nor gather the grapes of your untended vine, for it is a year of rest for the land. 
6 And the sabbath produce of the land shall be food for you: for you, your male and 
female servants, your hired man, and the stranger who dwells with you, 7 for your 
livestock and the beasts that are in your land—all its produce shall be for food.
8 ‘And you shall count seven sabbaths of years for yourself, seven times seven years; 
and the time of the seven sabbaths of years shall be to you forty-nine years. 9 Then you 
shall cause the trumpet of the Jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the seventh month; 
on the Day of Atonement you shall make the trumpet to sound throughout all your land. 
10 And you shall consecrate the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the land 
to all its inhabitants. It shall be a Jubilee for you; and each of you shall return to his 
possession, and each of you shall return to his family. 11 That fiftieth year shall be a 
Jubilee to you; in it you shall neither sow nor reap what grows of its own accord, nor 
gather the grapes of your untended vine. 12 For it is the Jubilee; it shall be holy to you; 
you shall eat its produce from the field.
13 ‘In this Year of Jubilee, each of you shall return to his possession. 14 And if you sell 
anything to your neighbor or buy from your neighbor’s hand, you shall not oppress one 
another. 15 According to the number of years after the Jubilee you shall buy from your 
neighbor, and according to the number of years of crops he shall sell to you. 16 According 
to the multitude of years you shall increase its price, and according to the fewer number 
of years you shall diminish its price; for he sells to you according to the number of the 
years of the crops. 17 Therefore you shall not oppress one another, but you shall fear 
your God; for I am the Lord your God.
18 ‘So you shall observe My statutes and keep My judgments, and perform them; and you 
will dwell in the land in safety. 19 Then the land will yield its fruit, and you will eat your fill, 
and dwell there in safety.
20 ‘And if you say, “What shall we eat in the seventh year, since we shall not sow nor 
gather in our produce?” 21 Then I will command My blessing on you in the sixth year, and 
it will bring forth produce enough for three years. 22 And you shall sow in the eighth year, 
and eat old produce until the ninth year; until its produce comes in, you shall eat of the 
old harvest.
23 ‘The land shall not be sold permanently, for the land is Mine; for you are strangers and 
sojourners with Me. 24 And in all the land of your possession you shall grant redemption 
of the land.
25 ‘If one of your brethren becomes poor, and has sold some of his possession, and if his 
redeeming relative comes to redeem it, then he may redeem what his brother sold. 26 Or 
if the man has no one to redeem it, but he himself becomes able to redeem it, 27 then let 
him count the years since its sale, and restore the remainder to the man to whom he 
sold it, that he may return to his possession. 28 But if he is not able to have it restored to 



himself, then what was sold shall remain in the hand of him who bought it until the Year 
of Jubilee; and in the Jubilee it shall be released, and he shall return to his possession.
29 ‘If a man sells a house in a walled city, then he may redeem it within a whole year after 
it is sold; within a full year he may redeem it. 30 But if it is not redeemed within the space 
of a full year, then the house in the walled city shall belong permanently to him who 
bought it, throughout his generations. It shall not be released in the Jubilee. 31 However 
the houses of villages which have no wall around them shall be counted as the fields of 
the country. They may be redeemed, and they shall be released in the Jubilee. 
32 Nevertheless the cities of the Levites, and the houses in the cities of their possession, 
the Levites may redeem at any time. 33 And if a man purchases a house from the Levites, 
then the house that was sold in the city of his possession shall be released in the 
Jubilee; for the houses in the cities of the Levites are their possession among the 
children of Israel. 34 But the field of the common-land of their cities may not be sold, for it 
is their perpetual possession.
35 ‘If one of your brethren becomes poor, and falls into poverty among you, then you shall 
help him, like a stranger or a sojourner, that he may live with you. 36 Take no usury or 
interest from him; but fear your God, that your brother may live with you. 37 You shall not 
lend him your money for usury, nor lend him your food at a profit. 38 I am the Lord your 
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, to give you the land of Canaan and to be 
your God.
39 ‘And if one of your brethren who dwells by you becomes poor, and sells himself to you, 
you shall not compel him to serve as a slave. 40 As a hired servant and a sojourner he 
shall be with you, and shall serve you until the Year of Jubilee. 41 And then he shall 
depart from you—he and his children with him—and shall return to his own family. He 
shall return to the possession of his fathers. 42 For they are My servants, whom I brought 
out of the land of Egypt; they shall not be sold as slaves. 43 You shall not rule over him 
with rigor, but you shall fear your God. 
44 And as for your male and female slaves whom you may have—from the nations that 
are around you, from them you may buy male and female slaves. 45 Moreover you may 
buy the children of the strangers who dwell among you, and their families who are with 
you, which they beget in your land; and they shall become your property. 46 And you may 
take them as an inheritance for your children after you, to inherit them as a possession; 
they shall be your permanent slaves. But regarding your brethren, the children of Israel, 
you shall not rule over one another with rigor.
47 ‘Now if a sojourner or stranger close to you becomes rich, and one of your brethren 
who dwells by him becomes poor, and sells himself to the stranger or sojourner close to 
you, or to a member of the stranger’s family, 48 after he is sold he may be redeemed 
again. One of his brothers may redeem him; 49 or his uncle or his uncle’s son may 
redeem him; or anyone who is near of kin to him in his family may redeem him; or if he 
is able he may redeem himself. 50 Thus he shall reckon with him who bought him: The 
price of his release shall be according to the number of years, from the year that he was 
sold to him until the Year of Jubilee; it shall be according to the time of a hired servant 
for him. 51 If there are still many years remaining, according to them he shall repay the 
price of his redemption from the money with which he was bought. 52 And if there remain 
but a few years until the Year of Jubilee, then he shall reckon with him, and according to 
his years he shall repay him the price of his redemption. 53 He shall be with him as a 



yearly hired servant, and he shall not rule with rigor over him in your sight. 54 And if he is 
not redeemed in these years, then he shall be released in the Year of Jubilee—he and 
his children with him. 55 For the children of Israel are servants to Me; they are My 
servants whom I brought out of the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God. 

The Liberty of the Lord’s Sojourners and Slaves
Main idea: When the Lord takes a people to Himself, their sojourning with Him 
ultimately secures to them their inheritance, and their subjection to Him 
ultimately frees them from all other slavery.
Introduction: holy people and holy land in fellowship and favor with God (ch 
24) now combined with the sabbath-life-rhythm of ch23.

1. Holy Liberty, v1–22 
1. “to YHWH,” v2. Just as weekly Sabbath drove home our purpose, 

so now Israel has the sabbaths of years marking seasons of life 
and even generations–for society and even for the land (cf. 26:34–
35, 43). 

2. Once-in-generation climax of the trumpet year. In the Sabbath 
month. Tied to Day of Atonement. Looking for an ultimate 
atonement and year of the Lord’s favor (cf. Isa 61, Luk 4:16–21) 

3. Extra produce of the sixth year would signal this. Disobedience, 
then, would signal failure to trust the Lord or delight in Him. 

2. Holy Property, v23–34 
1. The land is the Lord’s, which He signals by personally allotting it 

later. 
2. These allotments are kept not so much out of respect for the man/

clan but out of respect for YHWH, Whose land it is (cf. 1Ki 21:3, 
Naboth) 

3. This explains houses that were not specifically allotted. Though 
this applies to all of our houses now, there are still ongoing general 
equity principles: 

1. All of your property is rented from the Lord. Enjoy, employ, 
and improve it for His glory. 

2. Your ultimate/allotted inheritance cannot be lost (cf. Ps 16:5–
6). 

3. Holy Poverty, v35–55 
1. All God’s people are His slaves already, v42a 
2. Poverty is an opportunity for the brother’s charity. No taking 

advantage (v35–38)! 
3. Poverty is a reminder of the Lord’s liberty, which will ultimately lift 

every one of His slaves out of that poverty and bondage. 
4. Different levels of bondage, but the lowest level (selling self to a 

foreigner) is actually an opportunity for display of the kinsman 
redeemer. 



Conclusion: Christ, our Kinsman Redeemer! Apart from Him, you are sold as 
slaves under sin (cf. Rom 7:14). Hope now, and forever, in Him Who frees You, 
and Who Himself is your inheritance. If the Son has set you free, you are free 
indeed (cf. Jn 8:36)! 

(The following is a machine-generated transcription. Please be aware 
of—and patient with—transcribing errors. If there is something 
confusing or obviously erroneous, you are invited to listen to the audio 
recording via hopewellarp.org) 
Leviticus 25. These are the words of God. And Yahweh spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying 
speak to the children of Israel and say to them. When you come into the land which I give you, 
then the land shall keep a Sabbath. The Yahweh Six years. You shall sew your field in six years.


You shall prune your Vineyard and gather its fruit. But in the seventh year, there shall be a 
Sabbath of solemn rest for the land. A Sabbath to Yahweh. You shall neither sow your field nor 
prune your Vineyard. What grows of its own accord of your Harvest? You shall not reap.


Nor gather The Grapes of your untended Vine for it is a year of rest for the land. And the 
Sabbath produce of the land. Shall be food for you, for you, your male and female servants, 
your hired, man, and the stranger who dwells with you, For your livestock and the beasts that 
are in your land, all its produce shall be for food.


And you shall count seven sabbaths of years for yourself. Seven times, seven years, Then the 
time and the time of the seven sabbaths of years shall be to you, 49 years, Then you shall 
cause the trumpet of the Jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the seventh month.


On the day of atonement, you shall make the trumpet a sound throughout all your land. And 
you shall consecrate the 50th year and Proclaim Liberty. Throughout all the land to all its 
inhabitants, it shall be a jubilee for you. And each of you shall return to his possession, and 
each of you shall return to his family that 50th year, shall be a jubilee to you.


In it, you shall neither sow nor reap. What grows of its own accord nor gather The Grapes of 
your untended Vine, for it is the Jubilee, it shall be holy to you. You shall eat its produce from 
the field. In this year of Jubilee, each of you shall return to his possession.


And if you sell anything to your neighbor or buy from your neighbor's hand, you shall not 
oppress one another. According to the number of years after the Jubilee You shall buy from 
your neighbor and according to the number of years of crops he shall sell to you. According to 
the multitude of years, you shall increase its price.


And according to the fewer number of years, you shall diminish, its price for he sells to you. 
According to the number of the years of the crops, Therefore, you shall not oppress one 
another, but you shall fear your God. For I am Yahweh, your God. So you shall observe my 
statutes and keep my judgments and perform them, and you will dwell in the land and safety.


Then the land will yield, its fruit, and you will eat your fill and dwell there. In safety. And if you 
say what shall we eat? In the seventh year, since we shall not sow, nor gather in our produce? 
Then I will command my blessing on you in the sixth year and it will bring forth produce enough 
for three years.




And you shall sow in the eighth year, And eat old produce until the ninth year. Until its produce 
comes in, you shall eat. Of the old Harvest. The land shall not be sold permanently for the land 
is mine for. You are strangers and sojourners with me. And in all the land of your possession, 
he shall Grant Redemption of the land.


If one of your Brethren becomes poor and has sold some of his possession and if his 
redeeming relative comes to redeem it, then he may redeem what his brother sold. Or if the 
man has none to redeem it but he himself becomes able to redeem it then let him count the 
years since its sale and restore the remainder to the man to whom he sold it that he may return 
to his possession.


But if he is not able to have it restored to himself, then what was sold shall remain in the hand 
of him who bought it until the year of Jubilee? And in the Jubilee, it shall be released and he 
shall return it through, he shall return to his possession.


If a man sells a house in a walled City, then he may redeem it within a whole year after it is sold 
within a full year. He may redeem it but If it is not redeemed within the space of a full year, then 
the house and the walled City shall belong permanently to him, who bought it throughout his 
Generations, and shall not be released in the Jubilee.


However, the houses of Villages which have no wall around, them shall be counted as the fields 
of the country. They may be redeemed and they shall be released in the Jubilee. Nevertheless. 
The cities of the Levites and the houses and the cities of their possession. The Levites May 
redeem at any time.


And if a man purchases a house from the Levites, then the house that was sold in the city of 
his possession shall be released in the Jubilee. For the houses and the cities of the Levites are 
their possession among the children of Israel. But the field of the common land of their cities, 
may not be sold.


For it is their Perpetual. Possession. In front of your brothers, becomes poor. And falls into 
poverty among you then you shall help him like a stranger or a Sojourner that he may live with 
you. Take no usury or interest from him, but fear your God, that your brother may live with you.


You shall not lend him your money for usury, nor lend him your food at profit. I am Yahweh, 
your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt to give you the land of Canaan and to be 
your God And if one of your brothers Brethren who dwells by you becomes poor and sells 
himself to you, you shall not compel him to serve as a slave, as a hired servant and a 
Sojourner.


Be with you and shall serve you until the year of Jubilee. And then he sought apart from you. 
He and his children with him, he shall return to his own family. He shall return to the possession 
of his fathers. For they are my servants. Whom I brought out of the land of Egypt.


They shall not be sold as slaves. You shall not rule over him with a rigor but you shall fear your 
God and as for your male and female slaves, whom you may have from the Nations that are 
around you from them, you may buy male and female slaves. Moreover you may buy the 
children of the strangers who dwell among you and their families who are with you which they 
beget in your land and they shall become your property.


And you may take them as an inheritance for your children after you to inherit them as a 
possession. They shall be your permanent slaves. But regarding your brethren. The children of 
Israel. You shall not rule over one another. With a rigor. Now. If a surgeoner or stranger close to, 



you becomes Rich, And one of your Brethren who dwells by him becomes poor, And sells 
himself to the stranger or Sojourner close to you.


Or to a member of The Strangers family. After he is sold, he may be redeemed again. One of 
his brothers May redeem him or his uncle, or his uncle's son, May redeem him or anyone who 
is near of kin to him in his family. May redeem him. Or if he is able, he may redeem himself.


Thus, he shall reckon with him who bought him the price of his reliefs shall be. According to the 
number of years from the year that he was sold to him until the year of the Jubilee. It shall be 
according to the time of a hired servant for him. If there are still many years remaining 
according to them, he shall repay the price of his Redemption from the money with which he 
was bought.


And if they remain, but a few years until the year of Jubilee, Then he shall reckon with him, and 
according to his years, he shall repay him. The price of his Redemption. He shall be with him 
as a yearly hired servant and he shall not rule with rigor over him in your sight.


And if he has not redeemed in these years, then he shall be released in the year of Jubilee. He 
and his children with him. For the children of Israel, our servants to me. They are my servants. 
Whom I brought out of the land of Egypt. You're God. Amen, the sins this reading.


Of Gods inspired. And an errant, tort Well, they feel compelled to Put this passage in its 
context. The book of Leviticus as a whole. Since we have several. More with us, who have? 
Who have not ordinarily been with us and praise God for that. It's no trouble at all.


And it's good for all of us. At the end of the book of Exodus, there was a tabernacle, but the 
glory of the Lord had filled it and, and Exodus closes with the big problem. That Moses was not 
able to enter the Tabernacle. Uh, it's works as a tint of God's dwelling and Tabernacle, but if 
Moses can't enter and the priest can't enter then, it doesn't really function very well in that 
case, as a tent of meeting which is what God had called it.


And so the Book of Leviticus actually in the Hebrew, its name is and he cried out. Uh, actually, I 
think it's just he cried out. I don't think they put the conjunction on there, but that's from the 
first line of the Book of Leviticus Yahweh cried out, or called out to Moses from the midst of the 
Tabernacle.


And the first several chapters then of the Book of Leviticus are the Lord instructing sacrifices 
by which as people may draw near bless God, the Ascension showing God's people that he 
intends for them. Not only to draw near to the tent on Earth, but that it is his long-term plan for 
his people to be in his very presence, as it were to ascend to him.


The tribute, which is the literal word for the grain offering. Indicating to his people that he gives 
them the right thing to bring so that they know that they're welcome because they've not just 
been welcomed to ascend but he has put into their hand, the thing to bring by which is a token 
that he is theirs and they are his And, and then the peace.


And that third offering was the one from which even the ordinary worshiper, could eat the 
roasted leg. There were the fat parts that were reserved only for the Lord. There are parts that 
are reserved for the priest, who offers that, but the Lord and the worshiper than eat as it were, 
of course, God does not eat but the fat ascends on top of the Ascension offering.


And the worshiper eats God sharing a plate as it were with his people. And then in order to 
come to such offerings as that, it was necessary to have sin offerings and trespass offerings, 
because even though God has given us to approach him, we're still sinners in this life and how 



can we approach him with a guilty conscience and so, even for unintentional sins, even for sins 
that we committed not knowing that they were sins.


But discovered later that they were sins, there are all these marvelous Provisions in the sin 
offering and the trespass offering even, as we prayed this morning to have our hearts sprinkled 
clean, Evil conscience by the blood of Jesus. There was application of blood in the sin and to 
trespass offerings.


And we heard recently as well, the need to bring restitution if our sin that we are guilty before. 
God is something we've done against a man, then we not only bring the sin and trespass 
offering, but we make sure we have reconciled properly by the appointed restitution. And then 
there was the offerings in In chapter 8 for the consecration of the priests.


And finally, in chapter 9, the priests start and fill and fulfill their service. And the end of chapter, 
nine brings a resolution to the problem with which chapter 1 began. Because Aaron blesses, 
the people from the altar and then Aaron and Moses go in the Tabernacle and don't die and 
they come out and having been inside the Tabernacle in the presence of the Living God and 
the Holy place, which is this hybrid of Eden and Heaven.


Design Moses and Aaron come out and Aaron pronounces the first great ironic benediction 
upon the people of God, communicating to them that which we would later have recorded in 
number six. Aaron, excuse me. Lifting his hands and blessing the people. Yahweh bless you 
and keep you and make his face to shine upon you.


And be gracious to you. Lift up his face upon you and give you peace. Now, that we have just 
had in the beginning of chapter 24, from last week, which focused especially upon the lamp 
stand, which shines from the direction of the veil from the direction of the Ark of the Covenant 
where God is known as making his presence to be enthroned upon, uh, upon the cherubim to 
the table upon, which you've got the seven lamps on the lamp stand and the 12 loaves of 
bread representing the people of Israel.


So you have the shining of God's favor and the sharing of God's Fellowship and that is at the 
heart of Israel's life with their God in chapter 24, verses one through nine, sadly, however, upon 
the conclusion of the pronouncement of that blessing in the end of chapter, nine at the 
beginning of chapter 10, 40 percent of the current ironic priesthood.


There was just Aaron and four of his sons. So five


40 percent of the current priesthood, they add to the worship of God, they offer something that 
God has not prescribed, and God treats that as not regarding him as holy when we draw near 
to him. So Dreadful thing to consider many of us, perhaps most of us, some of you children, 
perhaps not, and you can be grateful for that, but many of us grew up in churches where we 
thought, as long as it wasn't sinful, we could do it in worship.


And we brought God many things that he, he had not commanded. Well, we didn't realize how 
greatly offensive this is to God, not only because it doesn't treat him as holy Him the way we 
design, we don't need his particular design and that doesn't treat him as holy but because as 
we've learned throughout all of the Book of Leviticus, all of these things pointed forward to 
Christ.


And to come with a way that we have decided, instead of God has, instructed, is actually to 
come apart from the Lord Jesus, and especially so now much more. So now that Jesus himself 
leads the worship of his congregations on Earth from his seat in the glory of Heaven.




The the fire of the Lord which had consumed the sacrifice. Now consumes nadab and abihu, 
and there's a big crisis because you have not only the sin that they have committed in the 
Tabernacle, but dead bodies in the Tabernacle and in the in the context of Leviticus 10 then 
you have Moses giving immediate instruction, you know, don't take your hat off, don't tear your 
clothes, don't grieve, you've just been consecrated, you have to stay here in the Tabernacle.


We'll have your uncles who are the nearest of kin come and carry out the dead bodies by the 
tunic, which remind, which teaches reminds us again, how this was a judgmental fire that 
burned just the people but not the clothes, it's Shadrach Meshach, and Abednego in Reverse, 
right? Uh,


Guys who throw them in, they get wiped out while Nate have anybody who are ashes in the 
middle of their clothes, their uncles carry them out. But God says, now or God through Moses 
says, now the reason he's doing this is to preserve the lives of the priesthood so that they can 
teach Israel to distinguish between holy and Unholy.


Holy and common. That's what Unholy means and clean and unclean. So in chapters 11, 
through 15, you have distinguishing between the clean and unclean and chapter 17 through 22, 
you have distinguishing between the Holy and the common and right in the middle. Bridging 
those two things together, that, that chapter 10 and verse 11 taught us to expect controlling 
the next 12 chapters of, of the Book of Leviticus, you have the day of atonement.


Chapter 16. Well after he's finished with the Holy and the common in chapter 22, he then gives 
them their annual calendar which is based on the weekly Sabbath. But then there are these 
three high feasts by during which they all have to gather and there's really seven feasts. Seven 
components as a whole in in chapter 23 but some of those components belong to one or 
another of Of the three great feasts, giving Israel, then under the administration that is under 
Moses, this annual Rhythm to the life of the people of God, if you've got three High feasts, a 
year you you could tell just like some of us were children and we grew up with man-made High 
feasts, that punctuated every year.


And so, our our spiritual life or the rhythm of our life, every year like within a year would do 
something like this. You'd have those high points now, the, the believer's spiritual life and 
under the gospel, it's just straight across the top, always last six days or less from a Lord's day, 
no higher Feast, can improve upon it.


Jesus is in glory, we're not looking forward anymore. We're looking upward, uh, and, and 
participating marvelous. So you have the annual calendar, uh, which is still Sabbath based 
even within those High feasts. You, you would have him refer to as an an eighth day. That was 
a Sabbath. You know, there were there were High sabbaths Well, not sort of, which some of 
you probably remember with reference to when Jesus died.


The the the Sabbath that was following his death was a high Sabbath Not an ordinary weekly 
Sabbath. So he establishes that Rhythm and then he gave us chapter 24 where we've already 
considered. Uh, in verses one through nine, the lamp stand and the table. So the the shining of 
God's favor in the lamp stand and the sharing of God's fellowship in the table and the seven 
and the twelve, the bringing of God and his people together.


At the heart of the life of Israel. That's what they were to get in all of those feasts. That is still 
what you are to get in the Lord. Jesus Christ, weekly in the Lord's day, The Shining of God's 
face upon you the share in Jesus Christ. The sharing of God's fellowship with you.


In Jesus Christ, Jesus your Tabernacle, Jesus, your priest, Jesus, your sacrifice in, Jesus 
Christ, all of it. And then last week's portion, Uh, in verse verse 10 through. Uh, 23. Of of 



chapter 24 and the blaspheming half Israelite, which as we heard, again this morning in God's 
good, Providence to us, no, such thing as a half Israelite.


He was still considered, holy, he still had to Bear. The name of his Redeemer as holy and he 
had to be executed for blaspheming God's name and one of the themes. That came out. Then 
of the second half of chapter 24, was the Holiness of God's people. They had God's name 
upon him.


Upon them and they had God's name upon their lips. And they were to Bear his his name as 
holy in the, in the life of the society. And each one was to Bear God's name as holy in, how he 
spoke. And when a man blasphemed it would defile not only his mouth, but the society that 
heard him and they would be guilty if they tolerated, uh, the blasphemy.


But not only the people and the society. But also we saw in the second half of chapter 24, a 
concern for the Holiness of the land. This was God's land. That was not all. That was also not 
to be polluted by blasphemy. Well, that brings us to chapter 25 now, and you have the 
connection both with chapter 24.


Because two big sections of this chapter are really the Holiness of the land. It belongs to God. 
Uh all have their particular part of their land of the land, allotted to them by the Lord who 
retains the right to it and since he retains the permanent right to it even if they sell their 
temporary right it has to revert back to then in the year of of Jubilee which incidentally is one of 
the reasons why property tax is so theologically offensive.


You know, when we owned, uh, first one and then in God's Providence to us, A second house 
in Iowa. I had to pay property tax and I would tell my children, when I was writing the checks, 
I'm writing our annual rent, check to the government, because no one owns land.


As long as there's property tax, right? If you don't pay your annual rent, to the government, 
they come and get you. Uh, but praise God, he is the great landlord capital L to whom all 
things, uh, ultimately belong. And then within Israel in particular, he allotted to each family, its 
land and that could not be denied to them.


So we're going to see that in holy property who just preached the most of the second point but 
then also holy poverty. Uh, that all of the children of Israel were his slaves and his sojourners. 
That, yes, they were coming into the land and it was his land. But did you notice in there?


How he bookends that section saying, you know, they are, you are sojourning with me, you are 
strangers with me in the land section but then in the in the holy poverty section, he says uh, 
early on They are my slaves in verse 42 and then he concludes it in verse 45.


They are the children of Israel are slaves to me. They are my slaves, whom I brought out of the 
land of Egypt, I am Yahweh, your God, there's an unhelpful variance of translation throughout 
the throughout the chapter, the word servant and the word slave are translating the same 
Hebrew word.


And if we would have just left that in our English translation, we could see that everyone is a 
slave one way or another, but a slave of God is a liberated slave. We are not liberated from 
slavery to him. We are liberated from all our other slaveries into slavery to him and bless God.


Not only that Adopted, even as he referred to Israel corporately as his firstborn son, when he 
was talking to Pharaoh. But now we know that we are redeemed in the only begotten, and 
brought into this slavery, where we could Rejoice to call ourselves slaves of Christ. But we also 
know that we are sons.




Of God, in Jesus Christ. So, having laid out all of that. The chapter breaks down fairly simply 
fairly easily into three sections first. Holy Liberty, Uh in verses 1 through 22 second. Holy 
property in verses 23-34 and third, holy poverty. In verses 35 through 55, and we won't be.


Able, as I'm sure you have already deduced to take every single verse and make all of the 
necessary connections and applications. But first, holy Liberty. Uh, notice that. The land 
Sabbath is a Sabbath. The always speak to the children of Israel. Oh sorry. We need. First of 
all, to deal with verse one.


Because this is referring either. Uh when it says you always spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai 
saying the Hebrew verb. There can be translated as had spoken. So referring back to the book 
of the Covenant to remember, That portion that Moses was given his first trip up up Sinai and 
he was to write it down and then there was that Covenant covenanting ceremony on the 
mountain either.


This is saying that all of this was given at that time or it is saying That this portion that this 
immediate portion at the beginning was given at that time and the rest is now an exposition or 
further Exposition or application or it may even be saying that God called Moses back up the 
mountain at this point.


To give him further instruction. And how? How greatly then? That would underline the content 
of this chapter. If having opened the Tabernacle and made the way God actually brings Moses 
back up to up the mountain for this. Either way verse 1 is strongly calling our attention to the 
teaching in chapter 25.


Now notice that this is a Sabbath, the land Sabbath, there's a Sabbath, the always when you 
come in to the land, which I gave you. And so we have to presume and believe that the Lord is 
going to keep his promise and bring them into the land or they would have had to presume 
that.


Then the land shall keep a Sabbath to Yahweh. Uh in the seventh year there shall be a Sabbath 
of solemn rest for the land a Sabbath to Yahweh. Now the land doesn't Delight in the Lord. The 
land does not have Fellowship with the Lord. That's a way of describing for the people.


A rhythm that the Lord was going to give them in their lives by way of the land. It was an 
agrarian society. They were closely tied to the land and so if if for a whole year, God would give 
you off of. Of planting and reaping and harvesting and you're an agrarian Society, you've got a 
lot of time that year And bless God at the end of this passage.


If you say, how are we going to do that? God says I'm gonna actually make your land produce 
triple the sixth year. Now I used to have a Congregation of farmers, I don't really have one now. 
But I can, I can imagine Just, Um, hopefully not too much but at least in their flesh.


If you're getting triple yields one year, you know the dollar signs are just um, going off in your 
eyes. Although everybody else is getting triple yields that year two. So yeah, the uh, the market 
economy there. But for Israel, as the triple yield is coming in in the sixth year, what they are to 
see is that they don't exist for the land, they don't exist for their labor.


Yes, all of the, the that's good and God gives it to. They glorify him in in doing that work, but 
they exist for their God. Who wants their life, broken up into these sevens of years. So that 
even even the course of their life, we did this remember with the, with the calendar year for the 
Israelite, for the Israelites, entire life, then he would give them what we call a sabbatical.




And it's not a sabbatical so that you can um, That you can get your. Your project on your house 
done or write a bunch of extra books. If you're a pastor apparently, that's what pastors do and 
their sabbaticals You know, if you're going to put in all that kind of Labor, just Pastor the 
people, forget the books Um, the the people are the thing but But everyone's life was 
supposed to have this rhythm in which there was a year in which you could really.


Uh, focus on worship of God. Yes, God might give you rest. He might allow you to recuperate 
from illness or injury. He might enable you to, to do more work on other things, those things 
weren't wrong. Those things aren't proscribed or um, prohibited. Here in the in the Sabbath 
year like they are in in the fourth Commandment but still it was especially for the worship of 
God and fellowship with God.


Some of you. May do similarly in in your life, whether it's every seven years or once a year, you 
might have a family. Retreat week or something like that. One of the things our family has done. 
Every five years, maybe it should have been every seven. Not theeonomica enough to try and 
pull every letter like that.


But every five years in our family, we stop reading other books together which I guess you 
would have to have started reading books together. But we read the, the whole Bible on the 
machine plan together out loud as a family. Once every five years, but God wanted their their 
lives, to have this or them.


And now, not only that every seven year, every seven years, they would do this. But every 
seven sevens of years, And all our, our math students are those who just paid attention well to 
the reading. No, that's 49 years. Every 49th year in the seventh month, Sabbath month, Uh, 
remember that was the the holy month where the first day of the month, every year would be 
the day that you blow the trumpet.


And that would remind you that the day of atonement is coming on the 10th. And that the 
Feast of Tabernacles is coming on the 15th. Yeah. Maybe you know, I've never been an ancient 
Jewish kid uh but maybe the kids's favorite Feast because you get to do the thing in the in the 
tents and the boots.


Once every 49 years. On the tenth day of the Sabbath month. The day of atonement, they 
would blow trumpets. And what that meant was that in five months, the trumpet year was 
coming Uh, Some of the some of the time when you see trumpet here, it's so far it's Ram's 
Horn.


And sometimes, when you see the word trumpet, it is. And you can hear it, and that's just 
another word for trumpet. It's like saying, trumpet or bugle. Right. And Jubilee is just an 
Anglicia, putting it directly into English of The the other Hebrew word for trumpet, maybe 
trumpet year.


Now, I don't know if they just went around saying it's trumpet year. You can imagine, you know, 
a believing Israelite dad or mom would have a trumpet for each of the kids, and, you know, let 
them blow those things all year long as they had a second year in a row Of land Sabbath.


In which if you're counting and remembering you would have to have now four years worth of 
produce in that sixth year for that to work but bless God, it would work. It's like keeping the 
Lord's day. So many people say well I can't keep the Lord's day. My business would never 
survive.


Oh really God is not able to make your business survive, the obedience to his law. Yeah how 
unbelieving and arrogant. And yet, we know that that's a difficult thing. It's a hard thing for our 



hearts. And this was so difficult that we actually don't have any evidence that Israel ever did 
this.


Uh, in fact next next Lord, say Lord willing in chapter 26. We'll see in verses 34 and 35, and 
then again in verse 43 that he's going to tell them, they're going to get exiled for failing to keep 
the land sabbaths. And that they will be kept out of his land long enough for the land to get all 
of its sabbaths back.


Uh, and yet here is God's invitation to being liberated liberated from our sin, there's Liberation 
from the curse here, isn't there? The hardness of the work and then the land refusing to 
produce its yield. And now he says, it's gonna super produce So that you can have fellowship 
with me.


So that once in a generation climax and and the extra produce the second place, the holy 
property. Uh, verses 23-34. Um, Notice that the allotments must be kept, not so much out of 
respect for the man. Or the clan to whom that that part of land has Been assigned, but out of 
respect for Yahweh.


This is why naboth in First Kings 21. You remember, Ahab wanted naboth to to sell him 
permanently. His, uh, his Vineyard for, uh, for a garden and they have actually says, Yahweh. 
Forbids me to do it. I'm not poor, I don't need the money. This is assigned to me by the Lord, 
and all the land is the Lord's.


And if the Lord has assigned this land to my family, I actually don't have the prerogative to sell 
it to you King. For which he was thanked by Mrs. Ahab. Or maybe he should have been called 
Mr. Jezebel the way things went. Arranging for his decease. Uh, and then Ahab got his garden 
anyway.


And is Dreadful, although Meditate. Some time on First Kings 21. At the end of that chapter 
Ahab repents and God actually responds to his repentance. Bless God. But holy property. Uh 
this explains in in the last part of that section and we won't go verse by verse through the 
section Those houses in walled cities that weren't particularly allotments from God.


You had a year to redeem them and if you didn't redeem them, that was done. It was 
transferred. But those houses that were tied to land not to walled City that was allotted by God 
and could not be ultimately lost. It would have to revert in the year of Jubilee and it reminds us, 
doesn't it that ultimately all property.


Even ours, even yours is rented from the Lord. You will not take property from this world with 
you and he will appoint to you an inheritance in the new heavens and the new Earth. But he 
himself is our great inheritance and that inheritance can't be lost. We sing that in Psalm 16, he 
is our inheritance, the portion of our cup the lines have fallen to us in Pleasant places you can 
imagine when the allotments were being put out and you knew the part with the woods and the 
stream and the hill and you know look please Lord make the lines full just give that part to me.


Well bless God the Bible as a whole teaches us that the lines that have been assigned to us in 
close. They indicate to us that God himself is our inheritance and so. Holy Liberty, holy 
property and holy poverty. If one of your Brethren, he dwells. Uh, Bayou. If one of your Brethren 
becomes poor and falls into poverty among you, then you shall help him.


It was an opportunity. To be a helper to your brother. It might have come By, you know, the his 
crops catching Fire might have come Burglary robbery. You might have come by his own 
laziness and Folly, but it was an opportunity for you to love your brother, and you weren't 
permitted to lend to someone who needed it to live.




At interest, which is, by the way, how Jews got to be so rich in, in Europe, the Roman Catholic 
church For centuries, did not recognize the difference between a, a loan that was given for a 
man to be able to sustain himself and his family and alone that was capital for investing or 
building something or a big purchaser, something like that.


So what they did is they forbade Christians to lend it interests interests, but Jews were 
permitted to lend to foreigners at interest. So Jews came in and they became the money 
lenders and Of history behind that. It's, it's not just Personal Prejudice, although God forgive us 
and help us with, with that portion of it, that comes from the sin of our heart.


Now, these are loans of subsistence because it's the privilege of the brother, who's lending to 
his brother, to be a means, by which he's unable to live among them, and he is to treat him. Uh, 
treat him with dignity, significant implications there for the diaconate, which we covered. Uh, 
when we were going through the diaconate class, it's a power.


It's an poverty is an opportunity for the brothers charity. But it's also a reminder of the Lord's 
Liberty because there was Or there was a series of things. If you if even taking the loan, you 
weren't able to sustain yourself at a pace where you could repay the loan, then you might sell 
yourself to your brother.


And your brother especially knows that he's commanded, not to Lord it over you as a slave. 
Uh, your he hires you, you work for him. He tells you what to do, you've lost some Freedom 
that way but he treats you with Dignity dignity, he doesn't domineer over you and he views 
himself as renting your time.


Because the Jubilee is coming and you are going to be released in that year of Jubilee, but if if 
borrowing and you didn't work and if you don't have a brother, who's able to buy you, and 
there's a rich Foreigner. Who's also a neighbor. You, you could then You could then sell 
yourself to your neighbor.


But one of the things that the neighbor had to know was that as soon as the Redemption price 
was produced, he had to let you go. Uh, God in what we read. Legislates that Redemption 
always be permitted. So that as soon as your brother could buy you out, as soon as your 
friend, as soon as your uncle, maybe you yourself.


Somehow were able to buy yourself back out, he had to let you, he had to let you go and if no 
one was able to raise the money, then at the year of Jubilee, you had to be. Let go, you could 
not permanently be someone else's slave because you were god slave.


God's servant and he had set limits to how much and how long you could end up. Indentured 
or enslaved to another and then he especially gives the the room for and Uh, we don't have 
time here but if you got all the way down, that slide of, of poverty in which God is using 
poverty, even as a context to say, the people are mine, they belong to me, you are Gods, you 
belong to him, every one of you.


If you got all the way down to where you were enslaved to a foreigner, Is required to. But 
honestly speaking could be less expected to obey the rules concerning your dignity, then one 
may come along, who is your Kinsmen, who is able to pay the price to redeem? You And that's 
where we, we get the translation of this word that appears in this chapter And you hear?


See it appear again. Many of you. Uh, probably called it already. Didn't you in the Book of 
Ruth? And this is where we get the language. The idea of the Kinsmen Redeemer, the one who 



is able and comes and buys us out of the lowest slavery. We could ever have gotten into, and 
so this wonderful forward-looking To the Lord Jesus.


And so bless God, he would give once a lifetime twice, if in God's Providence, you had it, you 
know, between when you were like five and 20 or so, You probably end up with two trumpet 
years. In which what was proclaimed? Especially is Liberty. In fact, that's the That's where the 
inscription on the original Liberty belt came from was from this chapter and proclaiming the 
year of the Lord's favor, which God again picks up in Isaiah 61 The day of atonement would 
come annually.


Until Christ came the year of Jubilee. Would come, every 50 years until Christ came, but just 
like the sacrifice had to be offered over and over again, because it could not accomplish what 
Christ accomplished. So, also Liberty would be trumpeted over and over again, until Jesus 
came. And when Isaiah talks about proclaiming the year of God's favor, it's not talking about 
the every 50-year Jubilee Forward to the coming of Christ.


So that when he reads that passage in the synagogue, in Luke chapter 4, he says that year is 
this year It's trumpeting here, I'm here and two years later he would die on the cross and rise 
again from the dead and that is the Liberty. Where we belong to God.


We have an inheritance that can't be lost and we cannot be enslaved to anybody else in a way 
that breaks our being possessed by him, so we possess God and he possesses us. That's the 
great teaching of this chapter in Jesus Christ, which he comes. And, and he, he comes to you.


And he comes to me. John 8 36. He says, if the son has set you free, you are free, indeed. And 
all that, those who heard him would have, said, praise God. You are the king, you are the 
anointed, you are the son set us free. We have been looking forward to this by the very rhythm 
of Our Lives and the rhythm of our society.


But instead, they said, we have never been slaves to anybody. That slavery to self and slavery 
to sin. Are the worst kind of slavery. But if the son has set you free, you are free indeed. And he 
proclaims to you that you have God as your inheritance and God takes you.


And owns, you not just as his slave But as his child, Amen, let's pray. Our gracious. God and 
our heavenly father, how we thank you for this wonderful book of Leviticus. We do pray. Lord 
for Uh, it's recovery in your churches. Uh, where it is? Little red and preached and even less 
understood.


But Lord just now we pray for your spirits applying it to our hearts. That we might live this life. 
Of having The Shining of your favor upon us and the sharing of your fellowship with us in the 
Lord Jesus in whom and with whom you have seated us even in glory Uh, Lord truly I has not 
seen or ear heard nor the heart of man could ever devise.


Which you prepared for us in the Lord Of Glory, your son in whom you have redeemed us. 
Grant that by your spirit's powerful working, you would give us faith that our eyes would see. 
And our ears would hear and our hearts would understand and we might rest and rejoice in you 
grant that we ask in Jesus name Amen.


