
1Corinthians 13 – Part 8          Hymns 3, Come Praise and Glorify  
 
This thirteenth chapter—as I have mentioned several times—if found in the middle of a context—which 
consists of chapters 12-14—the church at Corinth had its problems—divisions, strife, envy, pride, and 
selfishness—characterized some (if not many) of its members—it seems these sins found their fullest 
expression in relation to spiritual gifts and public worship... 
 
Thus—within these three chapters—Paul addresses spiritual gifts—underscoring three things about them—[1] 
their source is God's sovereign Spirit, 12:11—"one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to 
each one individually as He wills"—thus—they shouldn't be proud of what they had—nor envious of what 
others possessed... 
 
Notice [2] their purpose is to edify others, 12:7—"but the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for 
the profit of all"—thus—they shouldn't be focused on themselves—or self-seeking concerning these gifs—but 
should employ them for the good of others and the glory of God... 
 
Notice [3] love is necessary to their proper performance—thus he begins ch.13—"though I speak with the 
tongues of men and of angles...and though I have the gift of prophecy...and have all faith—but have not love—
I am nothing"—he then describes how love acts—to underscore what he's already said—that love enables us to 
patently, contently, and humbly, focus on the good of others... 
 
Thus—having seen love suffers long, shows kindness, does not envy, and is not proud—we come in the next 
place to see—"love does not seek its own"—that is—it is not selfish or self-seeking... 
 
I.   A clarification  
II.  How love doesn't seek its own  
III. Why love doesn't seek its own  
 
I.   A clarification  
  
1. Here—I want to take a few minutes a make a quick and necessary clarification—about the nature of self-

interest... 
2. Let me state simply on the front end—all self-interest is not of itself wrong—in fact—in a sense it's 

commanded... 
3. Notice [1] the sixth commandment—"you shall not commit murder"—this includes ourselves—self 

murder... 
4. But—it not only refers to the murder of the body—but also the murder of the soul—to murder your soul is 

sin... 
5. Thus—implied in the sixth commandment—is the preservation of our soul—or ensuring its eternal 

safety... 
6. Notice [2] the standard of loving others, Matt.22:39—"and the second is like it: you shall love your 

neighbor as yourself..." 
7. That is—you are to love others in a similar fashion like you love yourself—self love is inferred or 

implied...  
8. We all love ourselves naturally or natively—all non-Christians—love themselves—in a selfish and sinful 

manner... 
9. They love themselves as their chief good and at the expense of others—this is what our text condemns and 

forbids... 
10. Yet—notice—our Savior does not say that loving yourself is intrinsically sinful or wrong—it's simply 

implied... 
11. There is a proper self-love—the desire to preserve our lives—to feed and care for our bodies and our 

souls... 
12. Eph.5:28—"so husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies...for no one ever hated his own 

flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it..." 
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13. We all care for ourselves—we are concerned about ourselves—and this is not—in and of itself—wrong or 

sinful... 
14. For example—we feed our bodies when hungry—we nurture our bodies when sick—and we rest them 

when tired... 
15. Why—because we love ourselves—no one ever hated his own flesh—this is how we are to love our 

wives... 
16. Husbands are to love their wives—as they love themselves—Christians are to loves others—as we love 

ourselves... 
17. Now—I admit—that you can search the entire Bible—and never find one express command—to love your 

self... 
18. Do not misunderstand me—yet, what I'm saying is—throughout the Bible—there is an implied proper self 

preservation... 
19. There is a self-interest that is not condemned—but expected—there is a self-love proper to mankind as a 

whole... 
20. Notice [3] the commands to repent and believe—that is—both of these appeal to a proper sense of self 

interest... 
21. Repent—or you will perish—believe—and you will have life—it is not wrong to repent—that you will not 

perish... 
22. Neither is it wrong to believe—that you may have life—both of these imply a proper sense of self love or 

interest... 
23. Barns—"This expression [love does not seek its own], is not to be pressed as if Paul meant to teach that a 

man should not regard his own welfare at all; or have no respect to his health, his property, his happiness, 
or his salvation. Every man is bound to pursue such a course of life as will ultimately secure his own 
salvation. But it is not simply or mainly that he may be happy that he is to seek it. It is, that he may thus 
glorify God his Saviour; and accomplish the great design which his Maker has had in view in his creation 
and redemption..." 

 
II.  How love doesn't seek its own  
  
1. Having sought to clarify—here I'm interested in answering the question—in what way does love not seek 

its own... 
2. In other words—when Paul says—Love does not seek its own—what does he mean—in what way is this 

true... 
3. Notice [1] love doesn't seek its own glory—that is—love doesn't act so as to bring glory and honor on 

itself... 
4. Prov.25:27—"it is not good to eat much honey; so to seek one's own glory is not glory"—that is—

honorable... 
5. To seek your own glory—is dishonorable—it's dishonoring to God—who alone is worthy of honor and 

glory...    
6. Thus—the first way in which love does not seek its own—is that—it no longer seeks its own glory and 

honor... 
7. This of course—was characteristic of the loveless Pharisees—who worked and prayed—for their own 

glory... 
8. Matt.6:2—"therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites 

do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they 
have their reward..." 

9. Notice [2] love doesn't seek its own rights—love isn't self-seeking in that—it doesn't always demand its 
rights... 

10. Love is willing to forgo it's own rights—for the good of others—it's willing to give in and let others go 
first... 

11. For example—think of two sisters—one sister wares the other one's shirt—and that—without getting 
permission... 

12. She could demand her rights and say—I want you to return my shirt—its mine—or you might forgo your 
rights... 
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13. Or else—think of a wife and husband—let's say—the wife responds to a question—in a sharp and unkind 

way... 
14. The husband can do one of two things—he can demand his rights—who are you to speak to me in that 

manner... 
15. I have my rights—you are to speak to me with respect—the Scriptures teach—wives honor your own 

husbands... 
16. Or else—he could forgo his rights and respond with kindness—not demanding his own—legitimate 

rights... 
17. 1Cor.10:23-24—"all things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful; all things are lawful for me, 

but not all things edify. 24 Let no one seek his own, but each one the other's well-being..." 
18. 1Cor.10:31-33—"therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 32 

Give no offense, either to the Jews or to the Greeks or to the church of God, 33 just as I also please all men 
in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved..." 

19. Notice [a] liberty, v23—"all things are lawful for me"—that is—he's Christ's freedman not bound to 
man.... 

20. Notice [b] love, v24—"let no one seek his own, but each one the other's well-being"—be willing to forgo 
your rights... 

21. Notice [3] love doesn't seek its own comfort—that is—it's willing to endure suffering for the good of 
others... 

22. For example—think of a mother—who gives herself for her baby—she literally—spends herself for her 
child... 

23. Or else—think of a Christian that drives a long distance to assist another Christian—even though they're 
busy... 

24. Or else—think of a missionary—who leaves all the comforts of his homeland—and travels to an unknown 
land...  

25. Oh—brethren—how amazing is true love—that enables a person to forgo his own comfort to benefit 
others... 

26. Barns—"True religion, or love to others, will prompt us to seek their welfare with self-denial, personal 
sacrifice, and toil...." 

27. Barns—"No man is a Christian who does not deny himself; or no one who is not willing to sacrifice his 
own comfort, time, wealth, and ease, to advance the welfare of mankind..." 

28. Phil.2:19-21—"but I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, that I also may be encouraged 
when I know your state. 20 For I have no one like-minded, who will sincerely care for your state. 21 For 
all seek their own, not the things which are of Christ Jesus..." 

29. Paul was under house arrest at Rome—and desired to send someone to assist his beloved brethren in 
Philippi... 

30. Yet—he was forced to send Timothy—as he had—"no one like-minded, who will sincerely care for your 
state..." 

31. That is—there was no one—except Timothy—who shared Paul's love and concern—for the church at 
Philippi... 

32. The reason is given—"for all seek their own"—that is—they sought their comfort over that of the 
Philippians... 

33. Barns—"They sought their own ease and comfort, and were unwilling to deny themselves in order to 
promote the happiness of those who lived in the remote parts of the world...They were not willing to 
practice self-denial in order to promote Christ's cause..." 

34. Now—here I want to make a confession and than an appeal—the confession is this—this point is greatly 
convicting... 

35. If there is anything—that brings more sorry and conviction—it's the fact—that I so readily seek my own 
comfort... 

36. Why am I not—more vigorous and diligent—in seeking your sanctification—and the salvation of lost 
sinners... 

37. Well—here we find the answer—it is the lack of love—the love of selfless love—that does not seek its 
own... 
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38. Now—the appeal I want to make is this—there are some of you (especially)—care too much for your 

comfort... 
39. It is evident in your life—you are overall concerned with your own comfort—and rarely exercise self-

denial... 
40. Your day is consumed with YOU—your week is consumed with YOU—your month is consumed with—

YOU...  
41. If you were to be honest—how much do you do in one month for others—how much comfort do you give 

up... 
42. Listen very carefully to our text—love does not seek it's own—it does not seek its own glory, rights, and 

comfort... 
43. Now—don't misunderstand me—I understand there are seasons in life—when you can hardly leave the 

home... 
44. But—I am hearing concerned about is this—when we do have a little time—how would we prefer to spend 

it... 
45. You know I was thinking of this the other day—we as Americans are very selfish—and this is true of the 

church... 
46. We reduce churchmanship to attending the meetings—and fail to notice—all that takes place before and 

after... 
47. I mean think of it—would you allow your child to do nothing more within your home—than eat, eat, and 

eat... 
48. No—you would expect him to assist in some manner or way—likely—he would have a variety of 

chores.... 
49. Well—that's what some of us think about church—we come to the word—and we eat—and we eat—and 

eat... 
50. But—we fail to do much beyond that—we think the building takes care of itself—that snacks make 

themselves... 
51. But you object—I'm so busy—I have so little means—well remember —Love does not seek its own 

comfort...  
 
III. Why love doesn't seek its own  
 
1. Here—I want to suggest three reasons why love does not seek its own—its own glory, rights, comfort, and 

benefit... 
2. Notice [1] because Christians obey Christ—that is—they obey His first command—and then subsequent 

law... 
3. Mk.8:34-36—"when He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, He said to them, 

Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 35 For 
whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's will 
save it. 36 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul..." 

4. I suggest that "denying yourself" and "losing your life"—are synonymous—we no longer live for our 
self... 

5. Now—it is very important to keep in mind—that a necessary change must happen—before we can obey 
Christ... 

6. For—man by nature is a selfish creature—he thinks of himself—lives for himself—is concerned for 
himself... 

7. Thus—for a man to deny himself—to lose his life—to live for Christ—there must first be a drastic 
change... 

8. This change—is not in man's native power—it is the work of God the Holy Spirit—to change a man's 
nature... 

9. Yet—my point is this—when a man comes to Christ—he comes in such a way—that he no longer lives for 
self... 

10. This is how—Christianity begins—with the death of self—self righteousness, self sufficiency, and self 
worship... 
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11. A person who lives for him or her self—is not a Christian—the Christian religion is essentially—self-

less... 
12. Yet—the Christian religion doesn't merely begin with the death of self—but it continues with the denial of 

self... 
13. V34—"whoever desires to come after me, let him deny himself (initially), and take up his cross 

(continually), and follow me..." 
14. Now—here's the irony—the one who loses his life—will in fact find it—that is—he won't be the worse for 

it... 
15. Brethren—it seems rather evident from the entire Bible—that Christianity—is essentially—a selfless 

religion...  
16. Phil.2:3—"do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard 

one another as more important than himself..." 
17. Jas.1:27—"pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in 

their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world..." 
18. Notice [2] because Christians imitate Christ—that is to say—Christ—who is our example—lived a selfless 

life... 
19. Jn.5:30—"I do not seek my own will but the will of the Father who sent me"—He came as His Father's 

servant... 
20. Rom.15:1-3—"we then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the weak, and not to please 

ourselves. 2 Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to edification. 3 For even Christ did 
not please Himself; but as it is written, The reproaches of those who reproached You fell on Me..." 

21. Notice [a] a responsibility—"we ought to bear with the scruples of the weak, and not please ourselves. Let 
us each please his neighbor for his good, leading to edification..." 

22. Notice [b] a reason, v3—"for even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, The reproaches of 
those who reproached you fell on me..." 

23. The latter part of v3—is a quotation from Ps.69:9—the point being—Christ came to serve His Father not 
Himself... 

24. He did not seek His own—but to do the will of the Father—He came not to please Himself—but His 
Father... 

25. Think of what I said earlier—love does not seek its own glory, rights, and comfort—each of these are true 
of Christ... 

26. He did not seek His own glory but the glory of His Father—He did not seek His own rights—but laid 
those aside... 

27. He did seek His own comfort—but laid aside all these—to seek not His own good—but the good of His 
people... 

28. What brought Him down from heaven as a man—dependent upon His mother's milk—but selfless—
love.... 

29. I spoke earlier about love enabling a man to leaven the comforts of home—and travel to a far and distant 
land... 

30. How far is heaven from earth—this is how much He loved us—He came to earth—to bear the death of the 
cross... 

31. Edwards—"His love did not rest in mere feeling, nor in light efforts and small sacrifices, but though we 
were enemies, yet he so loved us, that he had a heart to deny himself, and undertake the greatest efforts, 
and undergo the greatest sufferings, for our sakes. He gave up his own ease, and comfort, and interest, and 
honor, and wealth; and become poor, and outcast, and despised, and had not where to lay his head, and all 
for us! And not only so, but he shed his own blood for us, and offered himself a sacrifice to God's justice, 
that we might be forgiven, and accepted, and saved..." 

32. Notice [3] because Christians belong to Christ—that is—Christians live for Christ—because they belong 
to Christ...  

33. 2Cor.5:15—"He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who 
died for them and rose again..." 

34. Why does love not seek its own—but because—we've been bought with blood—and now belong to 
Christ...  


