
Revelation Outline

Inscription & Preface: Chapter 1

I. Present Part: The State of the Church at the Time of the Apostle John: chapters 2-3
A. Letters to angels of the churches of Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira:

chapter 2
B. Letters to angels of the churches of Sardis, Philadelphia, & Laodicea: chapter 3

II. Prophetic Part: The Future State of the Church until the End of Time: chapter 4-22
A. Preface to the Seals: Chapters 4-5
B. First Period of the Church: Six Seals: Chapter 6

1. First Seal: the church is flourishing as gospel message spreads: chapter
6:1-2

2. Second Seal: bloody persecution commences: chapter 6:3-4
3. Third Seal: sickness of the church from the weaknesses made by

persecutions: chapter 6:5-6
4. Fourth Seal: the last part of ten persecutions comes close to bringing

death to the church: chapter 6:7-8
5. Fifth Seal: the church’s cry for help against persecutors: chapter 6:8-11
6. Sixth Seal: God’s judgment upon the persecutors: chapter 6:12-17

C. Preface to the Trumpets: chapter 7-8:6
1. God’s care in preserving the elect through the trumpets: chapter 7:1-8
2. Church’s deliverance from the time of the trumpets: chapter 7:9-17
3. Opening the seventh seal brings forth the Trumpets: chapters 8:1-6

D. Second Period of the Church: The Trumpets: chapters 8:7-11:19
1. First Trumpet: the violent rise of heresy, especially Arianism: chapter 8:7
2. Second Trumpet: great pride and contention among elders of church:

chapter 8:8-9
3. Third Trumpet: the corruption of key doctrines concerning grace and the

gospel: chapter 8:10-11
4. Fourth Trumpet: decay of church’s piety, purity, and simplicity in

worship: chapter 8:12-13
5. Fifth Trumpet and First Great Woe: Antichrist’s Kingdom rises and his

seat is established: chapter 9:1-12
6. Sixth Trumpet and Second Great Woe: Islam is released and established,

instead of purifying the church, she grows in corruptions: chapter 9:13-21
7. Consolatory Prelude to the Seventh Trumpet: the Lord by an oath assures

the church that she will be preserved, she will be preserved with faithful
ministers as witnesses of the uncorrupted truth: chapter 10:1-11:15

8. Seventh Trumpet and Third Great Woe: the judgment upon the
antichristian church hinted at to be further explained in the vials: chapter
11:16-19

E. Explanatory Prophecies as Keys to the whole Prophetic Part: chapters 12-14
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1. The Seals Explained concisely: The church wrestling with heathen
persecution as a travailing woman, and pursued by the heathen emperors
as a red dragon: chapter 12:1-12

2. Satan seeks to drown the church in errors as the first four trumpets
sound, but the rescue comes from the earth, that is, the visible church
keeping the Doctrine of the Godhead in purity during this beginning of
the rise of antichrist: chapter 12:13-17

3. The beast of Antichrist described to show his nature, rise, reign, practices,
continuance, and manner of proceeding in history as a further
explanation of especially the fifth, and some of the sixth, of the vials:
chapter 13

4. The rescue from Antichrist’s dominion explained in anticipation of the
vials: chapter 14

F. Preface to the Vials: chapter 15
G. Third Period of the Church: The Vials: chapter 16

1. First through Fourth Vials: (overturning 1-4 trumpets): chapter 16:1-9
2. Fifth Vial: (overturning 5th trumpet): chapter 16:10-11
3. Sixth Vial: (overturning 6th trumpet): chapter 16:12-16
4. Seventh Vial: Chapter 16:17-21

H. Explanatory Prophecies
1. Of the object of the Vials: description of Antichrist’s seat, kingdom, and

himself:  chapter 17
2. Of the Fifth Vial expressly: Antichrist’s seat of Rome is explained and her

destruction and lamentation prophesied: chapter 18
3. Of the Sixth Vial expressly: overturning of Islam and the Papacy, the

former enabling the conversion of the Jewish nation to Christ: chapter 19
4. Of the Seventh Vial expressly: chapters 20-22:6

a) Satan bound & The Millennial Age: chapter 20:1-6
b) Christ’s Final Enemies Abolished: chapter 20:7-10
c) The Final Judgment: chapter 20:11-13
d) The Eternal Miserable State of the Wicked: chapter 20:14-15
e) The Eternal Happy State of the Righteous: chapter 21:1-22:6

Conclusion & Salutation: chapter 22:7-21
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