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This morning, I want to encourage you to open your Bibles to the gospel of Luke 22. As 
you're turning to Luke 22, if you are a guest or visitor with us, I want to welcome you to 
a journey through the gospels, not one particular gospel in specific chronological order 
but a journey through all of the respective four gospels with this one very strategic goal: 
to look at the last 24 hours of the life and ministry of Jesus Christ.

Now when you look at the gospels in totality, you realize that the Lord inspired them to 
give us an inordinate amount of attention to the last days of Jesus' life and ministry. In 
fact, the gospel of Luke that we're turning to today spends half of its material just on the 
last week, but specifically as we walk through these last 24 hours, we're doing so for 
multiple reason, one of which is to truly get a chronological picture of this very critical 
day. One of the difficult things to do is to realize what events happen in which specific 
order and what conversations took place but more than that, there may be something that 
you've noticed if you've been along with us for the entirety of the journey thus far is that 
the events of almost 2,000 years ago that took place over a 24 hour time period cannot 
just be historically confined in a vacuum. In fact, in a moment we're going to answer a 
series of questions about this passage and one of the things you'll notice that is somewhat 
trending in this journey is that the "why" question isn't necessarily of why it happened 
then but why it's important to learn the lesson therein because we are discovering that 
these passages, these conversations, these events are eerily prophetic to the days that you 
and I are navigating today.

Today as we come to Luke 22, we're going to begin in verse 47 and 48 and then we're 
going to make our way back to verses 1 through 6. Today, we're going to deal with the 
person of Judas Iscariot, the one whom we know would betray the Lord and I want to 
begin by just a very two verse simple description of that famous betrayal and then we're 
going to go back to verses 1 through 6 and we're going to spend the majority of our time 
today to look at how this took place, why this took place, and the environment 
surrounding it. Beginning in verse 47 it says,

47 And while he yet spake, behold a multitude, and he that was called 
Judas, one of the twelve, went before them, and drew near unto Jesus to 
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kiss him. 48 But Jesus said unto him, Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man
with a kiss? 

One of the most famous events not just in the biblical record but in the entirety of 
scripture and the history of humanity, this famous kiss of betrayal.

Back to verses 1 through 6, the color commentary, if you allow me, the backstory. It says,

1 Now the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, which is called the 
Passover. 2 And the chief priests and scribes sought how they might kill 
him; for they feared the people. 3 Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed 
Iscariot, being of the number of the twelve. 4 And he went his way, and 
communed with the chief priests and captains, how he might betray him 
unto them. 5 And they were glad, and covenanted to give him money. 6 
And he promised, and sought opportunity to betray him unto them in the 
absence of the multitude. 

Now you and I have just read a very simplistic account of one of the most famous events 
in the history of the world, this man by the name of Judas who would betray the Lord 
with a kiss. Now next week, we're going to look at the specifics of the arrest, that night in
the garden of Gethsemane when this band of soldiers comes, the dialog between them 
and Jesus, the event of Peter removing the ear of a guard that was present, but today I just
want to look at the person of Judas and I think it begs us to analyze who this guy is 
because he's so critical to the gospel story, he's so critical to these 24 hours, and we're 
going to discover today he is so prophetic for even the days that we're walking today.

So let's just begin with some simple questions. When does this story take place? Now I 
know verses 47 and 48 take place in the garden of Gethsemane sandwiched between this 
famous prayer of Jesus and what we know the formal arrest and betrayal, but the word 
that I want to use today is "parenthetical." Now that's one of those big theological words, 
allow me to kind of unravel it for a moment. When we declare something is parenthetical,
we mean outside the time of. One of the most famous places you'll see parenthetical 
passages is in the book of Revelation. I mean, there we have in the midst of, you know, 
the seals being opened, the judgments pouring out, all of a sudden you get to places like 
chapter 10 and 14 and others where the Lord just kind of pulls back and gives us stories 
that give us commentary, what we call today the backstory of how did we get to this 
place, how did we get to such a place as this. And that's what I want to do with Judas 
today because he did not just show up the night of the betrayal. He has a long history not 
only with the life and ministry of Jesus Christ but we'll discover today there is even a 
broader history to who this individual is and the story that unravels before us.

So that is the "when" of the story, we're going to actually take a step back out of the 
chronology and look at the totality of this character. So who is he? Well, his name is 
famous. In fact, today if somebody does you wrong, somebody betrays you, somebody 
that you've entrusted confidence in goes the opposite direction, it's not uncommon to tell 
somebody else that they were Judas to you. It's a phrase, it's a name we use quite often. 
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But who was this guy? And I'm going to give you two options today that we as humanity 
typically see him. He is either incredibly misled or he's a monster. 

Now when I speak about being misled, there is a certain sympathy that most of us, shall 
we say, generate for Judas and the reason is this: I think every single one of us who are 
believers in Jesus Christ, every one of us at some point in our life feels as if we've treated
Jesus like Judas. We all feel deep down inside that there was an opportunity for his sake 
that we did not take advantage of, or there's a time where we could "agree with him, side 
with him," and we remain silent and we kind of sense that Judas within us of, "Oh, I'm 
just like him." Can I push pause there? For those of you who have those emotions and, by
the way, they're rightfully experienced, we're going to be in a few weeks with the person 
of Peter and I would daresay the majority of us have denied the Lord more than we've 
"betrayed the Lord." 

And when I say that he is a "monster," I think we need to look at the totality of scripture 
of who this guy is. I mean, after all, there is nothing positive said about him from 
beginning to end. In fact, you don't have Peter or the disciples get up at Pentecost or any 
other event and say, "Man, you know Judas. Man, we just thought everything was going 
right. It just went sideways." That's not what you hear. In fact, if we were to go back 
three years in time and we find ourselves in the gospel of John, there in chapter 6 there's 
this big debate happening about who are the real disciples, who are the genuine ones. I 
mean, after all, if you begin to look at it, there were more than what we know as the 12. 
The Bible talks about the 70 that went out 2 by 2; when you get to Acts 1, there's 120 in 
the Upper Room. But what about the inner circle? And there in John 6, Jesus makes this 
statement, he said, "I have called you all unto myself," listen to verse 70, "and one of you 
is a devil." Now that's pretty harsh language. He didn't say one of you is going to make a 
really poor decision in a couple of years. He didn't say one of you is terribly misled about
what's happening before you. He said one of you is a devil.

Now back to chapter 22, I want you to look in verse 3. There's something that happens in 
verse 3 that you don't see anywhere else in the Bible. In fact, not only do you not see it 
anywhere else in the Bible, you don't have any record even from the prophets of days past
or days future of anybody else experiencing what happens here. Verse 3, "Then entered 
Satan into Judas." I mean, even Mary Magdalene was talked about she was possessed by 
multiple devils, even the demoniac in the gospel of Mark who had legions within him, 
nothing was said of this nature. I mean, think about it, legions of demons within one 
solitary soul, that famous story where Jesus releases them into the pigs on the hillside, not
even that story says that Satan entered him. So what we have here is a biblical case study 
for somebody like no other. He's the only person in the entire biblical record that it says 
Satan entered. Jesus referred to him as a devil. 

So where did all this take place? Notice what it says beginning in verse 4, "And he went 
his way, and communed with the chief priests and captains, how he might betray him 
unto them. And they were glad, and covenanted to give him money." I want you to notice
that first statement in verse 4, he went his way. One of the things that we notice about 
Judas not only early in his ministry days midway through walking with Jesus but 
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particularly at this event in Luke 22, is you don't discover anywhere where he is held 
accountable to anybody for any valid reason.

Now work with me. Think about when the lady comes and anoints Jesus' feet with the oil,
remember that Judas gets all upset about it. He says, "Did you not know how many poor 
and hungry people could have been fed with this money?" Did you notice that the 
disciples didn't speak up. The disciples never questioned him. There is this weird vibe 
about Judas that nobody was willing to hold him accountable but Jesus Christ alone. In 
fact, when just a few moments earlier at the Last Supper Jesus tells him, "Do what you 
must do," he goes and he "sops with the bread," he walks out to betray him and the Bible 
even gives us evidence that the other disciples said, "Well, maybe he's gonna go help 
somebody out." There's no accountability. Why is there no accountability? Because what 
you see in Judas is an attitude, a behavior, actions, that were so disguised on the outside 
that even the very disciples, Peter, James, John and the others, could not see and could 
not discern what was really happening under the surface.

So what took place? What happened? Well, there's some very interesting descriptors here 
in verse 4 and 5. It says he went his way. It says he communed. In verse 5 it said he 
covenanted. Let's talk about this process for a moment, what took place behind the 
scenes. The first thing he did is he went his way and, by the way, just as a picture of our 
own lives, anytime that we decide to go our own way when it's the opposite of the Lord's 
way, it never goes the right way. It says he went his way. He separated himself from 
Jesus. He separated himself from the disciples. He separated himself from anybody who 
possibly could hold him accountable for what was about to happen.

Then it's this next verse or next statement that's important: he communed with them. Now
that's one of those words that's, you know, not frequently used in our culture but when we
say we commune with someone, this is important, it means to not only spend time with 
them but it means to share, embrace and adopt one another's opinions and ideas. Now 
think about this: whom we know as Judas not only did Jesus call him a devil, not only 
does Satan "enter" him, but according to this passage he was willing to spend enough 
time with those who wanted to kill Jesus, eradicate Jesus, despise Jesus, that eventually 
we see those ideas marrying one another because then it says he covenanted with them.

What does it mean to covenant? Covenant means to make an agreement that's not going 
to be separated in a lawyer's office. A covenant, think about it in terms of when the Lord 
covenanted with Abraham about his promise in spite of rebellion, in spite of second 
thoughts, buyer's remorse, whatever you want to call it, even though Abraham went 
contrary to what the Lord wanted in his life numerous times, it never voided the covenant
because when you covenant with someone, you are sealing, you are concurring, you are 
solidifying that this will happen.

You see, the process started with just simple distance and separation, it got exasperated 
with embracing ideas of destruction, and it covenanted to where it was going to occur. 
But there was a price, was there not? There's always a price. If you haven't heard this as 
of late, one of those famous Meyersisms that I adopted from somebody else, "If it doesn't 
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make sense somebodies making money," or they're covering something up, or they might 
just be doing both but that's another message for another day. Judas makes some, this is 
his, can I use a phrase the young people like to use? This is his side hustle. He's gonna 
make a little extra. You know he's got the money bag, right? He's the banker. What's he 
need a little extra cash for, he's already got plenty. But what's his price? 30 pieces of 
silver.

Now there's a lot of debate out there what's that really worth, you know, and don't start 
Googling what an ounce of silver is today and trying to equate it and such because we 
really don't know what exact denomination of money would or would not have been 
utilized, all we know is this, that there was a barren field that was not worthy to build on 
in those days that was purchased with the money and nobody has built on it since. But 
here's a good analogy for you, that the price was about one month's salary of the average 
person of that day. Now I want you to think about that for a moment. For the sake of 
illustration, I don't want you to necessarily write it down, I don't want you to share with 
your neighbor unless your neighbor is your spouse, and if they don't know the answer to 
this question, y'all need to have a whole other conversation after the service, I want you 
to think about approximately what your monthly salary is. Now for some of you it's going
to be more than others. It doesn't matter. For some of you it's going to be less. That's not 
the point. The point is this: Judas was willing to pay a price and his price was only one 
month's salary. 

Let me ask you a question: whatever your number is, is it really worth what happens 
here? Is it really worth one month's salary to betray the Lord himself? Is it worth one 
month's salary to see all the carnage and chaos that comes out of this? What I'm getting to
is this, that his price was actually so low we see the true depths of the darkness of his 
heart. These men hated Jesus so much they probably would have given him an entire 
pension for the kiss that night but his heart was so bleak, one month's salary is all it will 
take. 

And it's prophetic in the sense of in Zechariah 11, by the way, I think this is one of the 
easiest prophecies to remember in the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. There's 48 of 
them specifically but Zechariah 11:12-13 is just in numerical order here says that the 
betrayer will betray him for these famous 30 pieces of silver. So we see Judas fulfilling 
this prophetic role that Judas has been willing to be entered  by Satan, to have a price that
is so low it shows what his heart is. He was willing to allow himself to be the vessel of a 
prophecy that was spoken hundreds of years before.

Ladies and gentlemen, we know the story pretty well. When it comes to the life, the 
ministry of Jesus Christ, when it comes to his death and his resurrection, you really can't 
tell the whole story without referring to at some point the person, the character of Judas. 
So why is it that it is so important for us to grasp what's happening here? What is so 
prophetic for us, what is so critical for you and I today? You see, a few moments ago, I 
spoke of the references in scripture that Jesus utilized and others have utilized to describe
him, not only is he a devil from the beginning, not only is he the only one Satan entered 
into, but I purposefully left one out. Just a few moments before Luke 22:47-48, Jesus is in
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the garden of Gethsemane. We studied that last week, remember those three accounts in 
Matthew 26 of petition, about that cup of wrath? But John 17 gives us a little more 
insight, it gives us kind of the prayer between the three. It's the longest prayer of Jesus we
have recorded, we call it the high priestly prayer of Jesus, and there in John 17:12, I want 
you to hear for those of you who can turn quickly, I want you to see what Jesus prays 
regarding Judas. There in verse 12 he says, "Father, all that you have given unto me are 
thine. They're good. Everybody's good except one, the son of perdition, the son of 
destruction." Who is he speaking of? Judas. There's nobody else who he could be 
referring to. 

Why is this so critical? Because three years earlier Jesus called him a devil. That night 
the Bible says Satan entered him. And off the lips of Jesus to the Father he is called the 
son of perdition. Now that's important because that phrase "the son of perdition" is only 
one of three terms we have in the entire New Testament to describe the character that we 
commonly refer to as the antichrist. In fact, the term antichrist is only found in the book 
of 1 John, obviously referring to that entity. You get to the book of Revelation, he's called
the beast, the mark of the beast, the number of the beast, the reign of the beast. That's his 
"title." The term antichrist isn't even used in the book of Revelation, the term is the beast. 
But in 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 which is heralding those end time events, it speaks about the
rise of, shall we say, that antichrist figure. I'm going to give you one guess who the 
antichrist is described as in 2 Thessalonians 2? The son of perdition. When the son of 
perdition, the man of lawlessness, the man of sin arrives.

Now just for the sake of discussion and, by the way, we could discuss this topic for days 
but can I just hit the baseline for a moment? No matter what you do or you do not think 
of Judas, you would have to agree at even the base level he is very picturesque of that 
antichrist figure. He is very emblematic of him. In fact, in the Old Testament one of the 
things that we often do is talk about types, that there are people who have lived their lives
that picture those that will come in the days ahead. For example, Joseph is called a type 
of Christ. Over a hundred places his life emulates Jesus Christ. Now you don't read 
Joseph into Jesus, don't flip the proverbial script, but think about Joseph, the beloved of 
his father, left for dead by his brothers and he redeemed them in spite of them. That's a 
pretty good type of Jesus, is it not? Nebuchadnezzar, pretty good type of the antichrist, do
everything he can to exterminate the people of God and even when God himself shows 
up in a fiery furnace, his heart doesn't change a whole lot, does it?

So you see a lot of these in the Old Testament, these "types of," and so they're just 
picturesque, they're just prophetic and I think we'd have to agree today that there's 
probably no person in the Bible that pictures this "antichrist character" more than Judas. 
A devil from the beginning. Satan enters him. He's called the son of perdition from the 
lips of Jesus himself. So if you'll allow me when we talk about the "why" today, why is 
studying Judas so important, because we need to look at what happened 2,000 years ago 
in the garden of Gethsemane and realize it's happening before our very eyes again.

Let's look at the process. Back to chapter 22, verse 4. He went his way. He communed. 
He covenanted. Let's start with the first step there. His process began when he stepped 
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away from the presence, the impact, and the influence of Jesus Christ. Our culture did 
that decades ago. We stepped away. We decided that scripture wasn't that important, 
church wasn't that big a deal, there are better things out there that deserve our time, our 
attention and our resources. And so what has happened? We as a culture and, by the way, 
I'm not restricting this just to North America, this is the entirety of humanity. We have 
decided to commune with the enemy. In fact, Isaiah 5 warned us, "Woe unto you who 
call that which is tall small, that which is small tall, that which is black white, that which 
is white black, woe unto you who take what God said was right and make it wrong and 
take what God said was wrong and you make it right." 

We have communed just like Judas did but then he covenanted. Oh, he covenanted. You 
see, to covenant is to come to an agreement, to covenant is to determine. In fact, if you've
ever seen a picture of what it means to covenant in biblical days, it's very uncomfortable 
because you put yourself in a certain position where you're staring the other party eye-to-
eye about six inches apart. Like an old football coach of mine said, the eyes are the 
window to your soul. That's what happens when you covenant. Our culture has 
covenanted with the enemy, eradicate scripture, God and Jesus at all cost. That's what's 
happened in our world today.

So what was the price? What was the price that was paid? Think back to your own 
personal monthly pay stub. Is what we've seen spiritually in our world, was it really 
worth one month's salary? To see the decline that we've seen spiritually in the world 
around us, was it really worth that? But here's the thing, I believe we may have even paid 
a smaller price for what has transpired around us. Why? Because we as a people, 
collectively as a culture, humanity as a whole, if you look back just over the last 30, 40, 
50 maybe even 60 years, we have very slowly, very systematically told anybody but God,
"We'll give you control of our lives if you just don't hurt our feelings. Don't make us feel 
uncomfortable. Don't make us feel ostracized." We didn't trade a month's salary, we 
traded our feelings. The price that humanity paid is that we want to feel good about 
ourselves and not convicted or guilty about anything we promote, celebrate, advocate, or 
participate in ourselves.

Ladies and gentlemen, we've paid the price as well. So how is this prophetic for us? For 
the sake of time, I won't elaborate all of the chronological possibilities and details and 
such but one of the things that you see back in 2 Thessalonians 2, that passage where the 
son of perdition is spoken of, that passage where the only title that Jesus uses for Judas in
the garden of Gethsemane is utilized again, do you know what that passage talks about in 
those "proverbial last days"? It talks about that there will be a great falling away, that 
there will be those who on the outside had the perfect picture therein much like Judas. 
Have you ever thought about that? Judas financed probably a lot of building plans in 
Jesus' day. Judas probably helped out a lot of people with some benevolence needs in his 
day. He had the money bag, did he not? But what was his heart? It was corrupt and when 
the pressure came and the intensity came and he began to commune and he covenanted, 
what do we see? We saw him for who he really is.
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Today we're discovering the same thing. You know, there's an old statement that a 
Christian is a whole lot like a tea bag, you don't know how strong they are until you put 
them in hot water. Do you know what's happened in recent days? We've been put in hot 
water in the pressure cooker, turned it to high, and let it ride, and what are we 
discovering? We're discovering that just frivolous expressions on the outside aren't what 
it's really about, is it? We're discovering that it's about who somebody and who we are 
truly on the inside. Judas isn't just a picture of the betrayal of Jesus with a kiss, he's also a
very clear prophetic picture of what will happen in the proverbial last days. The disciples 
did not hold him accountable and many Bible believers today are not holding those 
around us either because we're more concerned with our feelings, our identity, and our 
self-worth than Jesus who is about to pay the ultimate price for our sins.

Let's pray with our heads bowed and our eyes closed. Today as we come to our time of 
response, maybe you're here in person, maybe you're watching online, and maybe you're 
that individual who says, "Do you know what? I fell for it." Maybe you're that person 
who said, "You know, I've read a whole lot, I've seen a whole lot, I've heard a whole lot 
but I missed it the whole time." Don't worry, that's why we call it grace. The Bible says 
whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be saved and maybe that's you today. Don't 
worry about days past, don't worry about failures past, don't worry about the mistakes of 
yesterday, let's just worry about this day. If you're here today and you realize, "Man, I 
have been places I shouldn't have been, done things I shouldn't have done. I have sinned."
The great news is no matter who you are, where you were, what you did, Jesus Christ, his
grace, his love, his mercy is so satisfactory he can forgive and absolve any of that.

If that's who you are today, can I encourage you just to cry out to God? You don't have to
necessarily out loud, you don't have to use the same words or phrase that I or somebody 
else might use. This is your heart's cry but maybe it would go something like this. "God, 
today, Lord, the scales have been pulled from my eyes and I realize I've been listening to 
the wrong voices, I realize I've been walking down the wrong path. God, today I realize 
that I have a sin problem. God, I have rebelled against you and the only way it's ever 
going to be fixed is through Jesus Christ. God, today I believe, I believe that Jesus Christ 
loved me so much that he was born on my behalf. He lived a sinless life on my behalf. He
died a sacrificial death, the death I deserve. He was willing to go in my stead. God, today 
I believe it wasn't just his birth, his life and his death, God, the fact that he raised from 
the dead three days later gave proof, gave evidence that he is qualified to forgive me of 
my sins and to save me for all eternity. So God, today I come very childlike, I confess 
I've got a sin problem and I'm believing on Jesus Christ alone to solve it. God, I don't 
know the answers to all the other issues and struggles of life but I'm asking you to forgive
me, I'm asking you to save me. In the best way I know how, I just want to turn my life 
over to you."

Today as our heads are still bowed and our eyes are still closed, if you're that person 
whether in person or online, we'd love to hear from you. We'd love the privilege, those of
you in person, in a moment when we stand and sing just to step out and step forward, 
we've got a whole team of folks that would love to hear your story, pray with you, pray 
for you, and just encourage you. But maybe today you say, "You know, I've been a 
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believer for years," some of you would say decades, and maybe the end of the message 
was a little more critical than the beginning, you realize all that's happening around isn't, 
it's not a one-time thing, it's happened before and it's very prophetic and it's very 
picturesque. Maybe today is not about stepping out and stepping forward, maybe today is 
about leaving these grounds at some point today with a new perspective, a new vision, 
and a new purpose.

Lord Jesus, as we come to this time, thank you, thank you that in spite of us you loved us, 
thank you that despite where we've been and what we've done your grace and your mercy
is sufficient for all that. Help us today to just listen to your voice in spite of all the other 
ones that are competing for our attention. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. 
Amen.
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