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Romans 1:8-15
8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, because your faith is being 
proclaimed throughout the whole world. 
9 For God, whom I serve in my spirit in the preaching of the gospel of His Son, is my 
witness as to how unceasingly I make mention of you, 
10 always in my prayers making request, if perhaps now at last by the will of God I may 
succeed in coming to you.
11 For I long to see you so that I may impart some spiritual gift to you, that you may be 
established; 
12 that is, that I may be encouraged together with you while among you, each of us by the 
other's faith, both yours and mine. 
13 I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that often I have planned to come to you (and
have been prevented so far) so that I may obtain some fruit among you also, even as among 
the rest of the Gentiles. 
14 I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the 
foolish. 
15 So, for my part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 

There are many Reasons why people try to serve the Lord.  And by the phrase, “serve the Lord”- I
mean this:

The ongoing Struggle against the Lusts of the Flesh (by the Power of the Holy Spirit) by humbly
and joyfully submitting to the Authority of Scripture (in our daily Life)- 

all to the Glory of God.

Some “serve the Lord” out of Fear.  They have read about Hell; and they sure don’t want to go 
there.  So, out of this Fear- they strive to “tow the Line”. And, by looking at them from a distance-
you would think they are actually serving God.  But they really aren’t.  The Fear that motivates 
them- is entirely ungodly.  It is not only a “wrong” Motive- it is a sinful Motive.  It describes a 
god, (who doesn’t exist); who demands perfect Obedience or else- and then equates that false god
with the one, true, and living God, Who is revealed in both Nature and Scripture.  It is a form of 
misrepresenting God- which is Blasphemy.
But the ONLY Motivation for these people is to try to be “good enough”: to stay out of Hell. But 
those motivated, in their Service of God, by the Fear of Damnation will, sooner or later, become 
exhausted; and the End for them is that they are Angry, Bitter, Disillusioned, and Jaded.  And the 
net Result for these people- is they will stop trying to serve the Lord for any reason.



Others try to serve God- out of some sense of Duty or Obligation.  They have read and come to 
believe that Jesus is Worthy of all that we can do for Him- and so, they see their Obedience as 
being “all we can do for Him”.  So, these people struggle to obey- because, they say, they are 
“supposed to”. But this is actually nothing more than a very carefully designed way to glorify 
themselves.  Because when asked what the Motivation for their Obedience is- they will have to 
admit that it is their own moral sense of what is “Right”.  And that is fueled by nothing but their 
own humanly engineered Discipline and will-Power.  These people think they are being 
completely Selfless in their Efforts- when, in reality, they are the MOST Self-absorbed people on 
the Planet.
The ONLY kind of Obedience that pleases God- is an Obedience; a Service to the Lord; and a 
Following of Jesus- that is bathed in both godly Humility and Joy. And that “mind-set” reveals 
the Truth about the Glory of God better than any other.
But specifically, what I mean about “serving the Lord”, in the Context of what Paul wrote in 
verses 8-15, is a person, who has received the Divine Call to full-time Ministry of the Word.  So, 
a Pastor or an Elder- a Deacon; and even the one who keeps the Church Books.  And so, there are 
many reasons why a person might find himself in the Place of a “Church Leader”.  
He may be genuinely called by God.  He may have a specific theological or moral Issue, that he 
has bought into, that he wants everybody else to know.  He may want to preach for ten minutes 
and see 3,000 people saved.  He may wish to dominate weak- minded individuals and rule over 
them.  He may want to become wealthy off the backs of people he can fleece.  Or he may want 
others to see how spiritual or godly he is.  Diotrephes was like that:

3John 9&10
9 I wrote something to the church; but Diotrephes, who loves to be first among them, does 
not accept what we say. 
10 For this reason, if I come, I will call attention to his deeds which he does, unjustly 
accusing us with wicked words; and not satisfied with this, he himself does not receive the 
brethren, either, and he forbids those who desire to do so and puts them out of the church. 
  
And there are probably other reasons as well. But only the first one is the right one.  He MUST be
genuinely called by God to be in the Ministry.  Because if he isn’t- he will not last.  The Demands
of the Ministry are such- that it will eat him alive- unless God is with him.  And the Proof of that- 
is the literal sea of men, who live in every city, who have become so “burned out” by being in the 
Ministry- that their Marriages are destroyed; their children are scattered; their “home-life” is non-
existent; and they are some of the most miserable men on the Planet.
My own Father cautioned me to NOT go into the Ministry.  He told me that I was not emotionally
equipped to stand in that Place.  He told me, “Blair, you are too tender-hearted; too soft; too 
idealistic; too naïve; too heart-driven to last in an Occupation where you will be constantly 
criticized and seldom praised. Don’t do it.” And what my Father 
thought had great effect on me.  And I had no Answer to his analysis except one:

Jeremiah 20:9b
… Then in my heart it becomes like a burning fire Shut up in my bones; And I am weary of 
holding it in, And I cannot endure it. 

God called me to preach the very night I was saved (June 25, 1971).  And it was as real; 
and as evident; and as powerful as anything I have ever known in my Life.  And I simply could 
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not ignore it. But as a 16-year- old boy- I was very ill-equipped for Life- much less the Ministry.  
So, I needed two very important things:

1. Education
2. Experience

… and I received both in the “School of Hard-Knocks” over the next few decades.  
Because I had no idea that there were actual frauds in the Ministry.  I should have-but I didn’t.  I 
never dreamed that some would “serve the Lord” merely for appearance's sake; in order to be 
considered “righteous” by fellow church members and by the world. And, over the years, I was 
introduced to some who “served” because of peer pressure to conform to certain human standards
of religious and moral Behavior. I met Children, who had been forced into religious Activities by 
their sincere and well-meaning Parents, some of whom continued those Activities into adult Life- 
only because of parental Intimidation or perhaps from mere Habit. And I met those who were 
very zealous in their Christian Work because of the financial gain they thought it would produce 
for themselves.
But all of those motives for Service are merely external, and no matter how Orthodox or helpful 
to other people that Service might be- unless it is done out of a sincere Desire to please and 
glorify God- it is NOT “spiritual”; it is NOT godly; and it does NOT please God.

Sadly, it is also possible for a person to begin Christian Service out of genuine Devotion 
to God and then, later-on, fall into an Occasion or even a Habit of performing it mechanically, 
merely from a sense of “Duty”.  This is what happens when human beings carelessly leave their 
“First Love” and fall into a rut of superficial Activity that is performed “in the Lord's Name” but 
which is NOT done in His Power; or for His Glory.

The Revelation 2:2-5
2 'I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, 
and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found 
them to be false; 
3 and you have perseverance and have endured for My name's sake, and have not grown 
weary. 
4 But I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 
5 Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at 
first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place—unless 
you repent. 

But even when the Lord is served from a right Motive and in His Power, there always lingers near
a Temptation to Resentment and Self-pity when one's Work is not appreciated by fellow 
Christians and perhaps goes completely unnoticed. The Apostle Paul was doubtlessly assailed by 
many Temptations from satan to give up his Ministry when he was opposed; or to give up on a 
difficult, fleshly, self-centered, and worldly Church such as the one at Corinth. But Paul was 
greatly used of the Lord because, by God's Grace and Provision, he ALWAYS kept his Motives 
pure. Because his single Purpose was to please God, the Displeasure or Disregard of other people,
even of those he was serving, could not deter his Work or lead him into Bitterness and Self-pity.
In his opening Words to the Believers at Rome, Paul tells of his sincere spiritual Motives in 
wanting to minister to them. With Warmth, Affection, and Sensitivity that permeate the entire 
Letter, he assures them of his genuine Devotion to God; and his genuine Love for them. Although
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Paul had not personally founded or even visited the Church at Rome at the time he wrote this 
Letter- he carried the heartfelt Passion of Christ for their spiritual Welfare and an eager Desire to 
develop their spiritual and personal Brotherhood. The Letter to Rome reveals that Paul not only 
had the Zeal of a Prophet; the Mind of a Teacher; and the Determination of an Apostle- but he 
also had the Heart of a Shepherd.
Now when they first received Paul's Letter, the Believers in Rome probably wondered why this 
great Apostle, whom most of them did not know, would bother to write them such a long and 
profound Treatise. They also may have wondered why, if he cared so much for them, he had not 
yet paid them a visit. In verses 8-15 of chapter 1, Paul gives the Answers to both of those 
Questions: 

1. He wrote them because he cared deeply about their spiritual Maturity
2. He had not yet visited them because he had thus far been prevented

.. and in these few verses- the Apostle lays bare his Heart concerning them.
Now the Key that unlocks the Intent in this Passage is the phrase 

God, whom I serve in my spirit (v. 9a). 

… which reveals Paul’s Heart.
But this man had been raised and educated in 1st Century Judaism. He had himself been a 
Pharisee; and was well acquainted with the other Divisions within the Jewish religion: 

 The Sadducees
 The Essenes
 The Zealots
 The Scribes
 The Priests
 The Elders
 The Sanhedrin Court

… and Paul knew that, with few Exceptions, those spiritual Leaders served God “in the Flesh”; 
and were motivated by “Self-interests”. Their Worship of God and Service to Him and others was
mechanical, routine, external, and superficial. So, in a word, they were “Hypocritical”.  But Paul 
was also well acquainted with the Gentile world as well and knew that pagan religious Worship 
and Service were also external, superficial, and completely motivated by Self-interests.
And that is why Jesus told the Samaritan woman at the well,

John 4:21-24
21 Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming when neither in this mountain 
nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 
22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the 
Jews. 
23 But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 
spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. 
24 God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."
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… Worship that is true and acceptable to God does NOT involve a particular Location, Ritual, or 
any Man-made Activities or Forms.
During the years before his Salvation, Paul himself had worshiped and served God in an external, 
Self-interested Way 

Philippians 3:3-14
3 for we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Christ 
Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh, 
4 although I myself might have confidence even in the flesh. If anyone else has a mind to put
confidence in the flesh, I far more: 
5 circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 
Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; 
6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found 
blameless. 
7 But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of 
Christ. 
8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but 
rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 
9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, 
but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the 
basis of faith, 
10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His 
sufferings, being conformed to His death; 
11 in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. 
12 Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that
I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 
13 Brethren, I do not regard myself as laving laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: 
forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 
14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

… but now that he belonged to Jesus and had Christ's own Spirit indwelling him, he worshiped 
and served Him in both Spirit and in Truth- with his whole being. 
Paul was now motivated by a genuine, inner Desire to serve God for God's Sake rather than his 
own; in God's revealed Way rather than his own; and in God's Power rather than his own. He was 
no longer motivated by Self-interests; or by peer Pressure; and no longer focused on Jewish 
religious Tradition; or even on Self-effort to keep God's Law. He was not interested in trying to 
please others- not even himself- only God:

1Corinthians 4:1-5
1 Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of
God. 
2 In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy. 
3 But to me it is a very small thing that I may be examined by you, or by any human court; 
in fact, I do not even examine myself. 
4 For I am conscious of nothing against myself, yet I am not by this acquitted; but the one 
who examines me is the Lord. 
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5 Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes 
who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of 
men's hearts; and then each man's praise will come to him from God. 

So, the Focus of his entire Life and Ministry was to glorify God by proclaiming the saving Grace 
of the Gospel. He lived in Conformity to the Divine Standard he proclaimed to the Ephesians, 
serving God, 

not by way of eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from
the heart. (Ephesians 6:6)

… and as he reminded the Elders from that Church, 

The Acts 20:33&34
33 I have coveted no one's silver or gold or clothes. 
34 You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my own needs and to the men who 
were with me.

Paul did not serve because it was “Self-pleasing”, because he said, 

Romans 15:3
For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, "THE REPROACHES OF 
THOSE WHO REPROACHED YOU FELL ON ME."

… nor did Paul serve in order to gain Glory and Honor from men. 

1Corinthians 9:16
For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for I am under compulsion; for woe is 
me if I do not preach the gospel. 

… and so, in a later Letter to the Church at Corinth he declared, 

2Corinthians 4:5
For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-
servants for Jesus' sake. 

In verses 8-16a, Paul's Words suggest ten Marks of true spiritual Service that should typify ALL 
genuine gospel-Ministries:
 

1. A Thankful Spirit (v.8)
2. A Concerned Spirit (v.9-10a)
3. A Willing and Submissive Spirit (v.10b)
4. A Loving Spirit (v.11)
5. A Humble Spirit (v.12)
6. A Fruitful Spirit (v.13)
7. An Obedient Spirit (v.14)
8. An Eager Spirit (v.15)
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9. A Bold Spirit (v.16a)

… so, let’s look at each one.
 
1. A THANKFUL SPIRIT

First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, because your faith is being 
proclaimed throughout the whole world. 

The first Mark of true spiritual Service, which Paul had in abundance, is “Thankfulness” or a 
“Thankful Spirit”. The Apostle was genuinely Grateful for what God had done for and through 
him, but he was equally Grateful for what God had done in and through other Believers. He 
perhaps did not thank the Roman Believers themselves, lest it be considered as Flattery. He said, 
rather, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you.
Paul's Thankfulness was intimate, first of all, because of his own “spiritual Closeness” to God. “I 
thank my God”, he declared. Pagans simply didn’t talk like that.  And neither would most Jews 
have referred to God with a personal pronoun like, “my”. And that tells us that, for Paul, God was
not some “theological Abstraction” but a beloved Savior and a close Friend- something most 
Jews would consider as being Blasphemy. And then, as he testifies in the following verse, he 
served God, “in his spirit”, or from the depth of his heart and mind.
And we notice that Paul gave Thanks- “through Jesus Christ”, the one eternal Mediator between 
God and Man. 

John 14:6
I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.

1Timothy 2:5&6
5 For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 
6 who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time. 

… and so, based on their Belief and Trust and Hope in Jesus Christ- genuine Believers have the 
Privilege of calling Almighty God, “my God”- even, “my Father”.  
It is because we have been given Access to the Father through Jesus Christ that we always can … 

… draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need. (Hebrews 4:16b)

… and this allows us, as Believers, to cry out,

"Abba, Father" (Romans 8:15).

Paul's Thankfulness was also intimate because of his own “spiritual Intimacy” with fellow 
Believers- even to those in Rome- most of whom he did not personally know. 

I thank my God...for you all, 

… that is, for all the Believers in the Church at Rome- he had never even met! 
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His Gratitude was impartial and all-encompassing, making no distinctions.
So, in every Epistle but one, Paul expresses Gratitude for those to whom he writes. The lone 
exception was the Letter to the Churches in Galatia, which had defected from the true Gospel of 
Grace to a “Works- System of Righteousness” and was worshiping and serving in the Flesh 
because of the influence of the Judaizers. 
But we need to know that his intimacy with other Churches was not because the other Churches 
were perfect- because Paul wrote most of his Letters to correct either wrong Doctrine or unholy 
Living or both. But even where the Need for Instruction and Correction was great, he found 
something in those Churches for which he could be Thankful.
This Apostle wrote the Letter to the Romans while he was in the city of Corinth, and during the 
time when the Jewish Leaders in that city were plotting to kill him.

The Acts 20:1-3
1 After the uproar had ceased, Paul sent for the disciples, and when he had exhorted them 
and taken his leave of them, he left to go to Macedonia. 
2 When he had gone through those districts and had given them much exhortation, he came 
to Greece. 
3 And there he spent three months, and when a plot was formed against him by the Jews as 
he was about to set sail for Syria, he decided to return through Macedonia. 

Paul was on his way to Jerusalem, where he knew Imprisonment and possibly even Death awaited
him. Yet he was still filled with Thanksgiving.
Some years later, as he was a Prisoner in his own house in Rome, while awaiting an Audience 
before Caesar, Paul was still thankful. While there and in that Condition, he wrote four Epistles 
(Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon), commonly called, the “Prison Epistles”. In
each of those Letters he gives Thanks for the Believers to whom he writes 

Ephesians 1:15-17
15 For this reason I too, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists among you 
and your love for all the saints, 
16 do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers; 
17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of 
wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him.

Philippians 1:3-5
3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you,
4 always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all, 
5 in view of your participation in the gospel from the first day until now. 

Colossians 1:2-8
2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are at Colossae: Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father. 
3 We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,
4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have for all the saints; 
5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word 
of truth, the gospel 
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6 which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and 
increasing,  even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it and 
understood the grace of God in truth; 
7 just as you learned it from Epaphras, our beloved fellow bond-servant, who is a faithful 
servant of Christ on our behalf, 
8 and he also informed us of your love in the Spirit. 

Philemon 4-6
4 I thank my God always, making mention of you in my prayers, 
5 because I hear of your love and of the faith which you have toward the Lord Jesus and 
toward all the saints; 
6 and I pray that the fellowship of your faith may become effective through the knowledge 
of every good thing which is in you for Christ's sake. 

During his 2nd Roman Imprisonment, he may have spent time in the infamous Mamertine Prison. 
If so, we can be sure he was thankful even there, although the city sewage system actually ran 
through the Prison. The Story is that when the cells were filled to capacity, the sewage gates were
opened and all the Inmates would drown in the filthy water, making way for a new batch of 
Prisoners. But Paul's Thankfulness did not rise or fall based on his earthly Circumstances- but on 
the Richness of his Fellowship with his Lord.
The specific Reason for Paul's thankfulness for the Roman Christians was their deep Faith, which 
was being proclaimed throughout the whole world. And from secular History we learn that in 
A.D. 49 Emperor Claudius expelled Jews from Rome, thinking they were all followers of 
someone named, “Chrestus” (an incorrect spelling of “Christ”). Apparently, the Testimony of 
Jewish Christians had so incited the nonbelieving Jews that the Turmoil threatened the Peace of 
the whole city. The Believers had, then, a powerful, Testimony not only in the city, but 
throughout the whole world. What a Commendation!
But by the term, “Faith”- Paul was not referring to the initial Trust in Christ that brings Salvation 
but to the persevering Trust that brings spiritual Strength and Growth. And Faith like that also 
may bring severe Persecution. Believers in Rome lived in the “lion's den”, as it were, yet they 
lived out their Christian Faith with Integrity and Credibility. 
Some churches today are famous because of their Pastor; their Architecture; their stained- glass 
Windows; or their Size or Wealth. But the Church in Rome was famous because of its Faith. It 
was a Fellowship of genuinely redeemed Saints through whom the Lord Jesus Christ manifested 
His Life and Power, to such an extent- that their Character was known everywhere.
A thankful Heart for those to whom one ministers is essential to genuine, biblical “spiritual 
Service”. The Christian, who is trying to serve God's people, however needy they may be, 
without Gratitude in his heart for what the Lord has done for them and in them- will find his 
Service lacking Joy. And without serving with Joy- all we have left- is humanly engineered will-
power.  So, the main ingredient in ALL “spiritual Service” MUST be genuine Joy that flows out 
from genuine Love for the people and for what God has done in them and for them.  Paul could 
usually find a Cause for Thanks so that he could honor the Lord for what had been done already; 
and great Hope for what God would use him to do.
Superficial Believers are seldom Satisfied- and therefore, they are seldom Thankful. Because they
focus on their own Appetites for things of the world- and that causes them to be more Resentful 
than Thankful. A thankless Heart is a Selfish, Self-centered, and Legalistic Heart. And a man like 
that- cannot help anyone spiritually.  Paul had a thankful heart because he continually focused on 
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what God was doing in his own Life; in the Lives of other faithful Believers; and in the 
Advancement of His Kingdom throughout the world.  So, a Thankful Spirit is a Requirement for 
“spiritual Service”. 
2. A CONCERNED SPIRIT

Romans 1:9&10 
9 For God, whom I serve in my spirit in the preaching of the gospel of His Son, is my 
witness as to how unceasingly I make mention of you, 
10 always in my prayers making request, if perhaps now at last by the will of God I may 
succeed in coming to you.

The second Mark of true spiritual Service is what this Apostle demonstrated throughout his entire 
saved Life- a Concerned Spirit.  
So, even though he was very grateful for what had been and what was being done in the Lord's 
Work there in the Church at Rome- Paul was also deeply concerned about balancing those off 
with what yet needed to be done.  And it is in this Section where we find the key Passage that has 
to do with all of verses 8-15:

God, whom I serve in my spirit. 

Now the Greek word, latreuœ, is always used throughout the New Testament to describe our 
religious “Service”.  And this word is sometimes translated as, "Worship." So, except for two 
References to the “service” of pagan idols, this term is used in Reference to the Worship and 
Service of the one, true, and living God. The greatest Worship any Believer can offer to God- is 
devoted, pure, and heart-felt Ministry.
Godly Service calls for total, unreserved Commitment. Paul served God with everything he had, 
beginning with his own spirit, that is, flowing out of a deep Desire in his soul. In chapter 12 of 
this same Letter, he appeals to all believers, 

1… by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 
2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind,
so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and 
perfect. 

Paul used a similar Statement about true Worship in writing to the Church at Philippi: 

Philippians 3:3
for we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus
and put no confidence in the flesh, 

When his shipmates had given up all Hope of surviving the fierce storm on the Mediterranean Sea
as they sailed to Rome, the Apostle assured them, 

The Acts 27:22-25
22 Yet now I urge you to keep up your courage, for there will be no loss of life among you, 
but only of the ship. 
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23 For this very night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve stood before 
me,
24 saying, 'Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar; and behold, God has 
granted you all those who are sailing with you.'
25 Therefore, keep up your courage, men, for I believe God that it will turn out exactly as I 
have been told. 

Paul could declare to Timothy, 

2Timothy 1:3a
I thank God, whom I serve with a clear conscience …

Because he served God from a sincere Heart, he also served with a clear Conscience. Paul's 
Worship and Service were absolutely related. His Worship was an Act of Service, and his Service
was an Act of Worship.
Because his young friend had periodically stumbled spiritually, Paul admonished Timothy: 

2Timothy 2:15
Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be 
ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth. 

… and then a few verses later he also warned him: 

2Timothy 2:22b
… flee from youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who 
call on the Lord from a pure heart. 

Paul's primary Service to God was the preaching of the Gospel of His Son, the Ministry to which 
the Lord had called him; and to which he gave every breath of his Life. But as he goes on to 
explain, that Service to God included deep, personal Concern for everyone who believed the 
Gospel, whether they had heard it from him or from someone else. So, he was not concerned for 
the saints in Rome because they were "his Converts" (which they were not), but because he and 
they were Brothers and Sisters- who had the same spiritual Father through trusting in the same 
Divine Son as their Savior.
As he mentions several times in the opening of this Epistle (1:10-11,15), and reiterates near the 
Closing (15:14,22), he was writing to the Roman Church somewhat as an “outsider” and a 
“stranger”- humanly speaking. And that Fact makes his intense Concern for these Believers even 
more remarkable and touching.
Perhaps because most of them did not know him personally, Paul here calls the Lord as Witness 
to his sincere Love and Concern for his spiritual Brothers and Sisters at Rome. He knew that God,
Who knows the real Motive and Sincerity of every heart (cf. 1Corinthians 4:5), would testify as 
to how unceasingly he made mention of them always in his Prayers. So, Paul was not repeating 
himself by using both “unceasingly” and “always”.  He was simply giving them both a negative 
and positive 
Expression of his great Concern.
So, even though he rejoiced in and gave thanks for their great Faithfulness, he knew that apart 
from God's continuing Provision even strong Faith falters. Those saints were therefore always in 
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his Prayers. So, we see that the faithful Saint needs the Prayer Support of fellow Believers as 
much as the Saint who is Unfaithful.
Paul also assured the saints of Thessalonica that 

2Thessalonians 1:11&12
11 … we pray for you always, that our God will count you worthy of your calling, and fulfill
every desire for goodness and the work of faith with power, 
12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus will be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to 
the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

… and in his earlier Letter the Apostle admonished these Believers to have a Devotion to 
unceasing Prayer, when he wrote, 

1Thessalonians 5:17
pray without ceasing; 

Paul also counseled the Ephesian believers to 

Ephesians 6:18-20
18 With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on 
the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, 
19 and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to
make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 
20 for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I 
ought to speak. 

… and toward the end of his Romans Letter Paul pleads: 

Romans 15:30b-32
30 … I urge you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive 
together with me in your prayers to God for me,
31 that I may be rescued from those who are disobedient in Judea, and that my service for 
Jerusalem may prove acceptable to the saints; 
32 so that I may come to you in joy by the will of God and find refreshing rest in your 
company.

So, even though Paul does not specifically state the particular Petitions he made on behalf of the 
Roman Christians, we can safely assume they were similar to those he mentions in his other 
Letters. 

Ephesians 3:14-19
14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 
15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name, 
16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with 
power through His Spirit in the inner man, 
17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and 
grounded in love, 

Page | 12



18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height 
and depth, 
19 and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to 
all the fullness of God. 

That is praying in depth! Paul prayed that those saints would be strengthened by the Holy Spirit; 
that Christ would be at Home in their Hearts; that they would be filled with God's own Love; and 
that they would be made Perfect in His Truth and Likeness!
And Paul prayed that the Believers in Philippi would abound in Love… 

Philippians 1:9b-11
9 … still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment, 
10 so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and 
blameless until the day of Christ; 
11 having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to 
the glory and praise of God. 

… and he assured the Colossian Church: 

Colossians 1:9-12
9 For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and 
to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding, 
10 so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, 
bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 
11 strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all 
steadfastness and patience; joyously 
12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints 
in Light. 

So, the Content of all Paul's Prayers was spiritual. He prayed for individual Believers, but he also 
offered many Prayers for entire groups of Believers. He prayed that their hearts would be knit 
together with the Heart of God and to each other; that their Knowledge of His Word would be 
made complete; and that their Obedience to His Will would be made Perfect. So, from this we 
sese that the Depth, Intensity, and Consistency of Prayer is what reveals the Depth, Intensity, and 
Consistency of Concern.
 
3. A WILLING AND SUBMISSIVE SPIRIT

Romans 1:10b
… making request, if perhaps now at last by the will of God I may succeed in coming to you.

The Apostle Paul not only prayed for the spiritual well-being of the Roman Church- but was very 
eager to be used by God as an Instrument to help answer that Prayer- according to His Divine 
Will. The Christian Church has always been full of people who are quick to criticize- but contains
very few- who are willing to be used by God to actually solve the Problems they say they are 
concerned about.
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Many Christians are much more willing to give Money to an “Outreach Ministry” than they are to
actually engage lost sinners themselves. A man once came up to me after a Worship Service and 
suggested that the Church provide a large sum of Money to create a sophisticated telephone 
answering Service that would give a Gospel Message to callers, when placed on hold. But when I 
asked that man why he was so concerned about that- he replied that he was worried that his 
neighbor wasn’t saved.  So, I asked him, "Why don't you just go over and tell him the gospel 
yourself?"
It is much easier, and therefore more attractive to the Flesh, to pray for others to be used by the 
Lord than to pray that He use us. But like Isaiah, when Paul heard the Lord's Call for Service or 
saw a spiritual Need, he said, 

Isaiah 6:8b
Here am I. Send me

There is, of course, an important Place for praying for others in the Lord's Service. But the true 
Measure of our Concern for His Work is our Willingness for Him to use US.
Paul had been making Request to God for a long time that he could visit the Church in Rome in 
order to minister to them and to be ministered to by them:

Romans 1:11&12
11 For I long to see you so that I may impart some spiritual gift to you, that you may be 
established; 
12 that is, that I may be encouraged together with you while among you, each of us by the 
other's faith, both yours and mine. 

… so, apparently, he hoped to make the Journey soon, saying, 

Romans 1:10b
… if perhaps now at last by the will of God I may succeed in coming to you.

Paul's Eagerness to serve God was always directed by the Will of God. He did not serve in the 
direction of his own Desires and Insight but according to the Will of the One he served. When the
Prophet Agabus dramatically predicted the Danger that awaited Paul in Jerusalem, the Apostle's 
friends begged him not to go. 

The Acts 21:10-14
10 As we were staying there for some days, a prophet named Agabus came down from 
Judea. 
11 And coming to us, he took Paul's belt and bound his own feet and hands, and said, "This 
is what the Holy Spirit says: 'In this way the Jews at Jerusalem will bind the man who owns 
this belt and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.'"
12 When we had heard this, we as well as the local residents began begging him not to go up
to Jerusalem. 
13 Then Paul answered, "What are you doing, weeping and breaking my heart? For I am 
ready not only to be bound, but even to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus."
14 And since he would not be persuaded, we fell silent, remarking, "The will of the Lord be 
done!"
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Now when first confronted with the biblical Truth about God’s absolute Sovereignty- 
many begin to ask, "If God is going to sovereignly Accomplish what He plans to do anyway, what
is the Purpose of Praying?" And there are several Answers to that- but Dr. Donald Grey 
Barnhouse (1895-1960) designed an Analogy to illustrate the Relationship of a believer's Prayers 
to God's Sovereignty:

“We will suppose the case of a man who loves violin music. He has the means to buy for himself 
a very fine violin, and he also purchases the very best radio obtainable. He builds up a library of 
the great musical scores, so that he is able to take any piece that is announced on the radio, put it 
on his music stand, and play along with the orchestra. The announcer says that Mr. Ormandy and 
the Philadelphia Orchestra are going to play Beethoven's seventh symphony. The man in his 
home puts that symphony on his stand and tunes his violin with what he hears coming from the 
orchestra. The music that comes from the radio we might call, “Foreordained”. Ormandy is going 
to follow the score just as Beethoven wrote it. The man in his living room starts to scratch away 
at the first violin part. He misses beats, he loses his place and finds it again, he breaks a string, 
and stops to fix it. The music goes on and on. He finds his place again and plays on after his 
fashion to the end of the symphony. The announcer names the next work that is to be played and 
the fiddler puts that number on his rack. Day after week after month after year, he finds pleasure 
in scraping his fiddle along with the violins of the great orchestras. Their music is determined in 
advance. What he must do is to learn to play in their tempo, in their key, and to follow the score 
as it has been written in advance. If he decides that he wants to play Yankee Doodle when the 
orchestra is in the midst of a Brahm's number, there's going to be dissonance and discord in the 
man's house but not in the Academy of Music. After some years of this the man may be a rather 
creditable violin player and may have learned to submit himself utterly to the scores that are 
written and follow the program as played. Harmony and joy come from the submission and 
cooperation.”
So, it is with the Plan of God. It is rolling toward us, unfolding day by day, as He has planned it 
before the Foundation of the World. There are those who fight against it and who must ultimately 
be cast into outer Darkness because He will not have in His heaven those who proudly resist Him.
This cannot be tolerated any more than the authorities would permit a man to bring his own violin
into the Academy of Music and start to play Shostakovich when the program called for Bach. The
score of God's plan is set forth in the Bible. In the measure that I learn it, submit myself to it, and 
seek to live in accordance with all that is therein set forth, I shall find myself in joy and in 
harmony with God and His plans. If I set myself to fight against it, or disagree with that which 
comes forth, there can be no peace in my heart and life. If in my heart I seek to play a tune that is 
not the melody the Lord has for me, there can be nothing but dissonance. Prayer is learning to 
play the tune that the eternal plan of God calls for and to do that which is in harmony with the 
will of the Eternal Composer and the Author of all that is true harmony in life and living.1 

The popular Practice of demanding things from God and expecting Him to meet those 
Demands is both perverted and heretical.  It is an Attempt to sway God's perfect and holy Will to 
our own imperfect and sinful Will.  It is a sinful Practice.  Paul sought the Advancement of God's 
Kingdom and Glory through God's Will- not his own.

1 The Invisible War: The Panorama of the Continuing Conflict Between Good and Evil; Donald Grey Barnhouse; 1980; pages 122-
123  
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Self-styled Messiahs are always Megalomaniacs. They have grandiose Schemes for 
winning the world for Christ. They always think big, and their plans seldom show Evidence of 
being limited by God's Plans, which, from a human Perspective, sometimes seem Small and 
Insignificant. Jesus' earthly Ministry did not focus on converting the great Leaders of His day or 
evangelizing the great cities. He chose twelve- very ordinary men to train as His Apostles, and 
most of His Teaching took place in insignificant, often isolated, parts of Palestine. He did not 
raise large sums of money; or attempt to use the Influence of important people to His Advantage. 
His sole Purpose was to do His Father's Will- in His Father's Way- and in His Father's Time. That
is the highest Goal for us, as well. 
 
4. A LOVING SPIRIT

Romans 1:11 
For I long to see you in order that I may impart some spiritual gift to you, that you may be 
established;

Another Mark of genuine spiritual Service is a loving Spirit. Paul wanted to visit the 
Roman Believers in order to serve them lovingly- in God's Name. He did not want to go as a 
tourist to see the famous Appian Way; or the Forum; or the Coliseum; or visit the chariot races. 
He wanted to go to Rome to give of himself, not to entertain or indulge himself.

The Christian, who looks on his Service to the Lord as a means of receiving Appreciation 
and personal Satisfaction is inevitably subject to Disappointment and Self-pity. But the one who 
focuses on giving- never has such Problems. Paul's Ministry Goal was:

Colossians 1:28&29
28 We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so 
that we may present every man complete in Christ. 
29 For this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily 
works within me.

The Apostle's loving Spirit is reflected beautifully in his first Letter to Thessalonica: 

1Thessalonians 2:5-12
5 For we never came with flattering speech, as you know, nor with a pretext for greed —
God is witness— 
6 nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others, even though as apostles 
of Christ we might have asserted our authority. 
7 But we proved to be gentle among you, as a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own 
children. 
8 Having so fond an affection for you, we were well-pleased to impart to you not only the 
gospel of God but also our own lives, because you had become  very dear to us. 
9 For you recall, brethren, our labor and hardship, how working night and day so as not to 
be a burden to any of you, we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. 
10 You are witnesses, and so is God, how devoutly and uprightly and blamelessly we 
behaved toward you believers; 
11 just as you know how we were exhorting and encouraging and imploring each one of you
as a father would his own children, 
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12 so that you would walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own 
kingdom and glory. 

The foremost Characteristic of genuine Love is selfless Giving, and it was out of such 
Love that Paul assured the Church in Corinth, 

2Corinthians 12:15a
I will most gladly spend and be expended for your souls…

A Willingness to “spend” here was a Willingness to use all his Resources and Energy in 
their Behalf, and a Willingness to be “spent” was a Willingness to die for them- if necessary.

Paul was burdened for the physical Welfare of the Roman believers, but his overriding 
concern was for their spiritual well-being, and therefore his principal purpose for longing to see 
them was that he might impart to them some spiritual Gift.

And the Gift Paul wanted to impart was “spiritual” not only in the sense of being in the 
spiritual Realm but in the sense that it had its Source in God the Holy Spirit. Because he was 
writing to Believers, Paul was not speaking about the free Gift of Salvation through Christ about 
which he speaks in Romans 5:15-16. Nor could he have been speaking about the Gifts he 
discusses in chapter 12, because those Gifts are bestowed directly by the Spirit Himself, not 
through a human Instrument. He must therefore have been using the term, “spiritual Gift” in its 
broadest sense, referring to any kind of divinely-Empowered spiritual Benefit he could bring to 
the Roman Christians by preaching, teaching, exhorting, comforting, praying, guiding, and 
disciplining.

Whatever particular Blessings the Apostle had in mind, they were not of the superficial, 
self-centered sort that many members of the modern Church seem to crave today. He was not 
interested in “tickling their ears” or satisfying their religious Curiosity.

2Timothy 4:3-5
3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have 
their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own 
desires, 
4 and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths. 
5 But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your 
ministry. 

Paul said he wanted to “impart” the spiritual Blessings in order for the Roman believers to
be “established”. 

Ephesians 4:11-16
11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some 
as pastors and teachers, 
12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of 
Christ; 
13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a 
mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 
14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried 
about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;
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15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, 
even Christ, 
16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, 
according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for 
the building up of itself in love. 

5. A Humble Spirit

Romans 1:11&12
11 For I long to see you so that I may impart some spiritual gift to you, that you may be 
established; 
12 that is, that I may be encouraged together with you while among you, each of us by the 
other's faith, both yours and mine. 

Here, the Apostle assures them that a visit would be to his Benefit as well as theirs. 
Although he was a highly-gifted and greatly-used Apostle, having received “revealed Truth” 
directly from God- Paul never thought that he was above being spiritually edified by other 
believers.

That truly thankful, concerned, willing, submissive, and loving Spirit is also a humble 
Spirit. And the person, who is blessed to have such a Spirit never has a feeling of spiritual 
Superiority and never “lords it over” those he serves in Christ's Name.

1Peter 5:1-4
1 Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the 
sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, 
2 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but 
voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; 
3 nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the 
flock. 
4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 

… so, to “lord it over” is to act in such a way that shows that the Leader thinks (and believes) that
he is superior to the people he is leading.  And God the Holy Spirit, through the Apostle Peter 
condemns that kind of Behavior.  

So, when he was commenting on this Passage- the great Reformed Teacher, John Calvin 
said,

"Note how modestly he expresses what he feels by not refusing to seek strengthening from 
inexperienced beginners. He means what he says, too, for there is none so void of gifts in the 
Church of Christ who cannot in some measure contribute to our spiritual progress. Ill will and 
pride, however, prevent our deriving such benefit from one another"2

And immediately after he warned the Elders not- to “lord it over” those given to their care
but rather to be Examples to them in verses 1-4- Peter then went on to advise both the older and 
younger men of the Church,

2 John Calvin, The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Romans and to the Thessalonians [Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1960], p. 24
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1Peter 5:5-7
5 You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves 
with humility toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES 
GRACE TO THE HUMBLE. 
6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the 
proper time, 
7 casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you. 

The Apostle Paul held the distinction of being one of the greatest Theologians who ever 
lived. Yet he was also one of the most- humble men who ever lived.  He was blessed beyond 
measure, but in his writings- he never came across as having “spiritual Pride” or “intellectual 
Arrogance”.  So, in his own mind- he had not attained any spiritual Perfection- even though he 
genuinely pursued it.

Philippians 3:7-21
7 But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of 
Christ. 
8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but 
rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 
9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, 
but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the 
basis of faith, 
10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His 
sufferings, being conformed to His death; 
11 in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. 
12 Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that
I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 
13 Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: 
forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 
14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
15 Let us therefore, as many as are perfect, have this attitude; and if in anything you have a 
different attitude, God will reveal that also to you; 
16 however, let us keep living by that same  standard to which we have attained. 
17 Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the 
pattern you have in us. 
18 For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are 
enemies of the cross of Christ, 
19 whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, 
who set their minds on earthly things. 
20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ; 
21 who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His 
glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.

Paul was always eager to be spiritually helped by all the Believers in the Roman church, 
young as well as old; mature as well as immature. But it is truly sad that many learned and gifted 
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Leaders in the modern Church not only think they are above learning from; or being helped by- 
younger and less-experienced Believers.  And it is a terrible mistake that less-experienced 
Believers, many times, think they have nothing to offer their Leaders.

When he was about to board a ship to India to begin missionary Service there, some of 
William Carey's (1761-1834) friends asked if he really wanted to go through with his Plans. 
Expressing his great Desire for their Support in Prayer, he is said to have replied, 

"I will go down [into the pit itself] if you will hold the rope"3

6. A Fruitful Spirit

Romans 1:13
I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that often I have planned to come to you (and 
have been prevented so far) so that I may obtain some fruit among you also, even as among 
the rest of the Gentiles. 

Many times, Paul used a phrase such as “I do not want you to be unaware” as a Means of 
calling Attention to something of great Importance he was about to say. He used it to introduce 
his Teaching about such things as: 

 The Mystery of God's Calling Gentiles to Salvation (Romans 11:25)
 Spiritual Gifts (1Corinthians 12:1)
 The Second Coming of Jesus (1Thessalonians 4:13) 

… but here he used it to introduce his determined Plan to visit the saints at Rome. 
So, as far as his own Plans were concerned, the Apostle would have come to the saints in 

Rome long beforehand- had he not been prevented from doing so.  And his Intent was not to 
make a “social Call” but to obtain some godly Fruit among the Believers in Rome- even among 
the rest of the Gentiles to whom he ministered.
Paul's Ministry was actually a relentless Quest for spiritual Fruit in those he had influenced for 
Jesus. And that means that his Preaching, Teaching, and Writing were not “Ends in themselves”. 
So, from that we say that the Purpose of all true Ministry for God- is to bear Fruit in His Name; 
with His Power; and to His Glory.  And that is why Jesus had so much to say about God’s people 
“bringing forth godly Fruit.” 

John 15:1-17
1 "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 
2 "Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that 
bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit. 
3 "You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 
4 "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the 
vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 
5 "I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much 
fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. 
6 "If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they 
gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned. 

3 S. Pearce Carey, William Carey [London: The Carey Press, 1934], pp. 117-18 
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7 "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 
done for you. 
8 "My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples. 
9 "Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love. 
10 "If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My 
Father's commandments and abide in His love. 
11 "These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may 
be made full. 
12 "This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you. 
13 "Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. 
14 "You are My friends if you do what I command you. 
15 "No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but 
I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made 
known to you. 
16 "You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear 
fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name 
He may give to you. 
17 "This I command you, that you love one another. 

Now in regard to “spiritual Life”, the Bible uses the term, “Fruit” in four different Ways. 

1. As a Metaphor for the Attitudes that characterize the Spirit-led Believer
2. As a Metaphor for the unmistakable Proof that the individual has experienced the Miracle 

of the New Birth
3. As a Reference to Action
4. As involving Addition- through both the increase of Converts; and the increase of their 

own individual spiritual Growth

… so, let’s look at all four of these Ways.

1. “Fruit” is used as a Metaphor for the Attitudes that characterize the Spirit-led Believer

Galatians 5:16-26
16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 
17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these 
are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please. 
18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law. 
19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 
20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, 
factions, 
21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I
have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of 
God. 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 
24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires. 
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25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 
26 Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another.

Now much has been written and taught about the “Gifts” of God the Holy Spirit over the last 
100 years- yet, sadly, much of what has been said and written is simply not true.  But there are 
very important Distinctions between the “Gifts of the Spirit” as opposed to the “Fruit of the 
Spirit” that we need to know and apply.  And among those Distinctions are:

 God the Spirit sovereignly distributes the Gifts, “just as He wills” (1Corinthians 12:11b)
 The Gifts of the Spirit operate “on occasion” and “by times”- orchestrated by God the 

Holy Spirit. (1Corinthians 12:4-11)
 Several of the Gifts of the Spirit are NOT permanent (1Corinthians 13:8)
 The Gifts are divided into various Groups like, “Sign Gifts”; “Ministry Gifts” and 

“Operational Gifts”. (1Corintians 12, 13, 14; Romans 12) 
 One individual may have more than one Gift- but no single Believer has ALL the Gifts 

(1Corintians 12:11)
 Each individual Believer should have ALL nine spiritual Fruit (Galatians 5:16-26)
 Spiritual Fruit is to “increase” in each Believer and become more and more Prominent 

(John 15:1-11)
 Spiritual Fruit is to “remain” (John 15:16)

2. “Fruit” is used as a Metaphor for the Unmistakable Proof that the Individual has 
Experienced the Miracle of the New Birth

John 15:1-8
1 "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 
2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears 
fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit. 
3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.
4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the 
vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 
5 I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much 
fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. 
6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they 
gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned. 
7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done
for you.
8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples. 

There has been a lot of “theological gymnastics” that has gone on for many years 
concerning verse 2 that says,

Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears 
fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit.  

Many interpret what Jesus was saying here to mean that anyone who is “in Me (Jesus)” is 
saved.  And so, the theory goes, that if genuinely saved people don’t bear godly Fruit- Jesus will 
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“take them away”- meaning remove them in Death.  This is one of the Passages in the Bible that 
gives Credibility to the false Teaching that those who have truly been saved can lose their 
Salvation- if they don’t bear enough godly Fruit.

This is a very confusing and wicked Teaching- because who among us bears 
enough Fruit?  We could always do better.  And if Jesus is going to kill us because 
we haven’t arrived at spiritual Perfection- then none of us have any Hope at all.  
What Jesus was actually saying in verse 2 is to recognize the Reality that only God knows who 
belongs to Him.  Because we are fallen creatures- we have an enormous capacity to be deceived 
about ourselves.  So, we simply cannot trust the “spiritual diagnosis” that we make about 
ourselves- which is why the Bible was written.  We are to read the Bible and compare what it 
commands to our own lives.  And when we see that we do not measure up to the biblical 
Standards- we are to repent and cry out to God that He would grant us the Wisdom and Power to 
obey the Commands of Scripture.

So, there are people, who are in the visible Church, who appear to us to be saved- but 
who, in Reality, are not.  And those people are simply deceived about whatever “Salvation 
experience” they lay claim to have had.  And so, when those people don’t bear the godly Fruit 
that Jesus speaks of here in John 15- Jesus “takes them away” in the sense that the Spirit of 
Jesus compels the Leadership of the Church to utilize the Gift and Means of Church Discipline to 
either bring about Conversion or to remove them from the Church.    

The “Fruit of Conversion” is the automatic Response that the individual has when he 
comes in contact with God in the Miracle of the New Birth.  The Nature of that individual has 
been radically and completely transformed- to where now- that person now loves God as well as 
the “things of the Spirit of God” (1Corinthians 2:14).
And the natural, normal, and automatic Response to loving God- is that the individual no longer 
desires to rebel against God or His Law.  He now has a powerful Desire to submit to God and to 
the Authority of sacred Scripture- in his daily Life.  And it is from that Desire and Love where all 
the effort to obey God flows from.
In other words, “bearing godly Fruit” is simply another way of understanding what our Effort to 
obey God and His Word looks like.  Because true Salvation gives us both the Desire and the 
Power to Obey God and His Word.  And it is our Obedience that brings forth our Righteousness.  
So, the ultimate Goal of Salvation is- biblical Righteousness.  Yet the Righteousness that comes 
forth from our effort to obey God and His Word will NEVER be without Flaw.  It will NEVER 
be Perfect.  Why?  Because we are Human. 

So, our own, personal, intrinsic Righteousness (Fruit) will NEVER be good enough to 
allow us Entrance into Heaven.  For Heaven- we need the imputed Righteousness of Jesus Christ- 
that we receive by Faith alone.  

But nevertheless, our Struggle to obey- does bring forth a development; and a betterment 
of our own, intrinsic, personal Righteousness.   And that means that- more than the actual 
Obedience itself- it is the ongoing Struggle to obey (that is birthed in a genuine Desire to obey; as
well as the truthful Love of God) that precipitates all of the “bearing” of godly Fruit. 

In a third Way, “spiritual Fruit” refers to Action,

Romans 6:22
But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting 
in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life. 
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… which is “Holy Living”. So, the active Fruit of a Christian's lips is Praise…

Hebrews 13:15
Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit 
of lips that give thanks to His name. 

… while the active Fruit of a Believer’s hands is Giving

Philippians 4:16&17
16 for even in Thessalonica you sent a gift more than once for my needs. 
17 Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit which increases to your account. 
(the word, “profit” here has to do with spiritual Fruit) 

In a forth Way- “spiritual Fruit” involves “Addition”, both the increase of Converts to 
Christ as well as the increase of each Convert’s spiritual Growth in Him. Paul spoke of Epaenetus
as being "the first Convert [lit., “firstfruit”] to Christ from Asia"

Romans 16:5
also greet the church that is in their house. Greet Epaenetus, my beloved, who is the first 
convert to Christ from Asia. 

Among the Believers in Rome- the Fruit Paul longed for was of the third Kind, 
“Addition”. And it included both new Converts and the ongoing maturation (Sanctification) of 
those who had already been converted.  They were “Spiritual Fruit” in the broadest sense of being
the Product (Result) of the Gospel's Power in people’s Lives- both to initially save and then to 
ongoingly sanctify. The Apostle wanted to be used to help the Roman Church grow through new 
Converts and grow in Sanctification, which includes growth in their humble and joyful Obedience
to Jesus Christ. When, some years later, he wrote to the Philippian Church from Rome, he was 
able to give Greetings even from Believers within "Caesar's household".

Philippians 4:22
All the saints greet you, especially those of Caesar's household. 

… which were Believers that Paul may have personally been instrumental in bringing to Christ.
Now as we have already seen- there are those who strive, “in the Name of the Lord's 

Work” to achieve Prestige or Acceptance or Money or Crowds or Influence. But a real Christian, 
who serves from the heart, and whose spiritual Service is genuine- strives only to be used of the 
Lord- so he may glorify Him. The Christian who settles for less is one who is weak and who 
serves out of Compulsion or Obligation- but NOT out of Joy and Delight.

Nothing is more encouraging to Pastors, Elders, and other Church Leaders than to see 
spiritual Results in the Lives of those to whom they minister. Nothing is more deeply rewarding 
than the lasting Joy of leading others to Jesus or helping them grow to be Strong in the Lord.

1Corinthians 16:13
Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. 

7. An Obedient Spirit 
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Romans 1:14 
I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish. 

Here, Paul continues to talk about his own Attitudes and Reasons for Ministry, explaining 
that he did not preach or teach the Gospel because of personal Reasons or because the Divine Call
seemed Attractive, but because he was under Obligation. 

1Corinthians 9:16&17
16 For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for I am under compulsion; for woe
is me if I do not preach the gospel. 
17 For if I do this voluntarily, I have a reward; but if against my will, I have a stewardship 
entrusted to me.

When the Lord first called him to Salvation and, later, to his Apostleship, Paul was 
certainly NOT promoting the Gospel.  Instead, he was bent on destroying it at all Costs. So, here, 
he seems to be saying to the Romans, in effect, "Don't thank me for wanting to minister to you. 
Although I love you and sincerely want to visit you, I was sovereignly appointed to this Ministry 
long before I had a personal Desire for it" (cf. 1 Corinthians 9:16 ff.).

Every sincere Pastor, Elder, and other Church Leader knows there are times when 
Ministry is its own Reward- when Study; Preparation; Teaching; and Shepherding are 
exhilarating in and of themselves. But there are other times, however, when the Work does not 
seem very Attractive, and yet those who have been called- continue to study; prepare; teach; and 
shepherd because they are “under Obligation” to God and to those they are serving. But that is 
NOT a revealed Fault of the Ministry.  

Those times when obeying Jesus in the Ministry is carried out through a Leader seeing his
Service as an “Obligation” and/or a “Duty”- and NOT a Joy and Delight- are simply the Result of
that individual Leader wrestling with his own internal Struggles with Sin; Compromise; and 
Worldliness- and he is personally “fighting for Joy” himself.  Yes, he is obeying out of 
“Obligation” and/or “Duty”- but only until he can climb into that Place where he is serving with 
Joy and Delight.  

But one thing a Leader can NEVER do- is to simply stop or quit- because things are 
difficult and hard.  That is NEVER acceptable to God.  We must remember that Jesus Christ is 
not only our Savior- but He is also our Lord; and we are His Servants; and it is a poor Servant- 
who only serves when he “feels like it”.
So, Paul was “under Obligation” in at least two ways:

1. He was under Obligation to God on behalf of the Gentiles. Because God had appointed
him as a unique “Apostle to the Gentiles” (Romans 1:5; The Acts 9:15), he was under 
“Divine Obligation” to minister the Gospel to them.

2. He also had an “Obligation”, or a “Debt”, to the Roman Believers directly, because 
of their “spiritual Need”. And that is the Kind of Obligation a person has for someone 
whose house is on fire or who is drowning. 

You see, when someone is in great Danger; and we are able to help; we are automatically and 
immediately “under Obligation” to do what we can to save them-  without any Regard to what 
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that Help might do to us or cost us.  And so, because unbelieving Gentiles, like unbelieving Jews, 
face spiritual Death, Paul was, in that sense- obligated to help rescue them through the Gospel.

The phrases, “Greeks and Barbarians” and to the “Wise and to the Foolish” in verse 14- 
seem to be parallel phrases.  So, “Greeks” represented the “Wise”; while “Barbarians” 
represented the “Foolish”. We need to remember that, back in the 1st Century, the term, “Greek” 
was used interchangeably with those who had been formally educated; while the term, 
“Barbarian” was used to describe both the uneducated as well as those who worshipped Idols 
(pagans).  

The Greeks of that day included people from many lands who were educated in Greek 
learning and trained in Greek culture. They were highly sophisticated and were often looked upon
as being on a much higher level (educationally) than others. They certainly looked at themselves 
that way. The Greek language was thought to be the “Language of the gods”; and Greek 
philosophy was thought to be little less than “Divine”.

The term, “Barbarians”, on the other hand, was frequently used to designate those who 
had not been “Hellenized”, that is, not steeped in Greek Learning and Culture (which was thought
to be infinitely superior).  The Greek word for “Barbarian” is, “Onomatopoeic”, having been 
derived from the repetition of the sound "bar." So, to a cultured sophisticated Greek, other 
Languages sounded like so much gibberish and were mimicked by saying "bar, bar, bar, bar." 
So, in its narrowest sense, “Barbarians” referred to the uncultured, uncouth, and uneducated 
masses- but in its wider sense it was used of anyone who was simply “non-Greek”.

Paul was therefore expressing his Responsibility to preach and teach and proclaim the 
Gospel to both the “Educated” and the “Uneducated”; to both the “Sophisticated” as well as the 
“Simple”; and to the “Privileged” and the “Underprivileged” alike.

We need to remember that there is only one, single Gospel.  There is only one Way in 
which God has chosen to “save those who believe” (1Corinthians 1:21b): by hearing; believing 
and obeying the Gospel.  And “the Gospel” is defined as:

The biblical Message of Salvation through the Life; Ministry; Death; and Resurrection of Jesus, 
the Christ.

… and that Gospel is totally sufficient for all kinds of people; who live in different 
Cultures; speak different Languages; who have different Customs; and who live in unique 
financial Circumstances.  

To prove this Point- the very first person Jesus revealed Himself to as “Messiah” was an 
adulterous woman, who had a number of “Husbands” and was, at that moment- living with a man,
who was not her husband. Not only that, but she was a Samaritan- who was despised the Jews. 
Yet Jesus drew her to Himself in loving Compassion, and she was used to bring many of her 
fellow Samaritans to Faith in the Messiah.
John 4:7-29; 39-42
7 There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give Me a drink."
8 For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. 
9 Therefore the Samaritan woman said to Him, "How is it that You, being a Jew, ask me for
a drink since I am a Samaritan woman?" (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 
10 Jesus answered and said to her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to 
you, 'Give Me a drink,' you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living 
water."
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11 She said to Him, "Sir, You have nothing to draw with and the well is deep; where then 
do You get that living water?
12 You are not greater than our father Jacob, are You, who gave us the well, and drank of it
himself and his sons and his cattle?"
13 Jesus answered and said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again; 
14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that 
I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life."
15 The woman said to Him, "Sir, give me this water, so I will not be thirsty nor come all the 
way here to draw."
16 He said to her, "Go, call your husband and come here."
17 The woman answered and said, "I have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You have 
correctly said, 'I have no husband'; 
18 for you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; 
this you have said truly."
19 The woman said to Him, "Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet. 
20 Our fathers worshiped in this mountain, and you people say that in Jerusalem is the 
place where men ought to worship."
21 Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming when neither in this mountain 
nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 
22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the 
Jews. 
23 But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 
spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. 
24 God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."
25 The woman said to Him, "I know that Messiah is coming (He who is called Christ); when
that One comes, He will declare all things to us."
26 Jesus said to her," I who speak to you am He."
27 At this point His disciples came, and they were amazed that He had been speaking with a
woman, yet no one said, "What do You seek?" or, "Why do You speak with her?"
28 So the woman left her waterpot, and went into the city and said to the men, 
29 "Come, see a man who told me all the things that I have done; this is not the Christ, is 
it?"
39 From that city many of the Samaritans believed in Him because of the word of the 
woman who testified, "He told me all the things that I have done."
40 So when the Samaritans came to Jesus, they were asking Him to stay with them; and He 
stayed there two days. 
41 Many more believed because of His word; 
42 and they were saying to the woman, "It is no longer because of what you said that we 
believe, for we have heard for ourselves and know that this One is indeed the Savior of the 
world."

8. An Eager or Bold Spirit

Romans 1:15 
Thus, for my part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.

Page | 27



The Apostle’s external Duty to minister did not override his own genuine desire to fulfill 
that Duty.  Verse 15 tells us that Paul was not only was willing- but he was actually very eager to 
preach the Gospel to the believers in Rome. 

And he was just as eager to preach the Gospel in Rome as he was to go to Jerusalem, even
though he knew that great Danger was waiting on him there. 

The Acts 20:22&23
22 And now, behold, bound by the Spirit, I am on my way to Jerusalem, not knowing what 
will happen to me there, 
23 except that the Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to me in every city, saying that bonds and 
afflictions await me.

In his spirit, Paul was compelled to go because he knew that was God's Will for him. So, 
he said, 

The Acts 20:24
I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so that I may finish my course 
and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of 
the grace of God. 

So, why was Paul so Bold?  Was he simply a “daredevil”?  Was he reckless with Risk?  
No, Paul was a great example of the Boldness that every Believer should have.  Knowing the 
Truth of God’s Word- which contain what the Apostle Peter called, “precious and magnificent 
Promises” (2Peter 1:4b)- is what gave Paul his Boldness.  For example, Paul knew that “to live 
is Christ, and to die is gain" (Philippians 1:21); and that "to be absent from the body [is] to 
be at home with the Lord" (2Corinthians 5:8).

And Paul had the very same Concern for the Roman Believers as for those in Colossae, to 
whom he wrote, 

I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I do my share on behalf of His 
body, which is the church, in filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions (Colossians 
1:24).

Life had but one Value; one Focus for Paul: to do God's Work; to worship God by 
obeying the Call on his Life. So, he was consumed by an eager Desire to serve God, which 
included serving others in God’s Name and to God’s Glory. That absolute Commitment was 
shared by Epaphroditus, who 

… came close to death for the work of Christ… (Philippians 2:30b)

Godly bond-slaves of Jesus like this are like racehorses in the gate or sprinters at the 
starting blocks. They cannot wait to get on with the Race of worshipping Jesus by obeying what 
He has called them to do.

One more Characteristic of this eager or bold Spirit is seen in Romans 1:16-which we 
will study in the next Section.  There, Paul said,

I am not ashamed of the gospel 
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The Apostle knew full well that at that time- Rome was a very dangerous and volatile 
place and a place where Christians had experienced great Persecution. He knew that this capital 
city of the entire Roman Empire was steeped in Immorality and Paganism- including the 
idolatrous Worship of the Emperor.  Paul knew that most Romans would despise him and that 
many probably would try to hurt him or even kill him.  Yet he was “boldly eager” to go there, for 
his Lord's Sake and for the Sake of the Lord's people. 
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