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John 17:1-26, pt. 2 
January 31, 2010 

 
 
Last week, we began looking at the prayer life of Jesus Christ 

- We saw how He prayed with others 
- We saw how He prayed by Himself 

 
But above all, Jesus Christ was a Person of prayer 

- He valued communion with His Father very highly 
 
His prayer life caused His disciples to ask, “Lord, teach us to pray just as John also taught his disciples” (Lk 
11:1) 

- No offense to John, but I would much rather have Jesus teach me to pray, wouldn’t you? 
- That is a no brainer 

 
But this morning we are going to study an actual prayer of Jesus Christ 

- That is found in John 17 
 
We talked about some words that are repeated in John 17 

- World   18x   
- Know   8x  
- Send/sent 7x  
- One   6x   
- Father  6x  
- Glorify  5x  
- Word(s)  5x  
- Love   5x   
- Name   5x  
- Glory   3x  
- Life   2x  
- Joy   1x  

 
These repeated words help us to see what the Lord wanted to emphasize throughout His prayer 
 
The prayer breaks down into three (3) general divisions:1 

- Jesus prays for Himself (17:1-5) 
- Jesus prays for His present disciples (17:6-19) 
- Jesus prays for His future believers (17:20-26) 

 
 

Let’s read John 17 
 
 

I. Jesus prays for Himself (17:1-5) 
 
It may surprise you to read that Christ actually prays for Himself  

- But this isn’t like us praying for ourselves 
- Jesus Christ is God Incarnate 

                                                 
1 Merrill C. Tenney, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Vol. 9, 25. 
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Jesus Christ never uttered a prayer that wasn’t answered 
- That is an amazing reality, isn’t it? 

 
In these first few verses, Christ does pray for Himself2 

- He affirms the glory of the cross (1-2) 
- He expresses the essence of eternal life (3-4) 
- He rejoices in the shared glory of the Father (5) 

 
The cross has become an instrument of shame and humiliation 

- A person would be stripped naked and put on the cross as a public spectacle for all to see 
- That was no different for our Lord 

 
Yet, in spite of this physical shame, there was an element of glory in the Cross 

- The author of Hebrews states that we should fix our eyes on Jesus “the author and perfecter of faith, who 
for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of 
the throne of God” (12:2, emphasis mine) 

 
Jesus was able to look past the physical shame and see the spiritual benefits of enduring the cross 

- Temporary shame was worth the eternal reward 
 
Satan had offered Christ a shortcut to glory early on in His ministry 

- Satan told Jesus, “if You worship before me, it shall all be Yours” (Lk 4:7) 
 
Satan offered Christ the glory without the cross 

- But Jesus knew that the only way to glory was through the shame and pain of the cross 
 
This is why Christ asks the Father, “Father, the hour has come; glorify Thy Son, that the Son may glorify Thee” 
(17:1) 

- The time for the crucifixion had come 
- This would be a time of great glory for the Father 
 

Jesus even defines what it means to have eternal life 
- “And this is eternal life, that they may know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast 

sent” (17:3) 
 
Eternal life is centered on one thing 

- The knowledge of the true God 
 
He doesn’t emphasize how many facts one knows about God 

- Because even the demons “believe, and shudder” (James 2:19) 
 
The focus is on a relationship with God 

- This is, of course, built on facts 
- But it is not exclusively facts 

 
 
 

                                                 
2 John MacArthur, The MacArthur Bible Commentary, 1413.  This helpful outline (and others like it) comes from this extremely 
helpful resource. 



 3 

Christ asks the Father, “And now, glorify Thou Me together with Thyself, Father, with the glory which I had 
with Thee before the world was” (17:5) 

- Jesus affirms His Divine nature through this request 
- He asks to be glorified with the Father 

 
Jesus also talks about the “glory which I had with Thee before the world was” 

- This is amazing to hear of the “glory” that Christ had before the foundation of the world 
 
Throughout the NT, several things are said to have taken place before the world was 

- That God would restore the glory that He had (17:5) 
- Christ affirms the love of the Father that existed before the world was formed (17:24) 
- We were chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world (Eph 1:4) 
- Christ was foreknown by the Father before the foundation of the world (1 Pet 1:20) 

 
Christ’s prayer for Himself was not what we might pray for 

- It wasn’t to be spared the pain of the cross 
- It wasn’t vengeance on those who would administer the pain and suffering 

 
Christ’s prayer was completely God-centered 

- It was focused on the eternal results that would be accomplished through the work of the cross 
o The Father would be glorified 
o Christ Himself would be glorified 
o Believers would come to experience eternal life through the true knowledge of God 

 
Not only does Christ pray for Himself 

- But He also prays for His present disciples 
 
 

II. Jesus prays for His present disciples (17:6-19) 
 
Christ had spent three years with His disciples 

- The twelve men had left everything in order to follow Christ 
- They had spent countless hours with Him 

 
Now Jesus has the opportunity to pray for them3 

- He prays for their knowledge (6-9) 
- He prays for their perseverance (10-12) 
- He prays for their joy (13) 
- He prays for their sanctification (14-17) 
- He prays for their mission (18-19) 

 
Many times through this section of the prayer, Christ affirms that the Father had given these men to Christ 

- The apostles were God’s gift to Christ 
 
These men were precious to Christ 

- He had invested much of His time into their lives 
- Of course, they were sinners and were still very rough around the edges 
- They had not become perfected in their understanding of Scripture or the application of Scripture 

 
                                                 
3 Ibid., 1413. 
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Christ had invested much into these men whom God had called to Himself 
- When you think of the thousands and thousands of people that were in the crowds, it is amazing to think 

that Christ spent most of His time with 12 men 
 
Christ limits His prayer to these disciples 

- Verse nine says, “I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf of the world, but of those whom Thou hast 
given Me; for they are Thine” 

 
Jesus knows that He will be soon be physically removed from these disciples 

- Until now, they have had the protection and presence of God Incarnate with them 
- But in the very near future, that would be removed 

 
In light of this, He prays that God would “keep them in Your name” (17:11) 

- While Jesus would be physically removed from their presence, He intercedes that the Father would 
“keep” them 

- Of course, the Holy Spirit would be sent to indwell them 
 

The thought of the disciples not having the presence of Christ could be one of sorrow 
- But Christ prays “that they may have My joy made full in themselves” (17:13b) 

 
Life would not be easy for these disciples 

- Christ would no longer be physically with them 
- They would have to deal with the hatred of the world around them 
- The world, of course, standing for those who have rejected God’s rule 

 
Contrary to what we might pray for our loved ones, Christ intercedes by saying, “I do not ask Thee to take them 
out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one” (17:15) 

- He does not ask that God would remove them from the world 
o This would, in fact, take them away from their very mission in life 

 
Instead, He prays that God would “keep them from the evil one” 

- Protection from Satan is foremost on the mind of Christ 
- He Himself had dealt with Satan’s temptation throughout His ministry 
- His disciples would have to face them as well 

 
Our Lord also prays for their ongoing sanctification, “Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word is truth” (17:17) 

- The need for the disciples of Christ to become more and more conformed to the image of God was very 
much on the mind of Christ 

 
It is interesting that God limits the means of sanctification to “Your Word” 

- Not outside revelation 
- Not inner promptings 
- Not dreams and visions 

 
But the objective, written revelation of God would be the means of sanctification for these followers of Christ 
 
If I had the power and ability, it would be easy for me to pray that my loved ones be spared from suffering and 
persecution 

- If I could, I would remove them from people who would cause injury to them 
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But trials are part of the Christian life 
- Reaching out to those who afflict us is part of our mission here on Earth 

 
We are not left here to pursue a life of ease and comfort 

- That is not the end result of our lives 
 
God has us here to bring Him glory through two main ends 

- To reach out to the lost in evangelism 
- To minister to believers in edification and equipping 

 
Many groups have tried to shelter themselves from the world 

- We think of monastic groups who have secluded themselves from the world and its temptations 
 
But those people, whether knowingly or not, have failed to embrace a God-given mission in this life 

- Verse 18 says, “As Thou didst send Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world” 
 
Even Christ Himself did not hide from the world during His earthly ministry 

- Rather, He rubbed shoulders with sinners 
- He was even called “a friend of tax-gatherers and sinners” (Lk 7:34) 

 
This is a wonderful prayer that Christ utters 

- He prays for Himself 
- He prays for His present disciples 

 
But He also prays for His future believers 
 
 

III. Jesus prays for His future believers (17:20-26) 
 
Being God, Christ could know the future 

- He knew who would believe in Him 
 
Before the world was even created, He knew who had been elected to eternal life 

- He knew the names that were written in the book of life of the Lamb (Rev 13:8; 17:8; 21:27) 
 
It is humbling to think that Christ was praying for us in this last part of John 17 

- Do you realize that? 
 
Thousands of years before you were physically born, you were known, loved, and prayed for by the Lord Jesus 
Christ 
 
Specifically, Christ prayed for His future followers in three areas:4 

- Their oneness (20-23) 
- Their presence with Him (24-25) 
- Their love (26) 

 
It would be through the word of those apostles that we would hear about Christ (17:20) 

- Today we are standing on the shoulders of the apostles 
- It is through their faithful witness and words that we have come to know the Scriptures 

                                                 
4 Ibid., 1413. 
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We share a special bond with one another because of Christ 
- He is the basis for our fellowship and spiritual commonality 

 
So it shouldn’t surprise us that Christ spends a good bit of time praying for our unity and oneness 
 
Now there is a difference between unity and uniformity 

- Unity is having a common goal, desire, and mission 
- Uniformity is having everything in common 

 
Christ does not pray for His followers to have uniformity 

- We are not to be clones of other Christians 
- We are all different in personal tastes, preferences, and other areas of life 

 
Christ’s concern is for His followers to rally around the truth of God’s Word 

- To major on the majors  
- Not to focus on the minors where we differ 

 
As we experience life together with one another, we grow closer together as a family 

- We grow closer together through trials and suffering 
- We grow closer together through times of joy 

 
The very basis for our unity with one another is the reality of the unity between the Godhead 

- “that they may all be one; even as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be in Us” 
(17:21a) 

- “that they may be one, just as We are one” (17:22b) 
 
Christ also looks ahead to the time when His disciples will be with Him in heaven 

- “Father, I desire that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am, in order that they 
may behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me” (17:24) 

 
It is amazing that Christ prays that all of His followers would be with Him forever 

- This underscores the fact that God wants to have fellowship with us for all eternity 
- What a thought! 

 
Not everyone will have this privilege 

- Only those whom the Father has given to the Son 
 
Lastly, Christ prays for the love of these future believers 

- “I have made Thy name known to them, and will make it known; that the love wherewith Thou didst 
love Me may be in them, and I in them” (17:26) 

 
The love of God is a common theme throughout Scripture 

- We know that He loves His children 
- But we also know that He loves the world, even though many of those in the world will not believe in 

Him (John 3:16) 
 
The human ability to express love is grounded in the love of the Father toward the Son 

- We would not know love apart from God 
- 1 John 4:19 affirms, “We love, because He first loved us” 
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This is an overview of this magnificent prayer of Christ in John 17 
- He prays for Himself 
- He prays for His present believers 
- He prays for His future followers 

 
We can take this prayer and know that He was praying in perfect alignment with the will of God 

- You and I don’t always know what the will of God is 
- But Jesus did 

 
Use these petitions in your own prayer life: 

- God would be glorified 
- Unity would be manifested 
- Love would be displayed 
- Sanctification would be pursued 
- Unbelievers would be converted 
- Believers would be filled with perseverance and joy 
- The Church would be focused on her mission on Earth 
- Our hearts would long for the eternal presence of God 

 
In praying for these things, we will be praying after the pattern of the Master 
 
Next week, we will wrap-up our prayer study 

- We will review the passages we have looked at 
- We will end with some practical issues about prayer 

 


