
 

 

The Church at Ephesus 

 

Acts 18:19 - And he came to Ephesus, and left them there: but he himself entered 

into the synagogue, and reasoned with the Jews. 

 

Ephesians 1:1 - Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints 

which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus: 

 

Ephesians 3:21 - Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all 

ages, world without end. Amen.  

 

Revelation 2:1 - Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he 

that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven 

golden candlesticks; 
 

     In considering the churches of the Bible (specifically at this time, those churches 

which were founded by the apostle Paul), we now consider one of the most prominent of 

these churches - that in the city of Ephesus.  

     Ephesus was one of the largest and most important cities of the Roman Empire 

during the days of the New Testament. The city was located in the Roman province of 

Asia (which was in what is now western Turkey). It was a great commercial city. It was 

very close to the coast of the Aegean Sea, just a few miles north of the seaport city of 

Miletus. Trade routes converged at Ephesus, making it a bustling city of commerce. 

Ephesus was a great political city, being the capital city of the Roman province of Asia. It 

was a great athletic city. This city was dedicated to the worship of the Greek goddess 

Artemis, whom the Romans called Diana; the Temple of Artemis, or Diana, which was 

considered one of the “7 Wonders of the Ancient World”, was located there. One month 

of the year was dedicated to this goddess, and during this month, great athletic contests 

(known as the “Artemisian Games”) were held in Ephesus. It was a great religious city. 

The main goddess of the city was Artemis (Diana), who became identified with fertility 

and reproduction, and was worshiped with licentious and lascivious rites and rituals of 

sexual immorality, making it a very wicked city. But in this city, God placed one of His 

great churches - the church at Ephesus.  

 

1. Paul left Aquila and Priscilla in Ephesus, who did preparatory work in the establishing 

of the church (Acts 18:18-21) 

  This is considered to be the beginning of the church. 

2. Apollos received training in Ephesus from Aquila and Priscilla, grounding him in 

sound, New Testament doctrine (Acts 18:24-26) 

3. Paul baptized 12 followers of John the Baptist in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 

(Acts 19:1-7) 
  This may have been the actual founding of the church in Ephesus.  

4. Paul stayed in Ephesus for 2 years, preaching and teaching (Acts 19:8-10) 

  The expression “…all they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord 

Jesus…” (vs. 10), indicates that other churches were established all over the province 

of Asia during this time. These churches would include the churches of Revelation 



 

 

2-3, the church at Colosse, the church at Hierapolis (Col. 4:13), and other churches. 

5. Paul worked apostolic miracles in Ephesus (Acts 19:11-12), which ultimately resulted 

in God’s Word growing and prevailing in the city (Acts 19:13-20) 

6. The great results that Paul saw in Ephesus caused an idol-maker to lead in inciting a 

riot in the city (Acts 19:23-41) 

  Paul later wrote to the Corinthian church about the persecution he had endured in 

Ephesus (I Cor. 15:32); he may have been speaking of this riot and accompanying 

events when he wrote this to the Corinthians.  

7. Paul met with the elders of the Ephesian church in the town of Miletus, exhorting them 

and informing them that this would be the final time they would see him in this life 

(Acts 20:17-38) 
8. Paul later had Timothy go and abide in Ephesus to teach and instruct the church (I 

Tim. 1:3-4) 
  The great Christian classic Foxe’s Book of Martyrs tells us that at a still later 

time, Timothy was stoned to death in Ephesus for preaching against the idolatry there.  

9. The church in Ephesus is the only New Testament church to receive inspired letters 

from 2 different apostles 

  The apostle Paul was inspired to write the book of Ephesians to this church, then 

later the apostle John was inspired to write a letter to this church which is found in the 

book of Revelation (Rev. 2:1-7). Church history tells us that, after John’s exile on 

Patmos was concluded, he returned to Ephesus and lived the last few years of his life, 

and then died, in this city.  

  This Ephesian church had a uniquely intimate relationship to the New Testament. 

Two New Testament epistles were written to this church (Ephesians & a portion of 

Revelation); another New Testament epistle was possibly written from this place (I 

Corinthians; see I Cor. 16:8); one of the pastors of this church had 2 New 

Testament epistles written to him (Timothy); another of the pastors (John) wrote 5 

books of the New Testament, with 4 of them possibly being written in Ephesus (the 

gospel of John, along with the 3 epistles of John), while a portion of the 5th was 

written to the church at Ephesus (Revelation).  

 

 

Conclusion - What a great and storied history this church at Ephesus had, and what great 

lessons we can learn from this church!  
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