
Revelation Lesson 94
The Second Trumpet: The Fiery, Bloody, Deadly Mountain

Revelation 8:8-9  And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain burning with
fire was cast into the sea: and the third part of the sea became blood;  9  And the third part of the
creatures which were in the sea, and had life, died; and the third part of the ships were destroyed.

Last time we saw the possible effects of a CME (Coronal Mass Ejection) that will burn up the Trees
and all the grass and will likely wipe out all of the Americas and likely the inhabitants of these
lands. But God doesn't let up with the sounding forth of His Wrath. The inhabitants of the Earth
may think the worst is now behind them, but not so for just as the events of the First Trumpet
begin to wind down another blast in Heaven occurrs.....

And the second angel sounded, -  Here we observe that the second angel in line has now
sounded.

and as it were a great mountain – Now folks here is where you need to perk up and pay
attention. Notice that J. Vernon McGee grabs our attention on this: “I want you to notice the exact
language used here. John does not say that a burning mountain …. but rather he indicates that a
great mass or force " —as it were a great mountain. This careful distinction in the use of language
should  be  noted,  especially  since  it  is  the  common  practice  to  lump  together  everything  in
Revelation and call it symbolic.”

Remember folks I've warned yall not to spiritualize everything in Revelation. Some people do and
they stop treating this book like any other book of the Bible and they go bonkers with it. 

Consider  David Guzik (a pastor at  a California Megachurch) says this:  “It  is common to take
this great mountain as a symbol for a nation that will be judged. It is true that mountains are
sometimes used as figures of governments or nations (Jeremiah 51:25, 51:27, 51:30). But in this
context, the symbol doesn't make sense. What does it mean that the great mountain is burning
with fire? What does it mean that it was thrown into the sea?  What does the sea symbolize?
Who  are  the living  creatures  in  the  sea?  What  are  the ships on  the  sea?  What  is  their
destruction a symbol of?” 

Really? Can you get more confusing than that? J. Vernon calls us back to reality: “ The mountain
represents  something as  literal  and tangible...  This literal  mass falls  into the literal  sea,  one-third
becomes literal blood, and one-third of all the literal living creatures in the literal sea die a literal
death. Nothing could be plainer than this. Also, one-third of the literal ships of all literal nations are
literally destroyed. If we just let John say what he wants to, he makes it very clear. There is no use to
try to find some symbol. John doesn't say that this is symbolic. He makes it very clear that a great
mass, a force, is put into the ocean.”

Now the most popular theory on this “great mountain” has been a Comet or Meteor. But Brent Morris
says there are some issues with this theory.

1. A meteor isn't in the shape of a “mountain.” Space rocks are somewhat round and not shaped
like a mountain or pyramid.

2. A meteor can't be burning with fire in space as there is no oxygen in space.
3. If a “burning” meteor hit the ocean whatever fire it may have moving through our atmosphere

would be snuffed out by the water upon impact.
4. After reviewing the Scriptural wording of the First CME being “cast upon the Earth” (from

Heaven) we don't see that type of wording here. [The text] simply says it was cast into the sea.
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5. Morris now theorizes so take this with a grain of salt altough it does (seem) to make sense just
remember this is Morris' idea here: If it were a meteor the wording that would most likely be
used would be that which was used to describe the CME in verse 7 or the falling star in verse 10
(Revelation 8:10  And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven,
burning as  it  were  a  lamp,  and it  fell  upon the third part  of  the  rivers,  and upon the
fountains of waters;) - note “star from heaven.”

Morris concludes his analysis with this idea: So if it's not a meteor then what is the “great mountain
burning with fire” and how does it get into the ocean? I'm here to suggest to you that this is in fact
underwater  volcanism.  OK,  there's  Morris'  seemingly  revolutionary  interpretation.  While  Bible
teachers can give you insight and while you yourself can dig and dig and gain fresh insights too, this
“underwater volcano” idea to me – while intriguing – there is a danger here I think. 

For all these many years – almost all Literal Bible interpretations have concluded this to be a “meteor”
or comet or something mysterious. The idea of this “underwater volcano” to me can only be deduced
from the Scriptural text IF you have a guide. See what I'm saying? While many may not put 2 and 2
together on some ideas – a grasp of certain knowledge combined with that of the – watch it here –
plain reading of the text – can give insights, but when I read the plain Scripture: “...mountain cast into
the sea” the idea of an “underwater volcano” NEVER crossed my mind and hence this interpretation I
think while intriguing is not the correct one. 

While to some like Morris, the Meteor theory sounds kaput, let us note however that this “great thing
that looks like a mountain” is not said to be hurtling through space. My own thoughts at this point will
be brought out when we get to the bloody part. For now let's continue to gather more clues.

burning with fire – Here the understanding is that this thing that looks like a mountain is
literally burning with fire. 

was cast – The Greek word here is BALLO (G906) and means to throw, to exert force and effort,
to smite one with slaps, to buffet. Now here has been the point that has stymied me. I know that
words  have  meanings  and in  1611  God's  Inspired  Word  was  preserved for  us  in  the  English
language. Now this Greek word BALLO is translated several various ways in the New Testament.
We see several renditions in Revelation (see the bold words):

1. Revelation 2:10: "the devil shall cast some of you into prison,"

2. Revelation 2:14: "who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children"

3. Revelation 2:22: "Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery"

4. Revelation 2:24: "of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other"

5. Revelation 4:10: "and worship him that liveth forever and ever, and cast"

6. Revelation 6:13: "earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of"

7. Revelation 8:5: "of the altar, and cast it into the earth: and"

8. Revelation 8:7: "mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and"

9. Revelation 8:8: "mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea: and"

10. Revelation 12:4: "stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth:"

11. Revelation 12:9: "the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil,"

12. Revelation 12:9: "the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and"

13. Revelation 12:9: "and his angels were cast out with him."
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14. Revelation 12:13: "dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted"

15. Revelation 12:15: "And the serpent cast out of his mouth water"

16. Revelation 12:16: "which the dragon cast out of his mouth."

17. Revelation 14:16: "on the cloud thrust in his sickle on the"

18. Revelation 14:19: "And the angel thrust in his sickle into the"

19. Revelation 14:19: "of the earth, and cast it into the great winepress"

20. Revelation 18:19: "And they cast dust on their heads, and cried,"

21. Revelation 18:21: "a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying,"

22. Revelation 18:21: "shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no
more at all."

23. Revelation 19:20: "his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire"

24. Revelation 20:3: "And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up,"

25. Revelation 20:10: "devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire"

26. Revelation 20:14: "death and hell were cast into the lake of fire."

27. Revelation 20:15: "the book of life was cast into the lake of fire."

While the King James Bible Translators worked translating AND interpreting the Word of God –
remember that God had His hand in the process and PRESERVED HIS WORD. So there is no
problem with the text. If there is any problem it arises from man. So the idea here is that looking
at the words – not man's words mind you – we find around this verse – for example in Revelation
8:5 and 8:7 PLAINLY is to Throw. 

While BALLO indeed CAN mean to thrust or push, the word used in our verse is CAST. In 1611 the
highly understood meaning of cast was to throw. The emphasis upon the use of this English word
in this manner AND its use in the surrounding verses appears in the Golden Rule of interpretation
to bear out the idea that this burning mountain is being cast – as in thrown.

Yet, Morris'  idea niggles at the back of my mind – but the CLEAR wording of Scripture here
SCREAMS that Cast refers to throwing.

into the sea: -  Again this burning mountain is thrown into the sea. Now Morris says: “This
sounds like a perfect description of an underwater volcano being cast into the sea by arising up
from the bottom of the ocean floor.”

Again Morris' theory makes sense, but I cannot override the clear idea of the Scripture's wording
in that this thing is burning and looks like a mountain.

Yet the question still begs what is it? There may not be a natural explanation for this. All Johnny-
boy tells us that there is something like a mountain. Could it be a supernaturally formed burning
meteor? An underwater volcano? Possibly, but it resembles a mountain whatever it is.  What we
DO know is that this event IS going to happen. 

Again, J. Vernon McGee says: I do not know what this could [possibly] be, and there are two
reasons for that. First of all, John didn't tell me; he didn't tell anybody, and therefore, I do not
think that anyone has the answer. The second reason is that I don't expect to be here at that time
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to be reading the evening papers. I won't be here to see it. Therefore, this does not concern me too
much, other than it is an awful tragedy that is coming on a Christ-rejecting world which actually
ridicules the Word of God today. This is something that certainly makes the believer sorrowful in
his heart—but it ought to do more than that. It not only ought to affect our hearts; it ought also to
affect our wills and our feet to start us moving to get the Word of God out to the world. That is our
responsibility, and I believe it is a very solemn responsibility. We cannot keep this judgment from
coming to earth, but we can get the Word of God out and reduce the population that will be left on
the earth so that fewer people will go through that terrible time.” To that I say Amen!

and the third part of  the sea became blood – Here many have tried over  the years  to
spiritualize this. I mean when you look at how some people – like 7 th-Day Adventists (who claim
we are IN the Tribulation) – interpret this whole idea of the 2nd Trumpet, you get some wild ideas.
Consider  then the  two major  schools  of  Adventist  thought,  they  says  this  burning  mountain,
hitting the sea and the blood and death and ships being destroyed represents either: The attack of
the Vandals against Rome; Or God's Judgment on Pagan Rome (or the Empire's Fall). Either way
folks you gotta pretty much pull the Scripture apart like taffy to make the interpretation fit the
verse the way you want it. Kinda like I think what happens to a lesser degree with Morris' Volcano
idea. But there are others like the celebrated Matthew Henry and Gill who support the Vandals
interpretation! Really? Come on folks remember – when the plain sense of the Scripture makes
sense – seek no other sense!

Consider the words of the Revelation Online Commentary: “Destruction is focused against one-
third of the salt water of the earth. Salt water becomes blood. We see no reason not to take this
text literally. As the Nile became blood for Moses, one-third of salt water will do the same.” 

That being said let us turn back and recall HOW the Nile became blood - “Exodus 7:14-25  And the
LORD said unto Moses, Pharaoh's heart is hardened, he refuseth to let the people go.  15  Get thee
unto Pharaoh in the morning; lo, he goeth out unto the water; and thou shalt stand by the river's
brink against he come; and the rod which was turned to a serpent shalt thou take in thine hand.
16  And thou shalt say unto him, The LORD God of the Hebrews hath sent me unto thee, saying,
Let my people go, that they may serve me in the wilderness: and, behold, hitherto thou wouldest
not hear.  17  Thus saith the LORD, In this thou shalt know that I am the LORD: behold, I will
smite with the rod that is in mine hand upon the waters which are in the river, and they shall be
turned to blood.  18  And the fish that is in the river shall die, and the river shall stink; and the
Egyptians shall lothe to drink of the water of the river.  19  And the LORD spake unto Moses, Say
unto  Aaron,  Take  thy  rod,  and stretch  out  thine  hand upon the  waters  of  Egypt,  upon their
streams, upon their rivers, and upon their ponds, and upon all their pools of water, that they may
become blood; and that there may be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, both in vessels of
wood, and in vessels of stone.  20  And Moses and Aaron did so, as the LORD commanded; and he
lifted up the rod, and smote the waters that were in the river, in the sight of Pharaoh, and in the
sight of his servants; and all the waters that were in the river were turned to blood.  21  And the
fish that was in the river died; and the river stank, and the Egyptians could not drink of the water
of the river; and there was blood throughout all the land of Egypt.  22  And the magicians of Egypt
did so with their enchantments: and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, neither did he hearken unto
them; as the LORD had said.  23  And Pharaoh turned and went into his house, neither did he set
his heart to this also.  24  And all the Egyptians digged round about the river for water to drink;
for they could not drink of the water of the river.  25  And seven days were fulfilled, after that the
LORD had smitten the river.”

Now HOW did the Nile, other rivers and waters in pots, etc. turn into Blood – it was by the power
of God – but NOTE in verse 22 the magicians did so as well. So remember that Satan has limited
power to counterfeit – in some ways not all ways – God's miracolous doings. 



Now, in my studies concerning the third part of the sea. Please note about the word sea. While the
word Ocean came about in 1250-1300, the word Sea or Seas was/were still in constant use in the
first decade of the 1600s. Consider the old nautical term: “Sailing the Seven Seas.”  The Seven
Seas include the Arctic, North Atlantic, South Atlantic, North Pacific, South Pacific, Indian, and
Southern Oceans. The exact origin of the phrase 'Seven Seas'  is uncertain,  although there are
references in ancient literature that date back thousands of years. So when one looks up Ocean in
the Bible it is not there but sea or seas is. When we see the first reference in  Genesis 1:10  we
observe the application to many seas.  “And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering
together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was good.” Thus here in Revelation 8:8
we have this sea defined in that this is literally 1/3 of the WHOLE SEA around the world. 

So, in my research, I found what is akin to 1/3 of the entire sea – and one wherein there is much
shipping.  Wikipedia  states:  “The Pacific  Ocean is  the  largest  of  the Earth's oceanic divisions
coming in at 63.8 million square miles in area. It covers about 46% of the Earth's water surface
and about  one-third of its total surface area, making it larger than all of the Earth's land area
combined. The equator subdivides it  into theNorth Pacific Ocean and South Pacific Ocean. The
Pacific Ocean also contains the Mariana Trench in the western North Pacific, which  is the deepest
point in the world, reaching a depth of 35,797 ft or 6.8 miles deep.

Again,  back to Morris'  idea about the underwater volcano. He speculates that it  might be the
Tamu Massif (the largest volcano on Earth – it is underwater in the Pacific Ocean too. He does
clearly say that he is NOT saying that this is what it is but does say that “this volcano is a possible
candidate.” To that I humbly reply that if this burning mountain WERE an underwater volcano –
it evidently would not exist now because when the 2nd Trumpet would be blown THEN it would be
cast or thrust or formed into the Ocean. 

Folks consider this in that when water turns to blood it is a miracle. Now let me see, the last time
in the Bible I recall reading about a mountain being cast into the Sea was in Matthew 21:21  Jesus
answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not
only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou
removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done.” and Mark 11:23  For verily I say unto you,
That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and
shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass;
he shall have whatsoever he saith.”

Could it be that this Mountain is a Spiritual object? On fire of Heaven with the wrath of God?
When Jesus spoke in Matthew 21:21 and Mark 11:23 and He spoke of  “this  mountain” being
Mount Moriah whereupon Jerusalem is seated, we know that Moriah will not be cast into the sea
during the 2nd Trumpet because the object thrown is “likened” to a mountain. So there will be no
literal mountain thrown into the sea. If this then is a spiritual object – on fire of Heaven, then is it
an answer then to prayer wherein God's children have faith enough to move this mountain-like
object into the Sea?  We recall the Old Testament Martyrs crying out for their blood to be avenged
in Revelation 6:10. But we must conclude that the avenging is not done yet due to Revelation 19:2
stating that THEN the Lord has avenged His own.  

Again all these are interesting thoughts, BUT, while we CAN have faith to move mountains we
must remember in the end that the FORCE that moves this burning mountain-like object to the
sea (possibly the Pacific Ocean) is none other than the Lord's Will with which the Angelic Trumpet
blast will signal the execution of His Holy and Righteous Wrath.

One final thing note this does not say “as blood” it IS LITERAL BLOOD and for water in the Bible
to turn into such – it is a miracle and thus it is 100% the Lord's doing. 
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And the third part of the creatures which were in the sea,  and had life, died; - Well
this is self – explanatory. With the salt-water turned into blood, there is now a lack of oxygen.
Again we see the effects of literal blood just as we did in the first plauge of Egypt in Exodus 7: 21a
“And the fish that was in the river died;...” 

Recall  that when God created the aquatic life we read in Genesis 1:20 “And God said, Let the
waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the
earth in the open firmament of heaven.” Hence this life is not the same as mankind's life – as we
have both soul and spirit – animals have life – as in animalistic life. Consider the differentiation as
seen in Ecclesiastes 3:21  Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the
beast that goeth downward to the earth?” While animals are important as a part of God's Creation,
people have souls and people go to Heaven or Hell, animals body and spirit go to the Earth. So, no
your Dog or Cat or the Spotted Goldfish is NOT more important than the life of a human being!

Now what this means is that the area economies dependent upon fishing such as the Pacific Rim
and Island peoples, their economies are going to be virtually shattered. Consider that according to
the Encyclopedia Britannica that the Pacific Rime countries furnish half of the world's Tuna. Not
only that but shipping will be hit too, read on:

and the third part of the ships were destroyed. - Here we see that this area of the world's
ocean that is struck will have 1/3 of the ocean-going ships within in. 

Please see your handout. While this shows ship traffic on the seas on Dec. 30, 2015, suffice it to
say that whenever this event happens during the Tribulation, 1/3 of the ships at sea (possibly in
the Pacific Ocean) will be destroyed. 

The Visciosity of blood will cause motors to clog, the wind no doubt will drop due to a change in
the weather pattern as well as the failing interaction between the sunlight and blood, the currents
so long so vital to shipping lanes no doubt will also have by this point have been altered and
possibly now due to the visciosity of the blood will have ground to a standstill. 

The total impact upon the Pacific Islands, Pacific Rim and Pacific costal towns and economies will
be substantial.

While researching this I found a 2013 report on the Economic contribution of tourism and fishing
to the economies of the Pacific Island and Bordering Nations consider that: 

1. Tourism contributed a total of 2.27 billion or 7.2% of the GDP. 
2. Fishing contributed a total of 1.04 billion or 3.3% of the GDP. 
3. That gives a Total of 3.32 billion or some 10.5% of the GDP. 

Now consider those employed in tourism and fisheries at the time of that report. 
• Tourism employed 188,155 or supplied 5.8% of the total jobs. 
• Fishing employed 48,949 or supplied 1.5% of the total jobs. 
• Giving us a Total of 207,155 employed which translates to 6.4% of the working class of

these nations and coastal economies at the time of that report.

Now consider these areas being struck with such a horrific, miracolous event. It will no doubt
cause a death toll to balloon upon these islands and areas and disease sets in from the dead fish
washing upon the shore along with the blood. Crews upon the stuck boats will no doubt be killed
as the ships – 1/3 of the ships are destroyed as the Bible states. Is it any wonder that by the time
we arrive at Chapter 13 there will be a new Global Economy implemented by the Mark of the
Beast? Next week another 1/3 of the Earth is going to be judged as the 3rd Trumpet is blown!


