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Isaiah 42:10–18 
 

10Sing unto Jehovah a new song, and his praise from the end of the earth; ye that go 
down to the sea, and all that is therein, the isles, and the inhabitants thereof. 11Let the 
wilderness and the cities thereof lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar doth 
inhabit; let the inhabitants of Sela sing, let them shout from the top of the mountains. 
12Let them give glory unto Jehovah, and declare his praise in the islands. 13Jehovah 
will go forth as a mighty man; he will stir up his zeal like a man of war: he will cry, 
yea, he will shout aloud; he will do mightily against his enemies.  
 

14I have long time holden my peace; I have been still, and refrained myself: now will 
I cry out like a travailing woman; I will gasp and pant together. 15I will lay waste 
mountains and hills, and dry up all their herbs; and I will make the rivers islands, and 
will dry up the pools. 16And I will bring the blind by a way that they know not; in paths 
that they know not will I lead them; I will make darkness light before them, and 
crooked places straight. These things will I do, and I will not forsake them. 17They 
shall be turned back, they shall be utterly put to shame, that trust in graven images, 
that say unto molten images18Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye blind, that ye may see, Ye 
are our gods (ASV, 1901). 

 
SING PRAISES TO GOD 
 
Isaiah 42:10 
 

10Sing unto Jehovah a new song, and his praise from the end of the earth; ye that go 
down to the sea, and all that is therein, the isles, and the inhabitants thereof (ASV, 
1901). 

 
Here Isaiah calls upon all people to celebrate the Divine mercy in a song of praise describing the 
goodness of the Redeemer. What he is saying is that God’s goodness in providing a Savior 
demands the thanksgiving of all the world. Only those who realize this will bend the knee to our 
Lord and sing praises to Him.  
 
Philippians 2:10–11 
 

10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth 11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (KJV). 
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In this verse from Philippians, it says that the three realms of existence will bow down to Him. 
The three realms are: 
 

1. Heavenly beings-who love and know who He is. 
2. Earthly beings- who have a choice to know and love Him or not. 
3. Demonic beings-who know who He is but do not love Him 

 
Those who realize who Jesus is and love him, also adore, worship, and bow down to His majesty. 
Heavenly or celestial beings knew who Jesus was before He appeared on the earth. This is 
described in chapters 4 and 5 of the book of Revelation. 
 
Here the prophet, Isaiah calls upon all people to celebrate the Divine mercy in a song of praise in 
view of his goodness in providing a Redeemer 
 
This song which will be sung will be to the Lord for providing salvation. This is from the Servant’s 
redemptive ministry. At His, Jesus’ second advent in glory, His praise will be celebrated from the 
ends of the earth in the Messianic kingdom. It will be known even by those that go down to the 
sea, that is, those taking the gospel to distant lands. That is, traders, navigators, merchants, seamen, 
who do business in the great seas. The sense is, that they would be interested in the plan of mercy 
through a Redeemer; and hence they are called on to celebrate the goodness of God. This is 
referencing the great multitude of seafaring people who go down to the sea for trading and general 
commerce and, secondly, because their conversion will have so important an influence in 
spreading Christianity to distant nations. Isaiah says that inhabitants of the coastal regions will 
hear the Gospel. This is what the isles are referencing. A large portion of the inhabitants of the 
Mediterranean world in the time this was written were those that lived in islands. Even all animals 
in the sea are to celebrate God’s glory. Since the Gospel of Jesus went out because of Christianity 
with pouring out His Spirit, this is referencing the world outside of Israel. The Apostle Paul spread 
the Gospel all around the Mediterranean Sea. 
 

                          
Map from: https://www.researchgate.net/figure/St-Pauls-missionary-journeys-in-the-
Mediterranean_fig8_311666860 
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Isaiah 42:11 
 

11Let the wilderness and the cities thereof lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar 
doth inhabit; let the inhabitants of Sela sing, let them shout from the top of the 
mountains (ASV, 1901). 
 

The wilderness and its cities, the settlements Kedar, a nomadic tribe of the Syro-Arabian Desert 
(Isaiah 21:16; 60:7), and the inhabitants of Sela (16:1) are called to sing aloud and shout for joy 
from the tops the mountains. So, this transformation will overtake even the Arab desert tribes and 
the Edomites at Sela (those who dwell among the rocks) who hated the Hebrews at one time (Amos 
1:11–12; Ezekiel 35–36; Obadiah 1:10–14). This was astonishing news, for few would have 
expected these foreign nations to praise the God of Israel. The inhabitants of Sela will eventually 
turn and will be judged severely as Obadiah relates their terrible final end in the Messianic 
kingdom. 

The command continues, identifying the various classes who are to sing God’s praise. Now, for 
the first time in all its history, the entire earth has an occasion to sing God’s praise. They will 
loudly sing from the mountaintops, implying that the singers will not be ashamed of what they are 
singing, but will want to let everyone around them know about God’s greatness. This is the 
condition of the saved. 

Romans 10:9 
 

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved (KJV). 

The wilderness and its cities are commanded to lift up the voice. Looking back at the first verse in 
this chapter those who offered praise to the Messiah are now commanded to do so.  
 
Isaiah 42:12–13 
 

12Let them give glory unto Jehovah, and declare his praise in the islands. 13Jehovah 
will go forth as a mighty man; he will stir up his zeal like a man of war: he will cry, 
yea, he will shout aloud; he will do mightily against his enemies (ASV, 1901).  
 

Isaiah uses another way of saying; the whole world shall praise Him. The islands are again 
mentioned, with emphasis, as if he had said, even in the islands, beyond sea, and by implication in 
the furthest regions of the earth. From discussing the passive effect Isaiah now begins to explain 
the cause. The universal joy described as the effect is due to the fact that Jehovah’s triumphed over 
His enemies. The purpose of this singing will be to proclaim God’s praise and establish his glory 
before all people, even those living in the far-off islands. This confirms the promise in 40:5 that in 
the Messianic kingdom the glory of God will be revealed to all humanity. The idea here expressed 
he will shout aloud is that of an ancient warrior preparing his courageous efforts in battle begins it 
with a shout or war-cry. The result is that the Lord will do mightily against his enemies, that is, 
conquering them completely. 
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THE LONG SUFFERING GOD NOW SPEAKS 
 
Isaiah 42:14–15 
 

14I have long time holden my peace; I have been still, and refrained myself: now will 
I cry out like a travailing woman; I will gasp and pant together. 15I will lay waste 
mountains and hills, and dry up all their herbs; and I will make the rivers islands, and 
will dry up the pools (ASV, 1901). 

 
The Lord begins His own discourse on this subject of taking the earth back from the wicked Satan 
who brought the sin here. He begins with the statement, “I have long time holden my peace; I have 
been still, and refrained myself,” essentially describing one of His characteristics of extreme 
patience. God’s keeping silence was not due to indifference, for He had expressed His intention 
so to do until the time for speaking and acting had arrived in the fullness of time. God knows 
everything and will always do all that He says He will do. It is sometimes difficult to wait on the 
Lord for His promises. From His throne in Heaven God has been silent, except for the Scriptural 
promises, but the time for silence has now passed. “I have been still, and refrained myself: now 
will I cry out like a travailing woman; I will gasp and pant together.” As the woman in childbirth 
shrieks in pain, so will God also. The implication is that it has been difficult for God to hold His 
peace when He beheld wicked men forming a kingdom with the express purpose of destroying His 
own kingdom and corrupting His purposes. His own loved ones were the objects of the enemies’ 
wrath, and yet God must constrain Himself. Yet He longs to deliver His own, and now shrieks 
aloud, as though unable to suffer this any longer. The time for action has finally come. He brings 
an illustration of a woman giving birth to strengthen the picture. God will gasp and pant, and this 
at once. It is as though He can no longer wait for the moment when He finally is to move into 
action. 
 
At the end of each line occurs the phrase I will dry up, to express one aspect of the effects of the 
Great Tribulation. He will dry up the vegetation on the Earth as well as the water. To lay waste 
mountains and hills is so to devastate them that they are changed into more level topography. The 
tragedy of the change appears in that the herbage will be dried up and rivers will become islands 
further providing us a picture of the elimination of and corruption of massive amounts of water on 
the Earth. The water is soon gone, and the islands stand out alone; a complete reversal of nature 
has occurred. The pools that had been a blessing to man are dried so that they entirely lack water. 
Thus, the radical nature of the change is portrayed by this figure taken from nature. What must be 
noted is the emphasis upon the Divine activity. The work that will be carried out is of God, not of 
man. Looking to the future, the Book of Revelation describes drying up the vegetation as well as, 
the great river Euphrates and then corrupting the world’s water to ruin it.  
 
ONE THIRD OF ALL VEGETATION DRIES IN JUDGMENT 
 
Revelation 8:5–7 
 

5 And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast it into the 
earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake. 
6 And the seven angels which had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound. 
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7 The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood, and 
they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green 
grass was burnt up (KJV).  

 
RIVER EUPHRATES DRIES UP 
 
Revelation 16:12 

12 And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the 
water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared 
(KJV). 

 
WATER WILL BE CORRUPTED 
 
Revelation 8:8–9 
 

8 And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain burning with fire 
was cast into the sea: and the third part of the sea became blood; 9 and the third part 
of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life, died; and the third part of the 
ships were destroyed (KJV). 

 
The second trumpet destroys one-third of the salt waters, including sea life. The great mountain 
burning with fire may refer to a meteor or a volcano, but the results are supernatural, for they of 
themselves would not turn the sea to blood. Some of the Tribulation judgments are similar to the 
ten plagues God brought on Egypt. This is one. In addition to causing the salt water of the earth to 
become blood the great mountain burning with fire, will have a tendency to cause an elimination 
of some of the water. 
 
Revelation 8:10–11 

10 And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven, burning as it 
were a lamp, and it fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of 
waters; 11 and the name of the star is called Wormwood: and the third part of the 
waters became wormwood; and many men died of the waters, because they were made 
bitter (KJV).  

The third trumpet destroys one-third of the fresh water. Here the angel is called a star and is used 
symbolically. This is a common symbol of an angel. The angel’s name is Wormwood, showing the 
angel to be a fallen one. This fallen angel causes one-third of the fresh water to turn bitter, which 
in turn causes the death of many. Fallen angels, that is, demons will be used to bring judgment on 
the earth, and this is one such occasion. 
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Revelation 16:3–5 
 

3 And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea; and it became as the blood 
of a dead man: and every living soul died in the sea. 4 And the third angel poured out 
his vial upon the rivers and fountains of waters; and they became blood 5 And I heard 
the angel of the waters say, Thou art righteous, O Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt 
be, because thou hast judged thus (KJV). 

 
Whereas under the second Trumpet Judgment one-third of the salt water was affected, in the 
second Bowl Judgment the rest of the salt water will be turned into blood, destroying the remainder 
of sea life and eliminating most of the earth’s water. 
 
Isaiah 42:16–18 
 

16And I will bring the blind by a way that they know not; in paths that they know not 
will I lead them;, and I will not forsake them. 17They shall be turned back, they shall 
be utterly put to shame, that trust in graven images, that say unto molten 
images18Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye blind, that ye may see, Ye are our gods (ASV, 
1901). 

God now continues in the picture of complete transforming change of the Earth. It is so entirely 
radical that even the blind will go on a way that they do not know. The fact that blind will able to 
live contrary to their condition is due to work of God: He says, I will make darkness light before 
them, and crooked places straight. These things will I do. He is saying that they will see the right 
way to live life and walk in ways they did not before. This is primarily the spiritually blind 
becoming believers due to the Gospel. 
 
The Gentiles, who, before the light of the Gospel came among them, were blind as to the true 
knowledge of God. This is especially of Christ, and the way of peace, life, and salvation by Him. 
We were unaware or blinded to our miserable condition, and of the Spirit of God, His ways and of 
the Scriptures, the Gospel, and the doctrines in it. This is the case of all men in an unsaved 
condition. The Lord, by His Spirit, opens our eyes and shows us spiritual things of which were 
previously blind, and ignorant. He brings us to a way previously unknown which, is Christ, the 
only way to the Father; the only way of peace, righteousness, and life, the only way to Heaven, 
and eternal happiness.  
 
When converted people learn the folly of their idolatrous practices, they realize that their idols 
can’t help them, nor deliver them out of their trouble. God says that they previously used to say to 
the molten images, ye are our gods; as the Israelites did to the molten calf made by Aaron.  That 
was absolute stupidity by Aaron. He knew better since he experienced the Shekinah Glory coming 
out of Egypt and the giving of the Law on Mount Sanai.  This is similar to that of the Gentiles. 
Previously they were deaf to the voice of the Gospel, and blind as to the knowledge of it. Now the 
Gentiles and apostate Jews will attain a spiritual realization and understanding of divine things; 
for faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God, Romans 10:17. To hear the Gospel 
preached, and to look into the Scriptures, and read the word of God, are the means of attaining 
light and knowledge in spiritual things This is only accomplished by God causing the illumination 
of these things. From the connection, this would seem to be a call upon the worshippers of idols, 
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to open their eyes and ears, and become conscious of their own delusions. The thought which 
connects the second half with the first is to be found in the expression “I will bring the blind by a 
way.” It is the blind whom Jehovah will lead into the light of liberty, the blind who bring upon 
themselves not only His compassion, but also His displeasure; for it is their own fault that they do 
not see. And to them is addressed the summons, to free themselves from the idolatry of which they 
are dependent upon. 
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