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Introduction: Since one’s acceptability with God the Father is solely dependent upon one’s union with God the 
Son, John writes to convince you of the glory of the Son, Jesus Christ.  The aim is to make Jesus the chief 
delight of your heart.  Just how great is the glory of Jesus?  Is He simply one among others, or is He unique?

1. John exalts Jesus by identifying Him as the only begotten of the Father, verses 14, 18.  We saw
last Sunday that this term finds its definition in Psalm 2.  You also will remember that in John 3:16 the measure 
of the greatness of God’s love was to be shown in the glory of the Savior of sinners identified as “the only 
begotten Son of God.”

2. One application must be made regarding this term for Jesus.  Since the saints, all who believe
in Jesus, are also called “the sons of God,” an infinite distinction must be remembered.  Jesus is the Father’s Son
from all eternity and essentially.  You and I are the Father’s sons by virtue of our adoption which though 
determined in eternity began in time, Ephesians 1:4-5; Romans 8:14-17;  1 John 3:1.  You will never become 
divine.  In heaven you will be perfect yet still a creature.
(Communicable/Incommunicable attributes - WSC #4) (adoption, WLC #74)

3. The only begotten Son came in the flesh.  Why was there an incarnation?  Why did Jesus come
to earth in the flesh and live 33 years among men?  Jesus came, “to glorify and to enjoy His Father.”  Jesus 
declares that He came to glorify the Father and did so, John 13:31-32; 17:1, 4-5.  

4. How did Jesus glorify His Father?  John asserts the two major answers.  The first is asserted in
each of the verses of our text, to reveal the truth about God.  But the most explicit statement of it is in verse 18,
“He has explained Him.”  The Greek word here is one which some of you know because of the English word, 
“exegesis. (e}xhgh/sato) It means that Jesus has exactly expounded or explained the Father to us.  The same 
thing is taught in Hebrews 1:3.   Jesus perfectly reveals the Father so that He can say if we have seen Him we 
have seen the Father, John 14:9.  There is complete agreement between the Father and the Son.  No domestic 
quarreling ever occurs in the Godhead.  The Father and the Son want the same things.  This great truth has 
consequences that are well worth dwelling upon but beyond the limits of time for us today.

5. But there is yet a second major answer as to the why of the incarnation, John 17:6-8.  Glorifying
the Father required more than teaching, it required the cross work of Jesus.  He was born in order to die;  John 
the Baptist answered in verse 29; Matthew 16:21-23; Luke 24:44-47.   Jesus reveals how He was appointed to 
die, in John 3:14-15 and 12:32-33.  See Galatians 4:4-5.  Why the cross?  Galatians 3:13; Deuteronomy 21:22-
23; Joshua 10:26-27.  

6. Why the incarnation?  Why did the eternal Word who was God, become man?  His deity renders
His sacrifice of infinite value; His humanity renders His sacrifice the legal substitute for His people.

7. Jesus is God in the flesh.  Verse 15, Jesus’ glory exceeds that of John the Baptist because Jesus
is eternal.  Verse 17, Jesus’ glory exceeds Moses’ glory whereas Moses was only the newspaper boy bringing 
the message Jesus was the source of the message and reality of truth and grace.  Verse 18, Jesus’ glory equal to 
the Father.


