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Introduction: The world lives under the sway of the devil, the spirit of the age. But the church must rest 
assured that the delusions the dominate the thinking of the lost is sent to them, not from the evil, but by 
the Lord! He has turned the world over to their delusions, giving them what they want as they refuse to 
glorify Him as God. We must not be surprised then to learn that the world is indeed delusional and in 
their wickedness they are convinced that what is good is evil and what is evil is good. How do we 
determine what is good and right? By the Word of God. 
 

I. Delighting in Abomination – Isaiah 66:3 
A. Lawful sacrifice vs. unlawful act – obeying God’s Word vs. disobeying 

1. Worship without contrition, humility, and fear is a meaningless ritual 
2. You can be religiously meticulous and at best achieve nothing, at worst apostatize 

B. They have chosen abominations – all that the Lord detests 
a. They have chosen their ways (outward) – James 1:14-15 
b. They have chosen their soul’s delight (inward) – Prov. 21:10; Col. 3:5 

II. Delusions – Isaiah 66:4 
A. The Lord has chosen their delusions – Lam. 2:14; Zech. 10:2; 2 Thess. 2:11 
B. What they fear will come upon them – 2 Chronicles 18:4-22, 33-34  

III. Darkened Understanding – Eph. 4:17-19 
A. Futility of Thought 
B. Darkened Understanding 
C. Blind Hearts 
D. Given Over to Lewdness and Greediness 

IV. Debased Minds – Rom. 1:18-32 
A. Suppressing the Truth in Unrighteousness 
B. Exchanging God’s Glory 
C. Given Over to Vile Passions 
D. Approving Abominations 

V. Departing from the Faith  
A. Deceiving Spirits and Doctrine of Demons - 1 Tim. 4:1-3 
B. Equipped to Discern - 2 Tim. 3:13-17 
C. Are You Above Being Deceived? - Matt. 24:24 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cross References  
 
Ephesians 6:12 
 
For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 
 
James 1:14-15 
  
14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 15 Then, when desire 
has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death. 
 
Proverbs 21:10 
  
10 The soul of the wicked desires evil; His neighbor finds no favor in his eyes. 
 
Colossians 3:5 
   
5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil 
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 
 
Lamentations 2:14 
  
14 Your prophets have seen for you False and deceptive visions; They have not uncovered your iniquity, 
To bring back your captives, But have envisioned for you false prophecies and delusions. 
 
Zechariah 10:2 
  
2 For the idols speak delusion; The diviners envision lies, And tell false dreams; They comfort in vain. 
Therefore the people wend their way like sheep; They are in trouble because there is no shepherd. 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:11 
  
11 And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, 
 
2 Chronicles 18:4-22, 33-34 
  
4 Also Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, “Please inquire for the word of the Lord today.” 5 Then the 
king of Israel gathered the prophets together, four hundred men, and said to them, “Shall we go to war 
against Ramoth Gilead, or shall I refrain?” So they said, “Go up, for God will deliver it into the king’s 
hand.” 6 But Jehoshaphat said, “Is there not still a prophet of the Lord here, that we may inquire of 
Him?” 7 So the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “There is still one man by whom we may inquire of the 
Lord; but I hate him, because he never prophesies good concerning me, but always evil. He is Micaiah the 
son of Imla.” And Jehoshaphat said, “Let not the king say such things!” 8 Then the king of Israel called 
one of his officers and said, “Bring Micaiah the son of Imla quickly!” 9 The king of Israel and Jehoshaphat 
king of Judah, clothed in their robes, sat each on his throne; and they sat at a threshing floor at the 
entrance of the gate of Samaria; and all the prophets prophesied before them. 10 Now Zedekiah the son of 
Chenaanah had made horns of iron for himself; and he said, “Thus says the Lord: ‘With these you shall 
gore the Syrians until they are destroyed.’ ” 11 And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, “Go up to 
Ramoth Gilead and prosper, for the Lord will deliver it into the king’s hand.” 12 Then the messenger who 
had gone to call Micaiah spoke to him, saying, “Now listen, the words of the prophets with one accord 



encourage the king. Therefore please let your word be like the word of one of them, and speak 
encouragement.” 13 And Micaiah said, “As the Lord lives, whatever my God says, that I will speak.” 14 
Then he came to the king; and the king said to him, “Micaiah, shall we go to war against Ramoth Gilead, 
or shall I refrain?” And he said, “Go and prosper, and they shall be delivered into your hand!” 15 So the 
king said to him, “How many times shall I make you swear that you tell me nothing but the truth in the 
name of the Lord?” 16 Then he said, “I saw all Israel scattered on the mountains, as sheep that have no 
shepherd. And the Lord said, ‘These have no master. Let each return to his house in peace.’ ” 17 And the 
king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Did I not tell you he would not prophesy good concerning me, but 
evil?” 18 Then Micaiah said, “Therefore hear the word of the Lord: I saw the Lord sitting on His throne, 
and all the host of heaven standing on His right hand and His left. 19 And the Lord said, ‘Who will 
persuade Ahab king of Israel to go up, that he may fall at Ramoth Gilead?’ So one spoke in this manner, 
and another spoke in that manner. 20 Then a spirit came forward and stood before the Lord, and said, ‘I 
will persuade him.’ The Lord said to him, ‘In what way?’ 21 So he said, ‘I will go out and be a lying spirit 
in the mouth of all his prophets.’ And the Lord said, ‘You shall persuade him and also prevail; go out and 
do so.’ 22 Therefore look! The Lord has put a lying spirit in the mouth of these prophets of yours, and the 
Lord has declared disaster against you.”  
 
33 Now a certain man drew a bow at random, and struck the king of Israel between the joints of his 
armor. So he said to the driver of his chariot, “Turn around and take me out of the battle, for I am 
wounded.” 34 The battle increased that day, and the king of Israel propped himself up in his chariot facing 
the Syrians until evening; and about the time of sunset he died. 
 
Ephesians 4:17-19 
  
17 This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles 
walk, in the futility of their mind, 18 having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of 
God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart; 19 who, being past 
feeling, have given themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. 
 
Romans 1:18-32 
  
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 
suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for 
God has shown it to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are 
without excuse, 21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, 
but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they 
became fools, 23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible 
man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things. 24 Therefore God also gave them up to 
uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, 25 who exchanged the 
truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed 
forever. Amen. 26 For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged 
the natural use for what is against nature. 27 Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, 
burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in 
themselves the penalty of their error which was due. 28 And even as they did not like to retain God in 
their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; 29 being 
filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, 
murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, 30 backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, 
boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, 
unforgiving, unmerciful; 32 who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such 
things are deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them. 



 
1 Timothy 4:1-3 
 
4 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to 
deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared 
with a hot iron, 3 forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be 
received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. 
 
2 Timothy 3:13-17 
  
13 But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But you must 
continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have 
learned them, 15 and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make 
you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the 
man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
 
Matthew 24:24 
  
24 For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, 
even the elect. 
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