
 

EXPOSITION OF JOHN 

 

Message #70                                                                                                              John 18:12-27 

 

Typically when one is arrested, the police come to make the arrest and they plainly state the 

reason you are being arrested and then they read you your rights.  There is no doubt as to why 

one is being arrested because the reason is plainly stated.  The night that Jesus was arrested, there 

was not one person who had any legal right to arrest Him because He had not done anything 

wrong, ever!  Had Jesus said to them, “Just exactly what are the charges?”  There weren’t any. 

 

Before Jesus Christ is actually nailed to a cross, He will go through six very lonely and very 

degrading trials.  It is staggering to think that Jesus Christ was treated with less respect than 

Saddam Hussein, Scott Peterson, Charles Manson, Ted Bundy and O.J. Simpson.  Those brutal 

killers were treated better than Jesus Christ. 

 

Christ would go through six brutal trials.  Three of the trials are   religious   trials and three are  

  civil   trials.  Four of the trials (two religious and two civil) show up in the Gospel of John.   

It is clear that these trials made a deep and lasting impression on the Apostle John.  The trials  

are these: 

 

Religious Trials - Before Annas (John 18:12-14); Before Caiaphas (John 18:24; Matt. 26:57-68); 

                                 Before Sanhedrin (Matthew 27:1-2). 

Civil Trials - Before Pilate (John 18:28-38); Before Herod (Luke 23:6-12);  

                         Before Pilate (John 18:39-19:6) 

 

When Jesus was arrested in the garden, after Peter had put his sword back in its sheath, His 

disciples fled and left Him all alone (Matt. 25:56).  Jesus had told the soldiers to let His disciples 

go (18:8), but it must have somewhat hurt when they all took off.  However, even though this 

must have hurt Christ deeply and emotionally, this did not take Him by any   surprise   because 

He told His disciples that this would be exactly what they would do (John 16:32).   

 

Christ was left all alone and was bound and taken by the Roman military and the commander  

and the officers of the Jews to see Annas, who is called the “high priest” (18:13, 22).  We know 

it was night because they had come to arrest Him with lanterns and torches (18:3).  This is 

significant because it was a rule in the Roman and Jewish world that no capital cases were to  

be conducted at   night  .  The Mishnah says that capital offenses are to be tried “during the day  

but suspend it at night” (Sanhedrin 4, 1).  This case should have been thrown out right here for 

violation of human rights. 

 

Annas had been appointed by Quirinius to be high priest in A.D. 6 and he remained in the 

position until he was kicked out of office by Valerius Gratus in A.D. 15.  The Romans did  

not like the fact that a high priest was supposed to be for life, so they would change the high 

priest every now and then.  The actual high priest, according to the Romans, was Caiaphas  

(John 18:13).  He was the one who said it was expeditious if one man died on behalf of the 

people (John 18:14).  But the Jews still considered Annas to be high priest so he gets the first 

opportunity to interrogate Jesus Christ. 

 



He was a man with great authority in Israel.  He was the behind scenes director who orchestrated 

all of the Temple business (Luke 3:1).  He made his fortune by turning the Temple into a “den of 

thieves” (Matt. 21:12).  Alfred Eidersheim says that Annas had been high priest for some years 

and then saw to it that five of his sons, his son-in-law and grandson were named to be the high 

priest (Vol. 2, p. 547).   

 

Apparently Annas, Caiaphas’ father-in-law, was working behind the scenes in a clandestine way.  

He was an arrogant, evil, religious leader who dared to have Jesus punched in the face.  In all 

honesty, he should not even have had any opportunity at all to examine Jesus Christ, but he was 

the first one who did. 

 

I want to put this in some perspective - Annas does not even hold the legal office and yet he gets 

to conduct his own trial.  This is ludicrous.  It would be equivalent to hauling a prisoner to court 

for his trial and stopping first before you get to the assigned court and allowing an unauthorized 

person to conduct his own private trial and punch your prisoner in the face. 

 

Jesus was first taken as a bound prisoner before Annas.  This begins the first of six lonely and 

degrading trials of the innocent Son of God, who has never done or said one thing wrong in  

His entire life.  He has never violated any of God’s commandments.  He had never hurt anyone.  

He had never told a lie or said an unkind word.  There are no charges against Him and yet He 

will stand trial six times in the next few hours.  As near as I can determine, the first point John 

wants to make is this: 

 

WHEN JESUS CHRIST WAS   WILLINGLY   ON HIS WAY TO THE CROSS, THE 

PROCESS BEGAN WITH HIS ARREST AND   SIX   TRIALS AND THERE WAS NOT  

  ONE   PERSON WHO WOULD COME TO HIS DEFENSE. 

 

There was not one person who would stand by His side.  It is possible that there will come a day 

in this country in which faithful Christians will become the target of some very negative things.  

If this happens, you may expect that these negative things will be supported by both civil and 

religious authorities.  Martin Luther, the famed Reformer, said that he was not surprised when 

the pope and the emperor turned against him, because he said this is nothing new for it has 

always been that legal spiritual and secular authority have always worked together to oppose the 

true work of God (Complete Sermons of Martin Luther, Vol. 5, pp. 394-395). 

 

ACTION #1 – The actions of   Peter  .  18:15-18 

 

According to Luke 22:31, this whole episode with Peter is due to   Satan  . 

 

After the disciples had fled out of Gethsemane, a couple of them, Peter and many suspect John, 

got some of their courage back and decided to follow the Lord to see what was going to happen.  

Apparently John had some connections with the high priest, so he got permission to enter into 

the court area where Jesus was going to be tried. 

 

Some commentators think the other disciple with Peter was either Nicodemus or Joseph of  

Arimathea.  However, we believe the grammar will not support this because the pronoun  

“another” means another of the same kind of disciple as Peter was.  One who had been with  

the Lord like Peter had, which probably was John. 



 

John got in and then saw Peter at the door and went and got him in (18:16).  Now a certain slave 

girl was there whose job it was to monitor the door and when she saw Peter, she recognized him 

and confronted him with the fact that he was one of Christ’s disciples to which Peter said he 

wasn’t (18:17).  We may recall that just a few hours before this, he had said that he was willing 

to lay down his life for the Lord (John 13:37).  Just some minutes before, he pulled out a sword, 

in the presence of Jesus and swung it trying to kill Malchus (John 18:10).  But now he won’t 

even admit that he is a disciple of Christ to a slave girl.  Truth is you really see what you are 

made of when you are on your own, not when you are in front of everyone else. 

 

The Apostle John remembered the night as being very cold.  In fact, it was so cold that the  

slaves and the officers had built a fire and everyone, including Peter, was standing by the fire 

getting some warmth.  Spurgeon said here is where Peter made a big mistake - he is trying to  

get comfortable with the people of the world, while Jesus was being grossly mistreated (Vol. 35,  

p. 517). 

 

ACTION #2 – The cross-examination by   Annas  .  18:19-24 

 

I want to point out something that is, in my view, very profound and significant.  Not one  

time in any of these trials, does Jesus Christ call out for   justice   in this case against Him.   

Had He actually done this, all in the world would have perished right then and there.  He is  

going through all of this to resolve the Godhead justice issue in the case against us, so that  

He may offer us Grace salvation (Romans 3:26). 

 

What Annas should have actually done is to examine Jesus Christ in light of Hebrew Scriptures. 

These religious leaders should have carefully examined the Old Testament to see whether or  

not Jesus Christ met the prerequisites for being the predicted Messiah.  But as is often the case, 

religious leaders aren’t really interested in the truth of the Word of God. 

 

Annas began his questioning of Christ about His disciples and teaching (18:19).  His motive is 

stated in John 11:47-48; these leaders were afraid Jesus would put them out of business.  He was 

probably trying to figure out who the disciples actually were and how committed to Christ they 

were.  His teaching had rubbed these religious leaders the wrong way because Christ did not 

adhere to their traditions of men and He usurped the law and He offered grace to all kinds of 

sinners. 

 

Jesus responded: 

1)  My teaching is open to the whole world.  18:20a 

2)  My teaching was completely open to the Jewish world.  18:20b 

3)  My teaching has never been in secret.  18:20c 

4)  If you want to know my teaching, why not question those who have heard it.  18:21 

 

This was not the kind of answer that they wanted, so one of the officers hit Jesus and chided  

Him for telling the truth to the high priest (18:22).  Jesus said, “If I have spoken wrong, tell Me 

exactly what it is; but if it is right, why do you hit me?” 

 

 



 

ACTION #3 – The denial of   Peter  .  18:25-27 

 

Again around the fire, someone asked Peter if he were Christ’s disciple and Peter said no. 

 

Then someone, who was a relative of the slave whom Peter cut the ear off of, said, “Didn’t I  

see you in the garden with Jesus?”  Peter denied it again and immediately the rooster crowed. 

Don’t think for one second that God does not control the animal world.  God is sovereign over 

the very moment this rooster crows.  In fact, the one comforting thing Peter could take from this 

is that Jesus had told him precisely what would happen (John 13:38).  Peter could realize that 

Jesus was the One in total charge of everything pertaining to this situation. 

 

According to Dr. Luke, as the rooster crowed, Jesus looked over at Peter (Luke 22:61),  

Peter realized what he had done and he went out and wept (Luke 22:62).   

 

Now I want to be very clear on this point; if Peter can fall any believer can fall.  If Peter can deny  

the Lord, then even the strongest of believers can deny the Lord.  Three things that can lead to this: 

1) Surround yourself with   unbelievers  ;  2) Be   afraid   of what people will think;  3) Maintain a 

life of   bad   habits. 

 

But I want to point out that one of the reasons he fell was because he at least put himself out on 

the front lines, where none of the other disciples even dared to go.  It is true, Peter failed, but not 

so much because he was a coward; for if he had been a coward, he would have never followed 

Jesus to the courtyard.  He actually failed because he was brave.   

 

It is true that sometimes believers on the front lines fail, but at least they were on the front lines. 

This text is actually a great text of hope because Peter, who had blown it so bad, would go  

on to become a great apostle for God.  As believers, sometimes we stumble and abandon our 

convictions and perhaps even our testimony.  There are times when we want to fit in with the 

worldly crowd and don’t really speak up for Jesus Christ or defend the truth.  We want the 

warmth of the world, so, on occasion, we blow it.  This text gives us all hope.   

 

You may think you have blown it so bad; you have comprised your testimony so much that  

you could never amount to anything for God.  See this story of Peter.  It is not too late for any 

believer to confess the sin and get going for God. 

 

This text is tragic for Jesus Christ, because as He goes through the darkest of nights He is all 

alone.  Not even His closest disciples are with Him.  He is being questioned and hit and no one 

comes to His defense.  Why would He go through this?  Why would He put up with all of this? 

 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believes on 

Him will not perish but will have everlasting life.”  Amen! 

 

 

 


