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[. Paul’s Authority.
A. The place of his call.

Apostle = one sent out or commissioned by the
Lord Jesus Christ Himself.

Luke 6:12 & 13 (ESV) In these days he went out
to the mountain to pray, and all night he
continued in prayer to God. 13 And when day
came, he called his disciples and chose from
them twelve, whom he named apostles:
Ephesians 4:11 (ESV) And he gave the apostles,
the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and
teachers,

Acts 1:21 & 22 (ESV) So one of the men who have
accompanied us during all the time that the Lord
Jesus went in and out among us, 22 beginning
from the baptism of John until the day when he
was taken up from us—one of these men must
become with us a witness to his resurrection.”
Ephesians 2:19 & 20 (ESV) So then you are no
longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow
citizens with the saints and members of the
household of God, 20 built on the foundation of
the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself
being the cornerstone,

Acts 2:42 (ESV) And they devoted themselves to
the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers.

1 Corinthians 15:8-10 (ESV) Last of all, as to one
untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For |
am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be
called an apostle, because I persecuted the
church of God. 10 But by the grace of God [ am
what I am, and his grace toward me was not in
vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any
of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God
that is with me.

B. The manner of his call.

1 Timothy 1:15 (ESV) The saying is trustworthy
and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of
whom [ am the foremost.

Acts 18:9 (ESV) And the Lord said to Paul one
night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but go on
speaking and do not be silent,

Acts 23:11 (ESV) The following night the Lord
stood by him and said, “Take courage, for as you
have testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem,
so you must testify also in Rome.”

2 Corinthians 12:8 & 9 (ESV) Three times |
pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should
leave me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect
in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more
gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of
Christ may rest upon me.

C. The authority of his call.

Matthew 11:25-27 (ESV) At that time Jesus
declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, that you have hidden these things
from the wise and understanding and revealed
them to little children; 26 yes, Father, for such
was your gracious will. 27 All things have been
handed over to me by my Father, and no one
knows the Son except the Father, and no one
knows the Father except the Son and anyone to
whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

John 10:27-30 (ESV) My sheep hear my voice,
and [ know them, and they follow me. 28 I give
them eternal life, and they will never perish, and
no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My



Father, who has given them to me, is greater
than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of
the Father’s hand. 30 [ and the Father are one.”
Acts 2:29-32 (ESV) “Brothers, | may say to you
with confidence about the patriarch David that
he both died and was buried, and his tomb is
with us to this day. 30 Being therefore a prophet,
and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to
him that he would set one of his descendants on
his throne, 31 he foresaw and spoke about the
resurrection of the Christ, that he was not
abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see
corruption. 32 This Jesus God raised up, and of
that we all are witnesses.

Acts 2:36 (ESV) Let all the house of Israel
therefore know for certain that God has made
him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you
crucified.”

Romans 1:1-6 (ESV) Paul, a servant of Christ
Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the
gospel of God, 2 which he promised beforehand
through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3
concerning his Son, who was descended from
David according to the flesh 4 and was declared
to be the Son of God in power according to the
Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we
have received grace and apostleship to bring
about the obedience of faith for the sake of his
name among all the nations, 6 including you who
are called to belong to Jesus Christ,

D. The association with his call.

Matthew 18:16 (ESV) But if he does not listen,
take one or two others along with you, that every
charge may be established by the evidence of
two or three witnesses.

Acts 13:2 & 3 (ESV) While they were worshiping
the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set
apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to
which I have called them.” 3 Then after fasting
and praying they laid their hands on them and
sent them off.

[I. Paul’s Message
A. The gift in the Gospel.

Romans 3:23 & 24 (ESV) for all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified

by his grace as a gift, through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus,

Romans 5:1 (ESV) Therefore, since we have been
justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

John 1:17 & 18 (ESV) For the law was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the
only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has
made him known.

B. The origin of the Gospel.

2 Timothy 1:8-11 (ESV) Therefore do not be
ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of
me his prisoner, but share in suffering for the
gospel by the power of God, 9 who saved us and
called us to a holy calling, not because of our
works but because of his own purpose and grace,
which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages
began, 10 and which now has been manifested
through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus,
who abolished death and brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel, 11 for
which I was appointed a preacher and apostle
and teacher,

John 3:16 (ESV) “For God so loved the world, that
he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have eternal life.
[saiah 53:10 (ESV) Yet it was the will of the Lord
to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his
soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his
offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of
the Lord shall prosper in his hand.

John 6:37-39 (ESV) All that the Father gives me
will come to me, and whoever comes to me [ will
never cast out. 38 For | have come down from
heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him
who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who
sent me, that [ should lose nothing of all that he
has given me, but raise it up on the last day.

C. The sacrifice of the Gospel.

2 Corinthians 8:9 (ESV) For you know the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich,
yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by
his poverty might become rich.

1 Peter 2:24 (ESV) He himself bore our sins in
his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and



live to righteousness. By his wounds you have
been healed.

Philippians 2:5-8 (ESV) Have this mind among
yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who,
though he was in the form of God, did not count
equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant,
being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being
found in human form, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even
death on a cross.

Hebrews 1:3 (ESV) He is the radiance of the
glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature,
and he upholds the universe by the word of his
power. After making purification for sins, he sat
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,

D. The outcome of the Gospel.

Acts 26:18 (ESV) to open their eyes, so that they
may turn from darkness to light and from the
power of Satan to God, that they may receive
forgiveness of sins and a place among those who
are sanctified by faith in me.’

2 Corinthians 5:17 (ESV) Therefore, if anyone is
in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has
passed away; behold, the new has come.

1]John 5:5 (ESV) Who is it that overcomes the
world except the one who believes that Jesus is
the Son of God?

Philippians 3:20 & 21 (ESV) But our citizenship
is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the
Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our
lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the
power that enables him even to subject all things
to himself.

[II. Paul’s Motivation
A. The focus of the prize.

1 Corinthians 1:30 & 31 (ESV) And because of
him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us
wisdom from God, righteousness and
sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the
Lord.”

2 Corinthians 4:6 (ESV) For God, who said, “Let
light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 1:6 (ESV) to the praise of his glorious
grace, with which he has blessed us in the
Beloved.

Philippians 2:11 (ESV) and every tongue confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.

B. The endurance of the prize.

Revelation 1:5 & 6 (ESV) and from Jesus Christ
the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead,
and the ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves
us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 6
and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and
Father, to him be glory and dominion forever
and ever. Amen.

1 Timothy 1:17 (ESV) To the King of the ages,
immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and
glory forever and ever. Amen.

Psalm 103:17 (ESV) But the steadfast love of the
Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those
who fear him, and his righteousness to children’s
children,

Psalm 41:13 (ESV) Blessed be the Lord, the God
of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting! Amen
and Amen.

C. The amen of the prize.

1 Corinthians 14:16 (ESV) Otherwise, if you give
thanks with your spirit, how can anyone in the
position of an outsider say “Amen” to your
thanksgiving when he does not know what you
are saying?

2 Corinthians 1:20 (ESV) For all the promises of
God find their Yes in him. That is why it is
through him that we utter our Amen to God for
his glory.

Revelation 3:14 (ESV) “And to the angel of the
church in Laodicea write: ‘The words of the
Amen, the faithful and true witness, the
beginning of God'’s creation.

Revelation 22:20 (ESV) He who testifies to these
things says, “Surely | am coming soon.” Amen.
Come, Lord Jesus!

Conclusion
1 Thessalonians 1:4 & 5 (ESV) For we know,

brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5
because our gospel came to you not only in word,



but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with
full conviction. You know what kind of men we
proved to be among you for your sake.



