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I have a very solemn message to bring before you today, friends, because I fear there are 
a good many of my hearers who think they are all right, that this sermon is for somebody 
else and not them. I remember listening to a sermon by Mordecai Ham where he relates 
the story of how Billy Graham came to Christ under his preaching. Mordecai Ham said 
Billy Graham came to that tent meeting a clean church member and he got angry at Ham  
for pointing his finger at him and saying he was a sinner that needed to repent. Mordecai 
Ham said, "I never pointed my finger at him. I didn't even know who he was or he was 
there but the Holy Spirit pointed out that finger at him in conviction of sin." Mordecai 
Ham was saying that Billy Graham came to hear a preacher but he didn't come to get 
saved because he thought he already possessed Christ and his righteousness.

I remember myself sitting in meetings where preachers were bringing messages on the 
need for salvation but I sat there with a satisfied smile on my face agreeing with the 
preacher that those sinners around me needed to get saved, but I was the one that needed 
to get to Christ because I was hiding beneath a garment of a good profession but I did not
wear the wedding garment that would prepare me for the marriage supper of the Lamb. 
Why, I knew more of my Bible than most folks in that room. I had two earned doctorates 
from two different seminaries. I had preached in churches and had seen God move under 
my preaching. Surely if anybody was saved, it was me. 

No, friends, I was just a lost preacher on his way to hell and the title of my message 
today, friends, is "How God Saved A Lost Preacher." My text can be found in the Gospel 
of Matthew 22. You can turn in your Bibles there now, friends. We see this guest came 
wearing a garment but it was not the right one. Some folks wear the garment of walking 
an aisle and making a decision as the proof of their right standing before God. Some folks
wear the garment of church membership as proof they are saved. Some folks wear the 
garment of a good opinion of themselves, thinking they are all right before God. Some 
folks wear the garment of good works and a long track record of services as proof of their
acceptance by God. Whatever garment you're wearing, friend, you'd better be sure it's the 
right one in the eyes of God because your opinion, your know-so salvation, your good 
works, won't stack up to a hill of beans in eternity if it's all thrown in the fire of testing 
and you are found without a wedding garment of the righteousness of Christ.

I don't normally preach long sermons for a reason but bear with me today, friends, as I 
have to read us our passage of the parable of the wedding feast and then tell you how God
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saved a lost preacher. Pay attention to this passage of Scripture, friend, because it just 
might be a story about you. 

I did not prepare this message to please you nor to win your acceptance with me. I don't 
care what you think about me. I have more folks that hate me than like me. I prepared this
message so that the Holy Spirit can work to bring conviction to your conscience and 
awaken you to your lost condition. Only God can make you aware that you are lost, that 
the garment of your profession is nothing but filthy rags which will be burned off of you 
in hell's flames. Don't go to hell, friend, as a deceived church member. If you are lost 
Satan will hang onto his goods with all his might because all he has for you is malice. He 
wants a legion of souls in hell's torments with him. 

If you are not clothed in Christ's righteousness and justified in God's sight, wouldn't you 
want to find out that now before it's too late? If you stand at the judgment bar of God 
wearing the garment of your own merits  and you are held up against the strict and severe
law of God, you will fail that test and the sentencing of the law must be carried out and 
that means you as an unsaved sinner will be chained up in hell with God's wrath poured 
out upon you in such fervency it will make the destruction of Sodom look like a 
cakewalk. If the damned in hell could contact you right now, they would warn you not to 
join them. Their shrieks and cries would so alarm you that you would do all you can to 
get an interest in Christ and be saved. I'm warning you, friends, we are living in the last 
times and Christ could return for his bride while I am yet speaking. Don't put off coming 
to Christ.

Here now is our passage of Scripture and listen up, friend, as if your very life was hinged 
on these words and may the Spirit of God strike terror to your soul if you are yet an 
unconverted sinner.

1 And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by parables, and said, 2 
The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage
for his son, 3 And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to 
the wedding: and they would not come. 4 Again, he sent forth other 
servants, saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my 
dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come 
unto the marriage. 5 But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to 
his farm, another to his merchandise: 6 And the remnant took his servants,
and entreated them spitefully, and slew them. 7 But when the king heard 
thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth his armies, and destroyed those 
murderers, and burned up their city. 8 Then saith he to his servants, The 
wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were not worthy. 9 Go ye 
therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the 
marriage. 10 So those servants went out into the highways, and gathered 
together all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding 
was furnished with guests. 11 And when the king came in to see the 
guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment: 12 And 
he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding

Page 2 of 5



garment? And he was speechless. 13 Then said the king to the servants, 
Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer 
darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 14 For many are 
called, but few are chosen. 

I will stop there, friends. I will not give you an exposition of this passage for I feel God 
has brought conviction. It makes little difference what I have to say about God's word so 
long as the Spirit attends it in power. Like I said, only God can make you aware that you 
are lost. Only God can break up your false foundations which you have so long sat upon 
deceived.

I will, however, now share with you, friends, how God saved a lost preacher and that 
preacher was me. For years upon years, I believed myself to be a Christian on his way to 
heaven and my proof of my salvation was my zeal and good works. I thought nothing of 
going out and knocking on doors and ringing doorbells and stopping folks on the street to
hand them a tract and to speak to them about their soul. I was sound biblically for I 
believed my Bible to be the inerrant word of God and I believed in making disciples and 
for years I hosted men in my home, training them to be soul winners and teaching them 
the Bible. Because of my long track record of service in the church and out of it, I 
believed myself to be soundly converted. I preached in churches and at conference after 
conference. I preached in prison and to youth groups in churches. I did all I could with all
my might for God and the Gospel but I was deceived and I was lost. I even went to 
seminary and graduated with four earned degrees and the strength of my belief that I was 
a saved individual. But the devil gives a false peace to many. 

I remember sitting in my seminary graduation dinner surrounded by a group of pastors 
and their wives seated at the table, and the talk went around the table as to who was 
receiving what degrees. One pastor just got his Masters in Divinity. Another man, a 
Doctorate in Theology. One pastor who was seated directly across from me asked me 
what degree I was getting. I replied that I already had my Doctorate, I was now getting 
my Ph.D. To this the pastor said with disdain, "What will they call you, Dr. Dr.?" And 
everyone at that table grabbed their belly and had a good laugh at that one. And years 
later I wrote a little poem to memorialize that occasion. It went like this:

"Dr. Dr. was all the rage,
But Dr. Dr. wasn't saved."

I wasn't saved. 

Then one day I was home alone, my family was out of town and I sat reading a sermon 
from the 18th century by the grandfather of Jonathan Edwards, Solomon Stoddard, and as
I read that sermon which was entitled "The Way to Know Sincerity and Hypocrisy," I 
realized that the watered-down Gospel and the man-centered methodology of the modern 
church had misled me into believing I was saved. Listen, friends, just because the 
majority of churches are doing something does not make the majority right, especially if 
the days in which we live are in a spiritual declension and God has withdrawn himself in 
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remedial judgment against us. I had done what the pastor asked me to do. I responded to 
his invitation and I walked an aisle and decided for Jesus. I mistook that plus a feeling for
salvation but I was deceived. Like I said earlier, only God can make you aware that you 
are lost. 

And after I read that sermon by Solomon Stoddard, which was loaded with the true 
Gospel, God made me aware that I was lost. I argued with God that day that I wasn't lost, 
that I had done this and I had done that for him. For so many years I had taught Sunday 
school and discipled men and witnessed for him and handed out tracts and I reminded 
God that he used me as a preacher in past times. But a feeling of dread came over my 
soul and it overwhelmed my many arguments and I saw they were nothing more than 
works done in the flesh and that right that very moment that God saw me without a 
wedding garment. I had been covering myself with the good opinion of myself but my 
fleshly garment was nothing, nothing but stinking rags in his sight.

I threw myself on the floor of my study and I pounded the floor with my fists and like a 
madman I cried out, "I'm lost! I'm lost!" And when I said that with my lips, God showed 
me that not only was I on my way to hell but that I deserved to go there. I have never 
been so alarmed in my life. All the terrors of judgment were falling upon me. I had to get 
to Christ. I had to get under the blood. 

I began to wrestle with God that afternoon and like Jacob of old I wouldn't let him go 
until he blessed me. I became a seeker that day, friends, an earnest seeker of God and I 
became a beggar that day as well, an empty-handed beggar seeking mercy. And after 
hours of crying out to God on my knees and my face drenched in tears and praying in 
anguish and desperate prayer, I took heaven by violence that day and I strived with all my
might and all I had to enter in at the strait gate because all I was was a miserable guilty 
sinner. God gave me the grace of repentance and faith and, bless God, he saved me. A 
peace came over me. God put a wedding garment on me that day by his grace and when 
he looked at me, I was now clothed in Christ's righteousness and my sins were under his 
blood and I stood justified before a holy God, not for anything I had done but only 
because of his grace. 

That's how God saved a lost preacher. How about you, friend? Have you ever been lost? 
Jesus came to seek and save the lost, not the self-righteous who don't need a physician 
nor a remedy for sin. If you're going to be saved, friend, you must get to Christ and own 
him. Jesus says, "I am the way, the truth and the life; no man cometh unto the Father but 
by me." Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He that cometh to me shall never hunger 
and he that believeth on me shall never thirst." 

The Gospel is for the hungry, the weary and the thirsty. Let me ask you, friend: are you 
hungry for God? Are you weary of your sins? Are you thirsty for Christ? Then come to 
him. Christ is the bread of life. He invites poor sinners to come to him and believe on 
him. The duty required is to come to Christ and he has a pure Gospel promise to all who 
come, "And him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out." 
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Let us pray.
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