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Introduction: 

 

  We trust that you have your Bibles in hand this morning, for we will turn to a great deal of Scripture as 

we address the matters at hand before us in John 12:20ff.  It was Charles Spurgeon who once wrote, 

 

God’s thoughts are best delivered in God’s words; and the more of Scripture there is in our message, the 

more true, the more divine, and the more powerful it will be.1 

 

He would be pleased with the amount of Scripture that we cite today.  But what is most important is that our 

Lord is pleased with His word that we set before us today.  May our God bless His word to our 

understanding, our contemplation, and its employment in our lives.  

 

  In John 12 we read of our Lord Jesus entering Jerusalem, the event which commences His Passion 

Week, the last week of His earthly ministry.  This week concluded in His arrest, trials, crucifixion, burial, 

and His resurrection.  The record of our Lord’s Passion Week begins with John 12 and culminates with John 

20.  The last chapter of John, chapter 21, addresses His post resurrection appearances to His disciples.  But in 

the chapters before us there is recorded for us much of our Lord’s personal interaction with His apostles.  He 

informed them quite significantly of the nature of His relationship with His Father, as well as the relationship 

that exists and should exist among His followers.  We also have before us in these chapters more information 

regarding the person and work of the Holy Spirit than in any other place in the Holy Scriptures.  It is a rich 

portion of God’s Word.  We will be here a while, Lord willing. 

 

  With the opening of John 12 we considered the anointing of Jesus by Mary with view to His burial.  

But it was not simply an anointing preparing His body for burial, but it was an anointing with view to His 

enthronement as the promised King of Israel, who would inaugurate the long-anticipated kingdom of God.   

  Last Lord’s Day we considered John’s account of the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem as the 

King of Israel, who was destined to reign over His kingdom.  His reign would begin upon His cross and with 

His resurrection and exaltation.  But from this beginning His kingdom would expand, and in just a few 

decades it would be extend to the farthest points of world, the Roman Empire of the day.   

  With the remainder of John 12 that we will begin to consider today, which is John 12:20 through 50, at 

the end of the chapter, we have a formal conclusion to the public ministry of Jesus.  In the verses that we will 

begin to consider today (vs. 20-36), we will consider the necessity and the certainty of our Lord’s 

crucifixion, which resulted in His kingdom being inaugurated, which would allow the possibility, even the 

certainty, that His kingdom would include Gentile disciples throughout the world.   

  Here is John 12:20-36: 

 

  20Now there were certain Greeks among those who came up to worship at the feast.  21Then they 

came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked him, saying, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.”  
22Philip came and told Andrew, and in turn Andrew and Philip told Jesus. 

  23But Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour has come that the Son of Man should be glorified.  
24Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but 

if it dies, it produces much grain.  25He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this 

                                                      
1 CSB Spurgeon Study Bible (Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), p. 982. 
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world will keep it for eternal life.  26If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My 

servant will be also.  If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor. 

  27“Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say?  ‘Father, save Me from this hour’?  But for this 

purpose I came to this hour.  28Father, glorify Your name.” 

  Then a voice came from heaven, saying, “I have both glorified it and will glorify it again.” 

  29Therefore the people who stood by and heard it said that it had thundered.  Others said, “An angel 

has spoken to Him.” 

  30Jesus answered and said, “This voice did not come because of Me, but for your sake.  31Now is 

the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.  32And I, if I am lifted up from 

the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.”  33This He said, signifying by what death He would die. 

  34The people answered Him, “We have heard from the law that the Christ remains forever; and how 

can You say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’?  Who is this Son of Man?” 

  35Then Jesus said to them, “A little while longer the light is with you.  Walk while you have the 

light, lest darkness overtake you; he who walks in darkness does not know where he is going.  36While 

you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light.”  These things Jesus spoke, 

and departed, and was hidden from them.  

 

  We may consider this passage using the following outline: 

 

1.  The desire and request of “the Greeks” (12:20, 21) 

2.  Jesus speaks of the necessity of His cross in order to inaugurate and advance His kingdom (12:22-26)  

3.  Jesus’ appeal for help from His Father to endure His cross (12:27, 28) 

4.  The Father purposed to glorify Jesus before the people through His cross (12:29-33) 

5.  Jesus exhorts those Jews who heard Him to believe that which they had been taught and had witnessed 

regarding Him (12:34-36).  

 

  This passage is rich with content and with implications, which will permit us to only address the first 

two of these points today.  But we are in no hurry to address the matters before us, for we desire richness of 

meaning and understanding, rather than a cursory or superficial consideration of this most important matter. 

 

***************** 

 

I.  The desire and request of “the Greeks” (12:20-22) 

 

  We read in verse 20 of “certain Greeks” who wished to see Jesus.  “Now there were certain Greeks 

among those who came up to worship at the feast.”  Clearly what they desired was to meet Jesus personally 

and to converse with Him.  These Greeks are to be commended for their desire to see Jesus.  But they not 

only desired to see Him, they made effort to see Him.  Some express desire to “see” Jesus, but make no effort 

to do so.  May we be earnest seekers of our Lord Jesus.  Each of us should possess the desire to “see” Jesus 

as He is in truth, and each of us should make great effort to do so. 

 

  In their seeking, these Greeks approached one of Jesus’ disciples, Philip.  And so we read in verses 21 

and 22, “Then they came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked him, saying, ‘Sir, we 

wish to see Jesus.’  Philip came and told Andrew, and in turn Andrew and Philip told Jesus.”   
  Who were these “Greeks”?  Some have proposed that they were Jews, who were from the Greco-

Roman world.  In the first century there were Jews who were rather high and mighty in their own estimation, 

thinking that they were the purest and most devout of Jews, for they were born and raised in Palestine, 

particularly Judea.  These were known as Palestinian Jews.  But due to the diaspora (exile) of the Jewish 

people by the Assyrians and later Babylonians (8th and 6th c. BC), there were Jews who lived all over the 

known world.  These Jews were known as Hellenistic Jews, whose world view was shaped by the dominant, 

universal Greek language and culture.  They were people influenced largely by the Greco-Roman world in 

which they had lived for many generations.  Although the Roman Empire had been the dominant political 
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force in the world for nearly 100 years, the language and culture of Greece remained predominant, having 

been spread and established through the conquests of Alexander the Great (d. 322 BC).  

  There was quite a distinction and, frankly, a cultural animosity between the Palestinian Jews and the 

Hellenistic Jews.  The Jewish synagogues of Jerusalem could be classified as either Palestinian or 

Hellenistic.2  They did not cooperate with one another to a great extent.  And even after the early church had 

grown greatly in Jerusalem and the surrounding areas, the Jewish Christians had retained this Hellenistic and 

Palestinian distinction with subsequent problems arising in the churches.  We read on this in Acts 6:1ff. 

 

  Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint 

against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution.  
2Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, “It is not desirable that we should 

leave the word of God and serve tables.  3Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of 

good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; 4but we 

will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 

  5And the saying pleased the whole multitude.  And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the 

Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, 
6whom they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid hands on them. 

  7Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and 

a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith. 

 

  This problem arose because the Hellenistic Jewish Christians believed that their widows were not 

being cared for to the same degree as the widows of the “Hebrews”, that is, the Palestinian Jewish Christians.  

Interestingly, the apostles had the people choose men of sound faith and indisputable character which the 

apostles then put in charge of this matter.3  They chose seven men, whose Greek names suggest that they 

were all Hellenistic Jewish Christians.  These men are commonly believed to have been the first men chosen 

to serve in the office of deacon in the church.  

  And so, there are those who argue that these “Greeks” who desired to see Jesus, were Hellenistic Jews.  

But this would be a wrong identification of these men.  It is apparent that these men were Gentiles, not Jews.  

Why were they not called “Gentiles”, but called “Greeks”?  All Gentiles of the Hellenistic world of the 

Roman Empire would be referred to as “Greeks”, for they spoke Greek as their primary language and their 

culture was Greek. 

  There were indeed Gentiles who had become Jewish proselytes.  There were not large numbers of 

these people, but there were some.  They were regarded and treated as ‘almost’ Jews.  They would be 

allowed on the temple mount but they could only go as far as the Court of the Gentiles.  But these “Greeks” 

were probably Gentile “God-fearers”, but not necessarily proselytes to Judaism.  Of these “Greeks”, Donald 

Carson (b. 1947) wrote: 

 

It is possible that they were proselytes, i.e. fully fledged converts to Judaism who would have been 

permitted to worship with Jews, but this cannot be inferred from the text, since other Gentiles who are 

said to have gone up to worship could not possibly be proselytes (e.g. the Ethiopian eunuch, Acts 

8:27…).  Like Cornelius  (Acts 10) or the centurion who loved the Jews and built them a synagogue 

(Luke 7:5), such Greeks admired much that they saw in Judaism without becoming official converts, and 

sometimes attended the Great Jewish festivals at Jerusalem, where they were admitted to the court of the 

Gentiles…  Entrance to the inner courts was forbidden, on pain of death, to all Gentiles save proselytes.  

Warning notices were posted on the barrier (‘the dividing wall of hostility’, Eph. 2:14) that separated the 

inner courts from the court of the Gentiles.4 

                                                      
2 Acts 6:9 makes reference to “the synagogue of the Freemen”, which would have been a synagogue of Hellenistic Jews. 
3 By the way, this is an illustration of congregational church government that is biblical and has been a long-held 

conviction and practice by Baptist churches.  The gathered congregation chose the men who would become deacons and 

then the apostles installed them in the ministry of the church. 
4 Donald Carson, The Gospel According to John (William B. Eerdmans. 1991), p. 436. 
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  These Greeks of John 12:21 are set forth in contrast to the Pharisees.  “Enough for us to know that 

they showed more interest in Christ than Caiaphas and all his companions.”5  The Pharisees were frustrated, 

envious, and angry at the influence and popularity of Jesus.  But these “Greeks” were drawn to Him.  They 

wished to see Jesus.   

  But it is important that we understand that these “Greeks” mentioned in John 12:20 in some way 

represent all of the Gentiles of the world who would later become Christians.  Therefore these few verses of 

John 12:20 and 21 signal one of the greatest turning points in the history of redemption.  The Old 

Testament prophets had declared clearly and frequently that when the promised King of Israel, the Son of 

David, inaugurated the Messianic kingdom that not only a remnant of Jewish people would become citizens 

of this kingdom, but a great number of Gentiles would also become kingdom citizens.  These “Greeks”, who 

wished to see Jesus, signal that not only the Messianic kingdom would soon be inaugurated, but that it would 

experience tremendous expansion throughout the Gentile world.  God was about to do a great, world-

impacting work, which would be accomplished through the death on the cross of Jesus Christ.  

 

  Let us consider some Old Testament passages that speak of future inclusion of Gentiles into the 

promised kingdom of God.  We may begin by considering God’s dealings with Abraham, who was the 

progenitor of the Jewish people and the nation of Israel.  Abram, who was later renamed Abraham, was 

himself a Gentile, whom God called to come forth from Mesopotamia to travel to Canaan.  It was to Abram 

that God came and to whom God made His covenantal promises.  God declared that through Abram He 

would bring His blessing upon all the nations (Gentiles) of the earth.  Here is God’s initial promise to Abram 

recorded in Genesis 12:1ff.  

 

“Get out of your country, 

  From your family 

  And from your father’s house, 

  To a land that I will show you. 
  2I will make you a great nation; 

  I will bless you 

  And make your name great; 

  And you shall be a blessing. 
  3I will bless those who bless you, 

  And I will curse him who curses you; 

  And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 

Here, therefore, in God’s initial commitment to Abram, made reference to the Gentile nations.  They were 

“all the families of the earth” that would be blessed due to God’s blessing of Abram. 

  Later God again appeared to Abram, giving more detail of His plans and purposes through him.  We 

read in Genesis 17:1ff  

 

  When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am 

Almighty God; walk before Me and be blameless.  2And I will make My covenant between Me and you, 

and will multiply you exceedingly.”  3Then Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying: 
4“As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you shall be a father of many nations.  5No longer 

shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you a father of 

many nations.  6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall 

come from you.  7And I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you 

in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and your descendants after you. 

 

                                                      
5 J. C. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on John, vol. 2 (The Banner of Truth Trust, 1987, orig. 1869), pp. 375f. 
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  Here we see again that God intended Abraham to be the father, or the spiritual progenitor of not just 

his own physical descendants, but that he would be the spiritual father of “the nations” of the world.  The 

apostle Paul would later make this declaration regarding salvation through faith in Jesus Christ: 

 
16Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the promise might be sure to all the 

seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the 

father of us all 17(as it is written, “I have made you a father of many nations”) in the presence of Him 

whom he believed—God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though 

they did; 18who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he became the father of many nations, 

according to what was spoken, “So shall your descendants be.” 

 

From the earliest days when God had called Abraham to live in faith before Him, there was hope held forth 

for the salvation of the Gentile nations. 

 

  After several hundreds of years, God constituted Israel as a nation at Mount Sinai.  God entered a 

covenant relationship with the ethnic Jews, the people of Israel, as His unique and special people, and 

thereby distinguished them from all the nations of the world.  When God did so, He promised that He would 

favor Israel as His people, setting them apart and distinct from the Gentile nations.  Here is God’s word to 

Israel: 

 

  3And Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you 

shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel: 4‘You have seen what I did to the 

Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to Myself.  5Now therefore, if you will 

indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all 

people; for all the earth is Mine.  6And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ 

These are the words which you shall speak to the children of Israel.” (Exo. 19:3-6) 
 

  This promise was repeated in Deuteronomy 7:6.  Moses declared to his people, “For you are a holy 

people to the LORD your God; the LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for Himself, a special 

treasure above all the peoples on the face of the earth.”   
  God declared Israel to be His “son”, whom He purposed to exalt, who was to honor his Father, and to 

whom God would give the nations as an inheritance.  God said to Pharaoh, “Thus says the LORD, Israel is 

my firstborn son” (Exod. 4:22).  As a result of this special relationship of God with Israel as a nation, through 

much of Old Testament history the Gentiles of the world were excluded from the place of God’s blessing.  

God had purposed to show His favor upon His people Israel, which He did not purpose to do for the Gentile 

nations. 

  But even through the history of the people of Israel as God’s unique and chosen people, they were 

called to be a witness of the nature and ways of the true God to the nations of the world.  They were to be a 

kingdom of priests to declare the glory of God to the Gentile nations.  God had declared to them “You shall 

be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Exo. 19:6).  This great purpose of God may be seen in 

Solomon’s dedication of the Jewish temple in Jerusalem.  Solomon pronounced these words, 

 

  32“Moreover, concerning a foreigner, who is not of Your people Israel, but has come from a far 

country for the sake of Your great name and Your mighty hand and Your outstretched arm, when they 

come and pray in this temple; 33then hear from heaven Your dwelling place, and do according to all for 

which the foreigner calls to You, that all peoples of the earth may know Your name and fear You, as do 

Your people Israel, and that they may know that this temple which I have built is called by Your name. 

(2 Chron. 6:32-33)  
 

  Of course Israel as God’s Son failed miserably in bringing the nations to the place in which they 

would glorify God.  Because of their sin, the Apostle Paul declared that they had actually led the Gentiles to 

blaspheme God rather than glorify Him.  Paul wrote, “For the name of God is blasphemed among the 
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Gentiles because of you” (Rom. 2:24).  It was in God’s purpose, therefore, to raise up His faithful Son, Jesus 

Christ, to bring forth His glory to the Gentiles, which is unfaithful son, Israel, had failed to do.  What we 

have before us in John 12 is a description and declaration of this great work of our Savior.  Jesus Christ 

would bring forth the glory of God to the Gentiles, and they would rejoice in that glory.  

 

  But it was later in the Old Testament record, upon God’s judgment of Israel for having broken its 

covenant with Him, that God made known quite clearly of His purpose to include Gentiles into His coming 

kingdom became pronounced.  In Isaiah’s prophecy of the coming Messianic kingdom the prophet declared 

these words:  

 

And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse,  

Who shall stand as a banner to the people;  

For the Gentiles shall seek Him,  

And His resting place shall be glorious. (Isa. 11:10) 

 

  Later in Isaiah 42, we read of the prophecy of Jesus Christ, the Servant of the Lord: 

 

 “Behold!  My Servant whom I uphold, 

  My Elect One in whom My soul delights!  

  I have put My Spirit upon Him; 

  He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles. 
 2He will not cry out, nor raise His voice, 

  Nor cause His voice to be heard in the street. 

 3A bruised reed He will not break, 

  And smoking flax He will not quench; 

  He will bring forth justice for truth. 
 4He will not fail nor be discouraged, 

  Till He has established justice in the earth; 

  And the coastlands (i.e. Gentile lands) shall wait for His law.” (Isa. 42:1-4) 

 

  And further down in verses 6 and 7 God the Father declared this promise to His Son: 

 

“I, the LORD, have called You in righteousness, 

 And will hold Your hand; 

  I will keep You and give You as a covenant to the people, 

 As a light to the Gentiles, 
7To open blind eyes, 

 To bring out prisoners from the prison, 

 Those who sit in darkness from the prison house. (Isa. 42:6, 7) 

 

  One more passage we will cite is in Isaiah 52:7-15.   

 

   How beautiful upon the mountains 

   Are the feet of him who brings good news, 

   Who proclaims peace, 

   Who brings glad tidings of good things, 

   Who proclaims salvation, 

   Who says to Zion, 

  “Your God reigns!” 

  8Your watchmen shall lift up their voices, 

   With their voices they shall sing together; 

   For they shall see eye to eye 
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   When the LORD brings back Zion. 

  9Break forth into joy, sing together, 

   You waste places of Jerusalem! 

   For the LORD has comforted His people, 

   He has redeemed Jerusalem. 
 10The LORD has made bare His holy arm 

   In the eyes of all the nations; 

   And all the ends of the earth shall see 

   The salvation of our God. 

 
 11Depart!  Depart!  Go out from there, 

   Touch no unclean thing; 

   Go out from the midst of her, 

   Be clean, 

   You who bear the vessels of the LORD. 
 12For you shall not go out with haste, 

   Nor go by flight; 

   For the LORD will go before you, 

   And the God of Israel will be your rear guard. 

 
 13Behold, My Servant shall deal prudently; 

   He shall be exalted and extolled and be very high. 
 14Just as many were astonished at you, 

   So His visage was marred more than any man, 

   And His form more than the sons of men; 
 15So shall He sprinkle many nations. 

   Kings shall shut their mouths at Him; 

   For what had not been told them they shall see, 

   And what they had not heard they shall consider. 

 

  Here we read of the Servant of God, even Jesus Christ, who begins to reign over His kingdom.  It was 

through and due to His suffering unto death that He began to reign.  He was “exalted and extolled very high.”  

News of what He had done and the fact that God had enthroned Him as King would be proclaimed 

throughout the world.  “In the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth (i.e. Gentiles) shall see the 

salvation of our God” (v. 10).  This gospel, or good news, would be carried by God-called preachers.  Paul 

quotes this verse in Romans 10:15: 

 

   How beautiful upon the mountains 

   Are the feet of him who brings good news, 

   Who proclaims peace, 

   Who brings glad tidings of good things, 

   Who proclaims salvation,  

   Who says to Zion, 

  “Your God reigns!” (Isa. 52:7) 

 

  We will cite one more passage and then we will return to our text in John 12.  We read of God’s 

promise to Gentiles that He would commission His Servant, Jesus Christ, to bring them to salvation.  After 

redeeming a remnant of Jews unto Himself, the Father would give Him an innumerable number of Gentiles 

who would also be incorporated into His kingdom.  Here is Isaiah 49:1-6. 

 

   “Listen, O coastlands (i.e. where Gentiles live), to Me, 

    And take heed, you peoples from afar! 
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    The LORD has called Me from the womb; 

    From the matrix of My mother He has made mention of My name. 

  2And He has made My mouth like a sharp sword; 

    In the shadow of His hand He has hidden Me, 

    And made Me a polished shaft; 

    In His quiver He has hidden Me.” 

 
 3“And He said to me, 

  ‘You are My servant, O Israel, 

    In whom I will be glorified.’ 

  4Then I said, ‘I have labored in vain, 

    I have spent my strength for nothing and in vain; 

    Yet surely my just reward is with the LORD, 

    And my work with my God.’” 

 

 5“And now the LORD says, 

    Who formed Me from the womb to be His Servant, 

    To bring Jacob back to Him, 

    So that Israel is gathered to Him 

    (For I shall be glorious in the eyes of the LORD, 

    And My God shall be My strength), 

   6Indeed He says, 

   ‘It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant 

    To raise up the tribes of Jacob, 

    And to restore the preserved ones of Israel; 

    I will also give You as a light to the Gentiles, 

    That You should be My salvation to the ends of the earth.’ ” 

 

  Even though it appeared that the Lord Jesus had not accomplished anything by His dying upon His 

cross, nevertheless, we see what God wrought through His sacrifice.  The kingdom over which He reigns 

expands throughout the world, even the ends of the earth. 

  We could multiply passages and verses that speak of the Gentiles throughout the world becoming 

citizens of the kingdom of the Jewish Messiah.  But what we have read is sufficient to make the point, that 

God had through Israel’s history intended to bring the Gentile nations to become subjects to the kingdom of 

the Messiah, the Son of David. 

 

  Let us return to our text of John 12:20f.  We read that when these Greeks wished to see Jesus, they did 

so apparently with some trepidation.  They would see Jesus, but they would approach Him through Philip, 

rather than directly.  As Gentiles, they were excluded from the covenant people of God, and they knew it.  

There was great division in thinking and often great hostility in practice between the Jews and Gentiles.  But 

these Greeks, nevertheless, wished to see Jesus.  But how could this long-established breach between these 

people be bridged?  Had not God Himself excluded the Gentiles from participation with His people in His 

covenant with Israel?  Paul wrote of Gentile Christians, who were at one time without Christ, that they were 

then “Gentiles in the flesh—who are called Uncircumcision by what is called the Circumcision made in the 

flesh by hands.”  When these Greeks wished to see Jesus, they were at that time “without Christ, being aliens 

from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without 

God in the world” (cf. Eph. 2:12).  But here they are, “certain Greeks”, who came to Philip, saying, “Sir, we 

wish to see Jesus.” 

  Why did they come to Philip?  These Greeks may have been from a region of Northeast Galilee, 

Decapolis, a Gentile region where Greek was the common language of the people.  Galilee, although 

populated by the Jewish people, was frequently called “Galilee of the Gentiles”, because there were major 

highways that went from Galilee directly into nearby Gentile lands, but also because that region was in close 



 9 

proximity to Decapolis.  In addition, however, we read that this Philip6 was from the Galilean city of 

Bethsaida, which would have been near this Gentile population north of Galilee.  Again, here are Donald 

Carson’s comments: 

 

If they were from the Decapolis or from one of the territories north and east of Lake Galilee (e.g. 

Batanea, Gaulanitus, Trachonitis), it would not have taken much effort to find out which of the 

disciples came from the nearest town, and Philip’s hometown, Bethsaida in Galilee (in fact, located in 

Gaulanitus) qualified.  Alternatively, they may have been drawn to Philip because, like Andrew, he 

had a Greek name (though both disciples were Jews).  Why they approached one of the disciples 

instead of Jesus Himself is not stated: perhaps it was because they were still uncertain as to how (or 

whether) Jesus would receive Gentiles.7  

 

  All of the Gospel writers had intimated that Jesus had anticipated the conversion of Gentiles even 

though He was sent principally only to the Jewish people.  Even when Jesus asserted His intention to 

minister only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, He showed mercy on a Gentile woman who came to 

Him with her request that He heal her daughter.  Here is Matthew’s account of this event: 

 

  21Then Jesus went out from there and departed to the region of Tyre and Sidon.  22And behold, a 

woman of Canaan came from that region and cried out to Him, saying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, 

Son of David! My daughter is severely demon-possessed.” 

   23But He answered her not a word. 

     And His disciples came and urged Him, saying, “Send her away, for she cries out after us.” 

   24But He answered and said, “I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 

   25Then she came and worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, help me!” 

   26But He answered and said, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the little 

dogs.” 
  27And she said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters’ 

table.” 

  28Then Jesus answered and said to her, “O woman, great is your faith!  Let it be to you as you 

desire.”  And her daughter was healed from that very hour. (Matt. 15:21-28) 

 

  In the Synoptics (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) we also read of Jesus coming to the assistance of the 

Gentile centurion who requested that Jesus heal his servant.  Both Matthew and Luke recorded this account.  

Here is Matthew’s record:  

 

  5Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, pleading with Him, 6saying, 

“Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, dreadfully tormented.” 

  7And Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal him.” 

  8The centurion answered and said, “Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under my roof.  

But only speak a word, and my servant will be healed.  9For I also am a man under authority, having 

soldiers under me.  And I say to this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and 

to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 

  10When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to those who followed, “Assuredly, I say to you, I 

have not found such great faith, not even in Israel!  11And I say to you that many will come from east 

and west, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.  12But the sons of 

the kingdom will be cast out into outer darkness.  There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  
13Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go your way; and as you have believed, so let it be done for you.”  

And his servant was healed that same hour. (Matt. 8:5-13) 

                                                      
6 This Philip was an apostle (cf. Matt. 10:1ff), who is not to be confused with Philip who was a deacon in the church at 

Jerusalem, who had engaged the Ethiopian eunuch with the gospel.  
7 Carson, pp. 436f. 
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  Jesus declared that many Gentiles would be converted and come to have an equal standing with Jews 

in the kingdom of God, even when many Jewish people would be excluded from the kingdom.  He thereby 

declared that many Gentiles would be included in the kingdom of God over which He was King.   

  These few encounters and His dealings with Gentiles during His earthly ministry foreshadowed the 

gospel going forth into the Gentile world.  Jesus had the desire and responsibility to go to the Jews first, but 

then afterward the gospel would be taken to the Gentile world.   

  But again, how would this great division and distinction between the Jewish and Gentile peoples be 

demolished and how could the Gentiles become kingdom citizens of equal standing and stature?  We see the 

remedy suggested in Jesus’ response to the request of Philip and Andrew on behalf of these Greeks. 

 

 

II.  Jesus speaks of the necessity of His cross in order to inaugurate and advance His kingdom (12:23-

26)  

 

 A.  His death would result in the great expansion of His kingdom (12:23, 24) 

 

  23But Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour has come that the Son of Man should be glorified.  
24Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but 

if it dies, it produces much grain.   

 

  The first words Jesus declared in response to these Greeks who wished to see Him were these, “The 

hour has come.”  The Gospel writer had declared on a number of occasions that His hour had not yet come.  

Jesus had first told His mother at the wedding in Cana, Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does your concern 

have to do with Me?  My hour has not yet come” (2:4).  In John 7, when His enemies sought to capture Him, 

John wrote, “Therefore they sought to take Him; but no one laid a hand on Him, because His hour had not 

yet come” (7:30).  And in John 8:20, we read this summary statement regarding our Lord, “These words 

Jesus spoke in the treasury, as He taught in the temple; and no one laid hands on Him, for His hour had not 

yet come.”  But here in John 12:23 Jesus declared, “My hour has come.”  Here is a good explanation of the 

expression, “the hour”: 

 

  Jesus declares the arrival of His hour: “The hour has come”.  The term “the hour” is a technical one 

in the Gospel, and until this verse it has always been described as in the future.  Although intimately 

connected to the death of Jesus, “the hour” is also connected to Jesus in a much broader sense, not only 

at the point of the cross but also His going to the Father in His glorification.  This explains why, 

according to Jesus, the arrival of “the hour” is “for the Son of man to be glorified”.  The purpose of “the 

hour,” denoted by the purpose clause (ina plus the subjunctive), is the glorification of the Son.  This is a 

strange paradox; the hour of glorification of Jesus is also (and simultaneously) the hour of His death.  

This is the “lifting up” or exaltation of the King.8   

 

  Jesus declared that the time had arrived that the Son of Man should be “glorified.”  What is meant by 

being glorified?  It speaks of God the Father enthroning Him as the promised King, the Son of David, the 

Son of God, over the promised kingdom of God.  He would be declared to be “Lord of lords and King of 

kings”, being exalted and established as the Ruler over all the earth, even as He would bring expansion to the 

citizenry of His kingdom as both Jews and Gentiles came to hear who He was, what He had become, and 

when they learned how God would have them to respond to this new reality of Jesus as Lord. 

  Psalm 2 is a prophecy that celebrates God the Father enthroning His Son, the Son of David, on the 

throne over His kingdom.  In this Psalm Gentiles are also said to come and submit to Jesus as Lord as 

subjects of His kingdom.  Here is Psalm 2: 

 

                                                      
8 Edward W. Klink, III, John.  Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Zondervan, 2016), p. 551. 
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   Why do the nations rage, 

   And the people plot a vain thing? 

  2The kings of the earth set themselves, 

   And the rulers take counsel together, 

   Against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying, 
3“Let us break their bonds in pieces 

  And cast away their cords from us.” 

 
  4He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; 

   The Lord shall hold them in derision. 

  5Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, 

   And distress them in His deep displeasure: 
6“Yet I have set My King 

   On My holy hill of Zion.” 

 
7“I will declare the decree: 

   The LORD has said to Me, 

  ‘You are My Son, 

   Today I have begotten You. 

  8Ask of Me, and I will give You 

   The nations for Your inheritance, 

   And the ends of the earth for Your possession. 

  9You shall break them with a rod of iron; 

   You shall dash them to pieces like a potter’s vessel.’” 

 
 10Now therefore, be wise, O kings; 

   Be instructed, you judges of the earth. 
 11Serve the LORD with fear, 

   And rejoice with trembling. 
 12Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, 

   And you perish in the way, 

   When His wrath is kindled but a little. 

   Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him. (Psa. 2:1-12) 

 

  Although the rulers of both the Jews and Romans sought to destroy Jesus so that He could not reign as 

the Davidic king over the promised Messianic kingdom (cf. Acts 4:24-28), nevertheless their efforts were 

futile, for God the Father raised Him from the dead and enthroned Him in heaven.  And then in answer to His 

Son’s request, the Father gave Him the Gentile nations as His inheritance.  Gentiles became believing, 

submitted subjects of His kingdom, which has continued to be realized in this church age. 

 

  Returning to John 12, we know that the Lord was referring to His death in His being glorified is made 

clear in His next statement in verse 24: “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the 

ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.”  In other words, the giving of His 

life on the cross would result in life springing up in great degree and quantity—it produces much grain. 

  The great world-wide expansion of the kingdom would take place through His death on the cross.  

Because He gave His life as a sacrifice for sin, God could and would freely and fully show mercy and bestow 

grace upon guilty sinners, whether Jewish sinners or Gentile sinners.  The result would be that the citizenry 

of His kingdom would increase, encompassing a people from every tribe and every nation.  Revelation 5:1-

14 depicts this great event.  
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  8Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down 

before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the 

saints.  9And they sang a new song, saying: 

 
 “You are worthy to take the scroll, 

   And to open its seals; 

   For You were slain, 

   And have redeemed us to God by Your blood 

   Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 
 10And have made us kings and priests to our God; 

   And we shall reign on the earth.” 

 

   11Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, and 

the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, 
12saying with a loud voice: 

 

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 

  To receive power and riches and wisdom, 

  And strength and honor and glory and blessing!” 

 

  13And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the 

sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying: 

 

“Blessing and honor and glory and power 

  Be to Him who sits on the throne, 

  And to the Lamb, forever and ever!” 

 

  14Then the four living creatures said, “Amen!”  And the twenty-four elders fell down and 

worshiped Him who lives forever and ever. (Rev. 5:8-14) 

 

  But not only did the death of Jesus Christ on His cross secure the redemption of all of His people, 

but… 

 

 B.  His death sets forth the course of life for all who would enter and enjoy His eternal kingdom 

(12:25, 26) 

 

  We read in verses 25 and 26, 

 

  25He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal 

life.  26If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also.  If anyone 

serves Me, him My Father will honor. 

 

  Just as our Lord Jesus was faithful to His Father, obeying Him as it led to and resulted in His death on 

the cross, so every true disciple, that is, every true Christian, must follow Him in the same path.  As J. C. 

Ryle wrote, “We learn, for one thing, from our Lord’s words in this passage, that death is the way to spiritual 

life and glory.”9  The cross of our Savior and Lord directs us how to live.  We are to die to ourselves and this 

world, so that we might keep ourselves unto eternal life.  The Christian is “to hate his life”, which is a word 

of hyperbole in order to emphasize how much more we should desire and order our life with view to eternal 

life.  We are to deny ourselves of doing our own will and by His grace purpose to do His will.  And when we 

fail to do so, which is happens all too frequently, we repent of our sin and once again pick up our cross and 

                                                      
9 J. C. Ryle, John, vol. 2, p. 376. 
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follow Him, but generally doing so a little more humbly and a little more trusting.  The outcome of this way 

of faith, this way of living, is everlasting life.  We will come forth from our graves onto a glorious life before 

God even as we share in His rule in His everlasting kingdom.  Again, J. C. Ryle (1816-1900) wrote: 

 

“He that hateth his life shall keep it.”  He that would be saved must be ready to give up life itself, if 

necessary, in order to obtain salvation.  He must bury his love for the world, with its riches, honours, 

pleasures, and rewards, with a full belief that in so doing he will reap a better harvest, both here and 

hereafter.  He who loves the life that is so much that he cannot deny himself anything for the sake of his 

soul, will find at length that he has lost everything.  He, on the contrary, who is ready to cast away 

everything most dear to him in this life, if it stands in the way of his soul, and to crucify the flesh with its 

affections, and lusts, will find at length that he is no loser.  In a word, his losses will prove nothing in 

comparison to his gains.10 

 

Conclusion: 

 

  What we have declared today is not the common understanding of the nature of our Lord’s kingdom.11  

Most of the passages that we cited from the Old Testament respecting the promised King and kingdom are 

claimed to take place in a future, 1,000 year reign of Christ that will commence after the second coming of 

Jesus Christ.  It is commonly taught that no Old Testament passage foretold the state of the kingdom of God 

that we currently enjoy in this church age.  They teach that every reference to the kingdom found in the Old 

Testament pointed to a future earthly Jewish millennium of 1,000 years.  May we not so diminish the glory 

of our Lord Jesus Christ and what He has already accomplished due to His cross.  The promised “King of 

Israel” reigns over His kingdom (cf. John 12:13). 

 

***************** 

 

“Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, 

be honour and glory for ever and ever.  Amen.” (1 Timothy 1:17) 

 

                                                      
10 Ibid, p. 377. 
11 What we have presented is an amillennial understanding of the Kingdom of God, even the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 


