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Introduction: What is John the Baptist’s importance?  John the Baptist is the greatest man born of a 
woman until the coming of the kingdom of heaven, according to Jesus.  What significance does John 
have in his short ministry?

1. Jesus speaks of John’s greatness in Matthew 11:7-19.  The crowds had many opinions of John
but Jesus shows them all to be wrong, vv 7-9.  John was more than a prophet he was the object of 
prophesy, vv 10, 14.  See Malachi 3:1; 4:5.  John occupied a place in redemptive history which Isaiah 
did not, nor Jeremiah, nor Daniel.  He has a special and unique part to play in God's work of 
redemption.

2. Having seen the greatness of John, you must not miss what Jesus says.  However great was 
John, the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater, Matthew 11:11.  How, if you have pledged your 
allegiance to King Jesus and are now a subject of the kingdom of heaven, can it be that you are 
greater than John the Baptist?

3.  We noted last Sunday that every gospel writer, inspired by the Holy Spirit, identifies John the
Baptist with the same quote from Isaiah 40:3.  See Matthew 3:3; Mark 1:2-3; Luke 3:4-5 and John 
1:23.  John identifies himself by quoting Isaiah.  But the priests and Levites virtually ignore his Old 
Testament quote and question him about his authorization to baptize.

4. What is the theme of Isaiah?  We might take 1:27-28 as the theme statement of the prophet.  
In agreement with this is the very meaning of Isaiah’s name, “The LORD is Salvation.”  

5. How does the Holy Spirit unpack this theme?  Isaiah 1-39 discover Israel’s and her 
neighbors wickedness and the threatened future judgment of God along with His present temporal 
judgment.  See chapter 1.  Isaiah 40-66 discover Israel’s Saving Hero, the Messiah, and the 
prosperity of His Kingdom over the whole earth.  Here we have the four famous servant songs: 42:1-7;
49:1-6; 50:4-9; 52:13-53:12.

6. When one has just cause for war what does God command him to do as he prepares to 
engage in battle against a city?  God’s unchanging will is revealed to us regarding this question in 
Deuteronomy 20:10-13.

7. Who is John the Baptist?  Isaiah 40:3 answers, “A voice crying in the wilderness.”  He is 
God’s last offer of peace to an obstinate people.  The Saving Hero has mounted His horse and has 
come to wage war against apostasy and unbelief.  John the Baptist comes and declares the terms of 
peace, repent and be baptized; believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.  Further John, the faithful emissary, 
declares that if Israel remains unbelieving and unrepentant that judgment will come from Him who sits
on the white horse.  John denounces sin and self-righteousness as He announces the presence of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.1

8.  What wilderness?   John’s preaching and baptizing was declaring to proud self-righteous 
Israel that she was spiritually a wilderness in need of cleansing by the Messiah.  How does one clear 
the way for the LORD?  By exposing their error and folly.  John 1:13.

9. Now we can answer our previous question, “How, if you have pledged your allegiance to King

1 The cities of refuge had their roads and signs well maintained so that the man-slayer might run quickly to them.



Jesus and are now a subject of the kingdom of heaven, can it be that you are greater than John the 
Baptist?”  You living after the coming of the kingdom, after the ministry, crucifixion, resurrection, 
ascension and Pentecost, have far greater gospel privileges and blessings than had John the Baptist!  
Remember John's doubt when he was in prison?2

10. But to anyone who does not believe in the Lord Jesus, do you not realize how dangerous your
condition is now?  You have heard the terms of peace as offered by the Living and True God.  When 
He comes to you, should you refuse His gracious offer, He will come with terrible judgment.  Lay 
down your arms and live.

2 Matthew 11:2-6


