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Introduction: Can it be right when celebrating what was once referred to as, “the experiment of a 
representative republic,” that we should pay so little attention to what played so large a part in its
very conception and birthing?  I speak particularly of the Christian religion, but even more 
particularly of Presbyterianism.  The War of Independence of the colonies from the British 
Empire was nicknamed, “The Presbyterian Rebellion.”  And it is an apt nickname founded 
upon truth.

1. Just to what extent did the Presbyterian Church influence the separation of the 13
Crown Colonies from the Parliament and King George III?  Quote, Doug Kelly’s, The 
Emergence of Liberty in the Modern World, page 120-1.

2. Modern history and political science texts censor the importance of Calvinism in the
founding of our country during the Colonial Period and even more so during the “Revolutionary 
Period.”   You will be taught that John Locke was the source of political thought in the colonies.
But as Donald S. Lutz writes in his, The Origins of American Constitutionalism: The Colonial 
Heritage published in Juris - Quote, Doug Kelly’s, The Emergence of Liberty in the Modern 
World, page 124.   Quote, ibid, page 124 - de Tocqueville’s writing.

3. Why were all these Calvinists and Presbyterians in the colonies?  Because tyrants 
hate presbyterians.  Queen Elizabeth I (1558-1603), King James I (1603-1625), and King Charles
I (1625-1649) all detested presbytery.1  

4. What were the contributions of these Calvinists and Presbyterians to the colonial
mind so that they were ready to throw off the shackles of the tyranny of the English Parliament?

a. The English Monarchy held the doctrine of one power (state) whereas the Scot
Presbyterians held the doctrine of two powers (state and church).  The Church and then the 
State are instituted separately, Genesis 4:26, Genesis 9:5-7.  The people of Israel had two groups
of elders, ecclesiastical and civil, Exodus 18:5-26.  Note v12 refers to church elders and v25 to
civil elders.  Exodus 24:1, 9-11 are the church elders.  King Saul usurps power in the Church, 1 
Samuel 13:9-14; King Uzziah usurps power in the Church, 2 Chronicles 26:16-21.  This is set 
forth in the Westminster Confession of Faith 23.1,3-4 and 25.3 & 6.  This is why no church 
should be incorporated!

b. Calvinistic Presbyterians held that the Law was King whereas the tyrants held that the
King was Law.  This was known as the Divine Right of Kings.  Samuel Rutherford’s, Lex Rex is 
the classic on this subject.  Psalm 2:10-12; Daniel 4:34-37; Isaiah 40:23-25; Revelation 19:15-
16.  Law has its source in God therefore even kings must obey God’s law viewing themselves as 
the ministers of God to do justice, Romans 13:1-7.

c. John Knox had articulated the covenantal view of civil authority, 2 Chronicles 23:16.
Civil government rests upon four covenants: (1) King and God; (2) King and people; (3) People 
and king; and, (4) People and God.  If the king becomes a tyrant, breaking the covenant by his 
repeated unlawful acts then the people are freed from their submission to the king.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~Part 2~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
5. What were the practical contributions of these Calvinists and Presbyterians in the actual
procurement of the independence of the colonies from Britain?

1  W. P. Breed’s, Presbyterians and the Revolution, page 11-2.



a. Calvinists and Presbyterians understood and articulated the doctrine of interposition of
the lesser magistrate in protection of his people from the unlawful laws of a higher magistrate.
“All laws which are repugnant to the Constitution are null and void.” Marbury vs. Madison, 5 
US (2 Cranch) 137, 174, 176, (1803).  

b. Closely related to interposition is nullification.  In a commonwealth the rulers represent
the people in their common wealth.  What is the final protection upon the people?  It is trial by a 
jury of peers.  This jury has as its right the power of nullification.  Acts 4:18-19; Daniel 3:12-18;
6:5, 10-11; Exodus 1:17.

c. The earliest resolve and call for separation from England came from the Scotch-Irish
Presbyterians and the men in arms was well supplied by the Calvinists and Presbyterians of all 
heritages.  Quote W. P. Breed’s, Presbyterians And the Revolution, page 14-15.
The Mecklenburg County, NC Declaration of May 1775, Breed page 21ff.

d. So great was the contribution of the Presbyterians to American Independence that their
churches and families of elders were the special targets of the British soldiers.

e. Formal declarations of the Presbyterian Synod on the 17th of May, 1775 in Philadelphia.
Breed’s, Presbyterians and the Revolution, pages 35-7.  “...for there is no example in history in 
which civil liberty was destroyed and the rights of conscience preserved entire.”  Pastoral letter 
of the Presbyterian Synod meeting in Philadelphia, PA on the 17th of May, 1775.  (While the 
Continental Congress met across the street.)  In witness note the “hate speech” legislation and the
pressure of “political correctness” and the diaprax in business, government and education.  
(Consensus building, values clarification, sensitivity training, etc.)

f. Synod letter of 1783 - attests the presbyterian involvement and significance.  Breed’s, 
Presbyterians and the Revolution, page 38.

6. What were the political contributions of these Calvinists and Presbyterians in the 
framing of the Constitution of these United States?

a. The doctrine of the depravity of man taught them not to trust power in the hands of one
man nor one institution but to institute a system of checks and balances, Isaiah 33:22.  Three 
branches of government separated, why?  Depravity of man.

b. The system of graded courts, Exodus 18:22; Acts 15.  The organization of the
presbyterian system has Session, Presbytery, Synod, General Assembly.

c. Right to keep and bear arms, 1 Samuel 13:3-4, 19-23.  John Knox had been the body
guard of George Wishart.  He would stand near with his sword drawn while Wishart was 
preaching.

d. The Republican form of government by representatives elected by the people.  Quote
Breed’s Presbyterians and The Revolution, pages 8-9.   Acts 6:3; 15:1-16:4.

e. The separation of powers between the Executive Branch, the Judicial Branch, and the 
Legislative Branch, Isaiah 33:22.  In God's Kingdom all three of these governmental powers are 
lodged in One Person, Christ Jesus.  But in human kingdoms they are not so because of the 
limited abilities of men and also because of the native depravity of men.



7. It is high impropriety to rejoice in our great blessings as a country and as citizens of this
country without a major acknowledgment to God for His mercy and kindness toward us all.  We 
have shown, albeit briefly, the significance of John Calvin, John Knox and their heirs the 
Puritans and the Presbyterians.  Our great commonwealth owes its origin and conception to the 
Word of God as it was expounded by the Scotch Presbyterians and perpetuated in the 
Westminster Confession of Faith.  We must acknowledge God, in private and in public, lest 
His wrath be kindled in a moment, Psalm 2:10-12.

8. How may such great liberties as have been handed down to us be lost?  What are
some of the ploys and plots of tyrants to bring a free people into slavery?  What should alarm us 
to the reality that our inalienable rights are to be stripped from us?

a. Rewrite history convincing people that we were founded as a democracy rather than a
democratic republic.  Contrast the Colonial Experience of America with  Nesta H. Webster, The 
French Revolution, A Study in Democracy, London, 1921.  Some of the evils of democracy are 
explained by Alexis de Tocqueville in Democracy in America, Volume 2.  Page 98 - relativism, 
every man his own god; Page 290ff - tends toward the centralization of power with attendant loss
of liberty.  Yet he exalts democracy, page 94.

b. Immorality encouraged by those who would be tyrants and enslave a free people.

c. Arms controls encouraged by those who would be tyrants and enslave a free people.
2nd Amendment to the US Constitution, “shall make no law.”

d. Divide and conquer, urge multiculturalism upon a society so as to disarm it and make it
ripe for subjugation.  Exodus 20:3, “No other gods.”

e. Forgetting God and His Written Word, Psalm 2:1-3.

9. What is our duty?  Remember God and serve Him faithfully and be always vigilant in 
the defense of truth, all truth.  Study diligently the Bible, and accurate history.  Only vote for 
Christians who understand what God teaches regarding the civil authority and are committed to 
do what God says.  The lesser of two evils is still a vote for evil.


