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Hebrews 2 this morning. Hopefully if it's the good Lord's will, we will finish the chapter 
all the way down through verse 18. We have been through this wonderful book and plan 
on finishing this book, if the good Lord wills it and doesn't lead us anywhere else, and we
just want to take our time with it. But we have learned something from the book of 
Hebrews, as we do with any other book in the Bible, the key rule for biblical 
interpretation is context, context, context. We must take the Scripture in the proper 
context and this book builds upon himself, as well as every other book in the Bible, but 
we have seen the main theme from this book of Hebrews is so far up through chapter 1, is
that Christ is better than. He's better than anything. Anything and everything that could 
be imagined, Christ is better than.

Then the writer moves from Hebrews 1 and now I'm going to say something this morning
and don't take me the wrong way, but Hebrews 2:1-4 really should be chapter 1. It really 
should be chapter 1. You say, "Oh, Brother Doug, you're changing the word of God." No,
I'm not because there were no chapters and verse divisions in the Bible when these men 
wrote the Bible. Chapters were added in the 1100s AD. Verses were added in the 1500s 
AD. I like what Dr. Morecraft said about it, he said some Catholic monk somewhere 
riding his donkey decided to divide these books into chapters and every time he hit a 
bump on the donkey, he started a new chapter. The chapters and the verses are of men 
and that is simply for organization. How would you feel this morning if I was to tell you 
to open up to the book of Isaiah and turn to the part where it says, "For who hath believed
our report?" How many people would be able to find that real quick this morning if they 
had a Bible that was not already divided in chapter and verse divisions? So don't think 
we're tearing stuff up when we say that chapter 2, verses 1 through 4, is really part of 
chapter 1.

It's a parenthetical that ends chapter 1 and it's where the writer gives the first warning 
here in chapter 2 and I want to read it. I want to read the first warning because we're 
building the introduction, we're building the context for our last passages of chapter 2. 
Right here is what the writer says in Hebrews 2:1-4, "Therefore we ought to give the 
more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them 
slip. For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and 
disobedience received a just recompence of reward; How shall we escape, if we neglect 
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so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed 
unto us by them that heard him; God also bearing them witness, both with signs and 
wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own 
will?"

The first four verses of Hebrews 2 is a warning to tell us, "Now that you know about 
chapter 1, what are you going to do with it? You need to take a more earnest heed to it. 
Knowing what you know, what are you going to do with it? You know that Jesus is better
than the prophets. You know that Jesus is better than angels. You know that Jesus is 
better than creation because he is the Creator and God has put all things under his feet. 
He has now exalted him and he now sits at the right hand of Majesty on High." "The," the
definite article in the Greek. The right hand of Majesty.

Then the writer continues building the case that Christ is better than. Hebrews 2:5-8, he 
talks about him being better than the angels and what is man that God has visited him or 
the Son of man? That Jesus Christ is to be made – listen, oh my friends, this is so very 
important in understanding your salvation – that Jesus Christ is to be made a little lower 
than the angels. Do you understand this morning that he in all of his deity, he in all of his 
sovereignty, he in everything, he emptied himself and became a man, became lower than 
the angels. Why? So that he could die for men, so that he could save men, so that he 
could exalt men higher than the angels. 

In order to be a substitute, it had to be of the same nature. An angel could not die for a 
man. The substitutes in the Old Testament were just pictures. God was not going to 
sacrifice a man, he was going to sacrifice a lamb which pictured the man, the Lamb of 
God which would come when he made himself lower than the angels.

But now he says in verse 8, "Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For in 
that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under him. But now 
we see not yet all things put under him." Why? Because he said, "Wait here until I make 
all thy enemies thy footstool." You see, Jesus is going to come back and he's going to 
execute the wrath of Almighty God. He is going to tread out the winepress of the 
fierceness of the wrath of Almighty God. Jesus is sitting there waiting until the Father 
says, "It's time, Son. Go get. Go get" – listen to me – "Go get that which you have 
purchased with your own blood. Go get that which you have purchased, redeemed, with 
your own blood. It's your gift, Son, but not only it is your gift, but you bought and paid 
for it when you were made a little lower than the angels." For what? For the purpose of 
suffering so that he might bring many sons unto glory.

Now, that brings us all the way down through 9, 10, and then he says in verse 11, "For 
both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is 
not ashamed to call them brethren." Boy, that's a whole lot to take in, isn't it? That's just 
part of the introduction. We've got all of chapter 1 that says Jesus is better than. We've 
got chapter 2, verses 1 through 4, that says you'd better take a more earnest heed to this 
because even the word spoken by angels was steadfast and it got the just recompense of 
disobedience. But now that which you have heard, that's been spoken up by the Lord of 
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glory. How much more judgment will not God hold you accountable for disobedience to 
his only begotten Son? Therefore take heed to these things, lest you let them slip.

Now, that brings us all the way down to our text for this morning, verses 14 through 18. 
We left off last week with verse 13 where it says that he that sanctifieth, they are 
sanctified in verse 11. They are all in one and he's not ashamed to call them brethren. 
Then he says in verse 12 and 13, he said, "Oh, by the way, I will declare thy name," 
speaking of Psalm 22:22 when he is fulfilling the psalmist's prophetic prophecy, the 
messianic prophecy that says Jesus will declare the Father's name unto his brethren, unto 
his people. That brings us right here to verse 14. Let's read our text this morning, 
Hebrews 2:14-18.

14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also
himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might 
destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 15 And deliver 
them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 
16 For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him 
the seed of Abraham. 17 Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be 
made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high 
priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the
[definite article] the people. 18 For in that he himself hath suffered being 
tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted. 

Hebrews 2. May the Lord bless the reading of his word and let's get right in to our 
message this morning. I don't have any points. I just want to bring out this text because 
Jesus Christ came for one purpose and one purpose only and that was to redeem his 
children. 

"Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood." Is there anyone here 
this morning that's not a partaker of flesh and blood? Anybody made of anything else 
other than flesh and blood? But look here what it says, "he also himself likewise took part
of the same." He became flesh and blood. Do you realize that? Oh, what's that old saying 
when you see those old military movies and they'll shoot something and they'll be 
tracking it and they'll say, "Oh, it bleeds. If it bleeds, it can die." Y'all ever heard that? If 
it bleeds, it can die. He became a partaker of flesh and blood. Why? For the purpose of 
suffering so that he might bring many sons unto glory. He was not made like the angels, 
he was not made like Gabriel or Michael, but he was made lower than the angels to be a 
substitute for me, to be a substitute for you. Why? He has made him to be sin for us who 
knew no sin so that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. That's why Christ
came. He didn't come to try to do something but he came to accomplish something, a 
sinless, vicarious life as the perfect God/man without sin, without spot, without blemish.

Do you realize Jesus was the eldest of his brothers and sisters? He's the oldest one that 
Mary and Joseph had and he was the first one that Mary and Joseph had, and when he 
was begotten by God and she conceived and she carried him in the womb for nine 
months, the Bible said that Joseph knew not his wife until he was born, until the Lord of 
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glory was born, and then he knew his wife, and the Bible said that Jesus had brothers and 
sisters. I want you to imagine this this morning, little kids, how many times have you 
jerked a toy out from your sister's hand? Or how many times have you lied to your 
mommy and daddy and told them you wouldn't do something but you really did? Do you 
know if Jesus would have done one of those, he would have disqualified himself from 
being the high priest. Even as a two year old boy, even as a three and four year old boy, if
he had done one sin, even had one evil thought, if he had done anything, he would have 
disqualified himself to be the perfect sacrifice of God Almighty to appease his holy wrath
to accomplish expiation, to accomplish propitiation which equals reconciliation. Why? 
To bring many sons unto glory. He would have disqualified himself but he was perfect, 
holy, harmless, without sin. He was without spot and without blemish, the perfect 
God/man.

That's the reason he came, to bring many sons unto glory, and he didn't come as an angel 
to get it done. Philippians 2:6-8 says this, "Who, being," who? Who is the "who"? The 
"who" is Jesus. "Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who being in the 
form of God," being in the form of God. Well, John 1:1 says, "In the beginning was the 
Word," capitalized, "the Word was with God and the Word was God." And oh, thank 
you, Jesus, because "the Word became flesh and dwelt among us," tabernacled, and he's 
tabernacling right now. Do you believe that? Do you believe that this morning? People 
will say, "Well, let's just pray until the Lord come on the scene." I've got news for you 
this morning: he's on the scene. He's omnipotent. He's omnipresent. And he's omniscient. 
There is nowhere you can go, there's nowhere you can hide, there's nowhere you can run 
because God is everywhere. David said, "If I make my bed in hell, God is there." His 
grace may not be there, his mercy may not be there, but blessed God, his power is there.

But Jesus put all that aside and he said, "being in the form of God, thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of 
a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he 
humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross." Do you 
know why? Look down here to verse 15 of Hebrews 2, "And deliver them who through 
fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. For verily he took not on him the 
nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham." 

Now, you all know how I feel about Bibles. If you would have asked me five years ago, I 
would say that if you didn't read a King James, you were going to hell. I was that 
dogmatic about it, but our God is bigger than that, to keep only one version of the Bible 
pure. Well, if the King James is all they've got, what are they reading in Russia? They 
don't read King James. What are they reading in Spain? The Spanish Bibles, they're not 
King James. Let me tell you what, friends: our God is a big God and let's just trust him, 
alright?

Now, the NASB does not say he took on him the nature of angels, but he took on him the 
seed of Abraham. The NASB, I'm going to paraphrase it here this morning and I'm going 
to tell you what it says. It says that basically he came not to aid or to assist angels but he 
came to aid or assist men. Now is that correct? Yes, that is correct but that's a poor 
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translation from the NASB because in the context of this right here, the King James has 
the more accurate context because the writer here is building the case for substitution. 
The case for substitution, because in order to accomplish reconciliation, there has to be a 
substitution. In order to accomplish expiation and propitiation, there has to be a 
substitution and that substitution was this, "For verily he took not on him the nature of 
angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham." 

Bear with me, just keep your place marked here in Hebrews 2 and turn over to Galatians 
3. I always used to get confused on the Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, so I
just remember it General Electric Power Company. G-E-P-C. So that will just take you 
right to it. Galatians is the first one. 

Look at Galatians 3 and go to verse 13. I like when they start talking about propitiation 
and expiation because that brings about reconciliation and that means that I have been 
redeemed. And what does redeemed mean, church? One word: bought, purchased.

Look at verse 13 of Galatians 3, "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, 
being made a curse for us." Wow. What is that? That's the doctrine of imputation, how he
hath made him to be sin for us who knew no sin so that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him.

"For it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: That the blessing of 
Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ." Boy, you'd better say amen 
right there. Because of what he did, because of that veil in the temple that was rent in 
twain, now even me, not a Jew, not of the circumcision of Abraham, not a Jew but, bless 
God, because of that seed, because he was made lower than the angels for the purpose of 
suffering so that he might bring many sons unto glory, the veil of the temple was rent in 
twain from top to bottom, probably 40+ feet high and about 3 feet thick and it ripped 
from top to bottom. Who ripped that veil from top to bottom? Amen, God ripped it so 
that now all could come in on in equality. He said, "Whosoever is athirst, let him come 
and take of the water of life freely." Jesus said, "Other sheep I have which are not of this 
fold. Them also I'm going to try to give an altar call and maybe they'll come in." No, he 
said, "Them also I must, must bring in."

"Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree." Bless God, I have never been on a tree but 
he went on there for me. He was cursed for my sake. He hath made him who knew no sin 
to be sin for me. Is it personal with you, this morning? Then if it is, then you're saved. 
But if you could care less about it, then you're still a lost ball in high winds and you need 
to come to know Christ, not know of him but experience that relationship with him 
knowing what he has done for you. If that doesn't change your life, then you're lost. 
You're not part of that seed yet.

Verse 14, "That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus 
Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. Brethren, I speak 
after the manner of men; Though it be but a man's covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no 
man disannulleth, or addeth thereto. Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises 
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made." Now, I don't know if you realize this or not, but there are two words for "seed" in 
Galatians 3:16. Two words for "seed." That first seed is a little seed. That last seed is the 
big seed, the seed, the great I AM. Look at this, "Now to Abraham and his seed were the 
promises made." Who were the promises made to? All of the elect of the children of 
Israel, his seed. 

"He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed." Do you 
remember that one that was promised? Oh, we study back on Genesis, don't we? And we 
read about little Isaac, how Sarah began to laugh. Abraham laughed first and then Sarah 
laughed and they called their boy Isaac in the Hebrews which means "laughter." Isaac is 
literally named laughter because his mommy and daddy laughed at God because God said
100 year old man and a 90 year old woman is going to have a child and they were like, 
"Pfft, yeah, right." Unreal. And he said, "Is there anything too hard for the Lord? Is there 
anything too small for God?" Well, do you know what? About 12 months later, a year 
later, do you know what happened? Why, lo and behold, if a 90 year old woman didn't 
conceive and bring forth a son and she called his name laughter because she laughed at 
God.

Oh, but that's not the promised seed. That was the promised seed for Abraham but, oh, 
not for me. Not for you. Not for Israel. Not for the Gentiles. The promised seed was the 
seed at the end of Galatians 3:16. Galatians 3:16 talks about the seed. Galatians 3:16. 
Why made a little lower than the angels? For the purpose of suffering so that he might 
bring many sons unto glory. He had qualified himself through his sinless, vicarious, 
perfect life, without sin, to be the sacrifice to make reconciliation for the people. The 
people. Oh, I love the Greek because it just lets you know what the Lord is really saying. 
The people. The definite article.

Verse 17 of Galatians 3, "And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of 
God in Christ," in Christ, "the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot 
disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect." Can I just regress just a little 
bit? Can I preach for about two hours just on that one verse right there? Come on, can I 
get an amen? Listen to me: 400 years before God gave Moses the law on Mount Sinai, he
made the covenant with Abraham of the promised seed that would come. And he said 
right here, Paul said, "The law will not disannul God's promise." God did not give the 
children of Israel but 10 Commandments and said, "If you keep these, I'll save you from 
Egypt." No, bless God, he redeemed them, he purchased them by the blood of the Pascal 
Lamb that was a picture, that was a type of Christ. He brought them out of Egypt, he set 
them on dry ground across the other side of the Red Sea and he said, "Now, here's my 
law. If you really believe me, if you really love me, you will keep my commandments." 

"What greater love hath this in a man that he would lay down his life for his friends? You
are my friends if you do whatsoever I command you." The law cannot disannul the 
promise of God that was confirmed by sovereign oath that he gave to Abraham and his 
seed. And bless God, I have been made a part of that seed by the Spirit, not of fear, but 
the spirit of adoption whereby now I cry, "Abba, Father." I almost said, "Poppa God," 
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what the lady said last night. She calls him Poppa God. That's her culture, bless God. And
in Israel they call him Abba. What does Abba mean? Daddy. The most intimate form.

He can't disannul it. The law can't disannul it. "For by the law there shall be no flesh 
justified." My faith is not in my good works this morning. My faith is not in anything I 
can do. My faith is in Christ and in Christ alone and what he did.

"For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God gave it to 
Abraham by promise." Without the law, 400 years later the law came. Oh my.

Now let's go back to Hebrews. We're building the case here. Christ, the promised seed, 
not of the nature of angels but of the seed of Abraham. Then let's go to verse 17, 
"Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren," made like us 
to be our substitute, "that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things 
pertaining to God, to make reconciliation." Now let's have a refresher from last week. 
What is reconciliation? Number 1: reconciliation is expiation. Which means what? I like 
to break stuff down easy so I can remember it. I'm from poor Louisa, Orange County, we 
don't have a good education system down South so I have to remind myself of little keys 
to remind myself of easy ways to remember things. So expiation, I think of the word 
"exit." So God has exited, exited my penalty of guilt. It's the exit or the removal of the 
guilty verdict of sin and the Bible said, "For the wages of sin is death."

Then we have propitiation. Once again, pro, I think of payment. A payment of wrath, the 
full wrath by means of a substitute, by means of a sacrifice. That's why he became of the 
nature of the seed of Abraham, to pay the price. Became a man to pay the price for men 
so that he might exalt men above men and above angels so that when we see him, we'll be
like him. "Know ye not that you shall judge angels?" Think about it. Propitiation, the 
payment of wrath by means of a substitute, "For the wages of sin is death but the gift of 
God is eternal life." 

Why? So "that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God,
to make reconciliation." Oh now is where it gets deep. Now is where it gets deep. Put on 
your high waters. "To make reconciliation for the sins of the people." The definite article 
in the original Greek. What did Gabriel tell Joseph in Matthew 1:21? "His name shall be 
called Jesus and he shall save his people from their sin." Isaiah 53, three times in the Old 
Testament, Isaiah 53, the Lord of glory under inspiration of God himself, the Holy Spirit 
moved Isaiah to write the words that, "My righteous servant shall justify many. For the 
sins of his people, he was stricken." Why? That's what he came to do, to be the merciful 
and the faithful and the immutable and the sovereign high priest to bring many sons unto 
glory.

But there's a verse that I found last night and I just love it because it kind of supports this.
You can write this down and go back and read it later. It's Revelation 5:9. I'm going to 
read this for you incorrectly first and then I'm going to read it correctly. "And they sung a
new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for 
thou wast slain, and hast redeemed all men unto God by thy blood out of every kindred, 
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and tongue, and people, and nation." Do you realize I read that wrong? I read that wrong, 
didn't I? Now let's read what the authorized version really says. "And they sung a new 
song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou 
wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and nation." You see, "out of," specific, specific. "Well, there's one. There's 
one in Spain. There's one in Germany. Oh, there's a bunch in France. There's some in 
Russia. There are some over in South Korea calling me Poppa God. I'm going to bring 
them in too." 

Do you see what he's done? He did not make a way but he accomplished redemption. He 
exited God's wrath, the penalty of guilt. He paid for the wrath of God when he cried out 
being that merciful and faithful high priest to bring many sons unto glory and he said, "It 
is finished!" He did all that so that he might accomplish the Father's will so that he will 
not leave you to yourself. Did you know that? He's not going to save you and then throw 
you to the wolves. You might feel like it at times but trust in him. Oh, if has let it come 
your way, then he's allowed it. Nothing could touch Job until God allowed it. "Well, hath 
thou not considered my servant Job?" "Well," Satan said, "I can't touch him. You've got a
hedge around him." Do you know he's got a hedge around you this morning? You say, "I 
don't believe it?" Well, then you don't trust him, amen? I trust him this morning and I 
know that if he sends something my way, it's for his honor and for his glory. It's not for 
my good, it's for his good and he's allowed it. I can't control my circumstances but, bless 
God, I can control how I react to them, alright, in all things that he might receive the 
honor and the glory. I can't get torn up from the floor up if I want to, I can lose my 
witness, I can lose my testimony or I can just sit back, relax and trust him because he is 
faithful and he is merciful and he's not going to leave you to yourself this morning. He's 
done all of this. He's bought and purchased you with his own blood. How much more will
God the Father take care of you knowing that his only Son bought and paid for you? 

Expiation, propitiation, that brings about reconciliation and through and by your faith in 
him, you have justification and this is what Jesus said he would do in verse 18, "For in 
that he himself hath suffered." Are you going through something this morning? Are you? 
Everybody is, amen? Everybody's got something they're going through but do you know 
even through all what he's done for you, his whole life was a life of suffering and he 
suffered for you. From even among his brothers, T., before he even went into the 
ministry. They probably thought he was the strangest kid on the block down at Nazareth, 
up in Galilee. Probably couldn't get along with any of the other kids because they had the 
sin nature and he didn't. I imagine he didn't have very many friends growing up. Do you 
know why? Because he did not want to associate with sin.

But, oh, what have we got here now? "For in that he himself hath suffered being 
tempted." He is being tempted because he is fully qualified as the perfect God/man. He 
overcame the suffering. He overcame the temptations. All of it. Every bit of it. And let 
me tell you something this morning, you haven't ever been tempted like Jesus has been 
tempted.
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Turn to the Gospel of Matthew 4. Let's just read this this morning. Don't worry, I've 
halfway done. Matthew 4, look at verse 1. You think you've got it rough, he experienced 
temptation to the maximum and he was without sin. Our problem is that a lot of times as 
soon as we're tempted, we succumb to it and we sin. We have never felt the maximum 
temptation, folks, because we are weak in the flesh and we succumb to it before it gets to 
that level.

Look at verse 1 of Matthew 4, "Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to 
be tempted of the devil." To be tempted of the devil. 

"And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights." Oh my goodness, I can't even stick
to a diet for four days, let alone fast for 40 days. Imagine that, being without food, only 
water, for 40 days and 40 nights. It didn't just say 40 days. There are different types of 
fasting, you realize that. If I could fast, if I could do a day fast, then that means when the 
sun is out, I don't eat. I only drink water. But come nighttime, boy, I can eat in 
moderation. That's a legal, legitimate, Jewish custom fast. However, it did not say he only
fasted in the day, it said he fasted 40 days and 40 nights and "afterward an hungred." 
Wow. God starving to death. What did he do that for? To show off? No, he did that for 
you to prove that he's qualified. Now that you know this, you'd better take more earnest 
heed to it.

"And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that 
these stones be made bread." He said, "Yeah, if you're hungry, you've got the lust of the 
flesh there, the lust of the eyes in the prime of life. You just command these stones to be 
made bread if you're really who you say you are."

"But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." You see, let me just make a point real 
clear here this morning just in case you're confused, let's just go ahead and nip this right 
now and just let it be known: Jesus did not fight off Satan by quoting Scripture, he fought
off Satan by living Scripture. Alright? Not by quoting it, because let me tell you what, the
devil quotes it.

Verse 5, "Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of
the temple." He took him over Jerusalem. Took him over and showed him all, everything.

"And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He 
shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, 
lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone." Old devil tempting God in the flesh, 
the perfect God/man. He said, "If you're who you say you are, just cast yourself down off 
this high mountain. If you're really God, the angels will swoop down and scoop you up 
and rescue you."

"Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God." Well, 
Lord, if you do this for me, I'll go to church next week. You've done the same thing Satan
did. Lord, if you'll heal grandma, I'll start going to church. You've done the same thing. 
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You tempted God. You put him to the test and said, "If you're really who you say you are,
you'll do it, and if you do it, then I'll believe and then I'll serve." That's not faith. 

Let's keep moving before I get in trouble. "Again, the devil taketh him up into an 
exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory 
of them; And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and 
worship me." Oh, do you know what Jesus could have done right there? But he didn't and
since he didn't, that leads me to believe that Satan is the god of this world, little "g." He is
the prince of the power of the air. Did you know right there Satan had the authority and 
the power to give him the kingdoms of this world? Jesus did not rebuke Satan there and 
say, "You're lying. It's mine." Yes, it is Jesus' but we see not yet all things have been put 
under him.

But he says here, "Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord 
thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels 
came and ministered unto him." You want to talk about temptation? You want to talk 
about suffering? After 40 days and 40 nights of being totally starved to death and not 
having anything but water, after fasting and then being taken up by Satan himself, Satan 
himself, and tempted and not even an evil thought came through his mind. But he lived 
that Scripture, he quoted that Scripture, and when the devil saw that he wasn't going to 
get anywhere with him, he left him and angels came and ministered unto him. Angels 
came and began to strengthen his flesh, body. Why? Because he took not on the nature of
angels but he took on after the seed of Abraham for the purpose of suffering, made lower 
than the angels so that he might bring many sons unto glory.

And he said this in closing, let's read the last part of verse 18 of Hebrews 2, "For in that 
he himself hath suffered being tempted," oh, I love this, 18b, "he is able to succour them 
that are tempted." What does that mean? Well, I looked it up. It means to come to our aid.
Why? Because he was qualified. He did everything. Everything I'm going through right 
now, he's already been through it. Everything I've done, he's already done it. But he did it
victoriously without sin, without spot, without blemish, perfect. And he said, "Now I'm 
your merciful and I'm your faithful high priest and I'll not leave you to yourselves but all 
likewise when you're tempted, I am able to come to your aid. I'm willing to come to your 
aid. I will not leave you to yourself. But if I have saved you, I'll take you through."

He's able to succor them that are tempted. Will he leave you to yourself after he saved 
you? No, my friends, he won't. He said, "I'll go with you always even unto the end of the 
world, even unto the end of this age." He's the faithful and the merciful high priest and he
is faithful in fulfilling everything that he's promised and he has promised to give you aid 
this morning. He said, "I've saved you and I won't leave you to yourself," but he's 
promised to keep you, to take care of you, and he's promised to come to you in the hour 
of your need and to give you aid, help, rescue, to take care of you, never to leave you, 
never to forsake you.

I want to read this in closing. Don't worry, I'm on page 10 of 10 of my outline. This is it. 
This sums it all up. He's qualified, boys. He's qualified. Open your Bibles to John 17. 
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We've got to close with this because this sums it up. John 17, this is the Lord's prayer. 
You say, "We've already said that this morning." No, you said the example prayer. This is
the Lord's prayer right here. This is the high priestly prayer. And what did Hebrews 2 
say? He is a merciful and faithful high priest to make reconciliation for the people. 
Remember that, the people.

Look at 17:1. Don't worry, I'm just going to read down to verse 11 and then we're going 
to close. This is what he said he'd do. "These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to 
heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify 
thee." Oh, this is important.

Verse 2, "As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life," to
who? "To as many as thou hast given him."

Verse 3, "And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent. I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work 
which thou gavest me to do. And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with
the glory which I had with thee before the world was." Remember what Philippians 2:5-8
said? "Thought it not robbery being equal with God." Emptied himself. He said, "Father, 
now that I have done what you've sent me to do, glorify me with that same glory I had 
when I was with you."

Look at verse 6, "I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of 
the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word. Now 
they have known that all things whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee. For I have 
given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have 
known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me." 
What did he do? He came, lower than the angels, for the purpose of suffering, so that he 
might bring many sons unto glory, to be a merciful and a faithful high priest, to make 
reconciliation for the, definite article, the people.

Verse 9, "I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given 
me; for they are thine. And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in 
them. And now I am no more in the world," wait, stop preacher, hold on. What are you 
trying to build here? He is able to succor those that are tempted. He will come to your aid
every time. You have the ability, you have the capability, you have the power through the
Spirit of God and through the word of God to overcome temptation through and by what 
God, Jesus Christ, did for you, and he even prayed for you.

Verse 11, "I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy
Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be 
one, as we are." Now wait, let's stop just a minute in closing because I've got to elaborate 
on this just one little bit. People run up and down and say, "He's praying for the 12 and 
the 12 only." I beg to differ. Context, context, context.
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Flip the page if you've got a Scofield. Look at verse 19. Same chapter. Same prayer. "All 
those whom thou hast given me and for the sakes I sanctify myself that they also may be 
sanctified through the truth. Neither pray I for these alone but for them also which shall 
believe on me through their word. That they all may be one as though, Father, are in me 
and I in thee, that they also may be one in us and that the world may believe that thou 
hast sent me." 

Jump down to verse 24, oh, he is able to succor. He is able to come to your aid. He's able 
to help you, not just the 12, bless God, but all that the Father hath given him. And he said 
here, the final culmination to sum it all up, "For whom he did foreknow, he also did 
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, and those whom he called he 
justified, and those whom he justified, he glorified." All in the past tense. 

And look what he says in John 17:24, able to come to your aid and he will every time, 
every single time. "Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me 
where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst 
me before the foundation of the world."

Let me tell you, like I said it, 4011, 4012, 4013, 4014 times, that prayer will be answered.
That prayer will be answered and not one true, genuine, elect, born of God sheep will 
lose what God has purposed for them because if they do, everything he said is poof, null 
and void. But he is merciful. He is a faithful high priest and know this this morning, that 
before he went and made that reconciliation through the act of his death that 
accomplished expiation and propitiation, he poured his heart out to God for you as the 
faithful and the merciful high priest and he said, "Father, I pray not for the world but I 
pray for those whom thou hast given me." In verse 24, "that they may be one as I and thy 
are one, and that they may be with me." Our gift by the Father to the faithful and merciful
high priest who was made lower than the angels for the purpose of suffering so that he 
might bring many sons unto glory. That is what the cross accomplished.

Let us bow our heads. 
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