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Happy 2017. Tonight is a special night. Tonight is going to be a full almost hour because 
we had a little bit of time there for our prayer time, an hour of Ask Jeff, but beginning 
next week, next Wednesday night, we're going to go back to our standard format where 
we do half Ask Jeff and then we're going to go ahead and tackle the big beast, that's right,
by popular demand we're going to start walking through the book of Revelation.

Now many people have asked, said, "Well, how long is it gonna go? How many weeks? 
When will we get done with Revelation?" We either will or will not get done with it 
before Jesus comes back. I don't know, because one of the things that we're going to learn
about the book of Revelation is we're one day closer today than we were yesterday to him
returning. So we will begin that study next week and we'll go back to our split sessions 
but tonight we're going to go the full time with Ask Jeff. This is your opportunity to ask 
anything you want, anytime you want. Many of you have submitted it on the website, 
fbcopelika.com/askjeff, sent it in the old fashioned way, piece of paper. I've had several 
of you just ask me a question in the hallway and say, "I wish this would be asked," and I 
just type it in right there and I put it in the database. 

So that being said, we'll go to the database and we'll see what we have here. Here we go. 
Hold on. Technology. Sorry. I apologize. Okay, here we go, this is the question: I know 
that it's right and more than likely required to give our offering to the church which we 
do. I've always wondered if it's not just as right to give to other organizations that are 
doing the Lord's work. Matthew 25:35-41, even in the Lord's own words says this, I'm 
talking about instead if I gave my offerings to a food bank, place, etc. I feel like we give 
to the church and let the church distribute the money etc. and my question is, is my 
thinking correct?

That's an absolute wonderful question. I've got what I believe is good news and even 
better news, alright? Here's the good news: you are no longer under the law. You are no 
longer under the law. Here's the better news: the Bible states that we should give even 
more than the law required. Some of you are thinking, "That's better news, that we are to 
give more?" The Bible makes it very clear that we are to be generous givers, we're to be a
happy content giver. In fact, the Bible, I believe, states that our giving should begin at 
what we call that proverbial 10% mark.
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Now I want to talk about the subject matter maybe from a different perspective than 
you're used to, okay? I want you to go to the book of Isaiah 6. Now when we talk about 
giving and talk about tithing, please understand that the concept of giving 10% as was 
alluded to in the question, then we're going to talk about outside organizations and the 
implementation thereof. The giving of 10% is first demonstrated in Genesis 14 when 
Abram meets a man by the name of Melchizedek who is both the king and the priest of 
Salem, who is alluded to again in Hebrews 7, and many people question if that is what we
call a Christophany, a picture of Jesus before his physical incarnation, but the reason that 
that is important is that he gives of that 10% before it's actually implemented into the law.
So oftentimes people say, "Well, we're not under the law and giving 10% is under the 
law, but Abraham gave 10% before the law was even implemented." That's why I want to
tell tonight that the 10% I don't think is a legal requirement but I think it's a wonderful 
starting point.

Now the reason I wanted you to go to Isaiah 6 is because I think there's an interesting 
perspective on giving in Isaiah 6. This is the famous missionary passage. If you've ever 
been to a missionary commissioning or any type of mission's conference, I'm sure you've 
heard many sermons on Isaiah 6 where Isaiah says, "Here am I, Lord, send me." But 
beginning in verse 9, after Isaiah has seen the Lord high and lifted up, after Isaiah says, 
"I'll do whatever you tell me to do," it says this, "And he said, Go, and tell this people, 
Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart 
of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their 
eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be 
healed." Let me stop there for a moment. Aren't you glad that wasn't your call in life? The
Lord basically tells Isaiah, "You're going to preach your heart out. You're going to serve 
and nobody's going to listen." By the way, if you fast forward to chapter 20, the Lord 
comes to Isaiah and says, "I want you to run around and preach naked for three years." 
That's in the Bible. You say, "Why would the Lord do that?" Because he told Isaiah, 
"Even if you preach naked, nobody's going to pay attention to what you have to say." 
That's how hard of heart they were.

Now back in verse 11, "Then said I, Lord, how long?" That's a good question. How long 
do you want me to preach to those who don't care? "And he answered, Until the cities be 
wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without man, and the land be utterly desolate, 
And the LORD have removed men far away, and there be a great forsaking in the midst 
of the land. But," there's that word that I love, "But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall 
return, and shall be eaten: as a teil tree, and as an oak, whose substance is in them, when 
they cast their leaves: so the holy seed shall be the substance thereof." The reason I 
wanted to go to that passage is the Lord is referring to the remnant. All throughout 
Scripture whether you even want to speak of Israel in the land of Goshen in the midst of 
the Egyptian exile, or you want to speak later about those who were going and 
worshiping at the altars of Baal, there's always a remnant, always a remnant in Scripture. 
What I find interesting is that the Lord calls the remnant a tithe. You know when we say 
the word "do we tithe" it just means 10%, it just means a tenth. Why that is so important 
is I think when we come to giving, I don't think we should give thinking this is what I 
have to pay. Let me be very clear: we don't pay a tithe, we give a tithe. There's a big 
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difference there, that the Lord is not a bill you pay, he's a gift you give. When we give 
10%, what we're saying is, "I'm part of the remnant." 

Now I talked a little bit about this Sunday morning but I'm going to give you the statistics
now that I didn't share Sunday morning. According to the researchers, those who actually
call you, by the way, when they call, when they email, when they send out surveys, they 
have surveyed what we call regular church attenders. Now that number has changed over 
the years. When I was a kid, a regular church attender was somebody who went to church
three out of every four Sundays. Today we will call you a regular church attender if you 
show up 18 times a year. That's how bad church attendance has gotten in America today. 
So somebody who goes to church 18 times a year, which is more than most people do 
unfortunately in our land, 92% of them say they tithe. When investigated, only about 8-
9% actually do which tells me that 80+% that don't, they know they should but they're 
not, and I think the reason oftentimes we don't is because we come from the wrong 
perspective. Who likes paying bills, raise your hand? Who likes giving presents at 
Christmas? Big difference, isn't it? We love providing presents at Christmas but we hate 
paying bills. When we look at giving to God as a bill, we try to avoid it, we dread it, but 
when we see it as a gift and particularly in light of Isaiah 6 saying, "I'm the remnant. I'm 
one of the faithful ones."

Now the question more particularly said, "I understand about giving to the church, what 
about outside ministries?" I don't think 10% is the end, I think it's the beginning. I'll share
with you my wife and I, we give the first 10% right here to this local church. This is 
where we give every time we have any type of financial resources. But we also regularly 
contribute to other evangelical ministries literally all over the world because we don't 
want our giving to end at 10, we would like it to start at 10.

Now the question alluded to giving to the local church versus various other ministries. 
Here's what I've learned in life: anybody who's doing the Lord's work is worthy of 
supporting, however, I also know that the local body of believers is a great place to start, 
and so I believe you start here and then you branch out there. That's why we call it, I don't
know if you've noticed, tithes and offerings, tithe being the first 10%, the offerings being 
above and beyond.

Now I realize that we're being recorded and I realize that's dangerous for people like 
myself because this goes all over the internet, Facebook, etc., but let me share with you 
the truth about the Meyers' family. We have been audited by the IRS twice and both 
times we were audited is because they questioned the amount of our giving. We gave too 
much. Can I just tell you I was proud to fight that fight because I had the records to show 
that it was legitimate, of course, but what a wonderful problem. We got audited twice, my
accountant who I've been using for years wrote a letter to the Internal Revenue Service 
that said that he'd been my accountant for about 20 years, this was a pattern that I'd been 
doing for 20 years and I was going to continue for 20 more years and to leave me alone 
because what he was sharing with them is I believe God has wired us to give. I mean, he 
gave to us so we ought to give to him, and last time I checked, now maybe I'm wrong but 
last time I checked, I believe we get a lot better return in our spiritual investments by 
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giving to ministries and the church than we do to the secular world because their return is
not very good. We can never out-give God. By the way and I know we're being seen all 
over the world literally now, but just as an update, when it comes to Lottie Moon which 
is an offering above and beyond, we are currently in excess of $200,000 as we speak and 
it's going up every day as gifts continue to come in. So I want to say thank you for having
a giving heart. When you give, you're saying I'm a part of the remnant.

But in short to the question, I believe start where you are, then branch out. Any other 
questions about giving and aspects of that? You're good, not good, maybe? Nobody really
likes to talk about money, do they? By the way, I don't know, maybe you don't notice this
but every time I address finances in a sermon, that happens to be the one week where 
someone who hasn't been in church in five years shows up and says, "Every time I come 
to church, they're talking about money." I don't know, it just happens that way. I don't 
know why it does but it does. Alright, so moving on unless y'all want to talk.... No, you're
good? Alright.

And the next one. This is a follow-up question, just what it says. How should the church 
respond to policies and programs of the government that are contrary to biblical 
teachings? If Christians expect to find increasing opposition and even persecution from 
the government, how should we prepare ourselves?

Hm, that's a fun question because the Bible makes it very clear in Romans 13, beginning 
in verse 1, that we are to be subject to the laws of the land. That's just part of it, but then 
in Acts 5:29 it says we'd rather obey God than man. So where is the line? I believe the 
line is when an entity, in the case of this question, a government starts asking people of 
faith and the church in particular to violate biblical precepts in order to obey by 
governmental laws. So the question is how do we prepare ourselves? Well, let's read the 
book of Acts, not all tonight but let's just allude to it. What did the early disciples do? 
They said, "We'd rather obey God than man." So what happened to them? They went to 
jail and they paid the price for that disobedience and they said, "We'd rather obey God 
than man." I want to be very clear: their going to jail and paying a price or a penalty was 
not out of just defiance and rebellion, it was they would rather preach the name of Jesus 
than be quiet about the name of Jesus, and that's very important for us to understand. This
isn't just, "Well, I don't like those laws. I don't like those rules." Hey, there's a lot of laws 
I don't like, one of them is called a speed limit. I don't like it. I want to go as fast as I can. 
In fact, some of you have heard this, the movie "Top Gun" that came out in the '80s, 
Kelly McGillis, the female lead character turns to Tom Cruise and says, "You're never 
going to be happy until you're going Mach 2 with your hair on fire." That's me. I want to 
go as fast as I can but when I get pulled over, notice I didn't say if, when I get pulled over
I am subject, I don't have the right to say, "Oh, I'm a believer in Jesus. I'm empowered by 
the Holy Spirit. I can drive as fast as I want," because there's nothing in the Bible that 
gives me that type of liberty over the law of the land that's been established. Now on the 
other hand, if I am proclaiming the name of Jesus, talking about Jesus whether in this 
public format or out in the street, and somehow, someway there is a law implemented 
that forbids me to do so, then I'd rather obey God than man. 
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Now a few years ago I found myself in another country, another part of the world, and it 
was made very clear to us particularly as Americans that we would not have the freedom 
to share Jesus there as much as we would here, and one of the laws that they had, and this
is when it comes to thinking smarter, not harder, one of the laws they had was you could 
not, you could not stand on public property and hand out gospel information or proclaim 
the message of Jesus. It was illegal in that country. So we started thinking about it and we
prayed about it and we read it again and it said you cannot stand on public property, so 
what we did is we rented a taxicab, took gospel tracts and threw them out the windows of
the cab and could not get arrested because we were not standing on public property. Now 
some of you may think, "Well, that may be splitting hairs." No, that's obeying God rather 
than man.

And so I think it's an important thing to think about because we are becoming a culture 
that is more opposed to the things of God, more opposed to the biblical message, and 
we've got to face the hard truth that the church of Jesus Christ has always endured some 
level of persecution. You and I in the Western world, particularly in America, we have 
been overly blessed to have the protection that we've had and the freedom that we've had,
but it may not last forever and we've got to be prepared.

One of my heroes in the faith is a man by the name of Watchman Nee. Watchman Nee 
was a Chinese man, obviously in China, who helped found what we know as the 
underground church there. He actually died in a Chinese prison in 1972. He was put in 
prison, I think it was 17 years earlier, don't quote me on that. While he was in prison, he 
pastored his church. He kept pastoring his church. He would write down the message, 
they would take it out of the prison and they would read it to the congregation. One of the
things they did there in China to Watchman Nee is they were so tired of him leading 
people to Jesus, they put him in solitary confinement. They put him in solitary 
confinement, the only interaction he had with humanity is when they'd bring him his 
food. As soon as they'd bring him his food, he would witness to them as fast as he could. 
Over time, the person bringing him his food would get saved. When that person got 
saved, they wanted to know more about the Bible so they would allow Watchman Nee 
out of his cell so he could do Bible study and what would happen is over a period of time 
this man who was put into solitary confinement, they would walk in and he'd be out in 
the commons area doing Bible study with all the prison guards. They'd get mad, they'd 
put him in another prison. He'd do the exact same thing. One of the things that Watchman
Nee communicated throughout his time was oftentimes he had more freedom in prison 
than when he was out.

So I think as we find ourselves in an increasingly hostile world toward Christianity, we 
need to prepare ourselves for the possible implications. I think we also need to think 
smarter, not harder. And never never bow to the world over the word. Never. Whatever 
the consequences may be, God bless us. By the way, if you ever find yourself 
incarcerated for the gospel of Jesus Christ, you are in good company for Peter ended up 
there, Paul ended up there, Thomas, I mean, all the guys. The early church fathers, many 
of them ended up in those positions. Martin Luther ended up there. So so many of the 
great people of faith were persecuted for their faith and so maybe we ought to ask 
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ourselves this question, not are we going to face persecution but why are we not already 
facing persecution? Any persecution, I know that's a wonderful topic to talk about.

Okay, y'all are awfully quiet tonight. Should we have fed y'all first? I apologize. 
Everybody's good? Okay. Well, it looks like we're going to go through rapid fire tonight. 
That's fine with me. We're all good there.

Alright, interesting, from 9/11, I'm assuming that means the significant event in 2001, 
what do you believe happened when the people jumped out of the windows to their 
death? Would it be considered suicide?

That's a really good question because I think the question behind the question is the 
question that many people struggle with is the issue is does somebody who commits 
suicide, can they go to heaven? Now let me tell you why people believe that if somebody 
commits suicide they cannot go to heaven. The belief is propagated that if one dies 
physically with unconfessed sin which, by the way, committing suicide is a sin, that's 
called murder, right, that if you die with unconfessed sin, then you cannot go to heaven. 
That is the basis for suicide leading to a "you cannot go to heaven" eternity. 

I've got a problem with that line of thinking. I don't care how righteous you think you are,
every one of you is going to die with unconfessed sin. Every one of you. Now it may not 
be murder, it may just be lying. The problem is in Revelation 21:8, it says those who are 
kept out of heaven, it talks about whoremongers and idolaters and liars. In James 2:10 it 
says if we've broken one of the laws it's as if we've broken all of them. Is suicide a sin? 
Absolutely. Is it an unfortunate permanent solution to a temporary problem? Absolutely. 
But suicide does not determine one's eternal destiny. Jesus Christ determines one's eternal
destiny and I think the issue with this is we have somehow bought into this idea that 
we've got to have it all confessed up.

Anybody remember what we commonly call the old timers as they knew that they were 
dying that they were "getting right with their Maker"? Have you ever heard that 
statement? That they'll spend days and day and days confessing all their sins so that 
they're prepared to meet God. I've got news for you. 1. You're going to forget one of 
them. You see, we always remember the sins of commission, the ones we do, how about 
the sins of omission, the ones that we didn't know we did? The person that we aimlessly 
drove by and the Lord asked us to help and we didn't help, never passes a thought again. 
And so I think we forget the magnitude of sin in our life, I think we forget that it doesn't 
matter in our eyes if it's a little sin or a big sin, sin is sin. Suicide is an unfortunate reality 
that probably has affected every one of our families, including myself. However, that is 
not the litmus test for eternity, Jesus is the litmus test for eternity.

Any suicide questions? Why did we get on all these happy subjects tonight? Y'all are the 
ones that submit the questions, not me. Yes, sir.

[unintelligible] 
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Absolutely. 

[unintelligible] 

That's right. 

[unintelligible] 

Oh, it sure does. Absolutely. To reiterate if you didn't hear what he said. Oftentimes at 
that point when that occurs, they're not in their right mind. Let me share with you, I know
this is pretty obvious biologically speaking but let me state it for the record: I used to be a
teenager and I did some really stupid things as a teenager. I'm thankful I am alive today, 
and I look back at some of the dumb things I did as a teenager and some of you are 
saying, "Well, I did some dumb things as an adult." Well, same thing. Had I ended my 
life at that event, I would have had unconfessed sin. I've got news for you: I bet if I 
dropped right now, I've got unconfessed sin in my life.

So you're right, the person that goes through that actually purposeful event, there's a great
question of are they in their right mind or are they struggling, are they not responding 
correctly. I've had so many individuals that have been connected in my life that have 
responded with that answer that looking at it from an objective perspective you could say 
absolutely they just weren't thinking clearly. However their eternity is not determined on 
whether they were thinking clearly or in their right mind, the question is how did they 
respond to Jesus at some point in their life. I've done funerals for those in this position 
and there's a great comfort in knowing eternity is not found in "did we confess all our 
sins?" Eternity is not found in "did I do all the right stuff?" Eternity is found in "do I 
know Jesus." And even if you know Jesus, you can have times where you're not thinking 
clearly. Even if you know Jesus, there's times you don't make the right decisions. Can 
anybody testify that ever since you got saved you made all the right decisions and never 
messed up? Unfortunately some of them have more permanent results than others.

Anybody else on this very positive subject matter? Yes, sir.

[unintelligible] 

Are you talking about the persons in 9/11? Great response. You know, obviously it's 
alluding to that event. We remember the imagery of that day and there's so many other 
events that can parallel that to where people who realized they were in a situation of 
impending death. Here's what I would say because people ask, "Well, did they make the 
right decision?" Unless you and I were standing on the 68th floor or whatever, we don't 
know what was happening. We don't know what was going through their mind. We don't 
know what they were facing if that makes sense, and so I think it's... I have a real hard 
time determining one's motives if I've never been in their shoes, and so to the question 
particularly, if it is technically considered suicide, fine, so be it, what did they do with 
Jesus? Not was it out the window or by fire, because the last time I checked it's not how 
you die that determines your eternity, it's who you know when you die that determines. 
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So but that's a great point. We don't know what they were dealing with, what was facing 
them. Was it, yeah, they were going to die anyway? We presume, we don't know, we 
weren't there. You would think that was their thought.

Anybody else on that one? Okay, yes, sir.

[unintelligible] 

That's right.

[unintelligible] 

Oh yeah. Again, how one dies does not determine their eternity, let me remind you, he's 
mentioned about the demons that were chasing him. I don't want to speak specifically to 
this character in Scripture because he's so unique but I think we would testify the demons
were chasing Judas, in fact, he's the only character in the Scriptures that say that the devil
actually entered him, and how did his life end? He took it. He was in the same position. 
There was a demonic influence on his life that he made that decision to end his life. You 
know, the Bible says that he hung himself and then it says his bowels split open, he hung 
himself over a cliff and then the event. 

But you're absolutely right that the hardship he was going through or the inevitable 
choice of these people that were specifically mentioned or not being in their right mind, 
there's all those patterns. The issue is whoever that person is, at one point in their life did 
they truly understand and respond appropriately to Jesus because all of us have had times 
where we weren't in our right mind after we got saved, all of us have had times where we 
thought it was inevitable whatever it was, and all of us have been chased by demons. I 
would say all of us right now are very fortunate we find ourselves in a living position that
maybe we didn't respond like many others have and I think we've all known people.

Yes, sir.

[unintelligible] 

I did not say that. You want to go down the Judas road? Do you want to go down the 
Judas road, sir?

[unintelligible] 

Can we take the shortcut? The question was are you saying it's possible Judas is in 
heaven? No. What I was referring to and I apologize if I miscommunicated was we see in
Scripture the picture of one who was chased by the demonic who ended his own life, 
therefore in the case of his friends, someone chased by the demonic led to the same 
conclusion. Judas, I absolutely can positively guarantee is not in heaven. Now I can't say 
that above everybody but I think I can say that about him.
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Do you want to explore Judas or do you just want to end it there?

[unintelligible] 

Explore him? Alright. 

[unintelligible] 

Alright, John 6. Now I do believe, not based on this one particular subject matter in 
regard to suicide, but I think we as believers in Jesus Christ have an innate sympathy for 
Judas and here's why: we've all failed. We've all messed up. We all at some point in our 
lives feel as if we've sold out Jesus and so I think we really, we want to put Judas in 
heaven, we want to say he was an okay guy. That's not the biblical record. 

What I would say is if we want to sympathize with someone who has "sold out Jesus," 
let's sympathize with Peter and not with Judas, because on the night of Jesus' crucifixion, 
one may have sold him out for money but the other one sold him out for his own skin. 
You know, you think about Peter denying him three times, Judas may have sold him for 
the money but Peter even cussed out people outside of the Sanhedrin saying that, you 
know, he didn't know the man.

That being said, the mention of Judas in John 6, we're going to go to the very end. Jesus 
makes an interesting statement in verse 70. I'm going to begin in verse 67. Now this is at 
the beginning of Jesus' ministry. Remember, he's gathered the 12 to him. By the way, the 
Bible speaks that there were the 12, there were also, you know, the 70 he sent out 2 x 2 
and then the 500. But here it says in verse 67, "Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye 
also go away? Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast 
the words of eternal life. And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of 
the living God." Listen to what Jesus says, " Then Jesus answered them, Have not I 
chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil?" Hm, I wonder who he's talking about 
there? Do you find it interesting that at the very beginning of the ministry of Jesus he 
calls Judas a devil? Now as I said, Judas is the only one of anybody in Scripture the Bible
says that Satan actually entered him. We find people that are demon possessed. We find 
people that are demon influenced. But Judas it actually says that Satan entered him.

So from the very beginning of his ministry, he's called a devil. At the very end, Satan 
enters him. But then I want you to fast forward to John 17 and I want you to see what I 
find an interesting description of Judas that again Jesus gives him. John 17, we're in the 
garden of Gethsemane. I like to call this the Lord's Prayer. I know we call the Lord's 
Prayer, you know, "Our Father which art in heaven," etc., but this is the prayer of the 
Lord in the garden of Gethsemane and in verse 12 of John 17, this is what he's praying to 
the heavenly Father. He says, "While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy 
name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of 
perdition." Now of all those 12, we know who he's referring to, right? He's referring to 
Judas. None of them are lost except the son of perdition, your Bible may read "the man of
lawlessness."
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Fast forward to 2 Timothy 2, I'm sorry, 2 Thessalonians 2. 2 Thessalonians 2 is the 
chapter on the Antichrist. You say, "What is the chapter on the Antichrist have to do with
Judas?" Well, let's begin to read. Verse 1 of chapter 2 of 2 Thessalonians, it says, "Now 
we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering 
together unto him, That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, 
nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. Let no man 
deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away 
first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition." Here's what I find interesting 
about the character known as Judas Iscariot. At the beginning of Jesus' ministry, he is 
called a devil. The night before Jesus gives his life as a sacrifice for humanity, he is 
called by the same description as later the Antichrist will be called. I don't think this is 
your average run-of-the-mill, oops, I messed up, kind of guy. I think we're dealing with 
something very strategic here, very satanic here, and what's really unique is when you get
to Revelation 17.

So fast forward to Revelation 17. Revelation 17, we're going to get a little insight on the 
character known as the Antichrist. By the way, shameless plug, beginning next 
Wednesday night, we'll actually walk through the book of Revelation. Thought I'd invite 
you to come back. Revelation 17, it's talking about the beast. By the way, in the book of 
Revelation the term Antichrist is not used but the term beast is used for what we 
commonly refer to as the Antichrist. Verse 8 of Revelation 17, "The beast that you saw  
was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they
that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life 
from everlasting." Interesting that the Antichrist figure when you get to the book of 
Revelation 17 says he was, was not, and then ascends out of the bottomless pit. 

Now that being said, go back to the book of Acts 2. You see, I don't want you to get Jeff's
opinion on this, I want to just give you some Scriptures because I find it interesting. Acts 
2, what we know as the Pentecost sermon of Peter. I'm looking for the passage on Judas' 
death, excuse me. Oh, I'm sorry, it's chapter 1. Chapter 1. I'm sorry. Hold on. I'm looking 
first at a particular phrase. There's a part where it says he went to his own place. Verse 
18, "this man purchased a field with the reward of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst
asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out." Verse 25, boy, I was going to take a 
while to get there, "That he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which 
Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place." Isn't that interesting? The 
Bible doesn't say he went to hell. It doesn't say he went to heaven, not that he did. But it 
says he went to his own place.

Now let me string those beads along when we talk about Judas. Here's an individual 
who's called a devil, he's called the same title as the Antichrist, it says that when he dies, 
he goes to his own place. Now I'm not saying that Judas is going to be the Antichrist. I'm 
not saying that but I find it interesting that he is so equated with the character known as 
the Antichrist that I think oftentimes we sympathize with a character in Scripture that 
need not us have sympathy with because he is so unique compared to all other characters 
in Scripture.
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Has that helped with the Judas question at all? Because I think we overly sympathize 
with him and I gave you the short answer there. We could have gone a long time but we 
went short. Alright. Oh, he's got his hand up. Go for it.

[unintelligible] 

Yes.

[unintelligible] 

That is a wonderful question. You know, it's amazing the younger we are the better 
questions we ask. The question is since Jesus was born a human, is Judas, the devil, born 
a human? Let me pull away from that and kind of go to the side a moment. I think you've 
got great biblical evidence that the Antichrist will be the physical embodiment of the 
devil just as Jesus Christ is the physical embodiment of the Lord. Does that make sense?

Now we've got to go back to the question: then who is Judas? Now I'm going to use the 
word "if," if Judas has some kind of relationship to this character, then, yes. If he does 
not, then, no. By the way, Jesus told a parable about the wheat and the tares, a famous 
parable. Remember about the tares, he says that the tares were planted by the enemy. You
know, we oftentimes and I'm not trying to pick on us but we oftentimes teach and, by the 
way, a lot of preachers preach that, you know, that's a picture of people who claim to be 
believers and they're really not, but when you really begin to dissect that parable, what 
Jesus is saying is that the devil purposefully takes his entities, his minions, his 
principalities, and he places them in the field of humanity so to mess up the field. At the 
least, I think we could say Judas was a plant.

Now I know what you're thinking: so why did Jesus make him an apostle? Why? Why 
would he do that if he knew he was such a messed up character? Well, I think we forget 
that the temptations in the wilderness are not the only temptations that Jesus endured. 
Oftentimes we think, "Well, he went through the big three, you know, turn the rock into 
bread, cast yourself down, the kingdoms of the world, bow down, and then that was it." 
No, no, no, no. Let me ask you a question: what is a more difficult temptation to resist, 
turn the rock into bread or, "Hey, guys, we're going to Bethany." But Jesus, I want to go 
Jericho. Sometimes the most subtle temptations are the hardest.

So I want to open up a possible Pandora's box here. If Judas is this horrific character, if 
he's a devil at minimum, then for 3 ½ years when Jesus is walking the countryside and 
preaching and teaching and healing and doing miracles, then everywhere he goes and 
everything he does there's a constant voice of the enemy beside him and he says no every 
time. That's what's so significant to me about the character of Judas because at what we 
know as the Last Supper when Jesus says, "One of you will betray me," remember what 
Jesus says to him? "Go and do what you must," almost as if Jesus is saying, "I've been 
waiting for this for 3 ½ years. It's finally coming to fruition." 
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By the way, anybody remember what Judas' responsibility was with the disciples? He 
was the banker. I'm not making any personal accusations, he just happened to be the 
banker which is interesting because there's this famous story of a woman who takes this 
anointing oil, this perfume, and she bathes Jesus with it. By the way, that perfume when 
we talk about the alabaster and how expensive it would have been, it would've been the 
equivalent of an ancient dowry. That was her entire earthly security is what she was 
giving. When she is doing this, Judas says, "Ah, but Jesus, we could have taken the 
money and fed the poor." To which Jesus says, "You're always going to have the poor 
with you, but she and what she has done will be a testimony of my death from hereon 
out." And the story is still being told. Anytime somebody tried to point to the sacrificial 
death of Jesus, Judas tried to take them somewhere else. "Oh, let's feed the poor. Let's 
feed the poor." Is there anything wrong with feeding the poor? No, as long as it's an 
extension of Jesus and not a replacement of Jesus.

Does that help out with you? Have you got more Judas stuff or are we good? We're good?
Alright. Yes, ma'am.

[unintelligible] 

Or you're going to Revelation again, aren't you? Oh, of John. I'm sorry.

[unintelligible] 

Yes.

[unintelligible] 

Oh, absolutely. Yes, and then the question is if not Judas, who? Yup. So, yes, that the 
Scripture might be fulfilled. The Bible stated very clearly that Jesus would be betrayed 
and obviously we know that he was. Here's a good could it be. Somebody had to turn him
over, okay? I've asked this before but probably in this format or setting, I think it was a 
couple Wednesday nights ago, one of my favorite theological questions: can you kill a 
sinless man? But Jesus made this statement, "Nobody takes my life unless I give it." But 
the Scripture was that he would be betrayed, particularly Psalm 22 talks about that in 
great detail. So the question is, well, what if Judas, now these are hypotheticals, what if 
Judas would not have betrayed him? What if he had backed off and said, "I'm not 
interested in this," then who would have been next? Ultimately we can't answer that 
question so I want to take it to what we call the nth degree. Let's imagine that not only the
12 apostles but all the other Jewish people who said, "Let his blood be on us and our 
children," let's pretend they all believed in him. Who's going to turn him over? Do you 
remember the kind of the cultural political dynamic that was happening in that day? Even
though you were in Jerusalem, even though you were in Judea, Jewish country, you had 
Roman law. You had a man by the name of Pilate who did not want to kill Jesus but 
washed his hands, you remember that story.
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Now the reason I'm bringing that up is there was such a political, for lack of better terms, 
just tinderbox that was going on. Even if all the Jews had said he's the guy, can you 
imagine the chaos that would have created in the Roman world. They would have put him
on the cross. Somebody was going to put him on the cross. Judas happened to be the 
particular instrument that went to the Romans and the Jewish Sanhedrin and said, "I'm 
going to go and kiss him on the cheek and that's your guy." Interesting that when they 
come to the garden of Gethsemane, 500 people, Jesus says, "I was teaching in the 
synagogue, I've walked in the street, and this is how you come to take me?" And 
remember the man says, "Are you Jesus?" And he says, "I am." Do you remember what 
happened? They all fell back and then they got back up again and came after him. If I'd a 
been a part of that 500, there would only have been 499 left. I think at that point I'd say, 
"You know what? I don't think this is a good idea." However, again that the Scripture 
might be fulfilled somebody was going to, the question who would that person be, 
particularly the Bible alludes to Judas obviously very specifically but it was fulfilled 
which brings up this point: the enemy, the devil is going to use somebody or something 
and it was going to be utilized so it was fulfilled via Judas.

Yes, sir. Now we're getting active. Let's go.

[unintelligible] 

That is correct.

[unintelligible] 

Yeah, the question or the parallel he's bringing up is a great parallel is Pharaoh with what 
we know as the plagues where the Bible says the Lord says, "I will harden his heart," but 
we know that for the first five of the plagues, Pharaoh considered, he was interested, he 
said, "Okay, I'll let you go. No, I changed my mind," and finally on the sixth one God 
hardens his heart. So the idea is was Judas in the same position? I think Judas and I asked
you the question about Judas a while ago, did you want to go down the road? Judas is one
of what I call the outliers in the Bible. Y'all know what an outlier is. Statistically it's the 
one that you don't count with the average, you know? If you've got 100 figures that you're
going to average and 99 of them are between 75 and 100 and one of them is a 12, you 
kick the 12 out because you're like, "That is so different than everything else, it doesn't 
even count." Judas is one of those guys. John the Baptist is one of those guys. You're 
dealing with characters that are so unique. John the Baptist, according to the biblical 
record, the Holy Spirit lept within Elizabeth's womb while he was in the womb. That's a 
different breed. In fact, Jesus said he was completely different. It's possible. If Judas, if 
Judas, if he is as possibly bad as the Bible says he could possibly be, then you're dealing 
with another outlier and rather than a man whose heart got hardened over time, you're 
dealing with one of the tares that the enemy has planted. This is why I asked you if you 
wanted to go down the Judas road. 

Now on the other hand, let's back off Judas a moment and let's go to Peter. Here was a 
man who testified who Jesus was, a man who spoke highly of Jesus on many occasions, 
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denies him three times, says, "I've never met the man," begins to cuss people out, and yet 
at the same time who was one of the first people to hit the tomb when it was empty? It 
was Peter. What did Judas do? Judas throws the money back and goes and hangs himself.
Little different response there even though you still have a horrible response the night of 
the crucifixion.

So again, it goes back to and I hate to say you've gotta pick one or two camps, either 
Judas is someone who started off good and went bad and we sympathize for him, or he 
was always bad and therefore there's no excuse for him. I don't know if we can 
conclusively give the answer to that one when it comes to Judas, that's why when we start
talking about him compared to Pharaoh, I like to pull Judas out of the equation and say, 
"Let's put him over here. He's a unique guy." Because you could compare Peter to many 
other people and Bartholomew to others but Judas is a unique guy. Nobody else in the 
Bible does Jesus call a devil.

Yes, ma'am.

[unintelligible] 

Ah, the question is: is there the possibility that the Antichrist could be a descendant of 
Judas? 1. We don't have a record that he had a family. 2. There are places in South 
America, by the way, I'm not making this stuff up, you can go Google it because, you 
know, what did we do before Google, by the way? I mean, seriously?

[unintelligible] 

We read books. Yeah, we did. Thank you. You know what we had? We had 
encyclopedias, that's right. But you can go and Google there are groups of people, 
particularly in South America, that you know a church oftentimes has a cross and the 
Catholic tradition has crucifixes etc., there are, I hate to call them churches, but there are 
congregations that are putting the character of Judas on the cross because they believe 
that we've got the story backwards, that it was actually Judas that was the hero, not Jesus.

So let me give you a hypothetical. Revelation 17, the Antichrist, he was, was not, comes 
out of the bottomless pit. There is, and when we study Revelation we'll dig into that in 
more detail, there is the thought or the idea that the Antichrist will be one who has been 
here before and returns again. How would the world respond if Judas Iscariot showed up 
again and said, "Y'all got this story backwards. I'm the real hero." I can tell you what 
would happen, he'd make every talk show in America, he'd be on the headlines of every 
newspaper, and all the governments would bow down and say, "We'll do whatever you 
tell us to do." That would be an interesting connection. Now I'm not saying he's going to 
be.

Same thing, let's pick the most heinous man in our generational history, Adolph Hitler. I 
don't find many people who find anything nice to say about him but if Adolph Hitler 
showed back up and said, "I'm back, boys. I'm back from the dead." What would people 
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do? I think we don't give humanity credit enough for their ignorance and their willingness
to follow anybody for any reason. Interesting the one who actually rose from the dead 
people question, but if someone of this caliber did arise because based on that passage he 
was, he was not, he shall be again, it leaves open that door. Would it be one of his 
descendants? I can't answer the question but I think there's going to be at least an eerie 
parallel, if that makes sense, because what was Judas? He was a part of the group that 
wasn't really a part of the group. Read Revelation 13, you know what you're going to find
about the Antichrist? He does miracles. He does wonders. He calls down fire from 
heaven. Antichrist doesn't mean opposite of Christ, it means not Christ. I'm convinced the
Antichrist is going, I know I'm getting ahead into Revelation, I think he's going to present
himself to the world as the Messiah. I don't think he's going to show up in a red suit, 
horns, and a tail. I think he's going to show up saying, "I'm the one you've all been 
waiting for. I'm the answer to all your problems." In fact, the Bible alludes to the fact he 
comes in peace and then ends in destruction.

So I don't know what the exact connection will be, but I asked you if you wanted to go 
down the road. It opens up this interesting theological Pandora's box because you can't 
really pigeonhole Judas. Was he, was he not? Because every time you say, "Well, it looks
conclusive," well, maybe not so much. But if nothing else, he pictures the Antichrist 
figure.

I saw another hand. Yes, ma'am.

[unintelligible] 

Matthew 27:3 and 5, 3 through 5, okay. It says, "Then Judas, which had betrayed him, 
when he saw that he was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty 
pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, Saying, I have sinned in that I have 
betrayed the innocent blood. And they said, What is that to us? see thou to that. And he 
cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself."
The idea that, now the word "repent" literally means "to turn." He says, "I have sinned." 
And so the question is and I don't know if you're asking this question but the thought has 
been presented, "Ah, is that a picture of remorse and repentance and, oh, I did the wrong 
thing and how awful am I, and I should not have done this"? Let's not forget he's a devil. 
Let's not forget he's called the son of perdition. 

One thing that I think is difficult for us to do, and I'm glad you brought up this verse, is 
the devil never claims to be innocent. I mean, think about that for a moment. The devil's 
never claimed to be innocent, he's just claimed to be right. So when he says he's sinned, 
he's gone against God, that's a true statement. Think about what does the word "sin" 
mean? To go against the things of God or to violate God. He went against God and he 
lost, is what he did. And so I don't think this passage is so much a picture of, "I'm going 
to turn to the Lord," because what did he do? Threw down the silver and hung himself. 
It's not like he threw down the silver and ran to the cross. Does that make sense? A little 
bit different of where he went versus what he did.
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Now the word "to sin" is to go against God. Yes, he went against God. He admitted he 
went against God. I'm going to go, I don't know if you want to go here but, again, I told 
you you were opening up a road here. The Bible says earlier in the passage that Satan 
entered him. Let me tell you what Satan does with you: he uses you for his purpose and 
then he leaves you on the side of the road. Is it possible that here was a plant, here was a 
tare, to use the illustration Jesus gave, here was one who for years the enemy had been 
using and using and using and when it got to that point he said, "Alright, I'm done. I'm 
done with this guy." He left him. We don't know. Again, it goes back to the outlier. He is 
such a mysterious character but I don't think we have any evidence of him being in 
heaven. I will be absolutely shocked if I get there one day and Judas is there.

Pilate, oo, that's a good one. I don't know. By the way, you know, according to John 5:20 
all judgment is left to Jesus so we really don't know who's going to be there and who's 
not. I know I'm going to be there, I hope y'all are. So but Pilate, Pilate's an interesting 
character for multiple reasons. We know the story in the Bible, he's warned by his wife, 
he doesn't listen to her, typical man. Boy, there are some interesting side commentary that
came out of that one. He believes that he is innocent because he washes his hands. He 
asked him, "Are you the King of the Jews?" And he was the one that determined when 
they put King of the Jews in three different languages, Pilate said, "I've written what I've 
written." He wouldn't abandon him. He wouldn't quit. Everything that we know about 
Pilate after the death of Jesus is completely suspect, but I find it interesting he never 
shows up again in history. I've got a good suspicion that because of all the chaos that was 
created, that was his third strike when it came to those that were over him in the Roman 
government. If you read a history and a biography of Pilate, he was on thin ice anyway 
which is why a lot of people believe that he was willing to give in to the crowd. We don't 
know but I will say one thing about Pilate, he's a great picture of cowardice because 
Pilate had – I know time's up – here's the thing about Pilate and I guess we could say this 
for all of our lives, he had the chance to go down in history as the greatest because if 
Pilate had said, "I'm not going to have anything to do with this. This man is who he says 
he is. I'm not condemning him to death. If you want to put him on the cross, so be it, but 
I'm not going to do it." They'd have put him on a cross and there wouldn't have been three
crosses, there would have been four and one of them would have been Pilate. He could 
have gone down in history as one of the greatest but what has he gone down as? One of 
the great cowards.

Will Pilate be there? I don't know, but if he is, I'll be glad. If he's not, I'll be sad. I don't 
know. Again, we can look at some passages but we really don't know on some of those 
guys. Now here's what we do know, we can know where you are or you can know where 
you are and that's what's important, is are you going to be in heaven. That's a great 
important question.

Alright, it is 7:30. It's time to close. Next week, we'll do 30 Ask Jeff, then we'll do the 
book of Revelation, and based on tonight, I think you're kind of interested in the last book
of the Bible. We'll have some fun with that one and I promise you it will generate more 
questions than it will answers. So let me pray for us and we'll get out of here.
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Lord, as we close tonight, Lord, even though we may have more questions leaving than 
when we came, thank you, thank you, thank you just for the unsearchable riches of your 
word, more importantly, thought, for the simplicity and the clarity of Jesus Christ in our 
life. Lord, we know that we don't know a whole lot about Judas and we don't know a 
whole lot about Pilate, but we do know that you made it very clear that you loved us so 
much, you were willing to go to the cross for our sins, and if we would confess and 
repent, you would save us and forgive us. So thank you for that surety as we leave this 
place. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

God bless. See you next week. Hey, we're eating next week so y'all be happier.
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