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Romans 8:18-23 

 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 40 

Introduction: 

     It is here we come to a power verse of Romans chapter eight. This is what I call one of the 
peaks of Romans 8. There are several of these in Romans eight, that is once you understand 
this chapter in its proper context. 

     We have Romans 8:1 – There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus. (No Condemnation in Christ Jesus).1 

• Romans 8:18 - For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to 
be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. (Contrast of Sufferings and 
Glory).2 

• Romans 8:28 - And we know that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. (God’s Sovereign Purpose, 
His Glory).3 

• Romans 8:35-39 - This chapter begins with no condemnation in Christ Jesus and the 
Chapter ends with no separation from Christ Jesus.  

     In verse 18 it speaks of the final glory that the believe will receive in Christ, and the 
assurance we have that the work of the Holy Spirit will carry this through to the final end of 
glorification.  
__________________________________________                                               
1 Text & Notes: ‘Therefore indicates that Paul is stating an important summary and conclusion related to his preceding 
argument. The “therefore” is based first on the exclamation of victory that comes “through Jesus Christ our Lord” 
(7:23-25), which in turn is linked back to 7:6, where the idea of the “new life of the Spirit” is first mentioned. But more 
broadly Paul seems to be recalling his whole argument about salvation in Christ from 3:21-5:21. The now in 8:1 
matches the “now” in 7:6, showing that the new era of redemptive history has “now” been inaugurated by Christ 
Jesus for those who are “now” in right standing before God because they are united with Christ. English Standard 
Version, ESV Study Bible, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Publishers, 2008), Romans 8-1. (Text & Notes). 
 
2 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:18. 
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     Now let us read our entire text and begin to unpack these verses.  

Romans 8:18-23 

18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in us. 

19 For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. 

20 For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath 
subjected the same in hope, 

21 Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God. 

22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. 

23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves 
groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.4 

     It is a truth of that of the regenerated believer, they will indeed be made a partaker of 
peace and rest.  

- They will inherit eternal riches in glory. 
- They will receive great joy unspeakable and full of glory. 
- They can and will find great fulfillment in Christ. 
- They can have total contentment in Christ Alone.  

     However, what is also true is that the person that in joined in union with Christ, will also 
experience suffering. To understand this better let’s look back at Romans 8:16-17. 

Romans 8:16-17 

16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 

17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer 
with him, that we may be also glorified together.5 

__________________________________________                                                
3 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28. 
 

4 Ibid., Romans 8:18-23. 
 
5 Ibid., Romans 8:16-17. 
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     I want you to notice how the Apostle Paul ends that verse – “if so be that we suffer with 
Him, that we may be also glorified together.”  Paul is telling us that there will be sufferings. 
Jesus, Himself tells us that there will be sufferings.  

     As the Apostle John writes, ‘“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his 
friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call you 
servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not 
choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your 
fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to 
you. 17 These things I command you, so that you will love one another. 18 “If the world hates 
you, know that it has hated me before it hated you.19 If you were of the world, the world 
would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the 
world, therefore the world hates you.’6 

     The Apostle Paul tells young Timothy of such sufferings by the way of persecutions.  

2 Timothy 3:10-12 
10 But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, 
patience, 

11 Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what 
persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me. 

12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.7 

     There will indeed be sufferings, there will be persecutions, temptations, trails and test. And 
Paul has already reminded us from Romans 8:17 - And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, 
and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified 
together.8 You might ask why would this verse be in the midst of a chapter that explicitly 
deals with the Sovereign work of the Holy Spirit? 

- Because it is the work of the Holy Spirit that enables us to deal with the suffering in 
this mortal life.  

- Ultimately it is the Holy Spirit that gives us meaning to the suffering 

__________________________________________                                                                                             
6 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
John 15:12-19. 
 
7 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 2 Timothy 3:10-12. 
 
8 Ibid., Romans 8:17. 
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     It is not a question of if you suffer, it is the question of when and how, and yes the 
believer in Christ will face sufferings. 

1. The Regenerated believer will suffer because they are not of this world.  We have been 
chosen out of the world and the loves its own. Nevertheless, the world will hate you, as they 
hated Jesus before you. 

2. The Regenerated believer will suffer because they live in a fallen world. The world has not 
just been tainted and tarnished by sin, through the fall of Adam. However, creation itself is 
cursed.  

Romans 8:19-22 

19 For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. 

20 For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath 
subjected the same in hope, 

21 Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God.  

22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.9 

     We will experience suffering because we live in fallen world, and because we are not of 
this world.   

3. The Regenerated believer will experience suffering because of this fallen flesh.  

     Look back at Romans 8:18 - For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed to us-ward.10  That word 
sufferings – is the Greek word ‘παθήματα’ – pathéma from the root (παθημα) – path’-os. This 
term not only carries with it the idea of suffering some affliction, but it also carries with it an 
undergoing of a passionate and emotional suffering.11 

__________________________________________                                                                                              

9 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:19-22. 
 
10 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Romans 8:18. 
 
11 James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible, 
(Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
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     The suffering through the things that upset one emotionally. The fact is we are still in our 
fallen flesh but by the work of the Spirit, through regeneration, the indwelling and the sealing 
we are taught truth. His Spirit bears witness with our Spirit, and the things now that go 
against God, His Holiness, His Righteousness, His divine nature, these things that oppose the 
Spirit of Truth that now indwells us, will indeed emotionally upset us. Don’t you ever let 
anyone tell you that there is no suffering in the life of the believer; ‘and if children, heirs also, 
heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also 
be glorified with Him.’12 

     Some may ask the question – well, if that is the way it is going to be is it honestly really 
worth following Christ? This is the truth of Romans 8:18, but in order to believe verse 18 – 
one must understand and believe verses 16-17. 

The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of 
God: 17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so 
be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.13 

     Even in the sufferings of the believer the Holy Spirit bears witness with our Spirit – He 
teaches us truth, He comforts and gives us endurance to persevere through the trails of this 
life. He is our witness, He is our Assurance, and He is our Strength. Now we can believe 
Romans 8:18. 

     Romans 8:18 – ‘For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.’14 May we let God’s Spirit teach us 
tonight, what so many have missed. Why so many are robbed of their joy, and peace in the 
midst of the trails and sufferings.  Paul is trying to get his readers to understand here that 
the sufferings of this present time – are not even worthy to be compared.  

 

_________________________________________                                                                                                                               
12 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Romans 8:17. 
 

13 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:16-17. 
 
14 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Romans 8:18. 
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     Paul says here I cannot do a comparison or even a contrast to my sufferings now, and the 
glory to come. Because such trails of the present are not even worthy to be compared to the 
glory that shall be.  How many times do we miss that; not even worthy. There’s no way to 
compare the two. They are not even compatible, no comparison, no contrast. Because our 
suffering are not even worthy.  

     We have spoken on the sufferings, now let us take a look at the Glory.  

Romans 8:18 - For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.15 

     To Glory which shall be revealed in us / or revealed to us. This verse is the assurance of 
the promised work of the Holy Spirit. What God will accomplish through the final phase of 
Salvation in Glory. We get a better understanding of this glory from Romans 8:23; ‘Not 
only that, but we also who have the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 
ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body.’ 16 Verse 23 speaks 
about this anticipation of the redemption of our body, this is that final phase of salvation – 
Glorification; and oh, what Glory it shall be! My friends, our meager little afflictions and 
sufferings of this life, cannot even compare to this. This is your promise for those who are in 
Christ Jesus.  

     The Apostle Paul in Colossians, writes, ‘If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2 Set your affection on things 
above, not on things on the earth. 3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 
4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.17 
 
     Here again the full and final redemption in glory. Paul tells us that there’s a hope out in 
front of us that we are eagerly waiting for; and these little meager sufferings that we 
encounter in the present time are not even worthy to be compared to that. Paul also writes, 
‘For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious 
body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.’18 
_________________________________________                                                                                                                               
15 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:18. 
 
16 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Romans 8:23. 
 
17 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Colossians 3:2-4. 
 
18 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Philippians 3:20-21. 
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Philippians 3:20-21 

20 For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ: 

21 Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, 
according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.19 

Go over to Second Thessalonians 1:10-12 

2 Thessalonians 1:10-12 

10 When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe 
(because our testimony among you was believed) in that day. 

11 Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, 
and fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power: 

12 That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to 
the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.20 

     The latter of verse 12, says that the Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, but it also 
says – and you in Him. There is a glory, that the Children of God share with Christ Jesus 
because they are heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ Jesus the Lord, and oh, what Glory! 

     What again did Paul remind us of in 8:18 – that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. Church, being in union 
with Christ means you have been called unto His Glory, we will share in it, in the sense that 
we to will be glorified with Christ. Your sufferings are not even worthy to be compared to 
that. 

     Let us look at just a few more verses before we bring this to a close. Because I hope you 
can leave here, honestly believe, and say in your heart that my meager sufferings are not 
worthy to be compared to such glory.  
_________________________________________                                                                                                                               
19 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Philippians 3:20-
21. 
 
20 Ibid., 2 Thessalonians 1:10-12. 
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1 John 3:1-2 

1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the 
sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 

2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know 
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.21 

     But we know, how do we know this? Because His Spirit bears witness with our spirit in 
Truth. But we know, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He 
is. There is nothing to compare that to.  Whatever you have, or whatever you may be 
experiencing or going through, it is not even worthy.  

     Getting ahold of that might help just a bit with part of Romans 8:29 - For whom he did 
foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son.22 You see, when 
I see Him, I will be transformed completely to His image, In His Glory. The bottom line is that 
God’s elect have been predestinated unto glory, all for His glory. Furthermore, the Holy Spirit 
will accomplish this.  

John 17:1-5 
 
1 These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; 
glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee:  
 

2 As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou 
hast given him. 
 
3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
thou hast sent. 
 
4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. 
 
5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee 
before the world was.23 
 

     He prayed before the Cross, and asked the Father – ‘glorify thou me with thine own self 
with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.’24 
 

_________________________________________                                                                                                                               
21 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 John 3:1-2. 
 
22 Ibid., Romans 8:29. 
 
23 Ibid., John 17:1-5. 
 
24 Ibid. 
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     Let me ask you this question, was that prayer answered, was it fulfilled?  Oh my friend 
yes, it was. If you know how, and you trust His finished work, you can know that by the 
witness of the Holy Spirit, you are an heir of God and a joint heir with Jesus Christ; and if 
you suffer with Him, you will also be glorified together with Him. 
 
     Now look at John 17:20 
 
John 17:20-26 
 

20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their 
word;  
 

21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one 
in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.  
 

22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are 
one: 
 

23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may 
know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 
 

24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they 
may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of 
the world. 
 

25 O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have 
known that thou hast sent me.  
 

26 And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou 
hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.25 

     Did you hear what Jesus prayed in verse 22 - and the glory which thou gavest me I have 
given them; that they may be one, even as we are one:26  You see my friend, Paul knew this 
truth, Paul believed this truth.  Paul was assured of this truth by the witness of the Holy Spirit.  
And this is what Paul is trying to get across to us today - that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.27 

_________________________________________                                                                                                                               
25 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 17:20-26. 
 
26 Ibid., John 17:22. 
 
27 Ibid., Romans 8:18. 
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