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Why Preach Expositionally 
2 Timothy 4:1-51 

Russ Kennedy 

 

My Purpose:  

To present a biblical, wise rationale for different forms of expositional preaching. 

Troubling trends: 

• Functional distrust in the Word… 

• Motivational preaching not grounded in exegesis… 

• Loss of preaching as central to the gathering of the church… 

• Use of legalism in preaching to counter culture… 

Definitions of exposition that are too constricting: 

• Exposition is only when you do "sequential, verse-by-verse, teaching through a book of 
the Bible…" This may be a kind of exposition, but it is too narrow. 

• Exposition that really is simply exegesis in the pulpit. It is explaining the original lan-
guages, parsing all the grammar and possibly, but rarely, showing the structure of the text 
without showing the flow of the text. 

• Exposition as a railway for doctrinal freight. Words, phrases and allusions are used to teach 
the doctrinal truth that is connected to it. This is called doctrinal exposition. The problem 
is that it often loses the flow of the text since the text is really being used as a springboard 
to a related doctrine. 

Our Working Definition:  

Expository preaching is when the text or texts chosen are opened up in a language natural way 
through reading of the text, connecting the text to the its context, explaining the message(s) of
the text and applying the text in a Biblical way.  

 

 

  

 

1 Unless otherwise designated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), cop-
yright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Its Biblical Call (2 Timothy 4:1–5) 

The Divine Setting (v.1) 

4 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living 
and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 

We preach before the face of God… 

We preach to people to be judged… 

We preach until the consummation… 

The Powerful Imperative (v.2a) 
2 preach the word…;  

The Centrality of Preaching… 

One way, authoritative, proclamation through gifted men… 

The Centrality of the Bible… 

We are to preach the Word itself; 

Not just from it… 

Not just about it… 

Not just using it… 

We are to preach the message of the Bible. 

The Varied Forms (v.2b) 

We are to be prepared with all different aspects of preaching… 

…be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with com-
plete patience and teaching.  

Prepared for all opportunities… 

Engaged with Biblical means… 

Committed to teaching patiently… 

The Human Setting (v.3-4) 

A preaching environment where Christians are.. 

3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having 
itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own pas-
sions, 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 

Rejecting sound teaching… 

"not endure…" sitting under sound teaching is not supposed to be easy!!! 

Accumulating acceptable teachers.. 

Teachers who scratch where they itch - their ears… 

Teaches who support their passions… 

Wandering from truth to myths… 

When people leave truth they must embrace myths and lies. There is no neutral 
ground. 
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The Personal Responsibilities (v.5) 
5 As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evan-
gelist, fulfill your ministry.  

Specific instructions for Timothy but helpful for us. 

Serious minded about life… 

Preaching must rise from a kind of seriousness about who God is and what He is 
doing and out place in His purposes… 

Expecting and enduring hardship… 

Evangelizing when and where possible… 

Do and finish the work… 

So how do we live this out in our context? 

Its Wisdom Understanding 

There are some important principles that guide our exposition 

The Perfection of the Word 

We preach the Word because it is inspired, inerrant, infallible and sufficient… 

The Purpose of the Word 

We preach the Word because it is how God transmits His grace to sinners and saints… 

The Power of the Word 

We preach the Word because is the powerfully penetrating tool to transform hearts… 

The Place of the Word 

We preach the Word because God has made it central to everything… 

The Preparation for the Word 

We preach the Word because we are deeply committed to study, writing and delivering 
the Word. We will get it right. 

The Preaching of the Word 

We preach the Word because to not do so is disobedience, dangerous, and deadly. 

Its Practical Application 

In the Selection of Texts 

Preaching through books... 

Preaching through topics...

Preaching through themes... 

In the Handling of Texts 

Understanding the text itself. 

What was the message to the original audience? 

How does this text take us to Christ and the New Covenant? 

What New Covenant application is there of this text? 

In the Application of the Texts 

How does the New Testament use the Old Testament text? 
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What wisdom can be applied from Old Testament commands? 

What was the application to the original recipient and how does that application relate 
to us? 

 

 

Reflect and Respond 

As Pastor for Preaching, here are our commitments, not just for this year but for the pulpit ministry: 

In the preaching of the Word: 

We may choose texts by: 

Next one in a book of the Bible taking larger sections of the book. We tend to do para-
graph by paragraph exposition.  

Text or texts on a topic but each one will be exposited and the application will be true to 
the text(s)… 

Text or texts on a canonical (Biblical) theme but each on will be exposited and connected 
to the theme… 

But we will always exposit the texts we are preaching no matter how they were chosen. 

In the engagement with our people: 

We will reject the plea for ease, fads and scratching itching ears… 

We will listen to counsel and to needs… 

We will connect truth to life Biblically… 

We will: 

At Paul’s solemn urging to us in the presence of God and Christ Jesus, who will someday judge 
the living and the dead when he comes to set up his Kingdom: we will preach the word of God. 
We will be prepared, whether the time is favorable or not. We will seek to patiently correct, rebuke, 
and encourage our people with good teaching.  

We know that the time is coming and is already here, when people will no longer listen to sound 
and wholesome teaching. Even Christians will follow their own desires and will look for teachers 
who will tell them whatever their itching ears want to hear. We see all around us that people will 
reject the truth and chase after myths.  

But we will strive to keep a clear mind and a serious attitude in every situation. We will not be 
afraid of suffering for the Lord. We will, regardless of our gifts, work at telling others the Good 
News. We seek God’s grace to fully carry out the ministry God has given us.  
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