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INTRODUCTION: 

Due to the remaining influences of the world, the flesh, and the devil there is, even in the 
redeemed, there is a tendency to misunderstand and or to be misled with respect to the 
gospel of grace.  There are such influences that strive to pull us away from the truth.  We 
are as much in need of an on-going work of the Spirit in persevering in the truth as we are 
of the initial work of the Spirit in apprehending and embracing it.  All Christians have 
within themselves a strong tendency of remaining sin which would work to grieve and 
quench the Spirit of God in us.  That tendency promotes rebellion in us.  It is easy for us 
to fall back into the sins we knew before our conversion.  The testimony of the Galatian 
churches serves a vivid evidence of the effects of sinful tendencies remaining in believers.  
The believers of the Galatian region had been introduced and instructed, initially in the 
faith of the Lord Jesus Christ by none other than the Apostle Paul himself.  They had had 
the best of instructors.  Not only  Paul taught them, his ministry among them had been 
authenticated by many miracles wrought among them (Galatians 3:5).  These believers 
had embraced and delighted in the truth presented to them by Paul as he relates in 
Galatians 4:14-15.  Yet under such instruction these churches in Galatia, having embraced 
the sound faith initially, did actually fall under the persuasion of false teachers shortly 
after Paul’s departure.  Not only did they abandon the teaching of Paul, they embraced 
that which was in direct contradiction to the gospel of grace as Paul had presented it.  
The purveyors of the false doctrine came without miracles and without apostolic sanction, 
but they were successful in drawing away many. 

 
This tendency to so easily and so speedily fall away from sound doctrine is as prevalent in 
our times as it was in Paul’s.  Believers will flock after the latest current popular teacher 
regardless of the unsoundness or novelty of his teaching.  Hence, the great need of 
watchfulness on the part of us all.  Not one of us is exempt from such a sad result if we 
are not careful to give attention - close attention - to what we have heard so that we do 
not drift away (Hebrews 2:1). 

 
 
OUTLINE: 

I THE ORIGINAL STATE OF THE GALATIANS: CONVERTED 
II THE DEPARTURE OF THE GALATIANS FROM THEIR PREVIOUS BELIEF 
III THE CAUSE AND CURE OF THE DEPARTURE OF THE GALATIANS FROM THEIR PREVIOUS BELIEFS 
CONCLUSION: THREE APPLICATIONS 
 

 
I THE ORIGINAL STATE OF THE GALATIANS: CONVERTED 

vs 6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace 
of Christ, to a different gospel... 

 
It is important to note that the Galatians were clearly said to have been called in the 
grace of Christ.  By this we can know that they were truly converted by Christ initially.  
There was initial soundness among and within them.  To be called into the grace of Christ 
is to have been saved. 
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called -   Without exception when Paul uses the term called he uses it to refer to the work 
of God in bringing people out of a state of being under the wrath of God into a state of 
being a child of God. 

 
Romans 8:30 

Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He 
also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. 

 
The biblical concept of calling is that work of God by which men are called out of 
darkness and into the light, from the kingdom of Satan unto the kingdom of God.  All of 
those who are God’s elect become, eventually, the subjects of this calling which is a 
sovereign work of God. 

 
1 Corinthians 1:23-24 

. . . but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the 
Greeks foolishness, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. 

 
That which makes the difference between those who see the gospel as foolishness and 
those that see it as the power and wisdom of God is this work of God in calling men to 
Himself. 

 
2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 

But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the 
Lord, because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through 
sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth, to which He called you by our 
gospel, for the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Peter also uses this same language in the same way. 
1 Peter 2:9-10 

But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 
people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness 
into His marvelous light; who once were not a people but are now the people of 
God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. 

 
Calling is that work of God that convicts men of their sin and their danger, that 
illuminates the mind to know and understand the gospel, that culminates in the 
regeneration of the heart and transformation of the nature, and that brings men to 
embrace Jesus Christ as their Savior in repentance and faith.  All of this is accomplished 
though what is called calling. 

 
Galatians 1:6 says that this calling was into the grace of Christ.  The gospel which Paul 
had presented to the Galatians and to which the Galatians had been called was one in 
which all the grace needed for salvation was in Christ - alone.  Paul had preached a 
salvation by grace that was a salvation by a free gift.  This passage gives testimony that 
the Galatians had, at one time, understood the terms and nature of the gospel.  The 
Galatians were a saved people saved by the gospel of grace. 

 
Galatians 3:2-3 
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This only I want to learn from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the 
law, or by the hearing of faith?  Are you so foolish?  Having begun in the Spirit, 
are you now being made perfect by the flesh? 

 
Paul is commenting upon the Galatians in this passage.  He is declaring that these 
Galatians were sound and real converts to Christianity.  They has received the work of the 
Spirit in them as proof of regeneration.  Paul is not addressing tenuous or suspicious 
professors of faith, but real converts. 

 
Galatians 4:6-9 

And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your 
hearts, crying out, "Abba, Father!"  Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, 
and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.  But then, indeed, when you did 
not know God, you served those which by nature are not gods.  But now after you 
have known God, or rather are known by God, how is it that you turn again to the 
weak and beggarly elements, to which you desire again to be in bondage? 

 
This passage is an explicit declaration of Paul’s confidence in the original conversion of 
this people. 

 
 
II THE DEPARTURE OF THE GALATIANS FROM THEIR PREVIOUS BELIEF 

vs 6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace 
of Christ, to a different gospel... 

 
Paul is filled with amazement with respect to the speed of the falling away among the 
Galatians.  Did these people lose their salvation.  Does the phrase turning away mean that 
the Galatians were no longer a saved people? 

 
turning away (removed - KJV) - means to transfer or to change.  It is a present middle 
voice verb in the Greek.  These people were in the process of changing themselves from 
one position to another.  The implication of the verb is that they had not yet completed 
that change.  They were in the on-going process of doing so.  The change was one from 
trust and confidence in God and His grace unto a trust and confidence in a false gospel of 
Mosaic law keeping. 

 
How can saved people change in this way?  Even true believers can be led or deceived into 
be attracted to false teaching for a period of time.  There is no one of us who is not 
capable of being misled.  These Galatians had not yet come to a settled conclusion 
regarding this sad transformation.  They were yet in the process of defecting.  This is 
what alarmed Paul, but because he knew them to be saved he also was confident that 
they will eventually reject the present heresy. 

 
Galatians 5:7-10 

You ran well.  Who hindered you from obeying the truth?  This persuasion does not 
come from Him who calls you.  A little leaven leavens the whole lump.  I have 
confidence in you, in the Lord, that you will have no other mind; but he who 
troubles you shall bear his judgment, whoever he is. 

 
Paul was confident of the reclaiming of the Galatians.  The problem with the Galatians 
was not so much one of rebellion as it was one of ignorance and deception. 
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The encouragement we can take from this is that respecting those who are deceived they 
can and will be reclaimed in time.  Those who are rebellious and reject the truth can 
foster no such encouragement or hope as these who are misled from the sound gospel 
unto a false one.  The false teachers will certainly sound plausible and sound, but they 
shall be found out. 

 
Proverbs 18:17 

The first one to plead his cause seems right, until his neighbor comes and 
examines him. 

 
The seemingly plausible and logical teaching of the false teachers will ultimately break 
down under close examination.  Nevertheless, we must exercise vigilant caution in the 
accepting of any teaching or doctrine upon the first hearing of it.  Always seek to measure 
it by the whole of the Scriptures with respect to soundness and authenticity. 

 
 
III THE CAUSE AND CURE OF THE DEPARTURE OF THE GALATIANS FROM THEIR PREVIOUS BELIEFS 

A THE CAUSE: This is plainly stated. 
Galatians 1:7 

which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert 
the gospel of Christ. 

 
The cause are the false teachers.  These false teachers have brought along another 
gospel which is really not worthy of that name.  There really is only one true gospel 
and all else is not a gospel at all.  The gospel is good news.  All other gospels are 
really bad news. 

 
Galatians 3:10 

For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is 
written, "Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are 
written in the book of the law, to do them." 

 
The gospel of the Judaizers was one of law-keeping in order to be justified and this, 
according to Paul in Galatians 3:10 invokes cursing rather than blessing.  It is not a 
good news gospel at all.  Paul calls this gospel as perversion.  The word to pervert 
means to turn out of the path.  The false teachers were teaching that in order to be 
saved one must 1) believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, 2) submit to the Mosaic law, and 
that both of these were essential to salvation.  For these false teachers the works of 
Christ bust be combined with the works of men in salvation.  The Judaizers made 
works which were to be the fruit and result of justification to be the cause and the 
ground of justification.  They turned the gospel around by making the results of 
justification to be the effectuating cause of justification. 

 
trouble  - This word means to agitate or to stir up or to throw into confusion.  The 
effect of the Judaizers was that of troubling the Galatian believers.  These were 
troublers in the church. 

 
This is why Paul is so forceful in his attack of the false teachers.  He severely 
condemns them.  The reason is that by their perversions they bring great injury to the 
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peace and safety of both believers individually and the church as a whole.  By their 
perversions they  leave doubt and destruction in their paths. 

 
B THE CURE 

verse 8-9 
But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than 
what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.  As we have said before, 
so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you 
have received, let him be accursed. 

. 
The remedy or cure proposed is the condemnation of the false teachers in the 
strongest of terms.  Their teaching is to be utterly rejected. 

 
In verse 8 a hypothetical case is set before the Galatians.  That case is the 
presentation of a perverted gospel by himself or an angel.  If this hypothetical case 
were to occur that Paul or the angel were to be accursed. 

 
In verse 9 Paul turns to the actual case or situation, not the hypothetical one.  The 
result is to be the same.  The one presenting a false gospel, one that does not accord 
with the one originally presented, that false teacher is to be accursed.  Not only if 
Paul or an angel present a false gospel is he to be accursed, but a false gospel 
presented by any third party earns that curse for that teacher. 

 
Paul is placing himself under the same judgment that he is urging upon others. 

 
accursed  - The word in the Greek is anathema which means ‘to set apart for 
destruction.’  Paul is saying that false teachers are to be set apart for destruction.  
The gravity of this curse is due to not only the lost condition of the false teacher’s 
soul, but the murderous effect of their teaching upon other lost souls.  By preaching a 
false gospel that become guilty of spiritual murder.  They are not content to commit 
only spiritual suicide, they also commit spiritual homicide.  Their heresies will 
condemn men’s soul’s to destruction in hell. 

 
By this strong condemnation of the false teachers Paul is implying that they are not 
only to be set apart for destruction by God, but viewed in that same way by the 
church.  The church must reject such false teachers.  They must not be invited into 
the pulpit. 

 
Titus 3:10-11 

Reject a divisive man after the first and second admonition, knowing that such 
a person is warped and sinning, being self-condemned. 

 
The biblical counsel regarding recognized false teachers is rejection and expulsion.  If 
the choice is to be between the truth or the people, the people are to be rejected.  
The truth is never to be supplanted and rejected or discarded. 

 
2 John 9-11 

Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not 
have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the 
Son.  If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive 
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him into your house nor greet him; for he who greets him shares in his evil 
deeds. 

 
Paul’s anathema is not only a condemnation of them by God, but it is a summons to 
the church to reject them as well. 

 
The cure for the dilemma among the Galatians is the return to the sound and true 
gospel of grace by the rejecting of the false teachers perverting it. 

 
 
CONCLUSION: THREE APPLICATIONS 

1 In light of this passage we must thank God for His calling of us into the grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  Salvation is the work of God unprovoked by any thing seen in man 
and to possess salvation should stir up much thanksgiving. 

 
1 Corinthians 1:27-31 

But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, 
and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things 
which are mighty; and the base things of the world and the things which are 
despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the 
things that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence.  But of Him you are 
in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God; and righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption; that, as it is written, "He who glories, let him 
glory in the LORD." 

 
God had been very gracious to the Galatians for which they should give thanksgiving.  
If we find ourselves saved then we too have much cause for thanksgiving.  If there be 
some prior qualification to salvation this passage in 1 Corinthians says it is foolishness, 
weakness, baseness, and despite.  This flies in the face of the self-esteem movement. 

 
2 Timothy 1:9 

. . . who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in 
Christ Jesus before time began. . . 

 
2 Beware of the ease with which we may be drawn into error.  We have the tendency to 

think ourselves mature beyond such deception.  This is not healthy.  Simply review 
your own spiritual or doctrinal history and you should note the variations you 
experienced.  Beware of the ease with which you may be drawn into error.  Be on your 
guard before embracing any doctrine.  Thoroughly search out every teaching like the 
Bereans. 

 
Acts 17:10-12 

Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea. 
When they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews.  These were 
more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word 
with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these 
things were so.  Therefore many of them believed, and also not a few of the 
Greeks, prominent women as well as men. 
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The Bereans were teachable, but they were not gullible.  There is a great difference.  
They studied what was presented to them in order to align it with the Word of God. 

 
2 Peter 3:16-18 

. . .as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are 
some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to 
their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures.  You 
therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall 
from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked; but 
grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To Him 
be the glory both now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Peter states that the antidote to being led away is growing in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Diligent study is necessary. 

 
3 We need to be utterly and ruthlessly intolerant of perversions of the gospel.  The issue 

is the gospel in the stricter sense of it.  Those things related to the manner and 
method of a man’s salvation.   In those areas intolerance is necessary.  Differences 
over minor things not specifically related to how one is saved should not foster in us 
intolerance.  If we are to defend the gospel we must be able to define it. 

 
Doctrinal and church purity is important, but we must not reject true believers too 
easily.  Wisdom is required in the exercising of distinctions and separations among 
believers. 

 
 
Hymn # 403 


