
 Arkeology 1 Samuel 5:1-7:1 

• Last Sunday, we saw how God had allowed great calamity to come on Israel  

• The Philistines have been victorious against the Israelites capturing the Ark  

• This lead to the death of Hophni & Phinehas, Eli and Phinehas’s wife 

• The capture of the Ark fulfilled God’s Word & brought Eli’s aged head down 

• Phineas’ wife, about to die, gave her son the name Ichabod ‘glory has departed’  

• In this disaster God was restoring his glory, by cutting off the old & corrupt 

• Now we turn our attention to the Ark and its captors: the Philistines at Ashdod. 

I. The Supremacy of the LORD (5:1-5) 

• Ark, captured, is now placed before the Philistines’ god ‘Dagon’ in its shrine 

• Was the Lord, represented by the Ark, defeated by the Philistines’ god Dagon? 

• By the next morning, Dagon lay face down before the Ark of the Covenant (v3) 

• They put Dagon back up (v3); the next day Dagon’s head & arms were off (v4) 

• Dagon is getting the god-ness knocked out of him & Philistines admit it (vs.7) 

•  Lord’s people should be encouraged: they don’t have to pick him up again 

• The LORD can fight His own battles without the aid or help of His people  

• God of the Bible does not need us, but that does not mean He doesn’t want us 

II. The Severity of the Lord (5:6-6:1) 

• Ark had fallen into the hands of Philistines, now they had fallen into His hands 

• Vs 5,6 describe the Philistines being afflicted with severe judgments (v.9.10) 

• Gath sent the Ark to Ekron but the city officials would not let it come in (v.10)  

• The Philistines recognized this was the hand of God striking them (v.11b)  

• It was clear; send the Ark back, but how? The Philistine priests answer (6:2) 

• People are told a guilt offering must be sent (4-9) 5 golden rats & tumors (18) 

III. The Sanctity of the Lord (6:13-7:1) 

• Return of the ark of the Lord marks another instance of the Lord’s severity (13) 

• Lord’s stroke will fall on God’s covenant people when they violate His word 

• Why did the Lord strike down 50,070 men? Rank disobedience (Num 4:17-20) 

• The concern of the text seems to center on the Lord’s Holiness (20) 

• 2 questions asked, who can stand before the Lord & they wanted to send the 

Ark away (v20) They sent Jesus away, who alone could save them (Mk 5:1-20) 


