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“God’s Purpose, the Believer’s Position” 

Introduction:  

     Take your Bibles and open up to my favorite chapter within the Scripture, Ephesians chapter 
number one. We are going to go through this chapter, the first fourteen verses and bring out some 
of the highlights to see the Sovereignty of Almighty God. We cannot understand it all but we can see 
a little bit about how He works, why He works and in whom He works. 

Ephesians 1:1-3 

1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the 
faithful in Christ Jesus: 

2 Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 

     In verse number three the Scriptures tell us that we “the Saints of God” are blessed with all 
spiritual blessing in heavenly places in Christ.  

     One way to view this is; that God’s children have all the blessings that an infinite heaven can 
contain through and by Christ. The LORD God has bestowed that upon us, His children in Christ; 
saved by grace through faith. 

     Now the question is addressed in the next verse of who gets these blessings.  

Ephesians 1:4-6 

4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before him in love: 

5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the 
good pleasure of his will, 

6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 

     First off in these three verses we see how He works; by the adoption of children by Christ Jesus 
to Himself. 
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     Secondly we also see why He works; according to the good pleasure of His will. So when the devil 
plants that thought in your mind of why God would save you, you can tell him; because it pleased 
Him to do so. 

     Thirdly we see to who He works in; He chooses them in Him before the foundation of the world. 

     Now to address this issue would take a whole series within itself. However I will give you the two 
main views.  

1. The Prescient view of this doctrine. 
2. The doctrine of Sovereign Grace. 

Ephesians 1:4-5 

4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before him in love: 

5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the 
good pleasure of his will, 

     This is the Prescient view of this doctrine; says that God looks forward into time and sees who 
will have faith in Him, because of this He predestinates them because of their fore seen faith.  

What is wrong with this view. 

A. Is God omniscient, I mean is He all knowing?  

Of course He is, He is God. So if God has to look forward into the future from the foundation 
of the world to see who would select Him by faith would He be all knowing at that current 
point in time He has to look forward? 

B. Can mankind teach God anything? I mean can God learn from man? 

No, is goes against the nature of God. God cannot learn from man and thus if God must look 
forward into the future to see who will pick Him, is not He learning their choice? 

C. Can a depraved sinful man chose God without God’s intervention? 

No, this goes against the teachings of the Scriptures: Romans 3:10-12 10 As it is written, There 
is none righteous, no, not one: 11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh 
after God. 12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is 
none that doeth good, no, not one. 

I Corinthians 2:14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they 
are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

Ephesians 2:1, 2:5 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 5Even 
when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 
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Can a spiritually dead man believe? Can a spiritually dead man repent? Can a spiritually 
dead man call upon the name of the LORD. This prescient view violates man’s depraved 
nature and goes against the teachings of the Scripture.  

John 6:63 

63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are 
spirit, and they are life. 

D. Is man in control or is God Sovereign? 

Johan cried from the belly of the whale, Salvation is of the LORD. Jesus told His Disciples you 
have not chosen me, but I have chosen you. If God bases the predestination selection off of 
the fore seen faith of man’s future choice, then God is not in control but man is.  

Romans 9:15-16 

15 For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whom I will have compassion. 

16 So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. 

E. Is Salvation based upon man’s choice or God’s selection? 

This view violates the purpose of God according to election. Romans chapter nine Paul deals 
with the issue of Jacob and Esau from the book of Genesis. He also gives us a strong quote 
from the Prophet Malachi concerning these two twin brothers. 

Romans 9:11-13 

11 (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God 
according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) 

12 It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. 

13 As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. 

     So in summary what is doctrinally wrong with the Prescient View of Predestination and Election? 

1. The Prescient view violates the Omniscient Nature of God. 
2. The Prescient view violates the foreknowledge of God. 
3. The Prescient view violates man’s Depraved State. 
4. The Prescient view violates Divine Sovereignty. 
5. The Prescient view violates God’s Purpose of Election. 

     The doctrine of Sovereign Grace; says that God chooses who He wills according to the counsel of 
His own will because He is Sovereign. 
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What is wrong with this view. 

A. The doctrine of Sovereign Grace violates man’s control over the situation. Places all the 
power and control in the hands of a Sovereign God. Ephesians 1:5 Having predestinated us 
unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his 
will, 

 
B. The doctrine of Sovereign Grace violates man’s human reasoning in that man declares God 

unjust, to save some and not save others. Exodus 33:19 And he said, I will make all my 
goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before thee; and will be 
gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy. 

 
C. The doctrine of Sovereign Grace gives no honor and glory to the man. Man can take no 

credit for any part of the Salvation process but it gives all the honor and glory to God. 

     Do any of these three issues violate the Sovereignty or the Nature of Almighty God? No, they only 
go against the traditions and logic of the natural man. 

Ephesians 1:7-9 

7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his 
grace; 

8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; 

9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath 
purposed in himself: 

     In whom we have redemption through His blood, who has the redemption through His blood?  

Those that have received Him by faith; and who receives Him by faith? All those according as he 
hath chosen  in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame 
before him in love: 

     (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God 
according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) It was said unto her, The elder 
shall serve the younger. As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. 

Isaiah 45:4 

4 For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name: I have 
surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me. 

Jeremiah 1:5 

5 Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I 
sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations. 
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Ephesians 1:5 

5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the 
good pleasure of his will, 

     We have His redemption because of His grace. Because God took the initiative and because of His 
purpose of election we have been blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ. 

Ephesians 1:10 

10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: 

     Verse ten speaks of the gathering together of God’s elect during the millennial kingdom and then 
the final gathering after upon the completion of the fullness of times when time stops and the 
eternity future starts. All that He hath chosen will be present and enjoy the blessings of eternal life 
in the new heaven and the new earth. 

Ephesians 1:11-12 

11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him 
who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 

12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 

     The LORD Jesus Christ is the source of the believer’s divine inheritance, which is spoken of for all 
believers in the past tense because God hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world.  

     God ordained this perfect plan and means of salvation through and by His Sovereign Grace. God 
speaks in the past tense through the Holy Spirit here because all this was done before the world 
began. God recorded the names in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world; Revelation 
17:8. God closed it up, never to be open again until Revelation 20:12. 

     Oh by the way, God cannot sin, God cannot lie and God cannot change. 

Ephesians 1:13-14 

13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom 
also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 

14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the 
praise of his glory. 

     After you heard the word of truth, God through and by the Holy Spirit quickened your spirit. God 
birthed faith and repentance in your heart and life. You were made a new creature in Christ Jesus 
and you were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise. 
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     This is all done by the will and work of God so that the purpose of election might stand. God 
executes His Sovereign will to redeem His people by the means of the Gospel, the word of truth. 

     The Holy Spirit quickens and seals those that act upon that measure of faith that God gives them 
and that sealing is forever.  

     The sealing, indwells the believer and secures and preserves the eternal salvation, it is the 
earnest of our inheritance. Our pledge and our down payment that God is faithful and will keep His 
own, until the redemption of the purchased possession. 

     He has sealed us until Christ returns to claim what He bought at Calvary, unto the praise of His 
Glory. Because all this is done so that God may receive the honor and glory and not man. 

     If that don’t give us cause to rejoice knowing that, and trusting in His faithfulness then honestly 
folks your dead. 

     But I want to show you just one more thing from chapter two: 

Ephesians 2:4-7 

4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 

5 Even when we were dead in sins,  hath quickened us together with Christ,  (by grace ye are                
saved;)- PRESENT 

6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: - PAST 

7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us 
through Christ Jesus. - FUTURE 

Ephesians 2:8-9 

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

     Can anyone take any credit for that other than God? No, so therefore who receives all the Glory? 
God does, and man has no boasting rights, because Salvation is of the LORD. 

Ephesians 2:10 

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them. 

     We are His workmanship, His handy work. It appears here that it is still all of grace, because all 
our spiritual advantages are from God.  
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     We are his workmanship he means in respect of the new creation not only as men, but as saints. 
The new man is a new creature and God is its Creator. It is a new birth, and we are born or begotten 
of his will. In Christ Jesus, that is, on the account of what he has done and suffered, and by the 
influence and operation of his blessed Spirit.  

     Unto good works: The apostle having before ascribed this change to divine grace in exclusion of 
works, lest he should seem thereby to discourage good works, he here observes that though the 
change is to be ascribed to nothing of that nature (for we are the workmanship of God), yet God, in 
his new creation, has designed and prepared us for good works. 

     Created unto good works, with a design that we should be fruitful in them. Wherever God by his 
grace implants good principles, they are intended to be for good works.  

     Which God hath before ordained, that is, decreed and appointed. Or, the words may be read, To 
which God hath before prepared us, that is, by blessing us with the knowledge of his will, and with 
the assistance of his Holy Spirit and by producing such a change in us. God made this appointment 
according to His good will and pleasure also when He made the purpose of election. It was all done 
through and by His Sovereign Grace. Even our works were before ordained, the good works that 
you will do in 2014 was ordained and predestined prior to you physically receiving Christ, before 
your birth, even before the foundation of the world.  

     That we should walk in them, or glorify God by an exemplary conversation and by our 
perseverance in holiness by working out our own Salvation. 

Philippians 2:12-13 

12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in 
my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 

13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 

     Does the coal miner put the coal in the mountain? No but he works it out to bring it to the surface 
so that it can be seen and used of others. Is it you that makes those good works to glorify God? No 
but work it out, that is bring up that coal, those good works that God hath before ordained. Bring 
them up to the surface so that they can be made know, so that you can edify the Saints and exalt the 
Saviour. 

     Why do we do this? Simple because of Ephesians 1:4-6; 

Ephesians 1:4-6 

4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before him in love: 

5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the 
good pleasure of his will, 

6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 


