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Peter Sifted...Slipping...Saved

John 18:1-26

Prayer:  ...that we can spend some time coming near the cross a s it 

were, especially on a day where we are focusing on you and what you 

have done for us at the cross.  I pray this morning , Lord, that you 

would accompany us, that your Holy Spirit would giv e us the ability 

to dive deeper into your word, that we would be abl e to discover 

new and deeper parts of the love that you have for us in your word.  

Grant us by the power of your Holy Spirit to not ju st see these 

things and understand them but to incorporate them and make them 

permanent, and we pray this in Jesus' name.  Amen.  

Well, as you know it's the first Sunday of the mont h, and that's 

the day that we remember Jesus Christ and his cross .  And Jesus, on 

the night before he died, he met with his disciples  and there for 

the very last time he celebrated a Passover supper with them, and 

Matthew 26  describes it.  It says:  Now as they were eating, Jesus 

took bread, and after blessing it broke it and give  gave it to the 

disciples, and said, "Take, eat; this is my body."  And he took a 

cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to the m, saying, 



"Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of t he covenant, 

which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of  sins.  I tell 

you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vin e until that day 

when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom ."   Jesus took 

bread and he took wine and he offered them up as sy mbols of his 

flesh and of his blood and then he asked his discip les to eat the 

bread and drink the cup in order to symbolically ea t his flesh and 

drink his blood.  And then he asked them to repeat this sacrifice 

on a regular basis and this is what we call the Lor d's table and we 

celebrate it once a month and we do this by meditat ing on what it 

is the Lord Jesus Christ did for us on the cross, b y examining 

ourselves, asking God's Holy Spirit to point out th ose areas in our 

lives where he's convicting us of sins, by confessi ng those sins 

and then by participating in the elements.  John 6:53  says:  So 

Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, un less you eat the 

flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you ha ve no life in 

you.   

Now we've been working our way through the Gospel o f John.  We 

worked our way up to the 18th chapter.  Jesus is un der arrest, 

having been betrayed by a kiss.  And if you remembe r the last time 

out, we looked at sheep among wolves and we saw tha t the primary 

wolf that Jesus so lovingly dealt with was Judas.  This morning 

we're going to be looking at another disciple who w as there that 

2



night and that is Peter, and we'll see that in spit e of this 

horrific attack that Jesus was undergoing that he w as still on top 

of virtually everything and that he was using his u nfolding arrest 

also as a means of shaping and molding his highly v olatile 

disciple.  See the events of this night did not hap pen in a vacuum 

and far more is going on behind the scenes in anoth er realm 

altogether.  Essentially spiritual warfare is break ing out.  I say 

it over and over again that we are in the middle of  this proxy war 

between two great kingdoms, the kingdom of light an d the kingdom of 

darkness and I often refer to this as occurring on the macro level.  

What we're going to look at this morning, what's go ing to be taking 

place in the next few hours is the unfolding of the  battle on a 

micro level.  It 's not kingdom versus kingdom.  It' s Satan versus 

Peter and the focus is on Peter.  And Jesus even wa rned Peter ahead 

of time that something more than meets the eye woul d be taking 

place in the near future.  This is what he said in Luke 22 .  Jesus 

says:  "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he 

might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for yo u that your 

faith may not fail.  And when you have turned again , strengthen 

your brothers."   Peter said to him, "Lord, I am ready to go with 

you both to prison and to death."  Jesus said, "I t ell you, Peter, 

the rooster will not crow this day, until you deny three times that 

you know me."   
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See, Jesus is confronting his arrest and his beatin g and this 

kangaroo court that's going to eventually convict a nd execute him 

and simultaneously he's doing a very powerful work in Peter's life.  

So just to paint the scene, let's go back to the ga rden, that's 

where we were last month and just re-create the sce ne that we're 

looking at.  It says this in John 18:1, it says:  When Jesus had 

spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the brook 

Kidron, where there was a garden, which he and his disciples 

entered.  Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew th e place, for 

Jesus often met there with his disciples.  So Judas , having 

procured a band of soldiers and some officers from the chief 

priests and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns  and torches and 

weapons.  Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen  to him, came 

forward and said to them, "Whom do you seek?"  They  answered him, 

"Jesus of Nazareth."  Jesus said to them, "I am he. "  Judas, who 

betrayed him, was standing with them.  When Jesus s aid to them, "I 

am he," they drew back and fell to the ground.  So he asked them 

again, "Whom do you seek?"  And they said, "Jesus o f Nazareth."  

Jesus answered, "I told you that I am he.  So, if y ou seek me, let 

these men go."  This was to fulfill the word that h e had spoken: 

"Of those whom you gave me I have lost not one."   

So we have Jesus as the good shepherd, he's confron ting a cohort of 

soldiers probably numbering up to a hundred or so l ed by Judas 
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whose greed has made him now drop every single pret ense of being 

one of Jesus' sheep.  So Judas leads the soldiers t o the man he 

intends to betray with a kiss.  And Jesus responds by isolating 

himself as the one being sought after so as to prot ect and make 

sure that the disciples don't get swept up in his a rrest.  

Repeatedly we see Jesus insisting that he alone was  the one being 

sought after so that his disciples can remain free.   And before we 

get to Peter's denial which is what we're going to focus on this 

morning, I want to point out something that took pl ace.  We see 

Peter, ever the rash one, do something extremely ou t of character 

not just for Peter but for all of the disciples.  I t says in verse 

10:  Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struc k the high 

priest's servant and cut off his right ear.  (The s ervant's name 

was Malchus.)  So Jesus said to Peter, "Put your sw ord into its 

sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father h as given me?"   

And we need to step back a little bit and just a li ttle perspective 

here.  Peter has launched an attack that borders on  the absurd.  

You have to picture, Peter's got this little tiny s word, he's 

facing a hundred or so Roman soldiers, and for some  reason Peter 

succeeds in cutting off only the ear of Malchus, th e slave of the 

high priest.  I want you to understand the very las t thing that 

Jesus needed at this point was military help.  Unde rstand this 

Jesus, he is the ruling king of the universe.  This  is the one who 

spoke the sun, the moon and the stars into being by  the power of 
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his word.  I mean John's gospel tells us of Jesus, he says:  All 

things were made through him, and without him was n ot anything made 

that was made.  In him was life, and the life was t he light of men.   

John tells us that Jesus is the very author of life  itself and that 

he is the one who at the very moment was sustaining  the very 

processes of life that allowed these soldiers' hear ts to keep on 

beating and their lungs to keep on breathing.  We d o Jesus a grave 

disservice by thinking of him somehow as a victim o f Rome caught up 

in circumstances beyond his control.  In fact Jesus  was 

orchestrating virtually everything that took place.   And the very 

last thing that Jesus needed is Peter trying to spl it open the head 

of the high priest's slave.  But understand, not ev en that action 

took Jesus by surprise.  Matthew's gospel gives us even more 

details of just how "in control" Jesus actually was .  This is 

Matthew 26:51, it says:  And behold, one of those who were with 

Jesus stretched out his hand and drew a sword and s truck the 

servant of the high priest and cut off his ear.  Th en Jesus said to 

him, "Put your sword back into its place.  For all who take the 

sword will perish by the sword.  Do you think that I cannot appeal 

to my Father, and he will at once send me more than  twelve legions 

of angels?  But how then should the scriptures be f ulfilled, that 

it must be so?"   

Now I pointed out before that a legion pretty much consists of 
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about 5,000 individuals.  Twelve legions would mean  that there was 

approximately 60,000 angels poised and just waiting  for a sign from 

Jesus to go on the attack.  Understand also that th ese are alien 

creatures who are of such power that we have one re port of one 

angel who was sent to deal with King Sennacherib's army after he 

mocked God and said that God had no power to save I srael.  We find 

in 2 Kings 19:35  a description of what that one angel did.  It 

says:  And that night the angel of the LORD went out and s truck 

down 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians.  And whe n people arose 

early in the morning, behold, these were all dead b odies.   So one 

angel in one night kills 185,000 soldiers.  Just tr y to imagine 

what 60,000 of these enraged creatures would do, de scending on 

humans who would dare, who would dare to touch thei r sacred King 

Jesus.  But Jesus will not call for those angels.  Jesus has given 

himself over to this process voluntarily and Peter,  he doesn't get 

it at all.  Before this night is over, he's going t o have his 

understanding stretched in ways that he could never  have imagined. 

I mentioned last time how the text points out that when Jesus 

identified himself also the I am, the entire crowd,  it says, they 

fell backwards.  It says:  When Jesus said to them, "I am he," they 

drew back and fell to the ground.   And so Peter perhaps emboldened 

by that display of power decides that now is the pr oper time to 

split Malchus's head in two, and so he takes out a sword and he 

goes to do that very thing and Malchus ducks and ne xt thing you 
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know he's got his ear cut off.  

Luke's gospel adds yet another fact of what took pl ace.  This is 

Luke 22 , it says:  And one of them struck the servant of the high 

priest and cut off his right ear.  But Jesus said, "No more of 

this!"  And he touched his ear and healed him.   Now it's only 

Luke's account that tells us this miracle that Jesu s did right 

after the -- right after Peter's attack.  But there 's another piece 

of information that we get from John, I've already mentioned it 

once.  John's account of the incident doesn't menti on the healing 

but it does something intriguing.  It gives us a na me.  John 18:10  

again says:  Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struc k 

the high priest's servant and cut off his right ear .  (The 

servant's name was Malchus).   And that name gives us a hint that 

while the healing may not have had any affect whats oever on the 

crowd, it may have had a very profound affect on Ma lchus.  You see, 

John's account, that is John's gospel was written a lmost fifty 

years after Jesus had gone to the cross and it's in credibly 

interesting that John knew the name of this slave.  Ordinarily 

nobody would have ever given an account of a slave.   Why would he 

even know his name?  It's powerful evidence that Ma lchus just might 

be a believer because why else would John after fif ty years even 

remember his name?  So Jesus responds to Peter's ou tburst with a 

healing outburst of his own which seems to go compl etely unnoticed 
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by the rest of the crowd.  They were so intent on a rresting him 

that they were apparently able to ignore a man gush ing blood 

holding on to his severed ear now completely healed , now completely 

restored.  You see, their passion for getting Jesus  outstripped the 

evidence that stood right in front of their eyes th at Jesus was no 

ordinary man.  And so they begin the process of arr esting him.  

God knows how easily it is to get blinded to the tr uth of the 

gospel.  Every single one of those soldiers that ca me out to arrest 

Jesus were witnesses to this miracle that took plac e of the healing 

of Malchus' ear and yet it meant nothing.  I mean t o acknowledge 

that miracle would necessitate acknowledging that t here was 

something extraordinary about this Jesus that they were arresting.  

But the plan had already been set and Judas had alr eady sprung the 

trap.  Jesus was to be arrested no matter what and so we go back to 

John 18 .  This is verse 12.  It says:  So the band of soldiers and 

their captain and the officers of the Jews arrested  Jesus and bound 

him.  First they led him to Annas, for he was the f ather-in-law of 

Caiaphas, who was high priest that year.  It was Ca iaphas who had 

advised the Jews that it would be expedient that on e man should die 

for the people.  Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so  did another 

disciple.  Since that disciple was known to the hig h priest, he 

entered with Jesus into the courtyard of the high p riest.   Now how 

much of the gospel is missed because it conflicts w ith our plans, 
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it conflicts with our desires, with our wills, what  we want to do.  

Do not make the mistake of thinking of Jesus as a v ictim here.  

Jesus knows precisely what is going to take place, and John's 

gospel proves it by pointing out Caiaphas' statemen t.  I mean God 

gives us in that statement perhaps the best example  of willful 

blindness that also doubles as a stunningly accurat e prophesy, 

proving that God still sovereignly guides even the sinful 

utterances of his enemies.  You know, Caiaphas did indeed make that 

prediction.  Caiaphas did say it is expedient that one man should 

die for the nation.   He not only made this unwitting prophesy, he 

was critical in seeing that it came to pass.  If yo u remember when 

he made that prophesy, it was only a few weeks prio r to that, he 

was trying to calm down his fellow Pharisees who ha d just witnessed 

Jesus' most spectacular miracle.  He had just raise d Lazarus from 

the dead.  And the Pharisees knew that Lazarus had been in that 

tomb long enough to not just be dead but to be in a n advanced state 

of decay.  Some of them believed that if a man died , the spirit 

would linger for up to three days and so the fact t hat Jesus waited 

even beyond that time made it virtually impossible that Lazarus was 

perhaps not dead and maybe just in a coma.  I mean add to that 

Lazarus' own sister, what she said when Jesus told them to remove 

the stone, it says in John 11:39:  Jesus said, "Take away the 

stone."  Martha, the sister of the dead man, said t o him, "Lord, by 

this time there will be an odor, for he has been de ad four days."   
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I think the King James says he stinketh .  Well we all know the rest 

of the story.  Jesus commands Lazarus to come forth , and this body 

that's already in an advanced state of decay begins  to reassemble 

its component parts.  It begins to pink up with fre shly healed 

internal organs that are now functioning, blood beg ins to flow 

again to all of the different organs, the heart sta rts to beat and 

he raises himself up by the power of Christ's word and he walks out 

of the tomb.  And what follows next is really the b est proof you 

could ever give to someone who thinks that miracles  are going to 

get people saved, it 's the best proof that miracles  alone will 

never bring a person to Christ and that barring an intervention of 

God's grace, even a miracle such as this is going t o produce 

nothing but further condemnation in those who have no desire to 

acknowledge Christ as Lord, because Jesus heals a m an in an 

advanced state of decay and the response to it is m ixed.  The 

response is divided.  Some of the witnesses say, "S urely this was a 

work of God;" others say, "We've got to kill this g uy."  Why?  Why 

would somebody respond that way?  Well, Jesus was g oing to ruin 

everything that they had built.  I mean their caree rs as religious 

leaders were going to come to an end and it was tha t commitment to 

a different reality that made them unable to see wh at was staring 

them right in the face.  The chief priests and the Pharisees who 

formed that council had seen the evidence and had m ade up their 

mind that they were not going to believe what their  eyes and ears 
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told them.  And all they really needed was some typ e of reason to 

refuse to believe, and that's exactly what Caiaphas  gave them.  

Caiaphas, mind you, is the highest religious leader  of his day and 

he was happy to give them an excuse.  This was his response to 

Jesus raising Lazarus.  This is John 11 .  It says:  Many of the 

Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen  what he did, 

believed in him, but some of them went to the Phari sees and told 

them what Jesus had done.  So the chief priests and  the Pharisees 

gathered the council and said, "What are we to do?  For this man 

performs many signs.  If we let him go on like this , everyone will 

believe in him, and the Romans will come and take a way both our 

place and our nation."  But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high 

priest that year, said to them, "You know nothing a t all.  Nor do 

you understand that it is better for you that one m an should die 

for the people, not that the whole nation should pe rish."   

You know, there's something absolutely stunning abo ut Caiaphas' 

wickedness being transformed into a perfectly accur ate prophetic 

utterance about what Jesus was about to do.  And on ce again, God is 

letting us know in no uncertain terms that the even ts that took 

place were 100 percent under his sovereign control.   So too the 

events that were taking place in how Christ was dea ling through all 

of this with Peter.  See, God is guiding and shapin g all of the 

consequences that are unfolding in this evening.  A nd here with 
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Peter we see Christ ordaining an intended consequen ce, an 

unintended consequence and a superintended conseque nce.  

Jesus has just been taken captive, as you recall, a nd this 

captivity is not like -- it 's not like it's not gen teel, he's going 

to be subject to beatings, he's going to be slapped  around, he's 

going to be mishandled and mistreated.  Luke 22  describes it.  It 

says:  Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him  into the 

high priest's house, and Peter was following at a d istance.  And 

when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the c ourtyard and sat 

down together, Peter sat down among them.  Then a s ervant girl, 

seeing him as he sat in the light and looking close ly at him, said, 

"This man was also with him."  But he denied it, sa ying, "Woman, I 

do not know him."  And a little later someone else saw him and 

said, "You also are one of them."  But Peter said, "Man, I am not."  

And after an interval of about an hour still anothe r insisted, 

saying, "Certainly this man also was with him, for he too is a 

Galilean."  But Peter said, "Man, I do not know wha t you are 

talking about."  And immediately, while he was stil l speaking, the 

rooster crowed.   Now Peter's intended consequence was to get close  

enough to Jesus without really exposing himself as one of his 

followers.  His unintended consequence was being id entified by a 

servant girl and then by a fellow onlooker as a fol lower of Jesus.  

You see, he wanted to be close enough to Jesus to k now what was 
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taking place but when that put him in a position of  being 

identified as one of his followers, his fear, it ju st overwhelmed 

him.  And just as Jesus predicted, Peter denied him  three times.  

I want to talk about how it is that Jesus superinte nded Peter's 

decision.  We know that Peter was always known as a n impulsive 

person.  Many times he said things that he didn't r eally think 

through and one of the worst instances of bad think ing leading to 

bad statements occurred shortly before Jesus' passi on began.  We'll 

pick that up right after the bread.  So if the elde rs would begin 

distributing the bread.  I'd like us to take a mome nt to just focus 

in on this picture that we've painted so far.  Jesu s is now under 

arrest, he's been in the garden, he's been taken aw ay, Peter is in 

this incredibly difficult circumstance, he's trying  to sneak his 

way into the courtyard.  Three different times now he has disavowed 

Christ and Christ, I 'm trying to maintain here, is stil l in 

absolute and total control.  So I would like us fir st to take into 

account the control that Jesus had.  Do not see Jes us as a victim.  

He was not.  Consider the power that Jesus refused to appropriate 

by putting himself in that position and then consid er the love that 

drove him to do that.  

I want us also to consider the warning that God giv es us about 

communion itself.  This is contained in 1 Corinthians 11 where God 
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says:  But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat o f the 

bread and drink of the cup.  For he who eats and dr inks in an 

unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself , not discerning 

the Lord's body.  For this reason many are weak and  sick among you, 

and many sleep.  For if we would judge ourselves, w e would not be 

judged.  But when we are judged, we are chastened b y the Lord, that 

we may not be condemned with the world.   And again as I say every 

month, communion is extremely serious business and to enter into it 

in an unworthy manner is to literally court disaste r.  What I say 

is if you're not absolutely confident that you are a child of the 

King, if you haven't by faith trusted in Christ as your Savior, if 

you first need to be reconciled to your brother or your sister 

before you bring your sacrifice to the altar, take care of that 

first, just pass the elements on.  As I say no one is going to 

think of you lousy or poorly or think that there's something wrong 

with you.  In fact, it may be the wisest thing that  you could do.  

But on the other hand, we also make the mistake of thinking that 

unless we are absolutely pure and spotless and perf ect we're not 

worthy to receive communion, and that too is -- the  enemy loves 

that same extreme on the other side.  Because being  a child of the 

King doesn't mean that you are flawless, that you d on't ever sin 

and that you never fail.  It means that you recogni ze that your 

salvation is a gift that no one is ever capable of earning by being 

good.  And this quote, I still continue to repeat i t every month, 
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I 'd love everybody here to have this in your memory .  It says, "In 

the kingdom of God the one thing that qualifies you  is knowing you 

don't qualify, and the one thing that disqualifies you is thinking 

you do."  That means that when we do fail, because we are 

believers, when we do understand that we have sinne d, it's because 

we have God's Spirit that is now inside us.  And it 's God's Spirit 

that convicts us and so we grieve and we grieve tha t we know that 

we have a Father in heaven who longs to forgive and  cleanse us.  

And God says in 1 John 1:9:  If we confess our sins, he is faithful  

and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us f rom all 

unrighteousness.   So being a child of the King doesn't mean that 

you are spotless and sinless.  It means that you un derstand that 

when we sin, we have an advocate with the Father an d an advocate is 

someone who speaks on our behalf.  1 John 2:1  says:  My dear 

children, I write this to you so that you will not sin.  But if 

anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Fath er -- Jesus 

Christ, the Righteous One.   And that's where we park.  That's what 

we understand.  You see, we have Jesus' righteousne ss and not our 

own.  We own this alien righteousness that belonged  to Jesus and is 

given to us by faith, so we are free to eat from hi s table.  So if 

you love your Lord, don't deny yourself the privile ge that Jesus 

purchased for you.  As it said, he lived the life w e were supposed 

to live and then he died the death we all deserve t o die in our 

place so that we could be made worthy of heaven.  S o as you are 
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going through this process of confessing your sins,  of 

understanding the Holy Spirit's moving in your life , I want us to 

just think and increase the depth of your understan ding of just 

what it is that Christ did for you in the garden, w hile he was 

under arrest and all the different parts of his pas sion.  Think on 

that for a moment.  

1 Corinthians, the 11th chapter, the 23rd verse say s:  For I 

received from the Lord what I also delivered to you , that the Lord 

Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread,  and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it, and said, "This is my bo dy which is for 

you.  Do this in remembrance of me."   So take, and eat.  

You know, Jesus knew exactly what he was getting in to.  There was 

no surprises as this unfolded.  He knew that he had  come to this 

planet to die for his sheep, but when he began to e xplain it to his 

disciples, he ran into a buzz saw or a brick wall.  They were 

absolutely clueless.  And Peter, Peter went one bet ter or you could 

say one worse.  As Jesus is explaining to the disci ples what he has 

to do, he begins to upbraid Jesus for even thinking  these thoughts.  

Jesus was not impressed.  This is Matthew 16 .  It says:  From that 

time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must  go to Jerusalem 

and suffer many things from the elders and chief pr iests and 

scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be rai sed.  And Peter 
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took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, "Fa r be it from 

you, Lord!  This shall never happen to you."  But h e turned and 

said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan!  You are a hi ndrance to me.  

For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the 

things of man."   See, after three years of living with Jesus, Pete r 

still did not grasp at all what his mission actuall y was.  He 

didn't understand that Jesus didn't come to earth t o be a teacher 

or a philosopher or some type of political leader, that he came to 

earth to be a sacrifice.  

As the elders begin distributing the cup, I want us  to consider for 

a moment just some of the particulars of why Jesus came in the 

flesh.  Jesus came to exchange his righteousness fo r our sin so 

that by faith in his sacrifice we could stand befor e a holy God.  

We could stand before that God clothed not in our f ilth but in his 

righteousness; and without that righteousness, all of us are 

doomed.  And over and over again, Jesus sought to e xplain this, to 

explain that you cannot get to heaven by your own g oodness, that 

you cannot get to heaven by your own righteousness.   And he once 

told a story and it was about somebody who trusted in their good 

deeds.  And in the story he describes heaven as a g reat feast and 

all those are welcomed who are clothed in his right eousness.  But 

in the middle of his feast they find somebody who's  not 

appropriately dressed, so to speak.  This is Matthew 22 .  It says 
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"But when the king came in to look at the guests, h e saw there a 

man who had no wedding garment.  And he said to him , "Friend, how 

did you get in here without a wedding garment?"  An d he was 

speechless.  Then the king said to the attendants, "Bind him hand 

and foot and cast him into the outer darkness.  In that place there 

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth."  For many a re called, but 

few are chosen."   What Jesus was using this story to tell is that a  

holy, perfect God has got to demand of us that we b e perfect as 

well.  He is perfect; we must be perfect.  Jesus hi mself literally 

said so in Matthew 5:48, he said:  "You therefore must be perfect, 

as your heavenly Father is perfect."   And what this is saying is 

without Christ's perfection you are that stunned we dding guest.  I 

don't care how righteous you think you might be, yo u will never 

begin to approach the righteousness of perfection, the 

righteousness that Jesus alone possessed.  And by f aith alone, we 

appropriate his righteousness as our own.  So by fa ith we can stand 

before a holy God made perfect by his Son's sacrifi ce.  Jesus came 

to earth to give us his righteousness through the c ross.  But you 

know that was the last thing that Peter wanted to h ear.  Peter 

couldn't believe his ears when he heard Jesus speak  of his upcoming 

suffering and death and he wouldn't hear of it.  Je sus not only 

puts Peter in his place, he also gives him an advan ced warning of 

the very events that were going to take place durin g his suffering.  

He tells them as I've already mentioned in Luke 22, he says again: 
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"Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might 

sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that  your faith may 

not fail.  And when you have turned again, strength en your 

brothers."  Peter said to him, "Lord, I am ready to  go with you 

both to prison and to death."  Jesus said, "I tell you, Peter, the 

rooster will not crow this day, until you deny thre e times that you 

know me."   Now we've already seen that's exactly what happen ed, but 

I want to focus on one little detail that occurred during Peter's 

denial.  Jesus was so much in control of things tha t as Steve Estes 

points out in When God Weeps, what he's saying is that while Jesus 

was being interrogated and beaten, he was also simu ltaneously 

controlling the weather that night.  Now we know th at Jesus can 

control the weather because we know that he spoke a  cyclone into 

submission.  I mean if you remember the story, he w as asleep in the 

bottom of a boat, he's on the Sea of Galilee and a huge storm 

arises and his disciples are all terrified, they al l are convinced 

they're going to drown and Jesus gets awakened by h is panicked 

disciples and his response to the storm is simple.  Matthew 8  says:  

And they went and woke him, saying, "Save us, Lord;  we are 

perishing."  And he said to them, "Why are you afra id, O you of 

little faith?"  Then he rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and 

there was a great calm.  And the men marveled, sayi ng, "What sort 

of man is this, that even the winds and sea obey hi m?"   Well, in 

fact this was the man who while appearing to be the  victim of Rome 
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and the religious leaders was actually so much in c harge that while 

he is being beaten, he's also orchestrating a high pressure system 

over Jerusalem that night and he's orchestrating in  such a way to 

make it cold enough to force Peter to seek warmth.  Jesus wanted 

Peter to be in a particular spot at a particular ti me for a very 

particular reason.  And here's how it all unfolded in our text this 

morning.  This is John 18:15 .  It says:  Simon Peter followed 

Jesus, and so did another disciple.  Since that dis ciple was known 

to the high priest, he entered with Jesus into the courtyard of the 

high priest, but Peter stood outside at the door.  So the other 

disciple, who was known to the high priest, went ou t and spoke to 

the servant girl who kept watch at the door, and br ought Peter in.  

The servant girl at the door said to Peter, "You al so are not one 

of this man's disciples, are you?"  He said, "I am not."   That was 

Peter's first denial.  Verse 18 says:  Now the servants and the 

officers had made a charcoal fire, because it was c old.   Why was it 

cold?  Because Jesus had ordered up a high pressure  system at that 

very moment.  And they were standing and warming themselves.  Pet er 

also was with them, standing and warming himself.   See, it was the 

cold weather that put Peter standing right where he  was.  John 

18:25  says:  So they said to him, "You also are not one of his 

disciples, are you?"  He denied it and said, "I am not."   That was 

Peter's second denial.  Verse 26 says:  One of the servants of the 

high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, 
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asked, "Did I not see you in the garden with him?"  Peter again 

denied it, and at once the a rooster crowed.   

Now John's gospel leaves some of the details out an d it's Luke's 

gospel that fills in a very important detail of why  Jesus had Peter 

standing by that charcoal fire warming himself.  An d we pick up on 

Peter's actual denial in Luke 22 .  It says:  And after an interval 

of about an hour still another insisted, saying, "C ertainly this 

man also was with him, for he too is a Galilean."  But Peter said, 

"Man, I do not know what you are talking about."  A nd immediately, 

while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed.   And here's the 

critical point, verse 61:  And the Lord turned and looked at Peter.  

And Peter remembered the saying of the Lord, how he  had said to 

him, "Before the rooster crows today, you will deny  me three 

times."  And he went out and wept bitterly.   The scripture also 

says that Peter's third denial was violent, it was vehement, it was 

accompanied by cursing, and Jesus at this time is b ruised and he's 

beaten, he's just begun his passion, and at the ver y height of 

Peter's denial, his eyes and Jesus' eyes meet.  You  see, Peter 

intended to stay close enough to find out what was going to happen 

to his master but not so close to be implicated as one of his 

followers.  Jesus superintended the exact time and the 

circumstances so that as he was being abused by his  captors and 

being denied by Peter, he has the presence of mind to make a 
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rooster crow.  As verse 61 says:  And the Lord turned and looked at 

Peter.   So Peter the bold one, Peter the stubborn one, th e one who 

had bragged about his loyalty now finds himself sta ring into the 

very eyes of the one he is denying and he's absolut ely crushed.  It 

says and he went out and wept .  

Flash forward until after Jesus rises from the dead .  Picture the 

scene.  We have the risen King of the universe cook ing breakfast 

for his disciples.  Just ponder that for a minute.  Afterwards he 

has a conversation with Peter that focuses in on hi s healing and 

his restoration.  This is John 21 .  It says:  When they had 

finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Sim on, son of John, 

do you love me more than these?"  He said to him, " Yes, Lord; you 

know that I love you."  He said to him, "Feed my la mbs."  He said 

to him a second time, "Simon, son of John, do you l ove me?"  He 

said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you."   He said to 

him, "Tend my sheep."  He said to him a third time,  "Simon, son of 

John, do you love me?"  Peter was grieved because h e said to him 

the third time, "Do you love me?"  And he said to h im, "Lord, you 

know everything; you know that I love you."  Jesus said to him, 

"Feed my sheep."   See Peter's three denials of the Lord is met with  

three affirmations of his restoration.  "Feet my lambs," "tend my 

sheep," "feed my sheep."   You know it's hard for me to get my head 

around the victorious risen King of the universe se rving breakfast 
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to the very one who denied him knowing that he is f ully restoring 

him.  For the rest of Peter's life, for the rest of  his life and 

ministry he would remember that night and those eye s, and he would 

know from personal experience that our God is a God  of mercy and 

grace and that he chooses broken vessels like Peter  to minister his 

grace to a fallen world.  See, the sins that Jesus had gone to the 

cross to pay for included Peter's cursing and vehem ent denial.  

Jesus had paid that price already and because he ha d paid that 

price, he explained to Peter he was now free.  And Peter intended 

only to get a safe enough distance to find out what  was happening 

to Jesus.  Jesus superintended Peter's cowardice wi th just one look 

and it forever broke his arrogance and his confiden ce in his own 

strength in a way that it would affect his ministry  for the rest of 

his life.  This is a Jesus who is in complete contr ol.  This is a 

Jesus who was being brutalized, he's being beaten.  This is a Jesus 

who was still saying I am going to disciple my disc iple Peter.  

This is the God that we worship.  Just think on tha t for a moment.  

1 Corinthians, the 11th chapter, 25th verse says:  In the same 

manner he also took the cup after supper, saying, " This cup is the 

new covenant in my blood.  This do, as often as you  drink it, in 

remembrance of me."   So take, and drink.  

This is the part that we call heart, hands and feet , where we try 
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to practically draw out of what God has revealed to  us this morning 

something for our own lives, and so I want to start  off by asking 

this question:  Have you ever done, have you ever d one what Peter 

did?  Have you ever denied that Jesus Christ is Lor d?  Have you 

ever denied that you know him?  I mean it may not b e as blatant as 

what Peter did, but every time that you're in a sit uation where 

somebody's taking your Lord's name in vain, do you just sit there 

and say, this is a little too creepy for me to spea k up.  Or you've 

had those kind of situations where you know God is prompting you to 

at least admit who you are and admit who he is and your 

relationship with him, if you've ever not gone ther e, you have a 

sense of what Peter experienced.  If you've ever th ought that 

you're beyond forgiveness, consider this one fact t hat when Jesus 

went to the cross to pay for your sins, your sins w ere 2,000 years 

in the future and yet he paid for them that day on the cross.  So 

there's no question that Jesus has already seen you r very worst and 

that nothing you will ever do or ever could do is g oing to ever 

catch Jesus by surprise.  That's why God says his l ove is a gift.  

That's why he says in Romans 5:8:  But God shows his love for us in 

that while we were still sinners, Christ died for u s.   And he 

demonstrates that.  I mean he certainly loved Peter  while he was 

obviously stil l a sinner.  And he took what was arg uably the very 

worst thing that Peter had ever done and he used it  for good.  He 

used it to build compassion and a heart for those w ho fail that 
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guided all of Peter's life and his work.  And it wa s Peter himself 

who said this of Christ in 1 Peter 2:24, he said:  He himself bore 

our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die  to sin and live 

to righteousness .  By his wounds you have been healed.  For you 

were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and 

Overseer of your souls.   That's Peter tending his sheep just like 

Jesus had asked him.  

And here's the good news for us in particular, the good news is 

this:  What Jesus did for Peter, he's doing right n ow for us.  I 

mean God says for we know that those who love God, all things work 

together for good to those who are called according  to his purpose.  

We've said that verse so many times.  All things work together for 

good.   Would you ever stop and think what "all things" m eans?  "All 

things" means good things, neutral things, bad thin gs, sinful 

things, awfully sinful things like denying your Lor d with cursing 

more or less to his face.  God used even that wicke dness for good.  

I mean Peter was a betrayer, he was a denier, Paul was a murderer 

and a persecutor.  God used their wickedness to sha pe and to mold 

them into the task of building his church.  

Here's the good news for all of us in the first mon th of the year 

2018.  That's what God did for Peter, what God did for Paul, he 

wants to do for us.  God says all things work toget her for good.  I 
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mean do you really believe that?  That God can take  the very worst 

thing that you've ever done and somehow or other by  his overweening 

power work that for good.  And if you don't believe  that, I'd love 

to have the opportunity to introduce you to two fel lows, Peter and 

Paul.  They can explain to you how this works.  You  see, the God 

who put their lives back together can make all thin gs work together 

for good in your life as well.  So let's praise him  and thank him.  

Father God, we just, we sit amazed at what you've d one.  It boggles 

my mind that you are being beaten and mistreated an d yet your eye 

is looking for Peter.  You've arranged it such that  he's there 

right at the point where you can make eye contact w ith him as that 

rooster crows.  What a crushing blow that was for P eter; what an 

incredibly important building block that was in his  spiritual life.  

And Father, all of us have crushing blows, all of u s have times 

where we have messed up and we think, oh, God, how could you ever 

forgive that, and I just pray for each of us that w e might get the 

sense that what God has done in the life of Peter h e is doing in 

our lives.  "All things" means all things, and I pr aise you, Lord, 

that it means just that, and I praise you in Jesus'  name.  Amen.  
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