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Session 1: Introduction to Election & Predestination 
 
Introduction:  
PPT>>>Today we will journey back in time, back into eternity past, back before time began, 

back before Genesis 1:1.  We will pull back the curtains of revelation as we study the difficult 
doctrine of predestination or divine election. 

 
PPT>>>Does the concept of predestination frighten you? (Rhetorical). Some people hate 

it!   
 
Objection: Others ask, Why are we studying this, anyway? Isn’t it a waste of time thinking 

about something that can’t be known—that is a mystery? And anyway, what difference does 
it make? 

 
Answers: To answer these objections, let me begin by asking you a question: 
 
PPTS>>>Is sometime missing from your Bible? 
 
Reason #1— 
We are studying this because it is in the Bible. The words predestined and elect or election are 

in the Bible. If we want to understand the Bible, we must understand those words.  
 
Reason #2— 
PPTS>>>Everyone believes this doctrine. Every church, every denomination, believes in 

predestination (list of churches).  Why? Because it is in the Bible. If you believe the Bible, you 
have to believe in predestination. 

 
Controversy: There are different doctrines of predestination.  When most people think of 

predestination, they think of the Calvinistic variety. 
 
Goal: To reach a biblical doctrine of predestination. If we have any Baptist doctrines we need 

to get rid of them; what we want are biblical doctrines. 
 
Reason #3— 
Your understanding of the doctrine of predestination will profoundly impact your view of  
PPT>>>God, worship, man, salvation, evangelism, prayer, world events. 
 
Reason #4— 
The reason we are not all Roman Catholic is because 500 years ago, in 1517, God used a 

man named Martin Luther to spark the greatest revival in European history. The doctrine of 
predestination is an integral part of the Protestant Reformation. 

 
You have all heard of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who lived right here in Atlanta. His father, 

Rev. Martin Luther King, Sr., used to be named Michael King. However, he was so inspired 
by the life of Martin Luther than he changed his name from Michael to Martin Luther! 
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Who was Martin Luther?  
 
PPT>>>He is guy who wrote the hymn, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.”  
 
PPT>>>God used Martin Luther to spark the Protestant Reformation. In 1517, Martin Luther 

was a 37 year old Augustinian monk living in Wittenberg, Germany. Back then, German was 
part of the Holy Roman Empire. Over the years, the RCC had drifted away from the Gospel. 
Very few people had access to the Bible. As a monk, Luther was one of those few.  

 
Since he was an Augustinian monk, Luther knew what Saint Augustine had taught, and when 

Luther studied the Bible, he saw that the Bible and Augustine were in agreement. However, 
what the Pope at the time was teaching was different from both the Bible and Augustine. This 
altered Luther to the fact that something was terribly wrong, that the Gospel had been lost. In 
1517, he posted 95 theses for reformation on the church where he lived in Wittenberg, 
Germany. This is not an act of defiance; it was how topics for academic debate were posted. 
God used it to ignite a spiritual firestorm throughout Germany, which quickly spread to all of 
Europe. 

 
Luther protested the abuses of the Roman Catholic Church. That made him a Protestant. 

Luther sought to reform these abuses. That made him a Reformer.  
 
Key for us today: Luther’s understanding of the Gospel was integrally tied in with his 

understanding of the doctrine of predestination. 
 
Example:  
 
PPT>>>ESV Ephesians 2:8-10 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is 

not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For 
we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

 
****According to Ephesians 2:8-10, how is a person saved?  
 
PPTS>>>We are saved by grace  
 
Why did the author point out and contrast a gift with works? It was to make the point that 

salvation really is not something we cannot earn. It is not our own doing. There is no basis for 
boasting. 

 
How do good works figure into the salvation equation?  
 
PPT>>>The prepositions of salvation are very important. We are saved by grace, through faith, 

for good works. 
 
PPT>>>Luther taught: Grace + Faith = Salvation + Good Works. 
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PPT>>>The problem was that the Roman Catholic Church was teaching this:  
Grace + Faith + Good Works = Salvation. 
 
PPT>>>False Gospel 
The basis of our salvation is God’s grace.  We tap into that grace through the agency of faith.  The 

end result of being saved is doing the good works that God prepared in advance for us to do.  
Works are the fruit our salvation, not the root.  As is stated very clearly, “not as a result of works” 
(2:9). 

 
PPT>>>God used Martin Luther to recover and spread the true Gospel. That is the legacy of 

the Protestant Reformation. 
 
PPT>>>This”. How does this relate to Predestination? As one example of Luther’s and the 

other Reformers’ understanding of how predestination and the Gospel are related, consider 
the word “this” in Ephesians 2:8-10. 

 
To what does the pronoun “this” (2:8) refer? Does it refer to faith, saved or grace? 

Exactly what is it that is not our own doing? Normally a pronoun refers back to the 
immediately preceding noun. In this case that would be faith. Greek nouns have one of three 
genders (masculine, feminine or neuter). The word “this” is a pronoun and grammatically 
should have the same gender as whatever word to which it refers. Both grace and faith are 
feminine; saved is a masculine participle. The pronoun “this” is neuter, meaning it refers back 
to the whole process of salvation. None of it is our own doing. Grace is a gift of God.  Being 
saved is a gift of God. Faith is a gift of God. Thus, according to Luther’s understanding of the 
Gospel, regeneration precedes faith; even our faith is the result of God’s grace. 

 
---------------------------------------------------- 
 
PPT>>>Sproul.  I am deeply indebted to RC Sproul and his teaching series, Chosen By God. I have 

borrowed heavily from his presentation in presenting this to you today.  And, if you to learn more, 
we have available a DVD set called Amazing Grace for $10. 

 
----------------------------------------------------- 
 
PPT>>>What do these two words mean? How would you define them? (Rhetorical): Election & 

Predestination. 
 
PPT>>>1. Election ~ In politics, an election is when the voters choose someone for a political office. 

In theology, divine election has to do with God electing (picking) certain people for salvation. The 
“elect” are those who have been chosen by God. 

 
One preacher defined it this way: “God votes for you; the devil votes against you; and you cast the 

deciding vote!”  Is that what the Bible teaches about election? We’ll see! 
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PPT>>>2. Predestination ~ “Pre” means before (as in “previous”). A “destination” is where you are 
going. Example: If you call a travel agent, you will be asked, “What is your destination?” In 
theology, it refers to your ultimate destination (heaven or hell). 

 
The doctrine of predestination is not fatalism. It is not about things like being predestined to trip, fall 

down, or wreck your car. 
 
PPT>>>All Are Agreed (Common Ground): In eternity past, before the foundation of the world, God 

decided to save some members of the human race and to let the rest perish. All Christian 
denominations are agreed about this. 

 
PPT>>>Everyone Believes This Doctrine 
 
PPT>>>The question is, Why did God elect certain people, but not others? (Rhetorical). Here is 

where the differences come in.  
 
What determined who got picked? Why did God pick who God picked? What was the basis for 

God’s choice? (Let class speculate).  There are two possible answers: 
 
PPT>>>1. It was based on Man’s Choice of God.  God looked down the tunnel of time, saw that I 

would one day choose Jesus, and foreknowing that I would choose Jesus, God then chose me.  
God’s choice of me in election is based on His foreknowledge that I, given the chance, would of my 
own free will believe in Jesus. God’s choice is hinged on man’s will, man’s choice. 

 
Example: Smokey Robinson sang, “If you feel like giving me a lifetime of devotion, I second that 

emotion”. 
 
PPT>>>2. It was based on God’s Choice of Man. This has nothing to do with any prior knowledge of 

someone picking God. It is based purely on God’s pleasure, God’s will, not man’s will. It is based on 
mercy, not merit. God’s choice is hinged on God’s will. 

 
PPTS>>>The Issue: Whose choice is causative?  

View #1: God chose me because I chose God. 
View #2: I chose God because God chose me. 
 

PPT>>>Is God able to look down the tunnel of time and see what we’ll do?  Yes. 
 
PPT>>>The Issue: In what way does God take His prior knowledge of you into account when 

He made His choice? (Rhetorical). This is where Christians disagree. 
 
---------------------------------------------------- 
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Three Views of Salvation 
 

PPT>>>There are three basic views of salvation. All of us in this room hold to one of these three. The 
three are best represented by three theologians: Pelagius, Arminius, Augustine. 

 
PPT>>>The Question: How important is God’s grace in man’s salvation? 
 
PPTS>>> 
Pelagius: British monk who lived around A.D. 400.  Pelagius denied man’s basic sinfulness. How 

important is God’s grace to man’s salvation? It is not important at all. No grace is necessary. Man 
needs no help from God.  This is a non-Christian position.  According to Ephesians 2:8, we are 
saved by grace. Pelagius was a heretic. 

 
Augustine: Church bishop who lived in North Africa (Algeria) around A.D. 400. How important is 

God’s grace to man’s salvation? Man is absolutely dependent on God’s grace, even for his initial 
response to the Gospel.  He said salvation is all of grace. Augustine taught “irresistible grace”; you 
cannot ultimately refuse God’s grace is you are one of the elect. Grace is like one of cupid’s arrows, 
once you are hit, you are a goner to love. Parallel to this he taught the “effectual calling” of God for 
the elect. Anyone and everyone might hear the general call to believe the Gospel, but the effectual 
call of God is internal and effective (a person can’t effectively resist the effectual call of God!). 
Whereas Pelagius was a heretic, Augustine was a hero. 

 
Over time, a third view arose, best represented by a Dutch theologian named: 
 
Arminius (Jacob): Protestant Theologian who lived in the 1500’s in Holland. How important is God’s 

grace to man’s salvation? Arminius answered: Grace plus human cooperation.  Man cannot be 
saved apart from grace, but man must cooperate with grace before God will save him.  Man has the 
choice of accepting or rejecting God’s grace.  Some call this semi-pelagianism because it was a drift 
away from Augustine and back toward Pelagius. 

 
Difference: Both are within the household of faith; both are within historic Christian orthodoxy. 
The difference between Augustine and Arminius is over man’s ability to respond to the Gospel in his 

fallen state.  
 
PPT>>>Does natural, fallen man have the ability to respond to the Gospel, to choose God? 

(Rhetorical) 
 
Which of these two would say predestination is based on man’s choice? 
 
Which of these two would say predestination is based on God’s pleasure? 
 
--------------------------------------------------- 
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PPT>>>                                   Who’s Who Predestination Scorecard  
 
Arminians: Jacobus Arminius, Phillip Melanchthon, Charles Finney, John Wesley, Billy Graham, 

Creflo Dollar, Benny Hinn, Kenneth Copland, Jimmy Swaggart, Joel Osteen, Arian Rogers, Charles 
Stanley, Norman Giesler, Dave Hunt, Rick Warren 

 
Augustians: Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, Martin Luther, John Calvin (blame for the doctrine goes on 

Calvin, but this is historically untrue), Jonathan Edwards (when you get these 1st five guys to agree 
on a doctrine, that gets my attention!), Francis Schaefer, JI Packer, CH Spurgeon, John Piper, DA 
Carson, John McArthur, Tim Keller, AW Pink, John Knox, Matthew Henry, George Whitefield, 
William Carrey. 

 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 

God’s Four Salvation Options 
 
PPT>>>1. No One Saved: None saved; to give no one an opportunity for salvation. No mercy, justice 

only. 
 
If God decided to punish the entire human race for rebelling against Him, would that be just?  

Yes; it would be totally fair. 
 
Is God obligated to show us mercy? No; by definition, mercy is not obligatory; it is voluntary. No 

condemned criminal could pound his fist on the judge’s desk and say, “I demand mercy!” 
 
PPT>>>2. Everyone Saved: To guarantee the salvation of everyone. 
 
What is this called? It is called universalism. The government offers universal health care and God’s 

guarantees universal salvation. 
 
Could God do this? Does He have the ability? Yes, but the Bible says He won’t do this. Some will 

be in hell. 
 

PPT>>>3. Equal Chance to Be Saved: To give everyone an opportunity to be saved, but no 
guarantees. God would be an equal opportunity redeemer! 

 
Which theology would this fit best, Arminian or Augustinian? Arminian. 
 
PPT>>>4. Guarantee Some Saved: To guarantee that some are saved. This is the Augustinian 

position. Some are predestined. God so works in their lives to make certain they come to faith in 
Christ. 

 
PPT>>>Mercy. In position #4, God has chosen some for mercy, and the rest He passes over.  
 
PPT>>>Justice: One group gets mercy, the other group gets justice. So you have mercy for some, 

and justice of the others. 
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PPT>>>Injustice: Who gets injustice? No one get injustice. Mercy is non-justice (which is good), 
but it is not injustice (which is bad, sinful, evil; it is to be mistreated and abused). 

 
Jesus: If you want to look at it that way, the only person who ever God injustice from God is Jesus, 

who though sinless, took our sins upon Himself on the cross. Jesus got injustice. 
Example: Suppose a governor grants clemency to one condemned man but not another. The one 

gets mercy, the other gets justice.  There is inequality, but not injustice.  
 
Objection: You may object, “But that’s not fair!”  No it is not fair. The last thing you want from God is 

that He be fair. If God is fair, we get justice and we all go to hell. What you want from God is mercy. 
 
Fact: In position #4, God does not treat everybody equally. 
 

Conclusion 
 
PPT>>>Big Question: Which of these 4 options did God take? Which has God done, according 

to the Bible? (Rhetorical). 
 
PPT>>>The Determining Factor: Does natural, fallen man have the ability to choose God? 

(Rhetorical). 
 
Some say a resounding “Yes!”  One hymn from 1945 reads, “whosoever will, may come”. Scripture 

does not say that, but that hymn does. 
 
And clearly, the offer of salvation is to be made to all (one application: no matter your view on 

predestination, we are commanded to be witnesses for Jesus). But even though we offer the 
Gospel, does a natural man have it within himself to choose to turn from his sins and 
embrace Jesus?  We will explore what Jesus said about that in our next session. 

 
Discussion Questions 

 
What do the words “elect”, “election”, and “predestination” mean? 
  
In what areas can an understanding of the doctrine of predestination impact your life? 
  
What two options are there as to the basis for who got picked by God for salvation? 
 
How did Augustine and Arminius each answer the question of how important God’s grace is to 
human salvation? 

  
What is the difference between mercy, justice and injustice? 
  
Is God an equal opportunity Redeemer? How so? 
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