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“Don’t be a Lost Son” 

Introduction: 

     Peace in the Valley, how much peace do you have today friends? How much peach do you have in 
your life? Well let me tell you something without a shadow of a doubt; there is nothing in this world 
that can give can give you peace like Jesus Christ. There is nothing in this world that can give you 
the soltuide and the security that Jesus Christ can offer. Because He said; I am the Way, the Truth 
and the Life, and no man cometh unto the Father but by Me.  

     Our text tonight is from Luke chapter fifteen. It is the parable of the lost son as we see the loving 
father he had two sons; one of them went away from but yet one stayed at home. One had the love 
of the father yet they both had the love of the father. One of these boys turned away from his father 
with his feet and yet the other turned away from his father with his heart.  

     The Bible says that: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. Friends that Word is none other than the Living Word; Jesus Christ as God, who thought is not 
robbery being equal with God. He came to this old sin filled world as a fleshly man came humble 
and obedient as a servant even unto death; the death of the cross. On that old rugged cross He hung 
there and paid the penalty for our sin. He shed His life’s blood so that we might have life because He 
said I am the way the truth and the life.  

     All you have to do friends is accept and believe on Him as your LORD and Saviour. Call upon His 
name today and the Bible says thou shalt be saved. If you feel that drawing and that convicting and 
that wooing power of the Holy Spirit. And that you know that you are lost, then friends don’t be the 
lost son call on the name of LORD. 

     The text in reading from tonight like I said is in the Gospel of Luke chapter fifteen. It is the 
parable of the lost son. We see that William Shakespeare has even quoted that this story in the Bible 
is one of the greatest literary works of all time. But I’ll tell you what is so wonderful about this 
friend’s. This is not just something that men wrote down. This story given by the LORD Jesus Christ, 
this parable here in Luke fifteen is given by inspiration of God.  

     This was written down as Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. That is 
what the Bible tells us in the Epistle of Peter that the prophecy of ole came not by the will of man, 
but Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 
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     Well in Luke chapter fifteen, you know that the Bible is full of wonderful lessons and we see a 
lesson here of two sons. Both of them had went away from their father in this story. Now you might 
say Brother Doug I disagree, one stayed at home. Well friends one walked away from home with his 
feet. He walked away from his father with his feet but the other walked away from his father with 
his heart.  

     This is not something that we have here just as a guide friends. But this book right here like I’ve 
said is given by inspiration of God, this is the infallible, pure and preserved Holy Writ. The Scripture 
is the Word of God.  

     It is the written Word and as we see in John 1:1 as I have already quoted:  In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. Friends it does not say a god, it says 
was God; capital “G.” We’re getting into the capitals the big G’s now. You have some translations. 
And they not actually not translations, what they are they are interpretations and they will have 
that as a lower case g. But as we see in the Authorized Version and in the New American Standard 
Version as well it is a capital “G.”  

     Because it says: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.  Let me tell you something we can all, every one of us; we can all get into the same situation as 
either one of these sons got into. Either the one who walked away with his feet or the one who 
walked away with his heart. We see that the one who walked away with his feet, this young man got 
down and he reached into the pits of the hog pen. We can all get into that same situation, we must 
stop and realize and recognize the forgiveness and the grace of our Heavenly Father. What He has 
done for us and what He will continue to do for us through and by His Sovereign Grace. If we believe 
and have faith on the LORD God Almighty, it’s through and by His Grace.  

     Now we are going to begin our reading in verse eleven. The LORD Jesus began this parable in 
Luke fifteen the Gospel of Luke chapter fifteen starting in verse eleven and the Bible says: 

Luke 15:11-15 

11 And he said, A certain man had two sons: 

12 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. 
And he divided unto them his living. 

13 And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far 
country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living. 

14 And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want. 

15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed 
swine. 
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     To feed the swine, friends he literally went to feed the hogs. This young man had went from big 
house to the pour house. This man went from being in a position of wealth to absolutely nothing! 
We have here a Jewish boy who grew up as a Hebrew boy and we know that Hebrew Law and the 
Jewish Law says that a swine is a filthy and an unclean beast. But yet he had been stooped to the 
lowest point to actually go out and feed the hogs, feed the swine. And the Bible goes on to say in 
Luke fifteen and verse sixteen. 

Luke 15:16 

16 And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto 
him. 

     Friends you might think that you have friends in this world. You might think that you have 
buddies and pals and friends as long as you have got a pocket full of money and as long as there is 
sin and things of carnality and flesh to do. Because birds of a feather flock together and the Bible 
even says in Amos 3:3; Can two walk together except they be agreed?  

     You will be known friends by the company that you keep, and as we see here this young man as 
long as he had plenty of money and as long as he had the portion that is father had given unto him 
he had friends. Or what he thought was friends. But friends when he lost it all and the famine struck 
and he was stooped to his lowest point and forced to feed the swine and he would fain have filled his 
belly with the husks that the swine did eat. 

     The Bible said that no man gave unto him. Where were his friends then? Where were his 
companions, and his cohorts, and his pals, and his buddies then? Because the Bible says that no man 
gave unto him. The LORD had brought him down to the hog pen. The potter had broken the clay 
friends. And we see here that this young boy had come to a point in his life, of his lowest point and 
something happened to him in verse seventeen.  

Luke 15:17 

17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough 
and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 

18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and 
before thee, 

19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants. 

     Now friends this man right here who at one time had it all. Who had went from the big house to 
the pour house. He had everything and had all that life could give him. He had a loving father who 
was going to take care of him and provide for him. But he got greedy, he got the pride of life that 
had came up in him and he had been enticed with the lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes and the pride 
of life.  

     He had the wealth of life and the prestige of everything but he wanted more. He wanted to be out 
on his own with the leadership and the direction and the governing of his loving father. That day 
that he strayed away he went to his dad and said give me my portion.  
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     This was what he wanted to do because of the enticement. You see friend’s sin will show you the 
front door, it will show you the nice billboards and the flashing lights. But it will not show you the 
back alley; it won’t show you the back yard.  

     Sin will not show you the end result. Sin will take you farther than you want to go. Sin will cost 
you more than you want to pay. And sin will keep you longer than you want to stay. It is a big world 
out there friends and the Devil will use the lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes and the pride of life to 
entice men to stray away from the love of God. Our God is a loving Father; He is longsuffering not 
willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. Just like this loving father, 
stood and waited for his son to return.  

     He gave him his son’s portion which was not customary of that day. But yet out of love he gave it 
to him and he let his son go. Friends God has to be the author and the finisher of whatever it is that 
we do in this life. We must not live by the flesh and through the carnality of man but we must be 
lead by the Spirit of God. Friends, we see here that God is still in control. He has not lost His power; 
and He reeled this young man back into where He needed Him to be.  

Galatians 6:7-8 

7Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  

8For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall 
of the Spirit reap life everlasting. 

     We have to do things not in our own will but through and by the Sovereign will of God to 
accomplish what God wants to bring Him honor and glory. God wants us to operate within His will 
so that He can bless us. God does not want you to suffer in the toils and the trials of this life. He does 
not want you to constantly go through the fires and the trail and the toils. But the LORD wants to 
open up the windows of Heaven and to pour out the showers of blessing upon you from His 
blessing storehouse in Heaven above. He wants you to be lead by the Spirit of God and to operate in 
His will so that He may use you for His honor and His glory. 

     You must understand that once you have become a Child of King, once you have become a 
regenerated, born again believer in Christ Jesus you are bought with a price and sealed until the day 
of redemption. Friends you are not your own, once you have believed on Jesus Christ as your 
personal Saviour you are eternally secure, you are kept by the power of God and He will never turn 
His back on you.  

     So when you go out and you do the foolish things that this younger son did, God will deal with 
sin. God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. Yet there are those that 
are in this position right now today. They are bought with a price, they are sealed until the day of 
redemption and they are kept by the power of God; but in the flesh they go out and they operate on 
their own will. Through the carnality of man they do the things of the world, they get caught up in 
the snares of sin like this young man did in our passage of Scripture in Luke fifteen.  
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     He said; Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living. 
And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far 
country, into a Gentile land, into a land with a people that were not operating in the will of God. Into 
a foreign people, idol worshipers, full of sin and idolatry and was stooped to the lowest position to 
feed the swine. The Bible says that it was there that he wasted his substance with riotous living. 

     Now friends let me tell you something today or better yet let me ask you something. How many 
times does God give us something and we abuse it. You see friends we are all guilty of this. God 
gives us things in this life and we need to use them for His honor and for His glory.  

     I believe that the Apostle Paul wrote to the Church at Corinth and he said: Whether therefore ye 
eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. Now let’s see what happened to this 
young boy, was He doing it all for the glory of God. Let’s see what happened to him friends, because 
the Bible said that he had spent all that he had. After he had spent all that he had there arose a 
mighty famine in the land and he begins to be in want.  

    You see friends when you’ve got it all; you’ve got the money and the prestige and you’ve got all 
the power you will have just like this young did. When it’s all gone friends, the only friend that you’ll 
have if you’re in Christ is the LORD Jesus. He said I’ll never leave you, I’ll never forsake you, I’ll go 
with you always even unto the end of the world.  

     You’ve got friends and people out there that they want to rub noses with you. As long as you’ve 
got money, they want to hob-knob with you and be your friends as long as you have that reputation 
with power and prestige and a little bit of green backs to spend. But when it’s all gone, you look 
around and you will see who your friend is? Because if you’re in Christ the only true friend that you 
have is the LORD Jesus, the only friend that will love you more than anyone could love you. 
Regardless of what you do, He will always love you friends, He said I’ll never leave you, I’ll never 
forsake you.  

     He is standing there with open arms just like this loving father in our story. He is standing there 
saying, little children if you sin, know that you have an advocate with the Father. If you will confess 
your sins, He is faithful and just to forgive you of your sins and to cleanse you from all 
unrighteousness.  

     He wants to restore that fellowship back. This boy in our story here, he had taken all that he had. 
Went into a far off country and spent it. He spent it friends on sinful living on the fulfillment of the 
lust of flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life. Then shortly afterward that great famine arose 
and he begins to be in want. He had lost his friends, he lost his power, and he lost his prestige. He 
lost all of his glory and his honor, because anything all his worldly processions were gone.  

    What he needed most was what he did have and what he didn’t have friends he realized it. He 
came to himself after the LORD had humbled him. After the LORD had brought him to his knees in 
the hog pen. Kind of like the rich man and Lazarus, you see friends it doesn’t matter what you have 
in this life. If you leave this world without Christ it’s all in vain. The Bible says, what would it profit 
a man if he gain the whole world and yet loose his soul, or what would he give in exchange?  

     The rich man had it all he was clothed in purple and fine linen and the Bible says that he fared 
sumptuously every day. And Lazarus was the pour beggar who was laid at his gate and he only 
desired the crumbs that fell from the rich man’s table.  
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     The Bible says that Lazarus died and the Angels came and carried him away to Abraham’s bosom. 
But the rich man also died and the Bible said that in Hell he lifted up his eyes. Looking afar off he 
saw Lazarus in Abraham’s bosom; he cried out to Father Abraham. He said Father Abraham would 
you send Lazarus that he might dip his finger in water. Just imagine the amount of water that you 
could just get on the tip of your finger. He said Father Abraham would you send Lazarus that he 
might just dip his finger in water and come and cool my tongue for I am tormented in this flame.  

     Let me ask you friends, why are you going to stock up of the things of this life, why are you 
worried about the things of this life when you are not worried about Jesus. You should put the 
LORD Jesus Christ first; like He has said, take up thy cross and follow me. Friends your heart or your 
treasure will be where your heart is. If you’re laying all your treasures up down here on earth we 
see that your heart is not with Christ. But if you’re laying your treasures up in Heaven then we 
know where your heart is.  

     Friends put your heart, out your trust, put your faith and put all that you have your belief and 
everything in the LORD Jesus Christ. Because what would it profit a man if he gain the whole world 
and yet loose his soul or what would he give in exchange.  

Luke 15:20-21 

20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and 
had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. 

21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more 
worthy to be called thy son. 

      What we have here friends is we have a loving father who was there waiting for his son to 
return. Without stretched arms he was there waiting, he was compassionate, he was caring, he was 
loving and full of grace. You see friends his son did not deserve forgiveness, but he gave his son 
grace, unmerited favor. This is a picture of the LORD Jesus Christ as He is standing waiting without 
stretched arms for those of you who have been at home and have strayed away from the love of the 
Father. He is sitting there waiting without stretched arms, wanting you to come back in. He is going 
to bring you back in; and if you confess your sins He faithful and just to forgive you of your sins and 
to cleanse you from all unrighteousness. Through and by His Grace, His unmerited favor that He 
bestows upon us, His Children.  

     The father then said to his servants in verse twenty-two;  

Luke 15:22-25 

22 But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his 
hand, and shoes on his feet: 

23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: 

24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry. 
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25 Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard musick and 
dancing. 

     Do you remember that I said there was one that walked away with his feet; well here is one that 
walked away with his heart. He never left home he stayed right there in the church pews yet he had 
walked away from his father with his heart.  

Luke 15:26 

26 And he called one of the servants, and asked what these things meant. 

      He had heard the music and he had heard the rejoicing and he asked; what are these things? 
What do all these things mean? And in verse twenty-seven the Bible said: 

Luke 15:27-28 

27 And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath 
received him safe and sound. 

28 And he was angry,  

     Now who was angry? It was the older brother the one who had walked away with his heart.  

Luke 15:28 

28 And he was angry, and would not go in:  

     He would not go in and make merry and rejoice and be glad the one lost sheep had returned back 
to the fold. Friends you cannot be right with the Father and be wrong with the brother. This elder 
son had clearly walked away from the father with his heart.  

Luke 15:28-32 

28 And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father out, and intreated him. 

29 And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at 
any time thy commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my 
friends: 

30 But as soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed 
for him the fatted calf. 

31 And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine. 

32 It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is alive 
again; and was lost, and is found. 
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     Friends this is a mighty picture of God’s Grace, a father’s love, his kindness, his compassion, his 
longsuffering and his mercy. I am so thankful for the love and the grace of my LORD and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 

     I believe what this story could also picture is it could picture the Jews and the Gentiles. You see 
the Jews were at home they had never left. They had walked away from the Messiah with their 
heart they never accepted it. But the Gentiles were brought in through and by the love and the grace 
of God. Friends God does not want any man to spend and eternity in Hell. The Bible even says that 
Hell itself was prepared for the Devil and his angels.  

     Jesus doesn’t want us to even have to experience one second in the Lake of Fire; because that 
place has been reserved for Satan, the beast, the false prophet and the Devil’s angels friends. God 
laid down His life, His only begotten Son the jewel of Heaven so that we might have a right to the 
tree of life. Not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. 

     He gave Moses the Law, but the Law demanded certain things and when man could not keep the 
Law, and when man could not fulfill certain things of the Law. Jesus came and He gave us Grace. And 
I thank God for His Grace, and I thank God for the open outstretched arms; the longsuffering, grace 
and mercy of the loving Father. 

     God brought forth His Son; He brought forth Jesus the jewel of Heaven to pay the price of what 
the Law demanded. What we lost in Adam we gained through Christ. He died on a cross, He was 
buried in an empty tomb, a borrowed tomb and that tomb is now empty friends. Because He arose 
and He is alive; and Glory to God friends it is through and by the death, the burial and the 
resurrection that we have the Good News; the Gospel of the LORD Jesus Christ the power of God 
unto Salvation to whosoever believeth to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  

     So my friend, my question to you tonight is this: Are you going to accept Christ or are you going to 
be the Lost Son? Well you continue to live in sin, away from the Father with your heart? Because we 
all get into a state friends; where sometimes we walk away with our feet. We get carnal, we get 
fleshly but Jesus wants us to come back with those open out stretched arms. 

     But those who have not come through and by the love of the Father with the heart, He also wants 
those lost sons to come in and to accept a right to the tree of life. He said I am the Way, I am the 
truth and I am the life, and the only way a lost son can receive the love of the Father is through and 
by the LORD Jesus Christ.  

     Jesus said; no man cometh unto the Father but by me. He is the only way friends. He is the way, 
he is the truth and he is the life. He is Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the 
last. He is the King of kings and the LORD of Lords. That is the LORD Jesus Christ, the only way that 
a lost son can come back to the love, the grace, the longsuffering and the mercy of the Father, God 
Bless you. 

 


