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KJV – Luke 16:19-31 

“A Terrifying thought of Hell” 

Introduction:  

     The idea of dying and arriving in a literal burning hell terrifies me. I realize that many people cast 
aside the thought of a literal hell with a joke. There is no fear of the hereafter and absolutely no 
respect for life. Man has even changed the image of a literal Satan into a comic book character with 
red long johns, horns and a pitch fork.  

     When I consider the fact that I have only one life to live and that after that the judgment, that is 
enough to make me take notice. Because that judgment at the end of this race is final and the 
thought of arriving in Hell is more than I can bear. 

     I want to read you an account of an actual account of a man one day that arrived in Hell. 

Luke 16:19-31 

19 There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously 
every day: 

20 And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, 

21 And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came 
and licked his sores. 

22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the 
rich man also died, and was buried; 

23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his 
bosom. 

24 And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the 
tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. 

25 But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise 
Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. 

26 And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass 
from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence. 

27 Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's house: 
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28 For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment. 

29 Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. 

30 And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. 

31 And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, 
though one rose from the dead. 

     Now I want to tell you some things that haunt me when thinking about arriving at this place 
called Hell. 

     Hell is a place of intense suffering: 

Luke 16:23-24 

23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his 
bosom. 

24 And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the 
tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. 

     Personally, I want to avoid suffering as much as I possibly can. I don’t go out of my way to bring 
about suffering in fact I go out of my way to avoid it. I do not know of anyone who does not seek to 
avoid it.  

     When we are in severe pain, it becomes an obsession of the mind. It controls us and we think 
about it constantly. The days seem long and we feel like the pain and suffering will never end. We 
wonder just how long this is going to last. 

     All of this life’s ambitions are eclipsed by the suffering we encounter. We will try and find ways to 
avoid it and when it strikes we try to find ways to escape from the severe sufferings of this life. 
Death often seems the only way out, the only escape, but friends I must tell you that there is no 
death in Hell and there is no escape once you arrive at that place called Hell. 

Mark 9:43-48 

43 And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two 
hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 

44 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 

45 And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into life, than having two feet to 
be cast into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 

46 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 
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47 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with 
one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire: 

48 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 

     The thought of no escape is as bad as the suffering itself. The suffering in our lifetime is lightened 
by the hope of relief; but in Hell there is no such hope, no such relief because the pain, the fire, the 
suffering is not quenched. 

     For one to suffer in Hell immeasurably without hope of an escape is more than the mind can even 
fathom; no hope of escape by any means not even death. One will wish to die and not being able to, 
only pain and suffering and suffering with more pain throughout all eternity; the thought of this 
absolutely torments me. 

     Sometimes people try to escape what seems to be the impossible in life, through suicide; but 
there will be no suicides in Hell, only constant suffering and pain with no escape for all eternity. 

     Another terrifying thought is that of our memories here upon earth after we die. If you arrive at 
Hell at the end of this life you will have full knowledge and complete memory. 

Luke 16:25 

25 But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise 
Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. 

     Hell might be just a small bit more bearable if one could forget the opportunities that one had 
while on earth and even forget all the pleasurable moments one had. Choosing to live in sin and 
reject God’s love and grace; all that you will be able to remember.  

     When one realizes that he has arrived in Hell because of the opportunities that he rejected only 
to fulfill those fleshly desires because that he chose to follow after the prince and the power of the 
air. He was too proud and refused to obey God, he rejected God’s gracious invitation to be saved all 
because he wanted it his way. These memories will add immeasurably to all the suffering. If only 
the thought of the failures in one’s life could perish, perhaps Hell might be a bit more endurable. 
The thought of no return, no second chances, and all those precious opportunities wasted; this 
thought haunts and troubles me! 

     Even more terrifying that the thought of personal failure is that in Hell one would be helpless to 
help anyone left on earth. Those that we have no control over in life who are close to us, we would 
be helpless to change the course of those near and dear to us in life, those who will no doubt follow 
our example and lifestyle.  

     Your wife, your husband, your children, your friends; a hopeless situation and because you were 
such a powerful influence upon their lives they will no doubt soon arrive to your location in Hell to 
suffer intensely, eternally and hopelessly. That one example, oh what a fool it was to influence their 
life and helped to bring them to that terrible place called Hell. This thought of this added torment, 
terrifies my soul. 
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     Hell is a place of despair: 

Luke 16:26 

26 And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass 
from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence. 

     Life’s most severe trials are punctuated by anticipation for some relief, for something better. In 
fact, anticipation of some pleasure is one of Satan’s most potent tools to lure men, women, boys and 
girls into sin. The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life. 

     There is no anticipation in Hell just total despair. Hell is a place with nothing to ever look 
forward to with the exception of even more intense suffering, hopelessness, haunting memories 
and endless despair throughout all of eternity. The thought of this terrifies me and it should terrify 
you. 

     This place called Hell is a place of great intense heat: 

Luke 16:24 

24 And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the 
tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. 

     A burn to our flesh causes severe pain and we will try to seek relief from the blazing heat of the 
summer sun by seeking some shade. In the hot summer months we often long for the cool of the 
evening to arrive and even hope how soon the fall season comes to cool things off a bit.  

     In Hell there is no relief; neither by the passing of time, not by the changing of one’s position. 
Intense heat, unrelenting pain, and burning, burning and burning; where the fire is not quenched 
and the worm dieth not. 

     In other words to say the soul of man lives forever and there is no hope that conscious life will 
ever cease. This prospect of such intense heat moves me to seek escape from the arrival to Hell. 

     We also know that this place called Hell is a place of darkness: 

II Peter 2:17 

17 These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness 
is reserved for ever. 

     The suffering in the darkness is always more intense than the suffering in the daylight. The 
darkness adds to the fearfulness and the uncertainty of it all.  

     Suffering in the darkness of Hell; burning, despairing, remembering, intensely, no escape and no 
hope. This whole idea totally scares me. 

     Hell is a place of sufferers: 
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Matthew 13:42 

42 And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

Matthew 13:50 

 50 And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

     To be forever hopelessly suffering in darkness and surrounded by wailings, howlings, screaming, 
moaning, groaning and the gnashing of teeth of others who are hopelessly lost and seeking death. 

They are totally unable to find any relief even through death and they are in constant torment while 
they suffer in pain and think upon their lost opportunities; this though terrifies my soul to the core 
and it should yours as well.  

     But friends you need to know that Hell was not prepared for you and I. The Bible plainly tells us 
that Hell was prepared for the devil and his angels who rebelled against a Holy and a Just God. The 
fact still remains that if we fail to heed to the Gospel message and receive Christ as LORD by 
obeying what God has commanded for us to do then we also will share in his final doom. 

     The Bible states that God sent His Son into the world, not to condemn the world; but that the 
world through Him might be saved. While Satan is trying to destroy you, God has provided a way 
for you to escape from going to this awful place called Hell. 

Isaiah 55:6-7 

6 Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: 

7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the 
LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

     Has the LORD revealed unto you that you are a sinner and in need of a Saviour. Has God begin to 
deal with your heart for Salvation. That is God’s invitation to come to Him in faith and repentance to 
avoid that awful place called Hell. 

     Repent and believe the Gospel; because you need a Saviour. You cannot save yourself, but only 
Christ. This is why He came. And He said I came to seek and to save that which was lost. 

Romans 3:10-18 

10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 

12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one. 
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13 Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is 
under their lips: 

14 Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: 

15 Their feet are swift to shed blood: 

16 Destruction and misery are in their ways: 

17 And the way of peace have they not known: 

18 There is no fear of God before their eyes. 

     It is sad to say friends, but without Jesus this is you and you need a Saviour. What must you do to 
be saved? Repent and believe the everlasting gospel of the LORD Jesus Christ. 

Romans 10:10-17 

10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation. 

11 For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 

12 For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all 
that call upon him. 

13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of 
whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 

15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them 
that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 

16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? 

17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

 

 

 


