
1 
 

The Acts of Faith       Camp McGovern Chapel 
Princess Chapel Church      Camp McGovern, Bosnia 
princess.chapel@yahoo.com       
 
Brother, Douglas Salyer      March 18, 2001 
 

KJV – Hebrews 11:23-29 

 

“The Acts of Faith” 

      Amen, to God be the Glory, open you Bibles if you would, to the book of Hebrews. The book of 
Hebrews chapter number eleven, The Hall of Fame of Faith as we sometimes refer it to. And I want 
to take the text from Hebrews chapter eleven starting in verse number twenty-three. We are going 
to talk about a man named Moses in this text. This is going over some elements of the faith as we 
see the faith in Moses’ life illustrated here in Hebrews chapter eleven.  
 
     We will begin our text reading in verse number twenty-three. And as you go through here, I’m 
going to name out some words and if you would take some time and underline, or highlight, or 
circle or ever how it is you like to mark in your Bible. I write note in my Bible and I highlight. I make 
annotations and all kinds of things because I this is a study guide. It’s a book, but it’s a map, it is 
something that we need to use.  
 
     The Bible is a sacred book but it’s not something that we just keep up and horde away and not 
ever use it. I believe the Bible needs to look like it’s been read, it needs to look like it’s been studied. 
It needs to look like it’s been worked in and operated through.  
 
     So if you would underline or circle these words as I call them out to you.   
 
Hebrews 11:23-29 
 
23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his parents, because they saw he was a 
proper child; and they were not afraid of the king's commandment. 
 
24 By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; 
 
25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 
season; 
 
26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto 
the recompence of the reward. 
 
27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is 
invisible. 
 
28 Through faith he kept the passover, and the sprinkling of blood, lest he that destroyed the firstborn 
should touch them. 
 
29 By faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians assaying to do were 
drowned. 
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     Now you should have seven words underlined, highlighted or circled within these verses, verse 
twenty-three to twenty-nine. These are words of action. The title of this lesson is “The Acts of Faith.” 
The actions of Moses’ faith we have: 
 

1. Refusing Faith 
2. Choosing Faith 
3. Esteeming Faith 
4. Forsaking Faith 
5. Enduring Faith 
6. Keeping Faith 
7. Passing Faith 

 
     All of the things that we look back and read on about the life of Moses. The actions that we would 
say made him a great man, a great leader a great servant of God, he did them all by Faith. We have 
often heard that Faith, Hope and Love; are the three virtues of the Christian Life. If you notice in the 
Book of Hebrews chapter eleven, chapter twelve, and chapter thirteen deals with these three 
virtues. 
 
Chapter 11 – The writer deals with Faith. 
Chapter 12 – He deals with our Hope. 
Chapter 13 – He deals with Love, in even opening up with the text “Let brotherly love continue.” 
  
     But going back to the great faith chapter, chapter eleven you will find two great things about 
Faith in this Chapter. Verse number one you will find the definition of Faith; this is the only place in 
the Bible that I know of, where God defines exactly what Faith is. The Bible says: Now faith is the 
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 
 
     And the Bible plainly tells us that without this Faith; It is Impossible to please God. Secondly; from 
verse number three to the end of the chapter you have application or demonstrations of Faith. In 
this little Chapter, God not only explains or defines faith but He exemplifies Faith.  
 
     Verse 2 – For by it the elders obtained a good report. He not only tells us what it is, but He shows 
us what it is in the lives of those listed in Hebrews Chapter 11, what is sometimes called the “Hall of 
Fame of Faith.” Those listed here, the lives of men and women, Saints of God who excelled for the 
Glory of God by Faith. For by it the elders obtained a good report.  
 
     Going all the back to the Second Generation, beginning with old Brother Able in the book of 
Genesis. You see the Bible says that Abel, who offered a more excellent sacrifice. How did he do 
this? He did this by faith. Enoch the seventh from Adam, lived for God and he had the testimony that 
he pleased God. How did he do this? By faith.  
 
     Noah served God, moved with fear and built the Ark saving his house and becoming heir of 
righteousness. How did he do this? It was by faith. Abraham, called to go out into a place which he 
should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed: and he went out, not knowing whither he went. 
How? It was by faith. 
 
     That is what gave these elders the strength and courage they needed to endure and to obtain 
their good report with God. It was their faith.  
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     And I want to deal this evening with this person mentioned here in the middle of the chapter, 
number eleven. This man named Moses. I guess there is more written in the Old Testament about 
the life of Moses and Joseph than any other two; amazing; and they both had Gentile Brides. They 
both were a type and a picture of Christ. I want to cover some things about the Faith of Moses’ life 
sometimes things that we overlook.  
 
     Those seven action words that told you to make note of; to underline or circle in your Bibles. I 
want to go over them and I believe these seven things in the life of Moses caused him to excel for 
the glory of God. It was because of his Faith.  
 
     Moses’ Faith was not just believing; it was not a Sunday morning only faith. It was not just a 
funeral, gravesite faith or a homecoming service faith. It was not just Easter Sunday, Mother’s Day 
or Christmas service faith. But it was real faith that pleased God. You see friends, real faith will 
produce real works it will produce real fruit. You are justified by your faith not by your fruit, not by 
your works. Your fruit and your works are evidence of your faith.  
 
     Brother James in his Epistle, as it had already been mentioned in the Bible as he quotes from the 
Old Testament: that Faith without works is dead. Now I don’t preach Salvation by works; I believe 
that we are justified by faith just like the Bible teaches; for by grace are ye saved through faith. We 
don’t work to be saved because we are saved by the grace of God through faith, but we work 
because we are saved.  
 
     Real Faith, will produce Godly works; and the Bible tells me we are justified by faith. I think this 
is where a lot of the Jewish people have lost their focus, they have placed so much focus upon ole’ 
Brother Moses and they have placed all their focus upon the Law and upon the teaching of Moses 
however they overlook the oldest patriarch of the Jewish Faith which is Father Abraham. And we 
can see from the book of Romans that Paul clearly stated: for Abraham justified by faith without 
deeds of the Law, said wherefore if he were justified by works he would therefore have to glory, but 
not before God.  
 
     You see friends Moses was justified by faith and Moses gave us the law but grace and truth came 
by Jesus Christ. But Father Abraham over 400 years before Moses was even born, over 400 years 
before Moses was even able to give us the law; Abraham was justified by faith. But we see in the life 
of Moses that he excelled for the Glory of God not because of what he did but because of his faith. It 
was because of his faith that he did what he did. 
 
     God doesn’t look down through the corners of time and say I’m going pick somebody that’s going 
to be successful and I’m going to save this person because they’re going to be a good worker for me. 
God through His Sovereign foreknowledge calls those and ordains those so that they will be faithful. 
They are successful because of that measure of faith that God has birthed in their heart and God and 
God has given them. And we see here that the life of Moses has demonstrated as in the book of 
Hebrews in this text, seven acts of the faith.  
 
The Acts of Faith: 
 

1. Refusing Faith: 
 
24 By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; 
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     Now due to our time restraints I’m going to go through these rather quickly. But in verse number 
twenty-four we see the first act of faith: Refusing Faith. Refusing to be called the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter. Moses  had to make a decision. Moses said I have to decide. I refuse to be a part of that he 
had a choice to make just like every person just like every person has that choice to make when 
they receive the call from God.  
  

2. Choosing Faith: 
 
25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 
season; 
 
     In verse number twenty-five we see Choosing Faith. Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the 
people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. Moses said I had to chose, I had a 
choice. Do I live in luxury and sin, or do I chose God.  
 
     Do I endure the suffering of Pharaoh, of God’s people for God because of my faith or do I chose to 
live in luxury and sin? 
 
     Friends the Bible says that there is pleasure in sin for a season. He refused Pharaoh’s house, and 
he chose to live by Faith. 
 

3. Esteeming Faith: 
 
26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto 
the recompence of the reward. 
 
     In told you in verse twenty-six to underline: esteeming faith. Esteeming the reproach of Christ 
greater riches that the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward. 
Esteem; means to regard highly.  
 
     Reproach; an expression of rebuke, correction of disapproval. Respect; to hold in high regard and 
to look away from everything else. Fearful respect Reverence. Recompense; from the rewarder. 
 
     Now we have to understand something; Moses had esteeming faith. He chose to regard highly the 
reproach an expression of rebuke the correction of this disapproval. And he held in respect to look 
away from everything else, with this fearful, reverential respect of the recompense of the rewarded 
which is Jesus Christ.  
 
     We are talking about a man who wrote under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit the first five books 
of the Bible. Moses esteeming the reproach of Christ. Moses wrote about the Messiah, he gave us the 
first prophetic verse of the Bible of Genesis 3:15.  
 
     Moses esteeming the reproach of Christ, this fearful, reverential,  recompence from his rewarder.  
 
     I believe that this man, Moses; had a personal relationship with the great I Am, who spoke to him 
out of the bush.  
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4. Forsaking Faith: 
 
27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is 
invisible. 
 
     In verse twenty-seven it says: By Faith He forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king. Do 
you know what this says to me? This is a sign of repentance that needs to be applied to every 
person today. Turning to God from sin; forsaking sin and turning to God.  
 

5. Enduring Faith: 
 
27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is 
invisible. 
 
     In verse number twenty-seven; for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible. 
 

6. Keeping Faith: 
 
28 Through faith he kept the passover, and the sprinkling of blood, lest he that destroyed the firstborn 
should touch them. 
 
     In verse number twenty-eight we see: Through Faith he kept the Passover, and the sprinkling of 
blood. Now was it his faith that kept him? No it wasn’t his faith that kept him, his faith justified him 
but he is kept by the power of God.  
 
     Verse twenty-eight says that through faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood. It 
was that genuine faith that he kept the works of God that God had ordained for him under the law. 
Through faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood. 
 

7. Passing Faith: 
 
29 By faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians assaying to do were 
drowned. 
 
     Verse number twenty-nine shows us: By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land. 
Passed from Sin unto Salvation; from condemnation to justification; passed from death unto life. 
How? It was by faith.  
 
     Now these seven acts of faith we need to realize something. Where does this faith come from?  
 
     First: we need to understand this; Moses was given this measure of Faith by God. The Bible says 
that we are justified by faith. It says: for by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast. God birthed this measure of 
faith in the life of Moses not only in the life of Moses but now look at the second thing. 
 
     Number two: Moses’ Faith started in his life, with his parents. God birthed that measure of faith 
in the lives of Moses’ mother and father. By faith, by faith it was Moses’ parents when he was born 
in verse number twenty-three; was hid three months of his parents, because they saw he was a proper  
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child; and they were not afraid of the king's commandment. How did they get this faith? It was a gift 
of God, God gave them this faith. 
 
     Number three: Moses’ Refusing, Choosing and Esteeming faith was a result of his faith birthed by 
God started in his childhood by a godly mother and a godly father. You see it was because of Moses’ 
mother and father’s faith that they hid him. It was because of her faith that she put him in that 
basket. She pitched it with pitch sent him down the Nile River that brought him right to Pharaoh’s 
daughter. It was Miriam that made the introduction to tell Pharaoh’s daughter; would you like me to 
go get one of those Hebrew women to come a nurse this child? And of course Pharaoh’s daughter, 
the king’s daughter said “Yes.” You go get her bring her here that she may nurse this child and I will 
pay her wages. Isn’t it amazing how things work out when you operate by faith? When you walk by 
the Spirit and walk by faith and not by sight or not by the flesh.  
 
     Number four: Moses’ forsaking Faith was a measure giving by God. Paul tells us in his letter to the 
Romans in chapter number twelve.  
 
Romans 12:3 
 
3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself 
more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the 
measure of faith. 
 
     And number five: Moses’ Enduring, Keeping and Passing Faith were a result of His actions in His 
life because of that real faith that was birthed by God. And the Apostle Paul said; I am persuaded 
that which I have committed unto him he is able to keep until that day. Why friends: for by grace are 
ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man 
should boast.  
 
     I’m here to tell you today, that there is just more than just saying that you have faith. Because real 
faith will produce real works. Jesus said: I am the vine and you are the branch and if you abide in 
me; you will bring forth fruit. Real faith produces real fruit and it is important that we apply these 
seven acts of faith to our life. It is important that we understand though that we are not justified by 
our works, we are not justified by our deeds, we are not justified by the keeping of the law.  
 
     Because that real measure of faith birthed by God in the hearts and the lives of His children; that 
is what justifies the children of God. God’s faith the He has birthed, we act upon that faith in faith 
believing, true repentance. We turn to God from sin, we bring forth good works and not for 
ourselves but to glorify our Father which is in Heaven. God Bless you.  


